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Greetings South West District Ladies!
As I sat down to prepare an article for this month’s Sojourner, I quickly
remembered that Mother’s Day is right around the corner – and that’s a very
important day for me – a day to reflect not only “being” a mother but also a
day to honor “my” mother. This might be a little bit early, but I wanted to
share it with you.
To provide a little history about this special day, the first Mother’s Day was
celebrated in West Virginia in 1912. Mothers were to be recognized as an
important part of our culture and lives. The heart of a mother is like a rare
jewel. They love their children during the worst and best of times. Their love
is unconditional.
Yet all mothers are not the same. Author and speaker Patsy Clairmont says,
“Normal is just a setting on your clothes dryer.” We are all different. She
shared that as women we may “struggle, fail, start over, and celebrate.” But we
are mothers who can love unlike any other person.
I remember a song that I was taught as a child (probably by my mom or
grandma) that I hope you remember singing as well. It goes like this:
M is for the Many things she gave me,
O means only that she's growing Old.
T is for the Tears she shed to save me,
H is for her Heart of purest gold.
E is for her Eyes with love light shining,
R means Right and Right she'll always be.
Put them all together, they spell MOTHER.
A word that means the world to me.
God created families and gave mothers a unique place in that unit. We can
love, give of ourselves, cook, clean, do laundry, put Paw Patrol Band-Aids on
scrapes … We are the first one up in the morning and the last one down at
night. We are the queen of “multi-tasking”. We juggle a lot of things including

(continue on page 2)
The PURPOSE of United Methodist Women
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive
fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the
church.
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(Greeting from Shelley, continued)
raising children, working at jobs, managing a home, and somehow finding a little bit of time for “us”.
Ephesians 6:1-3 tells us, “As for children, obey your parents in the Lord, because it is right. The
commandment Honor your father and mother is the first one with a promise attached: so that things
will go well for you, and you will live for a long time in the land.”
Each day is a new beginning of what lies before us. We have destiny, purpose, and the power to do and
be all that we are called to be. Nothing can stop us except ourselves. As mothers, we always seem to
find the strength to face each day knowing that God loves us and is always with us – he loves us
unconditionally.
Our children need that unselfish love of a mother – that unconditional love. We as mothers need to
love our mothers too. Long life is promised to all who show honor to them.
So this Mother’s Day, say “I love you” to your mother – or to that special someone who has been like a
mother to you. Make them feel as special as they are to you.

Shelley Davidson
President, South West District

A Note From Your Vice President...
I just want to thank all those who attended our March Spiritual Growth Event on the 12th.
Over 90 women were able to attend and hear our special speaker Pastor Cindy Jones inspire us to
remember that “God is With Us!” She brought the message to us using a children’s story by showing
us what she would take with her as a “to go” bag. Each item she had in the bag would not only be
useful as we travel, but would remind us of God’s love and that He is Always With Us. Lisa Roberson
shared some beautiful songs she wrote in times when she thought she needed God the most, and
Mary Freyre, RN from the Dubin Center for Alzheimer’s was able to speak about how those suffering
can find joy in their lives through worship in our churches.
A special thank you goes out to Roberta Swords who helped put the program together and to
the ladies of Cleveland, Sarasota First, and Friendship who came together to support us when we
had to make a last minute change of venue due to circumstances beyond our control! Working
together just shows how loving and giving you are as United Methodist Women! I feel privileged to be
able to serve in an organization that is so loving and caring and willing to be joyfully flexible!
May God shower blessings on you all!
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Spiritual Growth Event,
March 12, 2016
Punta Gorda Cleveland United
Methodist Church

Pastor Shirley Smith,
Cleveland UMC

Guest Speaker: Pastor Cindy Jones,
Grace UMC, Cape Coral
Roberta Swords,
Spiritual Growth Coordinator

Photos curtesy of Lori Perkins
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Shoes for the Soul mission in Bonita Springs
Over 175 pairs of children’s shoes were displayed on March 20 in the front of First United Methodist
Church in Bonita Springs as a result of the “Shoes for the Soul” drive conducted by the United
Methodist Women. Twice a year, usually in September and March, the UMW unit conducts these
drives to benefit children in need at Bonita Springs Elementary and Bonita Springs Middle schools. In
addition to the new shoes donated, two bags of socks and additional funds were donated and
designated to purchase more shoes.
Pastor Clarice Setser of First UMC offered a blessing for the children who will receive these shoes
during the worship service on March 20. After worship, UMW members sorted the shoes by sizes and
bagged them for delivery to the appropriate school. The church and UMW unit have long worked
closely with the elementary school which is located adjacent to the church. In addition to the twice
yearly shoe collections, UMW also provides funding for supplemental reading materials and school
supplies. The church as a whole has offered a summer feeding program with free breakfasts and
lunches to the school and neighborhood during the time when the cafeteria is closed to prepare for a
new academic year.
The Shoes for the Soul project expanded to include middle school students about two years ago.
Many of the middle school children are siblings of children who attend the elementary school. Now
new closed-toe shoes in small sizes to fit toddlers (a pre-school program is offered at the elementary)
up to adult sizes 10-12 for the middle school students are donated by the congregation. Projects
such as this, although organized by UMW, are successful for two reasons: God is always in the
planning for our missions, and our congregation is incredibly generous and supportive.
We all realize that children outgrow their shoes quickly; shoes that were brand new in September
when we had our last collection have worn considerably. Also, many of the children in our community
walk to school, so good fitting shoes are crucial.
-Susan Atkinson, President
Bonita Springs UMW
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The Weaving of Program Resources
& the United Methodist Women Vision

For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God,
that he has chosen you…..1 Thessalonians 1:4

THE VISION OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
United Methodist Handbook 2013-2016
United Methodist Women vision for 2010-2020 sharpens and energizes the PURPOSE of United Methodist Women to remain vital in
the years to come. The vision describes a United Women organization that is:
Turning faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women,
children and youth around the world.
We provide opportunities and resources to grow spiritually,
become more deeply rooted in Christ and put faith into
action. (Spiritual Growth)

The Many Ways to Order Resources:

On the WEB:
www.umwmissionresources.org
Toll-Free: 1-800-305-9857
Customer Service: 1-800-305-9857
Mail:
United Methodist Women
Mission Resources
1650 Bluegrass Lakes
Parkway
Alpharett, GA 30004
E-Mail: cs@umwmissionresources.org
Fax Anytime: 1-770-280-0061
A table of current Reading Program Books, Mission
Studies Books and other essentials along with Free
United Methodist Women materials are available at
scheduled events throughout the year.
To earn a Certificate for participating in the Reading
Program, submit a listing of the books you have read to
your Unit Secretary Program Resources by the last
week of July.
FOUR READING PROGRAM PLANS – Five Categories Education for Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing for
Community, Social Action and Spiritual Growth
PLAN I – 5 Books Per Year, One book from each category
PLAN II – 10 Books Per Year, Two from each category
PLAN III – 15 Books Per Year, Two from each category plus
five additional books from any category
PLAN IV – 20 Books Per Year, Two from each category plus
10 additional books from any category

We are organized for growth, with flexible structures leading to
effective witness and action. (Education For Mission)

Plan I is to include regular reading of response magazine.
Plans II, III and IV are to include regular reading of response
and New World Outlook magazines.

We equip women and girls around the world to be leaders in
communities, agencies, workplaces, governments and
churches. (Nurturing for Community)

All Plan selections can be from the 2011-2016 reading
lists if not included in previous reports, including Youth
titles. You can obtain copies of reading lists on the
United Methodist Women website:
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org

We work for justice through compassionate service and advocacy to change unfair policies and systems.
(Social Action)

For books on previous reading lists go to:
www.umwonline.org/groups/readingprogram

We provide educational experiences that lead to personal
change in order to transform the world. (Leadership Development)

Article submitted by Sandy Segur,
Secretary Program Resources
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Welcome to our new events page where Units can share their upcoming events with others in our
District. If you have an event you would like to advertise and invite others in our District to attend,
please email or call me with your information by the 25th of the month for the following month’s edition. These events will also be featured on our District website.

"A Portrait of a Bride" Presentation”
Saturday April 9, 2016 at 1:00 pm
Trinity United Methodist Women
Trinity United Methodist Church
4151 South Shade Avenue,
Sarasota, FL 34231
Tickets: $15 adult, $5 child (6-12)
Purchase tickets at the church or by contacting
Brenda Lee Hickman
(brendaleehickman@comcast.net) or phone:941921-9392
A Glimpse into the life of an average American
woman as seen through a bride's eyes:
Victorian Era to present Day
Leigh-Anne Brown, Presenter
Leigh-Anne is a life-long lover of vintage and antique clothing as well as a 20+ years collector of
vintage wedding gowns. She displays
25-30 vintage and contemporary wedding gowns,
presented on dress forms in sequential order.
Ticket price includes program and a beautiful
wedding reception following...complete with wedding cake, special refreshments, and
beautiful decorations.
All proceeds benefit Trinity UMW.

Cape Coral First United Methodist Women are
hosting an International Dinner as part of our
Latin America Studies.
“Life in Rural Cuba”
Saturday, April 23rd at 11:30 AM
Cape Coral First United Methodist Church
Social Hall
4118 Coronado Parkway,
Cape Coral, FL 33904
Speaker, Scott Follsom, Youth Director at Gulf
Cove United Methodist Church in Port Charlotte,
will talk about his two visits to their Sister
Church in Cuba and the outreach growth in their
church.
Lunch will be catered by Azucar Restaurant
(Cuban cuisine).
Tickets: $10.00 may be purchased at the
church office or by calling Gloria Heston (239)
560-3053 or email: grmaglo3@gmail.com
All proceeds will go for supplies needed at our
Sister Church in Cuba, Iglesia Methodist de
Banes.
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April 1, 2016
1st Quarter Pledge is due. If you haven't’
already done so, mail your pledge to:
Dorris Ann Wasson
1430 Oak St.
Nokomis, FL 34275

May 21, 2016
Social Action & Program Resources District
Meeting
Venice Grace UMC, lunch $8.00
Registration 9-10, Program 10am

Reminder from the Secretary’s Desk
This note is to remind you to please send any
changes in the officers of your unit. These
changes should be sent to me as soon as you
have election of new officers. Please include
their name, address, phone number, cell number (if available) and their office. If you make a
book or booklet for your unit would you please
send me a copy.
Sissie Lumpkin

Article Deadline
The Sojourner is YOUR newsletter to let
others in the District know about your
challenges and triumphs working to help
those women and children in need.
Please send me anything you wish to
share with the District Units by the 25th of
the month. Your upcoming events and
digital photos are welcome.
Mary Van Tol
VP/Communications Coordinator,
mvantol@embarqmail.com
Call: 239-571-0161

Secretary,
slump60@gmail.com
863-228-3186
Address: 436 W. Trinidad, Clewiston. FL 33440

We now have a website where you can go and
find information about our District.

www.southwestdistrictumw.com

“Without communication life is useless, but
with endless chatting, life is full of happiness.”
~ Anonymous

www.facebook/Southwestdistrictumw.com

