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Change 

Till it to me Straight…. 
 Foster County Soil Conservation District 

Board meetings are tentatively scheduled for 

9:30 a.m. on November 14, December 12, and 

January 9 (2nd Mondays) at the USDA Service 

Center.  Please contact the district office at  

652-2551 to confirm dates and times. 

 USDA Service Center will be closed for Veter-

ans Day on Friday, Nov. 11; Thanksgiving 

Day on Thursday, Nov. 24;  Christmas on 

Monday, Nov. 26; New Years Day on Monday, 

Jan. 2; and Martin Luther King Jr. Day on 

Monday, Jan. 16..   

 “Talking Dirt” on KDAK (1600 AM) will be at 

8:40 am on Nov. 2, Dec. 7, and Jan. 4 (first 

Wednesdays). 

 

Chairman Curtiss Klein 701-653-5708 

Vice Chair Robert House 674-3606 

Supervisor Cody Montgomery 652-5397 

Supervisor Karl Hoppe 650-8810 

  

NRCS District Conservationist 

Paul DuBourt 

652-2551  

Ext 120 

Soil Con. Tech. Nichole Johnson Ext 121 

SCD Manager Dionn Schaaf Ext 123 

SCD Ed. Coordinator Jill Vigesaa 701-799-5488 

Foster County  Extension Agent   

Joel Lemer 

652-2581 

Foster County SCD 

2016 Supervisors, Advisors and Staff 
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Issue No. 78 

Fall 2016 

How things have changed 
 
Humans used to work the ground with a hoe, then a plow pulled by a horse then on to a 10 horsepow-
er tractor and now they can go 600 horse plus and do just as much work in one round as what used to 
take a week. 
 
If you wanted something to eat, you had to grow, raise, or hunt for it. Now you just go to the store 
and buy it. 
 
If you wanted to read after dark you either sat by the fire or lit a candle, now just turn on the light. 
 
Speaking of fire, you had to build one to keep warm, now just turn up the thermostat. 
 
Want to see family 200 hundred miles away you had to take a week to get there . Now it is a 3 hour 
drive. 
 
Fertilizer used to just come out the hind end of a cow, then the modern version came in bags, That 
you had to handle about ten times, now its loaded on your truck and you never have to get a sore 
back.  Same goes for seed. 
 
When it was time to harvest, it was cut by hand and threshed by hand to.  Now there are combines 
with 40 foot heads. 
 
Then after harvest, the fields were worked and then worked again until they were black. Now you can 
spray to kill the weeds or just work them once. 
 
My how things have changed. Well almost everything.  Over the last couple of years I have noticed 
an awful lot of black fields in the fall. And for the good of the soil and the livelihood of future genera-
tions, that has to change. 
 
      Bob House, SCD Supervisor 
      Grace City 

There will be an open position for an appointed member of the Foster County SCD’s Board of Super-

visors for 2017.  If you are interested in helping provide conservation assistance to the residents of 

Foster County, please contact one of the Board members listed below for more information, or call the 

district office at 652-2551 ext. 3. 

Interested in Joining the SCD Board? 
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Soil Health Principles – In A Nutshell 

 1.  Reduce Soil Disturbance – Farmers have heard for quite a few years that reducing the amount of tillage will help increase soil 

organic matter, increase soil structure, and protect the soil from wind and water erosion.  Despite these very important bene-

fits, you still see a lot of tillage taking place in the county.  Understanding the “hopes” of having dryer soils in the spring is 

the goal, most times those are not the results the following spring.  Areas that are traditionally wet are still wet, tillage doesn’t 

help us get closer.  Actually the fact is by leaving the soil un-tilled, the residue and structure of the soil does allow the air 

seeder to float across the wet areas and a lot of times get those nuisance areas seeded.  Producers need to think and evaluate 

how much the tillage is helping them.  Most have drills that could seed into a parking lot, so cutting residue isn’t the problem.  

But you don’t need expensive single disk drills to minimize soil disturbance.  A hoe style drill is still a great option to seed 

into standing stubble while maintaining less soil disturbance.  Oftentimes we are doing these things like tillage because “that’s 

what we’ve always done”, but if tillage was so good at drying and warming the soil, we’d be in a lot better shape than we 

usually are in the spring.  The actual results of tillage is less infiltration, more runoff and therefore bigger areas of ponding.   

 WE HAVE AN INFILTRATION PROBLEM!! 

 

2.  Keep the Soil Covered Longer – Have you ever noticed that Mother Nature always tries to cover her “skin”.  Whether its 

grass, trees, moss, etc, there is always a natural cover to almost all of our landscapes.  This is important principal to under-

stand when it comes to farming our landscape.  Our soils are said to have had up to 10% organic matter! Now we have mined 

them down to around 3-5%.  Obviously we are not going back to native grassland prairie but there are strategies we can incor-

porate to help build a similar “skin” or ”armor” such as keeping the crop residue intact on the soil and using fall cover crops.  

These covers bring different root structures to the soil to increase water infiltration, weed suppression, they offer different 

food to the soil microbes, and keep the ground protected from erosion. Besides deserts, nature wants to have the surface cov-

ered, we don’t want to try farming in the desert! 

 

3.  Building Plant/Root Diversity -   Soils are a lot like you and me.  They are living, breathing, functioning and we rely on 

them to be healthy to carry out key processes we rely on to grow a crop.  Also like us is the soil’s performance is very depend-

ent on the diet of the soil. The more diversity of the plants being grown the better that soil will perform.  Again soils are fed 

each year from plants growing and decomposing.  Soil microbes digest the vast amounts of residue that accumulates from 

growing crops, rangeland grasses, etc.  Our European farming practices have us trained that monocultures are best for produc-

tion. While that may be true to an extent, we have to keep in mind that diversity in growing plants is what built our soils to the 

high levels of fertility it once had.  Having a diverse crop rotation has enormous benefits in weed and disease management 

which is a whole other subject of problems. Having a diverse crop rotation will benefit the soil building process through dif-

ferent root structures and chemical interactions. Again the principal to learn from nature is that diversity from plants, plant 

roots, and the breakdown of both are what feed and build our soils.  We need to understand that our cropping system of corn 

and beans …maybe a small grain….is like feeding the soil with just lettuce and rice….we need more substance on the menu 

to build a better functioning soil! 

 

4.  Keep Living Plants Growing Longer  - We constantly face challenging field conditions in the spring planting season.  Yet we 

don’t do much different in the way we manage our fields to prepare for those challenges.  Almost all of our major crops 

grown in our area are done using moisture the first part of September.  Have you ever paid attention to how much rain we get 

from September through freeze up?  Sometimes it can be enough to fill the soil profile, especially fill the lower areas that are 

worked black every year in hopes of seeding it.  A positive change that everyone should consider is instead of doing the same 

thing we’ve done for over 60+ years in fall tillage is to try to grow a cover crop.  Understanding that with corn and soybeans, 

the timing doesn’t quite work unless aerial application is used, putting a cover crop on any drowned out, unestablished areas, 

early harvested fields all would benefit from these fall seeded crops.  Mixes 

usually include radish, turnip, sudangrass, barley, sunflower and possibly a 

legume like clover or peas.  The diversity of the mix offers the benefits we 

previously talked about in principal 3, but also if you think of saline areas, 

sometimes where one plant can’t quite germinate another may.  As the condi-

tions change another will fill in, before you know it the area is smaller and 

“fenced” in as I call it.  Increasing the time period that we are using moisture 

to open up the soil profile for spring moisture will help us to manage our 

field conditions better than any other management strategy out there.  A plant 

uses more moisture then tile, tile is totally dependent on field moisture levels 

getting past field capacity in order for the soil to actually release that mois-

ture.  A plant will utilize any level of soil moisture it may have and at the 

same time improve soil structure through root development.  Using late sea-

son moisture with crops like radish, rapeseed, and rye will make spring 

field conditions much better for seeding. 

 

Fall cover crop after wheat – Radish, pasja

(turnip hybrid), sudangrass, winter rye, 

crimson clover 
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Plantskydd Available 

Those who would like to arrange for the district to apply Casoron on 

their tree rows this fall should contact the district office.  Casoron is a 

granular herbicide that suppresses weeds in the spring before the trees 

come out of dormancy.  Application will take place after temperatures 

are reliably below 50 degrees, probably in November.  For assistance, 

contact Foster County Soil Conservation District at 652-2551 ext. 3.  

The SCD has Plantskydd repellant available for protecting 

trees and shrubs from damage by deer, rabbits, and rodents.  

To prevent buck rub, the makers suggest making a 2:1 paste to 

apply to the tree 

trunks.  For best 

protection from 

browsing, treat 

plants before the 

problem begins in 

spring or fall.  With 

proper application, 

the spray is rain 

resistant and can last 

up to six months in 

the winter and 3-4 

months during the 

growing season, although new growth will also require treat-

ment. The spray requires 24 hours to dry without precipitation 

in order to be effective.  It is nontoxic and approved for organ-

ic production.  Granular form is also available to deter small 

mammals.  See http://www.plantskydd.com/agriculture-

testimonials.html  for others’ experiences using Plantskydd for 

trees and crops.  

Call for Casoron Application 

The North Dakota Soil Conservation Achievement Awards Program is 

a statewide program whereby each of the 55 Soil Conservation Dis-

tricts recognize farmers and ranchers who have made an outstanding 

effort to conserve their valuable soil resource.  Begun in 1948, this is 

the only program of its kind in the nation. 

The 2016 Achievement Award winners for Foster County are Chad 

and Rachel Bickett.  They implement a conservation crop rotation 

consisting of wheat, corn, and soybeans with the help of their four 

children, Taylor (23), Breanne (21), Ryder (10), and Parker (7).  Their 

children have helped them hand plant at least 8,000 trees over the last 

decade, in addition to over 13 miles of trees that the district has ma-

chine planted for them.  They began trying cover crops and alfalfa for 

marginal ground on their own, and have recently signed up for the 

CSP program to better utilize cover crops and practice more efficient, 

high level nutrient management. 

All Conservation Achievement Award winners in North Dakota will 

be 

hon-

ored at a recognition banquet at the annual meeting of the North Dako-

ta Association of Soil Conservation Districts in Bismarck in Novem-

ber.  Each Achievement Winner receives a 16 x 20 inch framed aerial 

photograph of their farm. A second photograph of their farm is placed 

in the traveling Soil Conservation Achievement Awards Program Ex-

hibit where it will be displayed at the North Dakota State Fair, and 

several agricultural shows for the next year.  The Bicketts will also 

receive two jackets embroidered with the local SCD logo. 

Congratulations to the Bicketts on their contribution to local conserva-

tion efforts. 

2016 Foster County Conservation Achievement Winner 

Manure Spreader Rental 

The District’s manure spreader is available to rent.  It has vertical 

beaters that give a wide, even spread and a capacity of approximately 

420 bushels.  The district has shafts to fit either 1 3/8” or 1 3/4” 

PTOs.  A tractor of at least 120 hp with a 1000 rpm PTO is required 

to operate it, as well as a power washer for cleaning it. 

The manure spreader is available for $300 per day.  This cost includes 

manure testing and soil testing on one field if the renter desires and 

arranges for it in time to receive the results before spreading.  There is 

a $500 repair and cleanup deposit, which will be applied to the rental 

cost if the machine is returned properly cleaned and in good repair.  

For more information, contact the SCD office at 652-2551 ext. 3. 

http://www.plantskydd.com/agriculture-testimonials.html
http://www.plantskydd.com/agriculture-testimonials.html

