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Kracht Implement 
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Phone: 701-652-2551 ext. 3 

Fax: 855-888-6970 

E-mail: 

dionn.schaaf@nd.nacdnet.net 

"Fostering" Our Natural 
Resources 

For descriptions of trees and shrubs 

log on at:  www.lincolnoakes.com or 

www.ag.ndsu.edu/trees/handbook.htm 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

www.fosterscd.com 

www.facebook.com/fosterscd 

 

 

  

 

Phone: (701) 674-3388 

Fax: (701) 674-3392 

410 S Railroad Ave 

PO Box 92 

Grace City, ND 58445 

www.cropproductionservices.com 

701-652-2886        centralsteel@yahoo.com 

We offer GSI grain bins, dryers, grain handling equipment, Shivvers 

drying systems, Norstar hopper tanks, Springland Power sweeps, 

Country Clippers zero turn lawnmowers, welding supplies & gases, 

bulk bolts & nuts, sprockets, pulleys.  We have experienced         

contractors for concrete, and bin erection available.  

Let’s Keep Our County Roads Safe 

Till it to me Straight…. 
 Foster County Soil Conservation District Board 

meetings are tentatively scheduled for 8:30 

a.m. on August 14 and September 11 (2nd Mon-

days). The October meeting will be held at the 

Schoolhouse Café in Grace City, 8:30 a.m. on 

Monday, October 2nd.  Please contact the dis-

trict office at  652-2551 to confirm dates and 

times. 

 USDA Service Center will be closed for Labor 

Day on Monday, Sept. 4 and for Columbus Day 

on Monday, Oct. 9.  

 “Talking Dirt” on KDAK (1600 AM) will be at 

8:40 am on Sept. 6, Oct. 4, and Nov. 1 (first 

Wednesdays). 

 The district’s website is now fosterscd.com.  

Check our home page for links to apply for tree 

assistance programs.  The second round of 

applications for the ND Heritage Fund tree 

planting program for 2018 are due Aug 15. 

 

Chairman Robert House 701-674-3606 

Vice Chair Cody Montgomery 652-5397 

Supervisor Curtiss Klein 653-5708 

Supervisor Karl Hoppe 650-8810 

Supervisor Sam Partlow 674-3111 

NRCS District Conservationist 

Paul DuBourt 

652-2551  

Ext 120 

Soil Con. Tech. Nichole Johnson Ext 121 

SCD Manager Dionn Schaaf Ext 105 

Nat. Res. Coord. Josh Bruggman Ext. 3 

Farm Bill Specialist Kayla Graber Ext.101 

SCD Ed. Coordinator Jill Vigesaa 701-799-5488 

Foster Co. Ext. Agent Joel Lemer 652-2581 

2017 Supervisors, Advisors and Staff 
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Issue No. 81 

Summer 2017 

As we drive around the country side and look at the crops and the scenery, do you notice that some of 

our intersections are being obstructed by crops?  It is at the point where it is getting dangerous and an 

accident waiting to happen in our  county.  Just this past week in Steele County, a young boy was 

killed at one of those intersections.  According to the Forum, a tall cornfield near the intersection may 

have affected visibility.  

It comes to a point where we as farmers need to be more responsible when it comes to obeying    

township right-of-ways.  It is illegal to farm a right-of-way (encroachment).   The width of right-of-

ways varies from a minimum of 33 feet from the center of the road, increasing to 37.5 feet on some 

roads, and up to 75 or 100 feet on some county highways.  Rule of thumb is that there should be about 

18 feet of grass in the ditch. The ditch should be maintained so it can easily be mowed and hayed. 

According to the ND  Century Code, with any encroachment you are liable for damages. The cost of 

the damages will be assessed to your land taxes. 

The question arises, why is encroachment not enforced? The biggest argument is “everyone does it.”  

So where do you start?  Township Supervisors and County Commissioners should begin by checking 

their own land.  It is not easy to enforce something if you are in violation yourself!  

Our ditches and right-of-ways have a purpose.  A properly maintained ditch helps in drainage and the 

correct width of the right-of-way helps in the safety of the people traveling our 

country roads.  If there is an accident and there was encroachment, who is liable?  

The farmer, landowner, Township, or the County could all be liable.  It is up to 

the Township supervisors to keep an eye out for violations and let the county 

know. 

I hope we can all do our part in Foster County and try to work on this problem. I 

truly believe it’s an accident waiting to happen.  

     Curt Klein, SCD Supervisor 

Information on blue-green algae problems is provided on page 4.  For more information on     

livestock and water quality, go to NDSU Extension’s Water Quality web page at  

www.ag.ndsu.edu/waterquality/livestock 

 For guidance on how to test water quality for your livestock, see the link to  

Livestock Water Testing Guidelines on the ND Dept. of Health website at 

ndhealth.gov/WQ/AnimalFeedingOperations/AFOProgram.htm 
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Meet Joshua Bruggman, Natural Resources Coordinator 

 My name is Joshua Bruggman and I grew up near Waconia, MN with my parents 

and two sisters. Through my family I developed an interest in the outdoors and 

conservation which led me to many experiences.  

I attended the University of Minnesota Crookston attaining a B.S. in Natural Re-

sources with an emphasis in Wildlife Management. Next was the University of 

North Dakota where I graduated in May, 2017 with an M.S. in Biology.  

Once school was complete, I was hired by Eddy and Foster Counties as their 

Natural Resources Coordinator. I work with both the Eddy and Foster County 

NRCS/SCD staff to implement conservation programs in both counties. Eventu-

ally there is going to be a targeted watershed effort to improve water quality. In 

this watershed, I will be working with producers and landowners to implement 

conservation programs to improve water quality.  

I am married to my wife of 3 years, Megan Bruggman, and we moved to a place 

near Sheyenne, ND. Our hobbies include anything related to the outdoors, from fishing to hunting. I look forward to working with 

producers and landowners within both counties to further their conservation goals and objectives.  

 

Drought Stress and Tree Watering Guidelines 

 This notice was sent out in early June, and the continuing drought in many areas makes it an important guide. 

“With nearly 1 quarter of North Dakota experiencing ‘moderate drought’ and the remainder of the state observing ‘abnormally dry’ 

conditions, recently planted trees may be suffering from drought stress. North Dakota Forest Service staff have observed moisture 

stress throughout the state; particularly in western North Dakota. Recently planted trees require adequate soil moisture for root   

systems to become established. Root system establishment can take 1 to 3 years depending on the soil type and species. During this 

establishment period, young trees and shrubs need frequent watering to prevent water stress. 

Landowners and homeowners are encouraged to give newly planted trees supplemental water. Generally, landscape trees require 1 

gallon of water per day per inch of caliper (diameter of stem at the base of the tree). Conservation grade trees (shelterbelt plantings) 

should receive a gallon of water every 2 days while drought conditions persist. Two to three inches of wood chip mulch spread just 

beyond the drip line of the trees will also assist in soil moisture retention.” 

         Michael Kangas, North Dakota Forest Service 

 The District’s manure spreader is available to rent.  It has vertical 

beaters that give a wide, even spread and a capacity of approximately 

420 bushels.  The district has shafts to fit either 1 3/8” or 1 3/4” 

PTOs.  A tractor of at least 120 hp with a 1000 rpm PTO is required 

to operate it. 

The manure spreader is available for $300 per day.  This cost       

includes manure testing and soil testing on one field if the renter  

desires and arranges for it in time to receive the results before  

spreading.  There is a $500 repair and cleanup deposit, which will be 

applied to the rental cost if the machine is returned properly cleaned and in good repair.  For more information, contact the SCD 

office at 652-2551 ext. 3. 

Manure Spreader Available for Rent 
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The Soil Conservation District held its 13th annual First Grade Tree 

Planting on May 12 this year.  This event is part of the City of     

Carrington’s official Arbor Day celebration. The city of Carrington 

was represented by City Auditor Jennifer Gast.  School personnel       

attending included Superintendent Brian Duchscherer, para Sandy 

Trader, School Custodian Dale Perhus, and bus driver Armilla Hetle.  

The tree planting was also attended by SCD Supervisors Cody  

Montgomery and Curt Klein. 

Teachers Adeline Fischer and Lexi Sveum brought their students to 

learn about trees, tree planting, and conservation from ND Forest 

Service Community Forester Gerri Makay, SCD Supervisor Curtiss 

Klein, and SCD District Manager Dionn Schaaf.  The Carrington 

Tree Board provided two trees for the Class of 2028 to plant.  The 

students all pitched in to plant an “Autumn Blaze” hybrid maple at 

the high school grounds, and a “Snowdrift” flowering crabapple tree 

at the city park.   Kenleigh Hinrichs, Emery Patzer, Marah Johnson, 

and McCoy Bjerke got to take home the four kid-sized shovels    

provided by the SCD.  Along with information and coloring pages, 

the students and their teachers all received conservation T-shirts. 

As always , we hope the trees will grow with the students, and they 

will take another photo with their first grade trees when they are  

seniors. 

Time to Begin Planning 
Next Year’s Tree Plantings 

1st Grade Tree Planting 

Many areas in eastern North Dakota have lost over 50% of 

the topsoil since 1964.  We have 47 years of topsoil left! 

It’s time to begin planning next year’s tree plantings.  We 

can begin looking at your locations and needs now in order 

to order the trees while your preferred species are available.  

If you would like to apply for financial assistance,             

applications for some programs are already due, while 

others can be submitted at any time.  Links to information on 

these programs are available on the District’s homepage, or 

call our office to discuss them.   

 

A copy of the district’s tree order form with a list of        

conservation grade trees that will likely be available for next 

year is included in this newsletter for those who wish to plant 

the trees themselves.  Orders will begin to go in this fall, and 

while we can order trees at any time, the nurseries may have 

limited supplies.  Also keep in mind that preparation of 

planting sites should begin this fall.  Proper site preparation 

is critical to have a successful tree planting.  Technical    

assistance is always available free of charge, whether the 

district is planting the trees or you choose to do it yourself.   

  

An option to consider for improving the survival of your 

trees is using tree tubes.  Besides offering physical          

protection from damage by rodents, rabbits and, to some 

extent, deer, the tubes appear to help provide the trees with a 

better growing environment.   They protect the seedlings 

from the wind, provide a miniature greenhouse environment, 

and can help protect them from damage by sprays and  mow-

ers.   Local tests have found that trees have significantly  

faster growth and much better survival with trees tubes in 

place than without. 

In addition to applying weed barrier fabric on the trees, the 

District has also acquired a seven-foot pony drill for planting 

grass between tree rows to suppress weed growth.  The   

District will seed grass for 15 cents per linear foot of trees, 

including the recommended grass seed mix, with a minimum 

fee of $300. 

For complete information on services available from the 

SCD or a copy of the tree order form, please check the 

“Products and Services” page on the District’s website, 

www.fosterscd.com.  For assistance with  tree orders, tree 

plans, and tree planting programs, please contact Dionn at 

the Foster County Soil Conservation District at 652-2551 

ext. 3. 

The SCD was at the Carrington 

Library’s summer reading  

program again this year.  On 

July 19, Farm Bill Specialist 

Kayla Graber was at the library 

to talk about adaptation.  She 

led the kids in a discussion 

using drawings of unlikely-

looking plants and animals, 

asking if they thought each was 

something real.  She then 

showed photos of the real things and explained how their           

adaptations help them survive in extreme environments. 

SCD at Summer Reading 
Program 

Memorial trees were planted this summer at the               

Carrington city park for Kenny Montgomery, former SCD      

Supervisor, and Elmer Kosse, who planted trees for the 

District for many years. 


