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Dear Sisters in Christ:
November greetings! This past October, your District Annual meeting was held in which
new officers and coordinators were installed. Effective January 1, 2018, you will have a new
district team! As your current District President, I thought I would share some thoughts with
you as my term comes to an end.
It’s hard to believe it has been 11 years that I have been a part of this wonderful South West
District! We have seen our ups and downs, laughter and tears, all going through it together
as Sisters in Christ.
Special thanks to Marie Lennox and Jannett Sue Hawley who asked me to become involved
in this great district and saw talent in me that I myself did not think I had. They are true
United Methodist Women and dedicated to this wonderful organization.
We have come a long way in the many years that I have been an officer in this district.
Going from Communications Coordinator where we went from “snail mailing” our district’s
newsletter, to emailing them, to creating a data base for our 400+ women, complete with
their contact information, home church and office positions. Quite a job, but so worth it in
the long run!
I’d also like to thank Nancy Vanderwall for her passion for Social Action. Until Nancy, I was
not aware of the numerous issues our state, country and world was facing. She brought to
light the unfair wages and treatment our farm workers were being subjected to. She made
us aware of the farm workers needing just one more penny a pound for their tomatoes! She
made us aware of the modern day slavery our country had faced and the lawsuits that had
been won in the farm workers favor! She also made us aware that human trafficking even
happens during a Super bowl game! Nancy, I will forever grateful for all you did for our
district and for our special friendship.

I must also thank my parents who gave me the strong traits and leadership skills I have
today. My mother, Sharon Wilson, brought to the District her many skits written in the
middle of the night. I am sure many of you remember and have used: “The Lonely Librarian”
“Communication in Time” “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory” and most recently “UMW
Jeopardy”. If you’ve not heard of these, but wish to and use them at one of your unit
meetings, all you have to do is ask, and I will see that you get copies.
So as my term comes to an end, my United Methodist Woman’s walk is not over. Recently,
at the Florida Conference Annual Meeting, I was installed as the new Conference Secretary,
Program Resources. So I hope to see you at Conference events in the resource area!
In closing, I’d like to share a quote I recently found and thought the words were beautiful:
“A strong woman knows she has enough strength for her journey, but a praying
women knows it’s in her journey, where she’ll gain her strength!”
Author Unknown
Blessings to all,

Shelley Davidson
District President

PURPOSE of United Methodist Women
United Methodist Women shall be a
community of women whose purpose is to
know God and to experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to
develop a creative, supportive fellowship;
and to expand concepts of mission
through participation in the global
ministries of the church.
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2018-2020 SLATE FOR SOUTH WEST DISTRICT
INSTALLED ON OCTOBER 21, 2017

Officers
President/Interim Treasurer

Mary Van Tol, Cape Coral First

Vice President

Pamela Freeland, Christ Venice

Secretary

Roberta Swords, Cape Coral First
Coordinators

Education & Interpretation

Patricia Mc Shane, Sebring First

Program Resources

Sandy Segar, Charlotte Harbor Trinity

Membership Nurture

Roberta Swords, Cape Coral First

& Outreach
Spiritual Growth

Sandra Barton, Bradenton First

Social Action

Joyce Shelso, Bradenton First

Nomination Committee
Nominations Class of 2018

Diane Killmaier, Spring Lake Sebring

Nominations Class of 2019

Gloria Heston, Cape Coral First

Nominations Class of 2019

Sherrill Carr, Sarasota Trinity
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A Note from your Vice President...
Greetings All! The Annual Meeting held on October 21, 2017
was well attended by 109 members and guests. Kay Roach, the
Florida Conference President was our guest speaker. The 2018
Budget was accepted with $75,000 going to pledge to mission
and $7,550 for A&MD.
Awards given out were many, including 14 Mission Today Units,
11 Mission Study Awards, 4 Racial Justice Awards, 16 Rainbow
Givers, 13 Five Star Units, and 80 Reading Plan participants
reading over 680 books! A special thanks to Englewood UMW
who had 22 active readers!
We were honored to have District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Rini
Hernandez lead us in our Communion Service assisted by Rev.
Victoria Guthrie, pastor of Wesley Memorial. Sherrill Carr and
Evelyn Miller from Sarasota Trinity UMW set the stage for the
afternoon with a beautiful piano/flute duet.
A special thanks goes out to the women of Wesley Memorial
who provided delicious refreshments, lunch and a lovely cake for
dessert honoring our leaders’ service. Thank you also goes out
to our song leader Sara McMillan and pianist Janet Carter who
led, sang and played our hymns during the event.
Thank you to those who filled out our survey. We welcome
comments to help us understand how we are doing and how we
can improve your experience at the event. Many enjoyed the
speaker and the music but felt the day was long. The Annual
meeting is a time for us to come together and celebrate our
accomplishments and do the business setting up for the
upcoming year such as electing and installing officers and
approving the budget. This is also a time to honor those who are
leaving the team after their years of service. In the future we will
try to streamline some things in order to save time, but please
remember to graciously accept that we are all volunteers, not
professionals, and try our best to keep you engaged in our
Purpose and Vision of Faith, Hope and Love in Action.
Blessings,

Mary Van Tol
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President Shelley Davidson calls the
meeting to order. Secretary Sharon Wilson
taking notes and Leah Pittard our
parliamentarian are seated on either side
of her.

Dorris Ann Wasson, Treasurer
presenting the 2018 Budget

Welcome Banner made
by Wesley Memorial
Diane Killmaier, Chair on
Committee on Nominations
announces 2018 Slate of
Officers

Kay Roach (center) with newly
elected District President Mary
Van tol (left) and Secretary
Roberta Swords (right)

Kay Roach,
President of the Florida Conference
United Methodist Women speaking
to us about our vision of Faith,
Hope and Love in Action

Rev. Victoria Guthrie
Wesley Memorial Pastor
giving Invocation
Photos curtesy of Mary Van Tol
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Thank you to the Wesley
Memorial UMW members who
provided a delicious meal with
grace and hospitality!

Kay Roach & District team members
completing their terms receive Special Mission
Recognition Pins

Mary Van Tol (center), with members of
her local
Cape Coral First UMW Unit

Rev. Dr. Rini Hernandez & Rev. Guthrie
getting us ready for Communion

Photos curtesy of Mary Van Tol
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December 9, 2017
Mission Team Meeting
Incoming and outgoing District Officers
and Coordinators only!
Charlotte Harbor Trinity UMC, arrive at
9:30 and bring materials to pass on.
December 10, 2017
4th Quarter pledges due
Send to District Treasurer,
Dorris Ann Wasson
1430 Oak Street
Nokomis, FL 34275
941-412-0847
January 27, 2018
Local Officers/Coordinators Training
Sebring First UMC
Registration: 9:00am -9:45 pm
Training: 10:00 am—2:30 pm

Has Your Information Changed?
People move, get new email and new phones.
Please remember to send any updates anytime
this happens to Sharon Wilson at the address
below. Please include their name, address,
phone number, cell number (if available) email
and their office.
613 Sabel Avenue
Clewiston, FL 33440
561-313-3641 (c)
golfpro613@embarqmail.com

Please submit articles for our next Sojourner issue
by the 20th of this month. We want to highlight
your activities for the month, whether it is a fund
raiser, social action, spiritual growth retreat, UMW
Sunday or a mission study...all stories are welcome!

Mary Van Tol
Vice President/Communications Coordinator
mvantol@embarqmail.com
Phone: 239-571-0161
1216 SE 19th Terrace
Cape Coral, FL 33990

Be sure to visit our websites to get updated news
and find information about our District.

www.southwestdistrictumw.com
www.facebook/southwestdistrictumw.com

