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The PURPOSE of United Methodist Women 
 

United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God 
and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the glob-

al ministries of the church.  

March Greetings South West District! 

Can you believe it’s been almost 150 years since the small group of women braved the horri-

ble storms to gather together at Tremont Methodist Episcopal church in Boston, Massachu-

setts to organize what would be later known as United Methodist Women?  Can you imagine 

what must have been going through their minds?  There they were, the year was 1869 and 

women at that.  They were young, and probably a little scared to do what had only been 

dreams of theirs.  But Clara Swain and Isabella Thoburn had grit and determination to put 

their faith, hope and love into action.  Money was raised to send them both to India as mis-

sionaries to do what was thought by many to be impossible. 

Fast forward to March 23, 2016.  We are fast approaching the 2nd Annual United Methodist 

Women Day of Giving to the Legacy Fund.  Mark your calendars and “Save the Date“ for 

March 23rd!  Please share with your unit (and church) this important date as we unite with 

others around the country celebrating the second of our five-year 150th anniversary celebra-

tion! 

It’s very easy to give, and there are several ways in which you can support this wonderful 

fund.  You can go online at:  www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund; by phone at: 800-

278-7771;  text legacy 150 to 41444; or by check, mailing it to:  Office of the Treasurer, Unit-

ed Methodist Women, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 and write “The Legacy Fund” 

in the memo section.  We will also have giving forms at our next District meeting on March 

12th at Cleveland Punta Gorda UMC.  Thank you for your support and your dedication in sup-

porting our great organization keeping it alive for another 150 years!!! 

Blessing to you and your unit, 

 

Shelley Davidson 

President, South West District 
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How many times have you tried your best to do the right thing and hope 

to have everyone happy about it?  When you grow up trying to please oth-

ers, sometimes you forget what is really important and never end up be-

ing happy yourself.  That is the way I feel sometimes but when I do I re-

member that I am never alone as Matthew 28:20 says “I am with you al-

ways, till the end of age.”  Of course he is talking about God and how we 

can feel comforted knowing there is always someone to talk to us,  guide 

us, love us and give us hope.   

I want to invite you all to come to our Spiritual Growth Event on March 

12th which will be held at Cleveland Punta Gorda United Methodist 

church in Punta Gorda, Fl.  We will have a wonderful, uplifting and in-

formative meeting filled with the Holy Spirit.  *Pastor Cindy Jones,  from 

Grace United Methodist Church will be our guest speaker along with Mary 

Freyre, RN, Health Education Specialist from the Dubin Center in Ft. My-

ers who will talk to us about learning how to worship with loved ones who 

have dementia and Alzheimer's illness. Lisa Robeson, an accomplished 

singer/songwriter will be there as well to play beautiful songs for us on 

her guitar.   

Looking forward to seeing everyone there! 

 

Mary Van Tol 

Vice President, South West District 

"May you always be joyful in your union with the Lord, again I say rejoice." (Philippians 4:4) 

*Pastor Jones was blessed to be raised in UMC parsonages in Cen-

tral Illinois. She has happy memories of attending WSCS (Woman’s 

Society of Christian Service) as a child with her mother.  After graduat-

ing from college with a special education degree she felt a call to 

ministry and graduated from Duke seminary with her husband Mike.  

They served rural cooperative parishes as chaplains in two of their 

children's homes and university church.   

Pastor Jones also served as District Superintendents at two different 

terms in different districts. She has been blessed to share life with 

two adult  daughters. After her husband died two years ago, she re-

tired early and moved to North Ft. Myers to live near her parents.  

She is currently serving as a part time pastor at Grace United Meth-

odist Church in Cape Coral. 
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Sissie has been a member of United Methodist Wom-

en for over 12 years.  She began serving in her Local 

Unit as Spiritual Growth Coordinator continuing on to 

President. She now serves as Spiritual Growth Coor-

dinator and Secretary Program Resources.     

Starting out on the South West District Mission Team 

as a Committee on Nominations member, she 

moved on to Chair that Committee for one year.  She 

has also served in other rolls such as Communica-

tions Coordinator, Secretary Program Resources, 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator and now feels privileged 

to serve you as Secretary of the South West District. 

She is a native Floridian, born and raised in Clewis-

ton where she still lives today.  She and her husband 

Mel have been married fifteen years and have a 

blended family with two children, eight grandchildren 

and one on the way! 

When asked to write a short bio, Sissie ended by 

saying: 

 

 

We look forward too, as she continues to serve on 

our District Team. 

Sissie Lumpkin 

Secretary South West District 

“I look forward to working with each of you 

this year. We have an awesome Mission 

Team and I know we will be able to pro-

vide you with amazing programs.” 

Dorris Ann Wasson 

Treasurer, South West District 

Dorris Ann has been a member of United Methodist 

Women –or its predecessor – for many years.  It is 

her feeling that UMW is the BEST faith based group of 

women organized for mission.  Through the reading 

program and updates from the Web site, she says we 

are kept informed about issues in our world.  She has 

held offices in her local unit including just finishing a 

nine year term as president; on the Mission team in 

two districts; and the Florida Conference.  

She is an Auburn graduate from the school of chemis-

try and served an internship at Emory University Hos-

pital.  For several years she worked as a medical 

technologist as Director of the Leon County Blood 

Bank and Chief Technician of Jacksonville Blood 

Bank.  After her children entered school, she attend-

ed Rollins College and received a Master’s Degree in 

Education.  She taught chemistry, physics, and biolo-

gy until retirement.   She still substitutes part time 

and tutors AP Chemistry and Honors Chemistry. 

Whenever you see Dorris Ann sitting down, you will 

see her constantly knitting as she says: 

She also enjoy crafts, cooking, and sports – especial-

ly tennis and football. 

“Having a lot of yarn, I decided to knit tobog-

gans (hats) for Henderson Settlement and Red 

Bird School.” 
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(Pictured left to right) Beth Ferris, Linda Lane, Joyce Jacobs, Joan 

Bowlsby, Jackie Morton, Lois Jean Wood, Shirley Smalley 

Good Shepherd United Methodist 

Women of North Ft. Myers 

The food showing in the photos is from a typical 

bag of food that Joyce brought to show what is 

given out to seniors enrolled in their new Senior 

Food program.  Pictured from left to right are Beth 

Ferris (Social Action), Sue Brown and Bebe House-

holder from Sunseekers, and Joyce Jacobs from 

Harry Chapin Food Bank  

The Good Shepherd United Methodist Women in North Fort Myers took up a collection at our church, 

called Souper Bowl of Caring.  This is a national organization, and the collection is taken at the time of 

the Super Bowl game.  The proceeds of this collection from all over the country are given to the local 

charity of the participant’s choice that helps the hungry.  We gave our collection to the Harry Chapin Food 

Bank in Fort Myers.  The UMW members held soup pots at the doors and as people left, they deposited 

their contribution, which amounted to $1200.  Also, a member at our church conducts worship services 

at nearby, Sunseekers RV Park, and they gave $400, making the total presented to Joyce Jacobs from 

the food bank on Feb. 8th $1600.   

The food bank has the buying power of $6.00 for every $1.00 given, so this will help many.  There are 

2500 seniors enrolled, with a waiting list of 600.  They have to qualify and enroll annually.  They receive 

two bags a month, with another bag of protein.  The seniors pick up from a location near where they live, 

either All Souls Episcopal, Palm Harbor Apartments or Suncoast Community Center.  The food bank dis-

tributes food to more than 160 nonprofit partner agencies in five surrounding counties and the agencies 

serve 30,000 people monthly, so we are glad to help this worthwhile cause that helps so many.  

Photos & Article curtesy of Beth Ferris 
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Photos & Article curtesy of Mary Van Tol 

Cape Coral First United 

Methodist Women opening 

umbrellas to intercept  

Human Trafficking 

On Saturday, January 30, 2016 the Cape Coral First United Methodist Women of Cape Coral, Florida 

came together to show their support for victims of human trafficking.  We joined thousands of our sisters 

across the nation in taking a picture as the “Umbrella Defense” promoted by the United Methodist Wom-

en website.  After learning that an "umbrella" defense was named after the football defensive play creat-

ed by New York Giants coach, Steve Owen in 1950 which enabled the Giants to shut out the then-

formidable Cleveland Browns, we were in agreement with the National UMW that this was one way we 

could help.*   

 

Locally, we have supported “Wings of Shelter Int'l, Inc.”* which is a 501(c)(3) faith-based organization 

with Judeo-Christian values dedicated to the eradication of human trafficking across our city, country and 

globe. They offer restoration and rehabilitation to minor female survivors of trafficking while fighting 

against the factors that encourage trafficking to thrive.  On May 20, 2015, Fort Myers, Florida was listed 

as number four in the nation for the number of girls being sex trafficked.* While many of them are 

brought in from other countries, quite a few are local girls, some recruited right out of high school.  Know-

ing this, we could not let the biggest sports event of our country go by this year without voicing our de-

fense for in many cases these unsuspecting young women. This photo was put on our local Unit and 

South West District (Florida Conference) facebook pages and we encouraged everyone to share it on their 

page during the Super Bowl on February 7, 2016. 

 

Sources: 

*http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/intercept 

*http://www.nbc-2.com/story/29116332/local-victim-of-sex-trafficking-shares-her-story#.VrYodlnGeKF 

*http://wingsofshelter.com/index.html 
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A Call to Prayer and 
Self-Denial Kit - 2016 

 
 

 
A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 2016  

Women At Work: Economic Justice and Em-
powerment “A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial” 
materials offer an opportunity for United Meth-
odist Women members and friends to prepare 
and give to United Methodist Women special 
missions. The materials can be used to build a 
program or shared in worship services. Have 
materials available year-round for those who’d 
like to support United Methodist Women!  

Trilingual packet materials (English/ Korean/ 
Spanish) include introductory letter, order form, 
prayer card, poster and offering envelope.  

 

Price:  $2.00     Item Number:  k7035  

Additional Offering Envelopes:  

Price: Free       Item Number: M5047 

Annual Sampler  

2016-2017 

 

Subscribing to the sampler allows you to order five key 
resources just once a year and receive them as they be-
come available. This money-saving package includes 
five resources— all yours for $40 (a $5.50 savings), 
plus free shipping.  

 

The 2016 sampler subscription includes:  
 

2016 Spiritual Growth study on The Bible and Hu-
man Sexuality, $10.00 (Ships when ordered.) 

2016 Issue Study on Climate Justice, $10.00 (Ships 
when ordered.  

2016-2017 Program Book, $10.00 (Ships in July 
2016) 

2017 Prayer Calendar, $14.00 (Ships in December 
2016.) 

2017 Date Book, $1.50 (Ships in July 2016) 
 

Offer ends April 1, 2016! Sampler  subscr iption r e-
newal is not automatic. Please renew each year. The 
studies begin in January 2016.  
 
Price: $40.00   Item Number: K3183 
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Reminder from the Secretary’s Desk 

This note is to remind you to please send any 

changes in the officers of your unit.  These 

changes should be sent to me as soon as you 

have election of new officers.  Please include 

their name, address, phone number, cell num-

ber (if available) and their office.  If you make a 

book or booklet for your unit would you please 

send me a copy.   

Sissie Lumpkin 

Secretary, 

slump60@gmail.com 

863-228-3186 

Address: 436 W. Trinidad, Clewiston. FL 33440 

 

Article Deadline 

The Sojourner is YOUR newsletter to let 

others in the District know about your 

challenges and triumphs working to help 

those women and children in need.  

Please send me anything you wish to 

share with the District Units by the 25th of 

the month.  Your upcoming events and 

digital photos are welcome.   

Mary Van Tol 

VP/Communications Coordinator, 

mvantol@embarqmail.com 

Call: 239-571-0161 

March 12, 2016 

Spiritual Growth Event at Cleveland Punta 

Gorda UMC.  See your Unit treasurer to 

register. Use form on page 7. 

March 23, 2016   
 

2nd Annual Legacy Fund Day of Giving 

See information on page 1. 

 

May 21, 2016 
 

Social Action & Program Resources District 

Meeting 

 

Venice Grace UMC, lunch $8.00 

Registration 9-10, Program 10am 

We now have a website where you can go and 

find information about our District.  

      www.southwestdistrictumw.com 

www.facebook/Southwestdistrictumw.com 

“If we can’t solve it via email, IM, texting, 

faxing or phone calls, let’s resort to meeting 

in person.” 


