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Good Morning South West District Sisters!
Greetings All! I can hardly believe it is already the month of June!
Where has the last five months gone? With the month of June
that means several things. For my two oldest grandsons, it
means school is out!! They will be in the 1st and 2nd grades and
are just getting a “good” start, but they LOVE it….let’s hope it continues!!
June also means that summer has “officially” begun, although it has felt lately like
we went straight from winter to summer overnight! Father’s Day occurs in June –
a time for us to “spoil” our fathers and honor them for all the hard work they do
for our families. For those whose fathers have passed on, a time to remember
and reflect.
June is also a month in which we should be thinking (and hopefully you’ve already
done this) and that is to submit your registrations for Mission u in July! July 13-16
will be the Florida Conference’s Mission u. The theme for this year’s Mission u will
be “Learning Together for Transformation…” and will be held in Daytona Beach at
Bethune-Cookman University. Studies will be offered for
children, youth and
adults. Adult studies will be offered in English, Haitian Creole, Spanish and
Korean. T-Shirts available for $10 each. Please continue to check your email
address for additional information as well as well as our District’s website for
updates.
And last but certainly not least on May 18-20, 2018 will be ASSEMBLY! We will be
traveling to Columbus, Ohio which marks both the official celebration of the
organization’s 150th anniversary and the location of the first Assembly in 1942!
This event is sure to offer an incredible personal faith journey through community
building, training for action and visioning a movement for the future! Please click
on the following link to find out more: https://umwassembly.org/
I wish you a wonderful summer, and I look forward
to seeing you at Mission u in July.
Blessings,

Facebook:
www.facebook/
Southwestdistrictumw.com

Shelley Davidson, President, South West District
The PURPOSE of United Methodist Women
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God
and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative,
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global
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A NOTE FROM your Vice President...
It has been only a few weeks since our meeting in Spring Lake and I just wanted to say thank you to
all who attended! Although I know many have already gone north for the summer we had 47 women
attending our half day event focusing on Communications & Membership Nurture and Outreach. As
your Communication Coordinator I was able to highlight three areas that are vital to communicating
with our members: Fake news-how we can tell if something is true, understanding how different
generations communicate and United Methodist Women publication guidelines which are essential
in helping our membership grow.
Thanks go out to Sharon Wilson who not only spoke about what it means to be a part of United
Methodist Women, but also how to connect with each other and the importance of nurturing those
members we have to help them be the best they can be while supporting our Purpose and Mission.
A most enjoyable “Jeopardy” game helped us to remember fun facts with the Communication and
MN&O topics.
Finally, a special thank you goes out to Jewell Weaver and her Unit for hosting us
and providing wonderful morning snacks (mmm...sticky buns) and a delicious
lunch for our District Team. Our planning and budget meeting for 2018 was very
productive in the afternoon as we were able to accomplish all of our goals.
Blessings,
Mary Van Tol, Vice President, South West District

UPDATE ***UPDATE***UPDATE
Pam Heady, President of Englewood United Methodist Women, recently suggested that Units in our
District should post when they are having a Mission Study on our website, Facebook, and in the
Sojourner. This would enable other nearby Units to join in the study together. What a Great Idea!!!
Starting in July there will be a tab on the front page of our website listing all available studies and
their location. Pooling our resources is a great way for all of us to learn about missions and serve
others. Click on the EVENT tab to see all the studies available or to add your event!

3

Music leaders Agatha Johnson & Shirley Young

Mary Van Tol, District VP &
Communication Coordinator
speaking about UMW
communication guidelines

Jewell Weaver,
Spring Lake UMW Unit President

Sharon Wilson demonstrates how we can nurture our
membership with the help of her daughter Shelley Davidson!

Our Spring Lake Hostesses led by Linda Spear
serving the Mission Team a delicious lunch!

Our own “Alex Trebeck’s Jeopardy Game”

Mission Team members and guests enjoying fellowship
lunch together before our annual planning meeting.
Photos by Mary Van Tol & Shelley Davidson
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Wings of Shelter Confronts Modern Day Slavery
Modern day slavery – in the form of human trafficking – affects 27 million people around the world.
That slavery can take the form of forced labor or commercial sex. And the state of Florida ranks
third, after only California and Texas, in the number of reported cases of human trafficking based on
calls to the National Human Trafficking Resource Center Hotline. These were only a few of the many
facts shared by Hillary LeMaster, executive Director of Development for Wings of Shelter, during a
presentation April 17, 2017, in the sanctuary of First UMC of Bonita Springs, which was sponsored by
the United Methodist Women.
Following the presentation, the Bonita Springs UMW unit presented a $200 check to Wings of
Shelter to support the important work the organization is doing. Wings of Shelter is a non-profit
organization which has a local presence in Lee County. The local group was organized in 2008 and
is based in Estero. It is the “first long-term residential service for trafficking victims” in the state,
according to Ms. Le Master. There are now several other facilities in Florida which are licensed by
the Florida Department of Children and Families. The local group is licensed as a “long-term group
home” where minor victims can remain up till 18 years of age. Wings of Shelter maintains two “safe
houses” in the county to serve minor female victims.
Human trafficking is “here in our backyard”, according to Ms. Le Master. The speaker pointed out
that this is “domestic” human trafficking. Her organization is not dealing with foreign adults brought
into the country to be exploited either by forced labor or commercial sex. Estimates show 100,000
American kids are victimized through prostitution, pornography, or stripping. The Human Trafficking
Resource Center at Florida Gulf Coast Center serves a seven-county area. It reported 14 cases in
2013; the reported number grew to 38 cases in 2015.
The speaker shared that there is no single profile for victims – not by race, ethnicity, physical
description or size. She said that traffickers “can create a vulnerability for victims” through their
recruitment tactics. A common misconception is that victims are physically restrained. More often,
emotional or psychological abuse is used to control the victims. Since minors under 18 years of age
cannot legally consent to sex, the fact that some “may seem willing” is not relevant. Many of the
victims do not self-identify or ask for help because they incorrectly believe the “trafficker” is caring
for, providing for, and loving them. Many come to Wings of Shelter because they have been involved
with law enforcement, been removed from abusive home lives, or been placed with child welfare
agencies.
The goal of Wings of Shelter is to rescue victims and “begin the restoration process through a
victim’s centered, non-punitive approach in our Safe Houses.” While girls are in the program, the
organization works “to empower and encourage our girls academically, emotionally, spiritually and
socially to help them heal from the complex trauma they have endured and move toward
independence.”

Article Submitted by Susan Atkinson, President Bonita Springs First United Methodist Women
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Our Reading Program for this year is coming to a close. Please submit the Plan you have
chosen, listing the books you have read, to your Program Resource Secretary or to your
President by the first part of July so that she can submit the listing by August 1. You will
receive your CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION at our South West District Annual Meeting in
October.
Sandy Segur, South West District Program Resource Secretary
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June 15
Mission Study forms Due
Send to E & I Coordinator
Marti Daltry (martidaltry@gmail.com)
June 20
Mission u Registration Due
See forms on page 5-9
July 5
2nd Quarter Pledges Due
Send to District Treasurer
Dorris Ann Wasson (warrenwasson@aol.com)
July 13-16
Mission u at Bethune-Cookman in Daytona, FL
August 1
Reading Plan Participants Due
Send to Program Resource Secretary Sandy Segur
sandyrsegur@gmail.com or call 941-249-8726
August 5
Mission Team Meeting (District Team only)
Carlson Memorial UMC in Labelle 9:30 am.
September 16
Mission Sampler at Cape Coral First UMC
Registration: 9:00-9:45am
Program: 10am—2 pm
Lunch $8.00
October 21
District Annual Meeting in Wesley Memorial UMC
Ft. Myers Registration 9:00-9:45am
Program: 10am-3pm Lunch $8.00

Please submit articles for our next Sojourner issue
by the 20th of this month. We want to highlight
your activities for the month, whether it is a fund
raiser, social action, spiritual growth retreat, UMW
Sunday or a mission study...all stories are welcome!

Mary Van Tol
Vice President/Communications Coordinator
mvantol@embarqmail.com
Phone: 239-571-0161
1216 SE 19th Terrace
Cape Coral, FL 33990

Has Your Information Changed?
People move, get new email and new phones.
Please remember to send any updates anytime
this happens to Sharon Wilson at the address
below. Please include their name, address,
phone number, cell number (if available) email
and their office.
613 Sabel Avenue
Clewiston, FL 33440
561-313-3641 (c)
golfpro613@embarqmail.com

Psalm 74:17
You have fixed all the bounds of the earth; you

Be sure to visit our websites to get updated news
and find information about our District.

www.southwestdistrictumw.com
www.facebook/southwestdistrictumw.com

