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To My Sisters in Christ:
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
Proverbs 3:5-6
As I sat down to write my final letter to you as your District President, I found
myself reflecting on the past year and its events. The year was filled with
many exciting events, fun times, and road trips, new friendships made and
reconnecting with old ones!
It’s hard to believe that 2018 is right around the corner and with a new year
brings the South West District a new president, Mary Van Tol. Mary and her
new team have a wonderful calendar planned for the District and hosting
evens you won’t want to miss.
As for myself, I leave the District as your president, but hope to see each of
you at future District events, Mission u AND Conference events as I will be
serving the Conference as your Secretary, Program Resources.
Again, it has been an honor serving the District and I have memories that will
last a lifetime! I wish you and your family a wonderful Christmas and a safe &
prosperous New Year and I’ll see you in January!
Blessings to each of you,

Shelley Davidson
District President

“The Best things in life are the people you love, the places you’ve been and
the memories you’ve made along the way.” (Author Unknown)

PURPOSE of United Methodist Women
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God
and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative,
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global
ministries of the church.
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A Note from your Vice President...
“There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a
time for every event under heaven” — Ecclesiastes 3:1
As I write this note I am thinking about my upcoming duties as
your District President. While I look forward to this wonderful
opportunity to serve, I can’t help but reminisce about the past
two years serving as your Vice President and Communication
Coordinator. I have met so many wonderful, active, involved
and creative women who are so passionate about mission
and spiritual growth both in their own community and the
world. The programs, stories, songs, prayers and love you
have shown and shared with me have uplifted and
encouraged me to know that there is a lot of good in this world
even when bad things happen.
I want to thank Shelley and the District Team for all the help
they have given me to be able to provide all of you with
programs that are enjoyable and effective. My prayer is that I
hope I will be able to direct and lead you in maintaining your
individual units by helping them stay strong and grow in
membership through fellowship and service while fulfilling our
Purpose.
Pamela Freeland will be taking on my vice president
responsibilities and will be leading the programs starting in
January. I know you will give her all the support she will
need, just as you have given it to me.
When I was installed in October we didn’t have a treasurer or
a communication coordinator. They were to be my jobs as
well! But I had faith and prayed that someone’s heart would
be touched and come forward. Well, guess what? Two
women felt it was “their time” and agreed to fill those
positions. They were approved by the nominations committee
and the District Team and were installed by President Shelley
on December 9th. Phyllis Jackman from Wesley Memorial
will be our new treasurer, and Ruth Hollandsworth from
Sebring St. John will be our new communication coordinator.
You will meet them at the Local Officers Training in January
that I hope you will all attend.
In closing I feel it truly is my “time” to lead you as District
President while I still have the energy to do so. I look forward
to working with the new team and want to wish you all a
Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year!
Mary Van Tol
Vice President
South West District

To all the ladies of the SW District I
bring holiday greetings and
blessings to all!
The past two years as your Spiritual
Growth Coordinator have been very
rewarding. I have had the opportunity to
share with you some of my personal life
and experiences through devotional
moments and various writings which
were inspired by the one and only Holy
Spirit. I pray that these in some way
have touched each and every one of
you.
Additionally, I have had the opportunity
to speak with many of you and get to
know the SW District women better as a
group of women who love the Lord and
fulfill the Purpose as United Methodist
Women. Although, I will no longer be
your Spiritual Growth Coordinator as I
am moving on, I know we will all be
blessed by Sandra Barton who is joining
us from Bradenton. Welcome to the SW
District, Sandra.
Even though I will no longer be the
Spiritual Growth Coordinator I am not
leaving the District Team as I have
agreed to fill the position of Secretary
for the next year. I look forward to this
new position and can only pray that I do
as well as our previous Secretary,
Sharon Wilson.
Looking ahead to a great 2018 filled
with hope, cheer and many blessings for
all of us; may you all have a very
blessed and spiritually filled Christmas.
Shalom,
Roberta Swords
Departing Spiritual Growth Coordinator
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The Florida Conference
held its 44th Annual
Meeting on November 4,
2017 at the First United
Methodist Church in
Lakeland, FL

November 4, 2017

Dr. Paulette Monroe spoke
about upcoming programs
at Mission u in 2018

The Scripture reading Colossians 3:15 was read in
four languages: Creole, Korean, Spanish and English.
Shelley Davidson read the English version. President
Kay Roach on right.

Keynote Speaker Dee Wooten
Beggarly, Liaison Florida
Conf er enc e and Met hodis t
Seminary in Havana Cuba spoke
about how her small community in
Florida connected with Cuba and
the Sudan and created a global
community of faith.

Korean United Methodist
Church Praise Team

Social Action Miami Climate March

Two very important upcoming events:
150 UMW Anniversary & Assembly - May 18-20
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Thanks to Charlotte Harbor Trinity United
Methodist Women who hosted our end of the
year Mission Team Meeting on December 9th.
Special thanks to President Nancy Boronkas
and Janett Sue Hawley who provided us with a
welcoming space and delicious lunch!

Shelley Davidson installed Ruth Hollandsworth as
Communication Coordinator and Phyllis Jackman as
Treasurer for the South West District.

Magdala’s daughter
Ruth shared the
day with us as a
future member of
United Methodist
Women!

2017 South West District Team
Back row: Sandy Segur, Diane Killmaeir,
Roberta Swords, Magdala Emond (National
Organization), Jannett Sue Hawley (Conference
Nominations)
Front row: Pamela Freeland, Mary Van Tol,
Shelley Davidson, Sharon Wilson, Marti Daltry
(Dorris Ann Wasson, Marie Lennox and Joan
Bowlsby were unable to attend)

Photos curtesy of Shelley Davidson & Mary Van Tol

2018 South West District Team

Back row: Diane Killmaeir, Joyce Shelso, Phyllis
Jackman, Ruth Hollandsworth, Pat McShane,
Jannett Sue Hawley (Conference Nominations)
Front row: Sandra Barton, Pamela Freeland, Mary
Van Tol, Roberta Swords, Shelley Davidson
(Conference Program Resources, Secretary)
(Sandy Segur is still on the team, but not in this
photo)
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Florida’s Children’s Week
Florida’s Children’s Week is the only annual event held in the state of Florida that celebrates and honors its
commitment to children and advocates. This legendary event began more than 20 years ago during the tenure of
Governor Lawton Chiles.
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Florida’s Children’s Week
Florida’s Children’s Week is the only annual event held in the state of Florida
that celebrates and honors its commitment to children and advocates. This
legendary event began more than 20 years ago during the tenure of Governor
Lawton Chiles.

Florida Advocacy Days
January 21-23, 2018
“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves,
For the rights of all who are destitute.
Speak up and judge fairly:
Defend the rights of the poor and needy”.
-Proverbs 31:8 NIV
You are invited to join your voice with other brothers and sisters in Christ as we gather in Tallahassee
during Annual Children's Week. Together we will learn about critical justice issues affecting children in all
of our communities throughout Florida. The Florida Advocacy Days partnership consists of The FL
Conference of The United Methodist Church (Bishop Kenneth Carter, Jr.) partnering with The 11th
District of the African Methodist Episcopal Church (Bishop Adam J. Richardson, Jr.) and Florida
Impact (Trudy Novicki, Executive Director). This gathering provides an opportunity for Christians
to speak in love to those who have the power and influence to create change that betters the lives of all
people in Florida, with an emphasis upon children. The ideal participant would be the person who brings
a knowledge, passion and desire to collaborate with others who will give voice to the Social Holiness
concerns of our shared Wesleyan heritage and/or the justice concerns of the Church in this day and
age. Further, this event is intended to create momentum within individuals and among people groups,
resulting in dialogue with their legislators and engagement in the work of advocacy on an ongoing basis.
The two day event begins with a dedication of Children’s “Hanging of the Hands” at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday
at the Capitol, followed by a Sunday evening worship service and reception held at Trinity UMC in
Tallahassee at 6:30 p.m. to which the public is invited. Monday includes The United Methodist Church
and The African Methodist Episcopal Church and others, coming together with Florida Impact for a day of
prayer and learning, as we prepare to meet with our legislators and advocate on behalf of "those
who cannot speak for themselves." The event culminates with a Tuesday morning Prayer Breakfast held
at Trinity UMC at 7:00 a.m., followed by a group photo, a march to the Capitol and pre-scheduled
appointments with legislators and a debrief over lunch at Trinity UMC.

Although registration deadline was December 14, you can go here for information on daily
events.
Registration: https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/FloridaAdvocacyDaysJanuary2018
Children’s week information: https://childrensweek.org/
Florida Impact information: https://www.floridaimpact.org/
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January 13, 2018
District Officers Training
Life Enrichment Center, Leesburg
Registration: 5:00 pm
Training: 7:00 pm
January 27, 2018
Local Officers/Coordinators Training
Sebring First UMC
Registration: 9:00am -9:45 pm
Training: 10:00 am—3:00 pm
See Flyer & Registration Form pages 5-7
January 21 – 26, 2018
Florida Children’s Week
Many events to attend every day
Register at:
https://childrensweek.org/our-events/
register-now/
See Information page 8
February 17, 2018
Mission Team Meeting
District Officers only
Clewiston First UMC

Please submit articles for our next Sojourner
issue by the 25th of the month. Send them to
our new Communications Coordinator listed
below. All Unit activities are welcome for
submission. Digital photos are preferred.
Ruth Hollandsworth
Communications Coordinator
1327 Deer Park Court
Sebring, FL 33872
Phone: 863-414-6530
Email: ruthhollandsworth.umw@gmail.com

As the new year begins all
Units in our District are required to send a list of officers
and coordinators to our
District Secretary, Roberta
Swords. If your Unit makes a
directory, you should send a copy to her and the
District President. A copy of your budget should
be given to the District Treasurer. These may be
brought to the Local Unit Officers/Coordinators
Training on January 27th.

Roberta Swords
Email: ladyswrds@msn.com
Phone: 305-323-2432
Address: PO Box 152913
Cape Coral, FL 33915

Be sure to visit our websites to get updated news
and find information about our District.

www.southwestdistrictumw.com
www.facebook/southwestdistrictumw.com

