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Planning for the Bad Times 

These descriptions of  the effectiveness of cell grazing were forwarded to us back in June.  Even in the black-and-white version of the first 

photo, you can see the difference between tall green grass on the left side of the fence and the just-grazed pasture on the right.  Grazing 

systems that allow pastures to have a proper rest period make sense for a number of reasons:  increased carrying capacity and         

productivity; better soil and pasture health including higher soil organic matter and larger root masses; better absorption of rainfall; more 

even use of forage including the less desirable species; and extending the grazing season, allowing a decreased feeding period and less 

manure hauling.  It makes economic sense in the best of times, but it can make a critical difference in bad times like drought. 

No-Till Drill For Rent 

The District now has a  no-till drill* available for rent.  It’s a 14-foot     

Haybuster 147C drill with legume box and native grass attachment.   

While  intended for cover crop,  native grass, and other habitat plantings, 

it could also be used for cash crop plantings.  The drill is available for 

rent at $10/acre, with a $200 minimum charge and a $50 charge if it’s not 

cleaned before return.  Contact the SCD office to schedule check-out for 

use. 

For complete information on services available from the SCD, please 

check the “Products and Services” page on the District’s website, 

www.fosterscd.com, or call us at 652-2551 ext. 3.  

*Purchased with the assistance of  the ND Game and Fish Department using 

Federal Aid funds under the Wildlife Restoration Act (CFDA# 15.611) from 

the US Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service.  
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Avoiding Blue-Green Algae 

Most years during the heat of summer, outdoor enthusiasts are advised to be cautious with their dogs around some waters due to        

potential health hazards associated with blue-green algae. Ingestion by a dog, even humans, can lead to severe illness, and in extreme 

cases for pets, death. 

In a nutshell, blue-green algae, or cyanobacteria, are microscopic organisms found in water. Potentially toxic blue-green algal blooms 

occur under conditions of hot, dry weather. 

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department generally issues an advisory of this nature in late July, August or September, when the fall 

hunting seasons are ready to kick off under less than ideal warm weather conditions. 

Dr. Dan Grove, Game and Fish Department wildlife veterinarian, said it is usually late summer and early fall when prime conditions 

exist for blue-green algae growth in many state waters. 

“But it only takes a few hot days for blue-green algae to bloom, and we have experienced many days like this already this summer,” 

Grove said. “Conditions are right for lakes, ponds and wetlands to become contaminated by the toxins produced by the blue-green     

algae.” 

Shallow, stagnant water, with moderate to high nutrient content, provides an optimum environment for blue-green algal growth. Water 

or wind movements often concentrate blue-green algae along the shoreline, and eventually the bloom appears as a blue-green “scum” 

floating on the water’s surface. The threat diminishes, but is not completely eliminated, once the weather cools. 

And it’s a warning that shouldn’t be taken lightly, Grove said, because when these conditions are present it is not uncommon to receive 

reports of dog deaths after drinking water where blue-green algae blooms are present. 

“Dogs shouldn’t drink or swim in discolored water or where blue-green algal blooms are apparent,” Grove said. “If dogs practice      

retrieving in these conditions, they should be rinsed off immediately and shouldn’t be allowed to lick their coat.” 

In addition to dogs, Grove urges the public to avoid contact with, and most importantly, not to swallow water affected by blue-green 

algae. 

According to Greg Power, Game and Fish Department fisheries chief, “Lakes with an ongoing blue-green algae bloom may not be    

aesthetically pleasing, but anglers can still fish and eat fish that they harvest. People just need to make sure that they thoroughly rinse the 

fish and their hands. Thankfully, most people are pretty thorough when cleaning fish.” 

In 2016, the North Dakota Department of Health issued advisories or warnings for 15 lakes and reservoirs that experienced blue-green 

algae blooms with unsafe levels of the toxin in the water. The advisories and warnings were finally lifted the end of October. 

The North Dakota departments of Health and Agriculture recommend these steps to avoid exposure: 

    Respect advisories announced by public health authorities. 

    Do not swim, water ski, or boat in areas where the water is discolored or where you see foam, scum or mats of green or blue-green 

    algae on the water. 

    If you accidentally swim in water that might have a blue-green algae bloom, rinse off with fresh water as soon as possible. 

The Department of Health also notes that people and animals that swallow water containing these toxins can become sick with severe 

diarrhea and vomiting; numb lips, tingling fingers and toes; dizziness; or rashes, hives or skin blisters. They say children are at higher 

risk than adults for illness because their smaller size can allow them to ingest a relatively large dose of toxin. Symptoms can occur as 

quickly as one hour after ingestion. 

For additional information about the effects of blue-green algae blooms, visit the North Dakota Department of Health website, the North 

Dakota Department of Agriculture’s Animal Health Division at 701-328-2655, or call a local veterinarian. 

           Greg Freeman, ND Outdoors 

What is the cure? Proper nutrient management and developing water sources for cattle. 

Tips to reduce nutrients from entering runoff to our surface waters: 
·  Sample the soil in your yard before you fertilize. 
·  Leave your grass clippings on the lawn—they give nitrogen back to the lawn. 
·  If you do need to fertilize, use only the recommended amount of product, and keep it off sidewalks and other hard surfaces 
·  Use field soil samples to calculate a nutrient budget for your crops. 
·  Complete a comprehensive nutrient management plan for your farm. 
·  Sample manure before applying it to the soil to ensure it is applied at the correct agronomic rate. 
 By limiting the nutrient sources in a watershed, we all can help prevent the growth of algae in our lakes. 

https://gf.nd.gov/magazine/2017/jul/www.tinyurl.com/NODAKHABS

