ISSUE 11 Term 1 February 2019

SCHOOL HOURS

Welcome back everyone. Judging by the terrific tales of holiday fun, most families
had a great summer break. It was terrific to see all of the children so excited to be
back at school and ready to learn. I would like to pass on a warm “welcome” to
all new families. We will hold a little “welcome morning tea” in week 5.

8:45am – 11:00am

I would like to formally welcome 3 new staff to RPS. We have Sigrid Devries in our
1/pp class (TLC3), Cath Spencer, Education assistant, also joining the early
childhood team in TLC 3 and Kim Gullotti, Education Assistant and new to our
kindy classes. I would like to welcome back Margarita Rockley, Yr 4/5 room 2,
from maternity leave. It is so good to have the new staff and “old favourites:
return. All of these staff members are passionate about providing the best
educational experience possible for your child. If you have a look at our website
(www.rivervaleps.wa.edu.au) , you can read a little more about these and all
school staff.

1:30pm – 2:50pm

11:00am – 11:20am—Recess
11:20am – 1:00pm
1:00pm – 1:30pm—Lunch

Early Close—Thursday
2:30pm
Classrooms open at 8:30am.
There will be supervision
available from 8:15am in the
undercover area for children
who arrive earlier than
8:30am.
Please phone or email us at
the school if your child is
going to be absent from
school.
PH: 9277 1642

Sigrid De Vries

Cath Spencer

Kim Gullotti

Rivervale.ps@education.wa.edu.au

PARENT/TEACHER COMMUNICATION
Your child’s teacher will communicate to you soon regarding class specific information. Teachers are allowed to
select the most suitable format for communication. For some classes it might be a parent meeting, for others it
could be a newsletter or email. We find that email communication is actually a great format for 2-way communication about your child. Teachers usually try to respond to emails within 24 hours. Of course we still welcome
face to face visits and these can take place
informally before or after school or more formally, with a call to
the office and a suitable time booked.
The school does have a Facebook page. This can be accessed at Rivervale Primary Perth WA (Not the Singapore
Rivervale PS)
https://www.facebook.com/RivervalePrimarySchoolPerthWA/

LAB UPDATE
The new science lab (room 1), has been completed. We now have $20000 in funds to provide resources. This
area is going to be set up with some terrific science investigations which can be used by children regularly (even
recess and lunchtime). Once the resources are here and
set up we will offer all parents a tour of the new facilitywe’ll keep you posted.

RIVERVALE PLAY
Our Play Plan continues to be a huge success.
The intention around this is to use our recess and
lunchtimes to engage the children in meaningful activities,
teach them how to play games, to interact and to display
GOOD MANNERS. We have also renamed “duty” as TICC –
TIME INVESTED CONNECTING WITH CHILDREN. The
thinking behind this is that we want our staff to be
proactive, engaging, guiding and encouraging and
not just “on duty” and waiting to deal with problems.

During the recent hot weather, one of our TICC areas
was the library. The children played board games.
Some children were able to act as guides and teachers and teach their friends how to play chess,
checkers, ludo, snakes and ladders, backgammon
and Chinese checkers.

PARKING AND CROSSWALK
I would just like to remind all families that you need to use the crosswalk when entering or leaving the school on
Acton Avenue. This crosswalk has the best attendant around- Mr Super Crossing Man, Will Pascoe.

PLEASE USE THE CROSSING

– allowing your children to move

from a parked car across the road at any other point than the crosswalk is
extremely dangerous.
With regard to parking at the school- we have plenty compared to other
schools. WE ASK THAT YOU DO NOT PARK IN THE STAFF CAR PARKS (there
are 2 staff carparks, one at the front of the school and one alongside the
TLC Building). These car parks always have pedestrian traffic before and
after school. Those who pick up by car in the afternoon have ample parking on Acton Ave, Campbell Rd, the cul-de-sac near room 1 and even the
car parks at the Bird Assoc on Acton Ave. Parents with ACROD stickers and
special circumstances have been given permission to park in the Disability
access position in the main car park. Please follow the rules as it helps us to keep your children safe.

SPLIT (multi age) CLASSES
You have probably realised that as we are a relatively small school with regard to student numbers (just over
200), we have a multitude of split or multi age group classes. For 2019 we have: a year 1 /pre-primary, year1 /2,
year 3 /4, year 4 /5 and a year 5 /6. I personally really like split classes and know of schools that set up split
classes even if they do not have to because of small numbers in a particular year group. In this modern era of
education, the number/name on the classroom door has little bearing. All teachers will find out what level your
child is at and then plan to take them to the next level. For example, we have children in our year 5 /6 classroom
who are working at a year 8 level.

SHORT TERM CAREER OPPORTUNITY
Do you see yourself engaging with smiling children and happy families every morning and afternoon? Do you see
yourself as a role model and a protector of the community? Do you see yourself enjoying having super powers-i.e
the strength to stop moving vehicles? If you answered “yes” to any or all of the above then you might be the right
person to apply for the positon of temporary crossing warden for Rivervale PS. Our current crossing warden, Will,
is taking a 3 month trip and so we need to find a replacement. The hours of work are quite friendly for those of
you with children at the school. The job starts each day at 8:30 am until 8:45 am and in the afternoon from 2:50
pm until 3pm. (Thursday is 2:30 until 2:45 pm). You do not have to be a parent at the school to take on this roleTRAINING AND UNIFORM IS PROVIDED. If you would like to find out more just call in to the office and speak with
one of the administration team.

ASSEMBLIES
Assemblies for terms 1 and 4 take place every second Friday at 9am in the undercover area. For terms 2 and 3 we
switch to the afternoon time of 2pm. There is an assembly this Friday (15/2/19).

Technology and Enterprise Request
Miss Peden is requesting any old denim clothing to be bought in for a project she has planned for your children
during T&E this term. Denim clothes can be dropped at the office.

Wednesday 6th March
At 8:45am
Parent Morning Tea
Join us for a Welcome Morning Tea, on the beach outside the library.
Drop your child/ren in class then come and join us for a cuppa and a chat.
We look forward to seeing all our new and “old” parents.

Booklists
Booklists items can still be purchased from the Newsagency, please drop into the office and we will help you
organise your child’s stationery , then it will be delivered straight to their classroom.

2019 Contributions
The total amount of contributions parents/caregivers are being asked to pay has been set at $50.00 per student
in years Kindy to 6, which is in line with the School Education Regulations 2000.
Money collected will be used to supplement school expenditure in the curriculum learning areas. While the
contributions are voluntary the quality of our teaching and learning program will be maximised when each
family makes its contribution to the cost of supplementing funding gained from other sources, including the
State and Commonwealth governments. Your contribution will be used to supplement school funding for the
purchase of resources needed in the provision of the learning program activities. Please make your payment at
the office, we have eftpos and direct debit available.

ABSENTEE PROCESS
If you child is absent from school please email us or phone us with reasonable cause on the day.
Email: Rivervale.PS@education.wa.edu.au or Phone : 9277 1642.

NO HAT NO PLAY
Please remember that your children need to wear a bucket hat during recess and lunch to be allowed to play out
side. Any child without a hat will be restricted to covered areas for recess and lunch time.For the time being until
the new uniform hats arrive , your child is allowed to wear a bucket hat from home. Please ensure all hats are
well labelled with your child’s name.

