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THE JONAS BSPARKS SRIGES FAMILY HIiSTORY
PART 11
JONAS 3. CRIGGE SECOND MARRIAGE ~ TO MARY FRANCES OWEN ROYSTON

T = F T g T T 3 3 T e oy o S = - = 7 = o o~ 5 4AEASw - <
L never leazrned who helped Jonas 8. Griggs cave for his four movherless chiidren, especi-~

T 5o % Bay Tarvgosr Deass — % o 2 = 23 PR 3 ¥, % T 3
ally the baby Luey Aun, during the less than five months that it took him to zourt and

myay WMaeg 18 23 e leoman y S = = ol F e 2 ar = < 3 By L 10N
marry Havy Frances Owen Royston, a widow, then 26 years old, om July 286, 186C.

£ » Dr. Jeremiszh Ayres, a bachelor azbout the
to Mary Frances Roygton, also.}

Hary Francas Royston brought her two little Roysten girls, Aon Elizabeth, age § and Nsena
Allice (&s it is given in the Jonas Griggs family Bible) not yet two years oid, te join
the four Griggs chiidren.

To these six "your children' z ehildven”, Jonas and Mary Frances added the firse of
gix “our children" - Polily Beil {(as recovded in the Griggs Family Bible, called "Melly™)
nine months iarer cn May 1, 1861, Molly was, therefore, only 14 months

SosE Ao R
nalr-gisfew, lgy Ann.

O e [3

The four Origge children and the two Hoyston girls were so youmg 2t the time of Jonas®
end Mary Frenmees® marriage, th of them as feir pervents, and they and the
six "our” chiidven grew up as one family. I have heard 21l of them testify that they
knew no difference between their full, half, or step brothers and sisters.
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As they grew older, and 28 I came o koow they I wae aware of 2 much closer relationship
emong the three youngest children, Mattie, Edwaszd and Lesths. This was natural, sinc
they lived together for over six years after their parent's desths. There was also a
elose relastionship of this group with Luey Ann Griggs Owen, Mollie Grigge Elkin and Wil-
iiam T. Griggs snd their femiliies. Moilie Griggs Elkins’ fomily was as close o hes
half-brother, W. T. Grigges and hex helf-sister, Luey Ann Griggs Owen, snd their famiiies,
as they were to any of her full brothers and sisiers.

Alllece Royston Bonny and James C. Griggs died as adults, several years before theiv parents
did. Charles Lincoln Griggs died in 1906 at age 42, the second of "our' children to die.

MARY ¥RANCES OWEN ROYSTON (Aug. 7, 1834 - July 17, 1886)

Mary Franees Owen was the daughter of James Wesley and Polly Asbury Powell Owen of Union
City, Madison County, Kerntucky. She merried John Sinclair Roysion { - Magch 22, 1
on August 30, 1833, when she was i9 years old. The minister was her brother-in-law. Rev.

i
W. H. Niblick, He had merried her sister, Sally Amn Owen.

!

s 2

John Royston owned 2 farm on Silver Creek in Ma
from the present farm of Turley Nolend. He and
Frances gave birth 2o three children:
Ann Elizabeth Royston - August 15, 1854
James Wesley Royston - July 29, 1836
Namna Allice Royston - September 28, 1858

iizon County, somevhere zeoross that ersek
his wife lived there, and there Mary
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3, 185%, less than £ive e
3 years and 38 days, died of
sy Owen’s {for whom he had baan
£y, Kemtucky.

with whieh to make 2z shroud, (Most married women and all widows
of sge.} But Mary Frances Owen Royston recovered, and less thar
in the black taffere dress, to Jonae S. Griggs.

JONAS SPARKS AND MARY FRANCES CRIGGS

Jonag and Maxy Franees Criggs lived together for 26 years in the village of College Rill.
They had six children -~ listed herve:

Polly Bell {Mollis) Griggs - May 1, 1861 - Nov. 19, 1919 - Merried Jamss W. Eikins
Charies Linceln Griggs ~ July 8§, 1864 -~ Auvg. 6, 1906 - Married Dors Norris
Mattie Eads Griggs - October 1, 1866 ~ March 31, 1948 - Married A. Howard Hampion
lucian Edward Origgs - Mareh 15, 1869 - Nov. 14, 1944 - Married Marzy Smith

Fannie BEula Griggs - Dec. 9, 1871 -~ July 18, 1874 - sge 2 years snd 7 muon

Leatha May CGriggs - Dec. 4, 1874 - Jan, 30, 1961 - Marrzied David B. MeXinuer

Death which had come 2o them go freguently in the past, in ¢
wife and hugband, in the loss of three yougg children for Jo
Prances, came agsin at intevvals:

1. Fapnie Eulaz Guiggs - Their
2, Ailice Royston Bomney — Septen
3. James C. Griggs ~ Sept. 28,

4/ Moliie Donmey Griggs. wife s

There were numercus desths of young or still-bozn grandchildren, Wili

9
Ssra Bird Rucker 1, Mollie Griggs Eikin 3. After Jonas and Mazy ¥
Royston Grinstead lost a young son kiiled by lightming.

But with all thie, Jonas and Mary Franess seemed o have had 2 hapy’
children to be good men and women, to make good husbands and wives -~

None of their children or grandshildrven wers ever in Zhe diveree c

PR

had many friends, become leaders in the village community
Chuweh,



Jonas, sometime before 1880, built & sew house. My mother, Leaths Grigg
eswsmber living In the "old house”, and since she was born ian 1874 and
in 1886, it is thus I judge the date. It wag buili of brick burnad an
across the voad from the heouge. The 1876 mep of Madison County shows the loest
brick kiin.

The "new" house was bullt 4o front of and to the side of the "old house®. Typical of the
houses of that date, it had a eenter hall, with ilavge sgusre rooms op each side. The "front"
staizway went up from this hsll to an upper hall, that in turn, opened into the two rooms
gbove those dowustairs. & door in the rear of the lower hsll opened onto an L-sheped back
porch. The parieoy was on the right ss you eamtersed, with the family zoom on the left. 3Be-
hind it was the "ell” with the dining roem and kitchen. There was & staivwsy on the porch,
godng up back of the pavior wall, from which there was eatrance o the twe bed-rooms over
the dining zeom end the kitchen. There was a large front porch, one storv. (4 floor piam
iz inmecluded at the end of this chapter.}

Fart of the old log house must have been preserved zs wr Mother spoke of & "wash-house” in
the yard with s fireplace, tubs, kettles, stc. for washing and boiling elothes. Too, they
picked wocl there, and washed it for spinning and weaving. The smoke~house, hen~house, ihe
privey, the spring and spring-house and the lce~house { = mound which is ite &llen-in roof
and the spring asve the only things te be seen today {(198%9)) were on the seme side of the
toad as the house, ag was tha store.

The bazn, sheds, kile, and ether bulidings were acvoss the road from the house. Mother re-
sempered the orchards apd vineyardes, in additforn to the garden. Spoke of sn "spple~house”
with thick, double walls, sewdust filled for imsulation, wherz apples were stored in winter,
and cider was made and the barvells of c¢ider vinegar were stoved alss a 'zoot-calliar" {(a
room underground, wallied with stome and covered with dirt} and also & "cellsr™ under the
kitchen of the "new house”. The former was used for potatoes, cabbege, turnips, ete. and
the latter for the canned tomstoes, blackberries, the jams snd preserxves, the big stone
erocks of pickies or egps stoved in brine for the winter, saussge fried and stored in jars
and covered with fat that csme from the frying.

Rew furniture - some &b lesst - was puvrchased for the new home. Since this house burned

te the ground in 1887, one year after Jomas CGriggs® desth, wvery litile of this furniturs

was saved, wostly that whiech waz in the pavior. This inciuded s marbie-topped dresser {walaut},
2 mavble-topped walnut teble, an organ, siz sane-bottomed walnut straight chairs, and st

least four pictures. Lesths Criggs and a neighbor boy, Fimer Destherage, two children 13

years of age and in thelr night~clothes, ook up and saved the stair carpet. I think the
parlor carpet was alsc saved. All of the bed-ciothss on tha bannisters upstsirs of the

back porch for sumning and airing eouid have bzen saved, had anyone thought £o have Tun

up and thrown them down.

But a0t ell the furniture in the "new” house was new. Mother esuld remember two old chersy
chests and an old “corded" bedstead in her ™a’s and Pa's" room. Mary Frances Origgs evi-
dently had new dindng voom furniture, because she gave her old walnut three-corneced cup—
board to her daughter, Melide Grigge Elkin. (Mollie Elhin's grandehildren, Griggs apd J.W.
Moores have this eurboard now - 1964

I have been under the impression that Jonas and Mary Frances Griggs lived, slepi and died
in the "family voom”, but Matiie Grimstead (sge 86 in 1969 remembers that Jonas was iil
gnd died in the upstairs bedroom above the parior. She remembers being taken there to
see him, snd that he let her have the brass beil that he used to c2il, to play with. She

knews now how nervous that must have made her grandpe. 2ya ahe on the gill of

the window and locked eout on the roof of the fromg possh. 1/2 vears old.}



Temembers her yrandma, Mary Frances, telling her to go over £o the
: 2 thres-yeavr-old across z eouniy voad om an evrand ﬁ@ﬂayﬁ} anﬁ %aﬂi
yau? Jnels Cha?t e to bring me some dips and some cobs” {for stariing a firve.]
mm@;%ﬂe;saa»ﬁ and si&zﬁeé for | E es distant, beczuse the

negro fayw worker whom she call When she cowe Lo & mud !
up on the fance 33& waited until her young unele, Ed Griggs, came along on ¢

% = "... -
her back to her grandmsther.

We do not kaow when or why Jonas S, Grigge and three or four of his brothers ceme to Coil gge
Hill. We do know that Jonmas, the eldest brother, bought hig first piece of land there in
18530, four veers after his marrisge t¢ Lucy Aun Johnson. This purchase was for one acye

for ¢2558G from Dr. Thomas Moberly who had merried a Lipsceomb who had inherited muckh lan

£

Mr. B. €. Edwards thinks Jonas Griggs may have owned the first store in the village snd we
da knﬁw hld store housed the firs: Post Oﬁﬁie esteblighed in 1875, and dhown on the 18756
Madison Counuy mar as just beyond Jonas' “ebiﬁenﬁe and on ti e sane sid af the zoad. Mz,
Bdwerds says this stove was bei* of byrick alzo, as alder members of the community can Te-
wember he g*“e of bric T where the stove burned. (This caul& have besu the brick frem the
burned house}. Whether brick or frame} burned when the home did or at & later
date we do nor know.

g e

iist of deeds to and from Jonss 5. Griggs, sisgly aad in pavinership with hils brother,

ucian T. Grigge, shows he bought and sold many acresges, some of them vary small. At @%g

time of his death, Jonas owned not enly his home place, but alse parinershiy lands with

ig brother Lucian. (See Jeg¢s‘ wiii on page __ -} Seversl of these lands aze shown
" o —

"

= e
B

v

on the 187¢ map of Madisom Coum
The bill of sale fur Jopmss Grigge' stock (See ad on page 3 *ﬂ4§a °8 e bred and
raised horses and mules, ae well as raised sheep and aattle. 4z old “ecash bock" kept by

Edward Crigge, afier his father's ueatb, lists services furnished mazes.

#is children always spoke of Jonas 8. Griggs as & gocd farmez, following the best known
practices of the day. Since all good food - mest, miik and daivy products, fruits and
‘vegetables, fiour and meal, poultry, ete. - had to be produced and prepsred a2 home, there
was & pever—ending and huge task for zil mewbers of the family. Seme copiles of 1830 issues
of THE KENTUCKY AGRICULTURIST, subscribed to by Hiram Deouthict (Gremdfather of Mavgaret
Ayres, Hirem Douthitt II, Willism Blamton, ete.} ave mounted in these books. {Pages

}. Theme illustrate that even at that date, thers weve farmers who ware uging all
means avaliable to them to do & good job. If Jonas Grigge subscribed ¢o this magazine,
any preserved copies were lost when the Grigps home burned in 1887.
Other indexes of his satisfactory material etstus, were his gifts to ssch c¢hild when they
marvied; of & feather bed, a good horse and saddlzs and to the girls, st least, z half-
dozen st@?iing teaspoons; of his gift of zn acve of land to the new "briek®™ chureh, of
the bricks for that chureh; of his gif& of tha Collsge Hill Cemeterv; of his gift of two
gcres of land te the Yexas Seminary for $1.00; the faet that he sevved as guardisn of the
orphaned Hiram Douthits IT {hrother ag Margaret Douthitt Avres}; aznd of the sstare he lsft.

Mary Frances Owen Royston Griggs and her two daughters shaved the estate of Johzm Sinclsir
Royston. I have founé ne will @? tis and I de not koow when this ssiate was yeﬁtl i: but
Mother spike of YMa‘s and innie’s land” aﬁd of Annie getting it all when her mother died,

Allice Royston Bouney having died without heire before her mother died.



THE JONAS SPARKS GRIGGS FAMILY HISTORY

PART IV

Jonas sznd Mary Frances Griggs' Community Life

We do not know when Jonas S. Griggs became such a2 devout Christi
joined the Methodist Episcopal Ch;rch, nor do we know when the first Met
wasz organized and bullt in Texes, later (lege Hill, Kentucky. James
eulogy (Page } to Lucy Amn Johnson Griggs, speaks of her joining
Episcopsl Church and “receiving the pearl of great price” four vears
That would have been in 1850, the year Jonas Griggs bought his first i lege
Hiil, and the year that Mr. B. C. Edwards thimks the Church was orguniz d and the £i
frame building constructed. Could thie have been the resuit of a revival? g
land for this building? No deed has been found after diligent research.

The first known trustees of the Texas Methodist Chureh were Jonas §. Gri ggs, John
Marsh, Hamilton Norris and James Wesley Owen, who became Jonas Griggs’® father“iﬂwlau at
his second marrisge. In 1854, these trustees purchased from Dr. Thomas Mcberly and his
wife, a house and 2 1/2 acres of land across the road and a few hundred feet to the north
of the church building, for a parsonage for their pastor. They paid $225.00 for this
property out of their own pockets. Later, they were reimbursed by members of the con-
gregation for all but $7.00 of this amount, except of course for their own contributions.
Since there was trouble on the "circuits” of that day over the ownership of parsonages,

the deed to the property was, on the advice of the Presiding Elder, kept in their names.

Little else is known of the family history during the 1850's. The close associa-
tion of the Griggs and Owen families in the Church explains why Jonas and Lucy Ann Griggs
named & son Thomas Owen Griggs, and why Mary Framces Owen Royston rented her farm te
John Allen Griggs before she was married to Jonas.

Although he could find no deed tc substantiate it, Mr. Ba C. Edwerds was convinced
(local tradition) that Jonas Griggs gave the land for the original Coliege Hill Zemetery
and establizhed the first 8071@@9 Hill Cemetexy Association, tho ugh it may not have had
that exact title. (This cemetery does not belong te the College Hill Methodist Church

ag I had thought at one time.) i
This conclusion proved to be correct. When Jonas Griggs gave the land for the
second Methodist Episcopal Church im 1866, he gave z very exact deed to this scre, more
or less. When we plotted this deed te the church on graph paper with 2 protractor, Jonas
S. Griggs states definitely that the land to the northesst of the land deedsd to the
church belongs to him. That would be that part of the cemetezy that leys betwzen the
site where the two churches omce stood. {See the maps cf this church lot, drawn from
the deed and the plot of the genersl area taken from the College HilI1l Map in the 0. GC.
Beers Map of Madison County, in 1876 - Mounted on page a3 T Griggs gr&vaa
are in the corner nearest the road and nearest the site of the orlginsl an
Methodist Church in College Hill, Kentucky.

i
[

(LATER: That this cemetery was the private property of Jonas S. Griggs, was fin-
ally confirmed beyond a2 doubt when in 1971, Miss Mattie Grinstead {88 vears old)} and 2
step-granddaughter of Jonas §. Griggs, gave me the paper mounted on page of this
voluma. This paper is =z Eeg&i document of the Methodist Episcopal (Brick} Chuzch, sat-
ting aside part of its "acre more or less" lot, for the use zs z cemetery. This paper,
dated 1896, states definitely that the cemetery between their lot and that of the Meth-~
odist Episcopal Church, South (White) is the property of the Jonas S. Grigge hairs, M.

Griggs having died in 1886.
Since there was no ﬂ%ei te this cemetery and none te the Ffirst i present, Meth-

edist Church in Coll il G ?éWG*ds and I are now convi i that

Grigss gave the

- .

Farv. wdrhane

- 5 Sl man
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The Ton gate at the cemetery says it was es
eonclusion = these first graves, no doubt. After the "Bri
the land back and to the north of it was slso used for cemetery lot
College Hill Cemetery is really a gift of Jonas S. Griggz and his

My mother, Leatha Griggs McKinney, told meny time
tery were laid off, with a gravel walk arocund each. Asse
per lot per yesr for upkesp. A4 white paeneled feace marked th
tery and & vock-walled, gravel-filled walk ran the length of the ceme
to the other. There was a gate entrance to the cemetery near whers
grave gtone stands, and another gate at the "Brick" church. Tha whis
beyond that chureh to the boundary of the church lot.

Jonas Griggs' second wife was the great-niece of the Rev. Lawrence Owan, who came
from Maryland in 1786, and estsblished Owen's Meeting House {Methodist} in Clark County,
Kentucky, from which the “"Great Revival of » according to Redford in his "History
of Methodism in Kentucky" began and spread over all the frontier COUnETY.,

Mary Frances Owen Royston Griggs®' grandfather, John Owen, brother tc Rev. Lawrencs
Owen, and who came %o Kentucky from Maryland with him, her father aad mother, Wesl
Owen and Polly Asbury Poweil Owen, were a2ll converts ¢ these early revivals,
brought that faith to join that of her husband and his children.

Two of the three letters written by Jonas S. Griggs, that we

ten to a Methodist minister and to 2 group of his fellow church men
{for this Section) and mounted on page __ of this volume.

r&

These letters were written only a few months before his
faith. He evidently believed in “sanctificatiod’ a2 doectrine tha
Wilmore College in my own youth. In simple words, it was the bel
come 20 good here on earth that he could become “sanctified” amd
trine was one of the grest beliefs of many Methodists and othe:
Jonas Griggs' lifetime.

"iving Thanks” at avery meal, reading the Bible and deily familv
rigid routine requirements in the Jonas Griggs home., My mother, Lest
aithough only twelve years old et the time of her parent’s death, hed
I've heard her say, that even in the leanest years of her own family'
never worried "beczuse the Bible says, {(Psa. 37:25) ‘I have bhesn v
yet have I not seen the vighteous forssken nor his seed begging br
father was e righteous man. She knew that she would never have %o be:
was one of his seed!

But not all of Jonas and Mary Frances Griggs’
piness. They had marzisd in 1860 at the beginning of

¢
£

As was all of Kentucky (and the oi
divided between those who supported th
Confederacy. The former were non slisv
slave-holdezs and of Demoecratic politics.




That section of Madison County of which' the village of Texas {later College Hill)
weg the center, we no excepiion this this division nor to the bitterness that develo
catween nelg nds and even families. This division and bitterness hecame

£ 3 f the slaves, the ending of the war and the "Reconsiruct
been bankrupted financially, were bitter, and blamed the

Not only was the entire CGriggs family devout Republicans, but the sntire Owen
fanily from which his wife, Mary Frances Qwen Royston Griggs, came, were mest definite
followers of that polifical party, and so were zll their children. Jonas and Mary Frences
Griggs named their oldest son - Charies Lincoln Griggs. Jonas' friend, Dr. Jermiah
Ayres had come from Pemmnsylwania, via Indizgna, in 1860, and three vesrs later married s
College Hill giri. {Paranthetically, Dz. Ayres had courted Mary Frances Owen Royston
briefly before she married Jonae Criggs.} Dr. Ayres, too, was of strong Republican per—-
suasion.

Many, many years later, Dr. Ayres oldest son, Judge Allison T. Ayres, and his oldest
son-in-law, Thomae Jefferson MeKinmey (both of them then iiving in Howard, Kansas) were
not only brothers-in law, but were close friends and business associates and agreed on all
things moral, religious, legal and monetary, but 3till carried on the political feud of
their parents in the long-age past in the College Hill area. .

This divisicn in political faith and religious commitment “ceme to & head" in the
Methodist Episcopal Church in College Hill {(or Texas, as it wae then). Finally,., the pro-~
lavery group in the chuxch determined to tzke the Church into the "Methedist Episcopal
Church, Scuth {formed in 1845) as had been done or was being done by meny Methodist Epis~
copal chuzches inm Kentucky, and had been dome by 21l the Methodist Episcopal chure

the Confederacy.

<3
rches in

g

@ Dr. J. T. Dorris and Maude Weaver Dorris’® book, "Methodism and the Home Church"

I
(e
o
rv
o
®

is brothere, the Owen family, the Ayres family, the Tribble, Norris
d this very positively. The climex cazme one Sunday morning when
ather of Owen Hisle and Mrs. James Shannon of preseant - 1989 -

the College Hill Church and refused admittance to Jonass §.
aw, Polly Asbury Powell Owen, wife of Jamese Wesley Owen, g1l

3

and Lewis families oppos
John Wesley Hisle {grandf
Richmond) shut the door o
Griggs and his mother—in-~
devout members of that C

Jonas Griggs and h
=3

As a result of this schism, Jonas Griggs, Lucian T. Griggs, Nosh Griggs, John A.
Griggs, Dewitt C. CGriggs, {(there may be others of the Griggs brothers) Dr. Ayres, the
Douthitts, the Wilsons, the Norrises, the Tribblee, Lewises ete. withdrew from this church
and formed & new Methodist Episcopal Church. Locally, this churzch was often spoken of as
“The Brick Church" and the other {first) as "The White Church" (frame) but members of
each congregation spoke of the others often as "The Northern" and/or "The Southern" church.

jonas 3. €riggs deeded cre sere of land on the “other side of the cemstery" to the
Methodist Episcopal Church. The deed, recorded in Deed Book No. 15, Page 356 in the Madi-
son County C iley reads as follows:
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Jonas S. Griges Part IV Page 5.

of the new Methodist Episcopal Church were Hamilton

NOTE: The trustees

en F. Adams and James H. Lewis; and Jonas S. Griggs
L e

=~ &

Norris, Pad

and his wife M » Griggs deeded the land for this church to
these trustees "in consideration for their love and affection for
the sbove named Christisn Church”. Jonas Griggs was a trustee also.
James W. Owen, elderly and ili, ne longer served. Jchn Marsh had
"been no longer sble to bear the pro-slavery strife” and had moved
to anti-slavery country - to Grasshopper Falls, Kansas. That Post
Office no longer exists but it was nesr Topeka. He offered Written
testiégpny in the sult over the parsonagsa.

I
e

The bitterness over the divisicn of the Church was incressed when Colby MeKinney
(brother to my grandfsther, John R. MeKinmey) and a group from the Texas Methodist Episco-
pal Chureh, South sued Jomas §. Griggs, W. J. Owen, Hemilton Norris and John Marsh in 1863
for possession of the parsonage bought in 1854, The Circui: Cour: in Madison County de~
cided in favor of the defendants, that is Jonas 8. Griggs et sl. But Uncle Colby McKinney
and his et al took the ease to the Court of Appeals in 1869, which Court of Lppeals over-
ruled the Madison Circuit Court and swarded the parsounage to the Scuthern Church.

The Chief Justice of the Court of Appeals, Judge Williams wrote a dissenting
opinion, in which he made the following points:

1. Two-thirds of the members of the original Church withdrew or were put
out, the Church buillding went to the remaining one-third.

2. Since those remaining inm the original Church had paid, by recoxd, only
$23.00 of the $250.00 of the cost of the parscnage (and had been re-
imbursed for that) he thought that those who had already surrendered
80 much, and had paid for most of the parsonage costs, should have it.

& copy of the Court of 4ppeals decision with the arguments om both sides, appears
in this book on page . « It is interesting o mote that Jones Griggs' heirs finally
deeded hisz interest iam this parscnage (remember the parsonage had been held in the names
of the trustees, Criggs, Owen, Nozris and Marsh) in October, 1890. The newly formed
Methodist Episcopal Church bought & new small parsonage, across the zoad and g few hun~
dred feet southwest ¢f the Church.

She bricks for the new church were burned in s kiln on Jonas Griggs' land,
shown on the D.C. Beers 1876 map 28 being scross the road from his home. The "Brick"
Church was the approximate size of the "White" Church of today, but lower of ceiling,
with a recessed pulpitz, twe aisles, and a divided middle section. The women and child-
ren sa&t on the vight, the men and boys on the left (as you entered the church) and the
"eourting ccuples” and newly-~weds in the center. Benches in the right-hand corner were
for the choir. The foot-pedaled organ, of my memory, was played by Sally Powell Cov-
ingteon {Mrs. Quimn Covington). Note Jonas Griggs reference to a'Sivisicn in the church
over a musical instrument” in his letter to Rev. Hanks, below.

The "Brick" church was much the stromger of these two little Merhodist Churches -
separated by the cemetery and by 2n almost forgotien politiecal bitterness, by the time
I knew them.

I do not know sbout the older children of Jonsas and Mary Frances Griggs, but ¢
two youngest, a2t leest, (Fanni ley and Leathz Msy) were baptized as infants. A note,
in his handwriting, in Jonszs Griggs® Family Bible saye, 'Charley Lincoln Griges converted
and joined the church, Nov. 15, 187

[

ha
na



Jonas S. Griggs Part IV Page 6.

NOTE:

ted on the site of the fo
book on Church History.) See

- 3

o
<
1weg on Page of this volume.

Both of the College Hill Methodist Churches, in separate Conferences, were on
"elrcuits”, and each church had services only once each month. {(Owen's Chapel at Pinchem
in Clark County was on the circuit with the "Brick" church, since it was a "northern”
chureh alsec.)

I do not know sbout all of Jonas and Mary Frances Griggs' children but Annie
Royston Grimstead Broaddus, Allice Royston Bonny, James Griggs, Charley Grigge, Mollie
Grigge Elkin, Lucisn Edward Griggs and Mattie Grigss Hampton, never moved their member-
ships from the Coliege Hill Methodist Church. Luecy Griggs Owen jeined the Owen Chapel
Church near her Clark County home. Leatha Griggs McKinney and her husband, David Black
McKinney (who had joined the Methodist Episcopal Church at College Hill after his marri-
age in 1893}, moved their memberships to the Richmond Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
in August 1916, when their eldest daughter joined that church. (This was ten years after
they had moved to Richmond.} They alsc sold their lot in the College Hill Cemetery about
that dats.

The story of the division of the two Methodist churches in this small viilage,
separated by their jointly used cemetery, came to an end in 1937 - 70 years after Jonas
Griggs donated the land for the "Brick" church when the Methodist Episcopal Church and
the Methodist Episcopal Church, Scuth, were united through-out the nation.

The "Brick"” Church was the more attractive of the two buildings. Dr. J. T. and
Maude Weaver Dorris say in their book, "The Northern group erected 2 beautiful brick
church"...but the "Brick Church" was in poor physical condition. The brick eide walls
had "bowed out” and iron rods had been rum through to try to comtrol this. So, the
"Brick Church" was razed in 1939, and both the "Brick Church® znd the "White Church”
congregations joined for worship in the "White Chureh” building.

This is still an active, though very small church, beauntifully kept. Pictures
of it made in 196 oceur in this volume on page » I have not been able teo find
a picture of the "Brick Church™, sithough a picture of it and one of the former frame
chureh occur opposite page 64 in the Dorris bosck.

Jonas and Mary Frances Griggs were concerned, with other members of the Community
(md their Church, for the "schooling" of their childrem. Thus, through their influence, ¢ /
\Ihe Methodist Conference agreed to send teachers there for z Seminary, first called "Texas"
Seminary, later "College Hill Seminary" and finally, "Ayres Seminary Academy”. Uhy Avres,
rather than Griggs, I do not know since Jonas Griggs was the largest single contributor
to the founding, and since he deeded two zeres of land to the "Seminary” for the token
cost of $1.00. A 1list of the donors follows. It will be seen that the Griggs — Owen
families bought of the 58 shares end that Dr. Ayres and "Uncle Rubin Elkin” bought 10
more. Shares were sold at $25.00 each - I presume 2o erect the Seminary Building.

re,
& 7o

JOnAS B. GElgPBansavsnusnrnsssonmsnassdsnssssbnsinasessd

Hiram Douthitt, (J. S. Crigge, Trustee).ccsescscuscoessl

Luckan T. CEISPB vounassonswos sha i omsnsnsssessenonssssd

Ann Elizabeth Royston, Griggs, Trustee).ccecocses?)
T
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Alijice Royston, {L. T. Gri TUSELE) cevcracvsronncecl]
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Total of 38 shares at $25.00 per share = $1,450.00. Since all the pledges did not
pay, Jonas 8. Griggs and Dr. Ayres paid for those. A photostatic copy of both lists arve
included in this volume.

The following men and wemen were sent to teach in the "Seminary".

Rev. and Mrs. Jochaszon Rev. and Mrs. Taylor — There in 1886. Introduced the organ
Rev. Mr. Ramey into the church.

Rev. Hervem Rev. and Mrs. Hanks - Before 1886, seem to have been

Rev. Barnett favorites.

Miss Joeie Parker and her sister from Somerset - tsught musiec.

Ne dates are known for eny of these, exeept as noted, only I believe the Johnsons
were the first assignees. Nor do I know when the "Seminary" was sbandoned by the Church
and became a county school. A residence (see picture on page )} converted from the

school building, now occupies the 2 acres which Jonas Griggs donated to the Seminary.
Pictures of some of these preachers—-teschers oceur on page of this volume.

Jonas Grigge and his brother, Lucian T. Griggs, were leaders in getting a Post
Office for College Hill. Lueian T. Griggs, who was postmaster ag Waco, epproved the
application of Walter K. Norris to be the first Postmaster of College Eill. This Post
Office was located in Jonas S. Griggs' store, shown by the 1876 mgp asg being a few hun-
dred feet from his home on the same side of the rosd. Three postmasters served in this
building, sven after Jomas Griggs' death, until the Post 0ffice was moved to Dr. Ayrez
"drug store” im 1889. Records furnished by the National Archives and Record Service
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are sttached. They confirm the family story that fie name of the village of “Texas
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Jonas S, Griggs Part IV Page 8.

The Story of "Bith"

Here seems to be the appropriste place to tell the story of "Bith", (Tabitha
Jackson after she married.) Jonzs and Mary Frances CGriggs made one of their visits to
hig daughter, Sara Bird Griggs Rucker and her husband, Irving Cole Rucker at S$ilver Creek
{2 tiny village in southern Madison County) where "Cole" Rucker was the gauger for the
Hume Distillery located there. On their way, they stopped by Mary Frances Griggs' farm
which she had inherited from her first husband. Somewhere between these two places, or
near the farm, a negro woman had diad leaving one or more fatheriess children. One, or
the only one, of these children or child, was s little girl named "Tabitha'. Bven as I
wrote this in the summer of 1969, one of "Bith's" sons, Dr. Raymond Jackson, Ph. D and
Associate Dean of Tuskeegee Imstitute, stopped to see me. He said his mother was 12 vears
old when she went to the Griggs home, but I think that ig am error, since that would mean
that she came only two years before Jonas and Mary Frances Griggs' deaths. I am sure she
was much younger, not more than eight years old. Jonas and Mary Frances took this little
girl home with them. She rode on 2 little stool, placed between their feet, riding with
her back to the dash~board.

Jonas Griggs had "Bith" bound to him, & legal process of indenture, under which
he agreed to furnish her a home, clothed; feed and educate her, and she in turn, nust
obey him, etc. until she was 16 or 18 years old = I'm not sure which.

I never heard a surname for "Bith" until she married. I never thought to ask my
Mother or my aunt Mattie Griggs Hampten, what name she went by, and I had net had the
nerve to ask her children. But at the suggestion of Attorney George T. Ross who was work-
ing in the County Clerk's office when I was working there, I checked the colored marriage
records and found her maiden name to be "Tabitha Turner". Her father, so all the neigh-
bors of her mother said, was Mr. Brutus White, a very prominant land-owner aznd fermer in
the neighborhood where her mother lived and died. Brutus White was the father of Miss
Leigh White (my fifth-grade teacher), of Miss Martha White and Mrs. Burton Roberts (living
today -~ 1969), Mrs. Irvine White, Taylor White, Stewart White, Havris White and others.

I am sure this story had merit, because when "Bith" came to ny parent's Golden
Wedding Anniversary celebration inm 1943 - & nice-looking, well-dressed, nicely-mannered,
mulatte woman of 70 years of age, sghe bore = strong resemblence fo the kpown daughtors of
Brutus White.

At that ¢ime, Mary Collins Fyfe, 2 light mulatto woman was helping us. She knew
"Bith", aund that reminded Mother to zell me thas Mary Fyfe's father-in-law, old "Irv"
Fyfe had been kin to "Bith" and had 2t ome time tried to get her away from Jonas Griggs'
contrel. Since Brutus White had 2 zon named "Irvipe” White, and a grandson named 'Fyfe"
White, and since "Bith’'s" mother had been a slave and since slaves took the surnames of
their owners, there was some relationship among these three families - White, Irvine
and Fyfe - ad "Bith's" mother and the old negro, "Irv" Fyfe.

There was a Negro settlement at College Hill, with & negro church and a negro gne-
Toom school. "Bith" attended the church and school, but went mostly to the white Metho-
dist Episcopel Church at nighe.

and eight years younger than her sister Matrtie, she and "Bith" were t
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MOTHER TOLD ME}. “Bith" always sletp in the same room wi
the housshold chores and other gctivivies, althoug
visited the married children of Jonas aznd Mary France
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Jonas S. Griggs Part IV Page 9.

One Chrisimas Jonas bought pictures Hr Charlie (A Currier and Ives, called "Little Charles
for Edward, (& religious pieture, which I now have), for Mattie (Another Currier and Ives,
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callied "Littie May Blossom" which I now have) and for Leatha and "Bith"”, 'identical dolis’.

When the threze younger children had s picture made by a photographer, on& was made of ""Bith"

at the same time. "Bith's" hair in this plcture is dressed in the same style as Mattie's
and Leatha's.

Jonas Griggs had planned to send "Bith" to Berea Academy at Berea, Kentucky, since
this school accepted negros st that time, a2 soon as she "finished"” the negro school at
College Hill. This was cancelled by his death when "Bith” was 14 years old.

Sometime after "Bith" came to the Griggs home, Jonas and Mary Frances visited re-~
latives at Irvine - or in Estill County. They brought home with them another little negro
orphan girl, named Sally. She evidently did't have the heritage of "Bith" because they
could not control her. "Bitch" would have nothing to do with her. Leatha Griggs McKimney
remenbers her sister Mattie, taking Sally to the wash-house, clipping hér head, and then
dousing it with coal-oil to kill the lice and nits in her hair. Sally resisted this most
vigorously, as she did all other efforts to clean her up and train hexr. So to everyone's
relief, Jonas tock or sent her back to where he had gotten her.

See page for the story of "Bith"” and her life after she married. She
lived with the Griggs' children after Jomas' and Mary Frances' daaths in 1866 for four
years, until she was 18 years old. She left to work "for wages" in one of the Hisle
homes for a short time before she married "Jim" Jackson, when she was still 18 years old.

One of the events in Jonas and Mary Frances Griggs® family and social 1ife that
later influenced greatly the lives of their children was when Mary Frances Griggs' first
cousin, Hezikiah Stapleten Owen and his wife, Rebecca Cole Owen moved from their home in
Clark County to College Hill im order to send their children, John Clifton "Cliff" Owen,
Lew Wallace Owsn, Kate Owen, and Betty Hooker Owen to the College Hill Seminaxy
or Ayres Academy, whichever name it bore at that time.

I do not know how many vears they lived there, but they were living there some-
time before Lucy &nn Griggs married John Clifton Owen on March 3, 1881, and they were
living there when Mary Frances Griggs and Jonas Griggs died in 1886.

I don't think Johm Clifton Uwen went to school there too long before he and Luecy
Ann married and went to live in the family home im Clark County. Whether Hezikiah's
sisters, Betsy and Sallie, who lived with him in Clark County, under the terms of his
father, Horatio Owen's will, were in College Iill or whether they stayed in Clark County,
I do not know.

Hezikiah's and Rebecca's daughter, Kate Owen, married Beda Grinstead, (brother of
George Grinstead who married Ann Elizabeth Royston) of Coliege Hiil, She died in child-
brith there, and she and the baby ars buried theze in the College Hill Cemeterxy.

Betty Hokker Owen married Bruce Adams, son of Rev. P. F. Ademsz of College Hill. I
think the family opposed this marriage. At any rate, after the birth and death of their
chiid (buried in the Ceiiage Hill Cemetery) Betty Hooker returned to her paremt’s home and
divorced Bruce Adems. Later she went to Bloomington, Illinois, where zhe lived for many
yeare with a widower bnclee After his death, she returned to her parents home in C?avk
County for a number of years, "then, when past middle age,” married Frank Morgan of Blo
ington, Illinoisz and lived the rest of her life there.

Wallace Owen never married, though he was a "beau” © many girls. He and Amos
McKinney zan & store in College Hill for z whil I think 4in Jonas Gfiggs’ building).
He taught schoel for z few years. He was 2 ¥ unususl pevson with many unusual tslents.
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Jonas S. Griggs Part IV Page i0.

In later years he was an actor om the legitimate stage in New York for many vears, coming
back to his father's home in Clark County in the summer to raise the flower and vegetable
gardens, mow the lawns, etec., In between, he carved wood, painted ¢

The Owen family home was just across the road from the Griggs home., This was the
house that Lucian T. Griggs bought for Jonas Criggs' younger children after the Jonz
Griggs' home burned in 1887. (See Executor's Setzlement on page o

Wellace Owen, with his many talents and out-going personality, was putting cn a
play at the 'School House' in July 1886. The play was, "Ten Nights in a Bar Room". L.
Edward Griggs wae the man in the bar-room. The Play was in full swing, when someone came
to tell Ed Griggs that his mother was hemorrhaging and for him to come at once. Mary
Frances Griggs died July 7, 1886. She, too, was buried in the College Hill Cemetery, with
space for Jonas Griggs between her grave and the grave of his first wife, Lucy Ann Griggs.
Her grave stone, the same size as that of Lucy Ann, reads:

Mery F.
Wife of J. S. Griggs
Born
August 7,1834
Died
July 17, 1856.

Sweet Mother, dear, they work is o'er
The impress of thy soul is here

But thee, zias, we see no more

Oh, may the teaching of thy love
Through life's darkness, a beacon be,
Whose light shall guide our steps zbove
And lead us safe in Heaven with thes.

Jonas 8. Griggs' was in 111 health. WNote the clipping on page concerning
Mary Frances Griggs' death, a line of which reads:

"At one time it was thought by many that Mr. Griggs would died at the same
time, but he was spared and his wife teken. We are giad to say he is im-
proving and is now able to take a buggy ride every morning.”

Note also the letters mounted om page and copied below, in which Jonas
speaks of his 111 health, and which show his devout faith.

Cellage Hill, June 1, 1886
Dear Brother Hanks:

I have thuught for a long time I would rite to you but put it off
from time to time as we do many things. Hope this will find you & family
all well and thy souls prospering. We are all weil except me & wife. She
is not well & I have not been well since January. Have not bin able to
(attend to) any business much & I feel on the decline. I feel zs the time

t & be with Christ which is better: Though
going to do w £
a &

Mg @
&)

o 4

o b )

is coming fast when I shall de
g th us, we feel perfectly

we can net tell what our Fathe t a
willing to trust Him fo th. I have a sweet peace thst passeth

e r L
all understanding ©Praise the Lord.
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Jonag 5. CGriges Part IV Page il.

& enjoying sull salvation end ave doing the

ist waking Full proof of the Gospel commited to thy
= £ hurch iz somewhat spiis up on the vrgs
dion  Bro. Taylor has introducaed it in the chureh service zud ir ha
caused some trouble though I maise the Lord there is a few names of us
i

w
]

2 (50
Iohs
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thai count these things 2bove us.

I heav Bvo. Barnett has left his work and gone to teaching, Oh
how sorry I am tha: Bro. Barnet: refused to do what the Lord called him

sEes full and complete salvation. Thers is no doeubt in my

mind but the Lord called Bro. Barpete to preach Sanctification & he re-
fused to do it, therefore the whale has swailowed him. I pray ¢hat when
he vomits him up he will go to Nineveh & presch. Dont vou never let the
£ish get wvou, but preach senct ficatlon & a sinless and holy life. It
is God's truth whem and by whom-ge-ever it is preached. We would all
love te see you and your family vevy much

oW er
i

Well, I feel so fesble I will have to Jie down I will clese by
asking you to remembay me st the throne of grace and if it is Hi& will
to restore me to heslth smer & 1f not amen. I feel iike I want His wiil
and not mine in the matter. Rite o me soon & let me know how you are
getiing along. I close by saying God bless you &nd wife & £{11 vour souls
full of that sweet peace that is for all God's Saints, Praise the Lord.

The shove letter is addressed to Revw. L. P. Hanks at Bazbourvilie, Rentucky. 0o
the envelope, somecne, evidently Mr. Hanks, wrote 'Dear Bro. Griggses letter’. Evidently
Rev. Hanks cent the lerter to Matiie E. Griggs from whom 1 got it.

The second letier {really =z note} was writien to a prayer group of the HMatho~
dist Episcopal Church of College Hill. Evidentiy his younger brether, Luclan T. Griggs
was alsc a member of this group and the message was sent by him. ZLucien T. Griggs sent
this note te Jonas'® daughter, Hattie E. Griggs, on December 27, 1904 with the comment:,
"Enclosed you will find & short peace of weiting written by your Pa to some members of
his Church. I though you would leve tc have s few words of hig sayings.”

The "few words of his seyings” follew:

Coliege Hill, June 5, 1886
Dear Brothers and Sisters:

Would like to be with you ail tonight but flesh is coo weak though
spivit is willing. Be faithful Liteie Bend, it won't be long 1f fatehful
untiil we will peet im glorv: Séand firm, definite in your test
God wants clear witmess for his truth, Never mind what the worl
unbelievers may say, may the Lozd keep you failthful: 4iF 4
would like to have the next meeting atw house. Preoise the Lord.

wl
P.5. When on your knees, remevber me, one of the weakes:

& "
J. 5. Griggs
T 3 Ml S 1 whideh his dangh , s Ay
~ I&VE 8 gmeii Isotsvool wWoich tis daughter, Mat Tig, mace DUL




a& smali wooden box and which sh ered with red velvet on which she painted flow

o 886, {(some six wseks after Mary Frances Grigzgs
death} he h 130 for this day. 1I've heard my nmother znd &untie
{Hattdie Gsiggs Hampton) ted that all the children spd thelr wives and/er
hushande, snd evezy zrendsh present. Martie Grinstead {86 years oid im 1969)
says she C‘ﬂ‘t remembey going, t heard her mother tell often of going and taking all
her family of 7 children to this birthday (60th}. Sara Bird Jrigo Rucker and husband,
L. €. Bucker had 11 children 2t this time {they hed 15 in all). One of these children

FE Lt 3'21 named Hettde (10 years old, snd who fortunately died young). They
brought Hettie on 2 "pallet” in o epring wagoen. William 7. Griggs had oniy one son,
Hubezt, at that time., Mollie riggs Hikin had uwo children, Gilber: sad Rurh. Chelie
Griggs had ene daughter, Ty Dwen,

It was st this b gy that the "children” went together and gave ihelr father
55 T

the maple rocking chair that is now in wy possession.

*cna Griggs wasn't able to be un much afier this date, He wrote his will and
prepared for death. He teiked mush o his Ln11d$a n, especizlly the three vnung egt at
home, and to his brother Lucisn T. Griggs about what he wanted done afier he g gone.

f.-!:

Then on Novewber 11, 1886, scme ten weeks aftey his 60th birthday, Jonss §. Gr
n

gis
went to join Lusy Amu and Mary Framraa before his Savior’s thronme that he belisved in so

devoutly. He was buried in the Coll ege Hill Cemetery between Lucy Ann and Mary France
His tombstone the same size as Lné“aﬁg teads:
Junag 3. CGrigge
Bawn
Lug. 3L, 1828
Tied
Nev., i1, 188§
"He died in 2 sure snd certain bope of etermal iife, through
the stonement and medistion of & crucified Savior"

The twibutes on their towbstenss wers nst the only ieibutes the children of Jonas
and Mary Frances CGriggs paid their “Po snd Ma". With tha exception of cne act {the sn~
taii¢ng of Tucy Cripgs Owen's proparty {sse discussion ondew Lugy Ann Griggs Owens hisztorv)

their children, even until oid age, slways thought and speke of their pazents &s all-good,
B »‘n

-
all-wise indiwi au&i sad "Fa slvays seid" or "Ma zh@ugha“ influenced them throughout thelr
long iives., 4nd t¢hs y did have long lives because Jomas' and Mary ¥rances 3urviving child-
ren with the excepiicns of Chcil ie (42}, ﬁmﬂl& Royston Grinsiesad Broaddus (64) and Molife
Eliin (68}, ail lived past their allored inres-seore and fen vears. Saga I fra Rucker (77},
William Xayinr Griggs (80). ﬁatfic E. lepbs Hampton (81} and Leatha May Griggs MeEinm BOeT

2

Y!

{86) lived from 7 to 16 vears past thelr Bibliecslly sllotied time. With the sxception of
Iived

Chaxlie who was killed by a mule, sli the chiidren mentioned in Jonas Gri igee’
mich longer than did their bazloved "Ba¥ {6C) and “Ma" (52).
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oceupancg of est childy Ed
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to provide my me 2nd wmeans
dm@hﬁxumwwlm am%
ALl the joi . "ona
for the three yaaﬂgeax a b 4 the aeahq af ;
whichever csme lzst. The home place hauswh@id and kicchen furniture and farming utens
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3 ) b 1i
were to ba sold when Leatha May was 18 on Decenbe 45 i8%2. 411 proceeds from bJ*h sales
1 5 d

were to be divided among 21l his ehiidren equaliy - with cevtain advanced monies o sharge
against W. T, Griggs snd Sara Bird Rucker. He lists his children as, Sava Bird Rucker,
W. 7. Griggs, Lucy inn Ga 1, Molidle Blkin, Charles L. Gri Lgga, Mattis Grigbaﬁadwa;a Griggs,

and Leatha May Gviggs.

His brother, Lucian Tn Gfiggs was hisz ezecutor and guardiasn-trustse for the shrse
younger childwen. lLueclsn T. ;riggs moved guickly to cairy ouf his brother's will., This
& P a1
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is attested to by the sale biij {a8se pags J in which he offered the steck for sal
on December 15, 1866, uﬂiy 34 days after the death of Jonas 8. Griggs. The twe life in~
sufance paiiciea Jonas Griggs mentions in his will were collected and divided among the
children with Lucian T+ Griggs keeping control of the part belonging to the miror children.
{8ee photostatic copy of Lueiza T, Grigss settlement of this part of the estate, the first
of three settlements hs made with the Modison Sounty Court. )

Jonas Grigge provided that hL land held jointly wit
s80l1d at public or privats sale, as his ewecu Judged ko bs

his brother Lucian, sh
the best interest of his

::.r" e

'('i«

st
I never heard thie discussed by the family but Lucien Crigps and Jonas owned wmuch be
tween Vace and Uollege Hill and Lucian's £ig + report to the Courg s&owv that he 8
brother D. G, Gxiggs bought some of thig lan Jther lands and rhe
George Ginier whose heirs still own it., Lest VMay Grigzs recedl wad
when she married in 1893. Bu: Lucian T. Grip 2cill owed Matidie zn
not marvied} when he wrote them and paid off their nozes inm Jap uary
ou page 3.

Annie Royston Srinstead was nov 1
her mother, she inherited her mother’s p
Royston's estate,

Thus, Matiie Griggs {20), E4 Griggs
girl, Bith (i4), made up the Jonas 8. CGrig
little more than six yesavs.

It was these ysars that wy mother, Leatha May and Auntde Matidie Griggs Hampion remein~
bered most vividly snd talked about most freguemily.

Host parents today would hesitate te Leave three young people to make g home ~ Mattie

Griggs always said she was her father's favorits child, that he depended vpon her after her
Ma's death, had faith in her and trusted her fo carry out his wi ighes, sbout which he talked

frankly to hez,
Leatha May and

2=

Bith went to school whenever ¢t nose brig
were taught, usually rft er the shors publlm school szssions
and Leatha May aaaen&ed Dhaﬁi?“i
slons lasted snly & faw weasks.
Chureh had been tug &d oVer o
of Jomas §. Grfe 8.
The trage d} o
houe when the house bu
They never kmaw how
the basement and overturned s
kitchen. I believe 1
the nouse had burned

schools (see plcture




they saved was an
the sale of the st a“fﬂisuxaﬁ

fure saved

mond in *&e fall of
. £%. &

The voung o)
"Brother Willie's' the
"Unele Lute” owned Em

uhiXQ;Paul sewed £ i
bors and friends all e

cf woclen ané velvet scraps, ea
remember other quilts thar were
nole Lute' vented the V

four vooms. This parsonage was a?alaab;e because Rev. Fred Gr
so de

g
w

£ not more than

small house of

ider, who had been assigned
clined the use e¢f thes small

to College Hill previously, owned his own home there and so 4
parﬁonage.

"Unele Lute" addad to the salvaged parlor furniture siw maple and ozk dining zoom
chairs (now in my breakfast room), @ table, two walunut beds {Morris Swofford has one of

these beds and Martha S. McDavitt has the other), a lounge {(twin-sized bed)} for Bith Mrs.
Walker M. Swofford now has this) and of course, stove and the necessary utensils.

I remember only one story of the short time they lived in this small paracnage.
The merble-topped dresser was placad facing Lhe front door. Thig scresnless door was
kept open in the swwmer. A pet lamb they weve raising (Mattie Griggs zaised pet lsmba
all of her 1ife!) walked up on the haala porch, saw his imgge in the mirror of r
topped dresser, backed off ] Eng i) start and attacked head-on his image, shattering
the mirror.

f5 W

As soon as the Hezekiah & Uncle Lute
bought for the young Griggs fami ed log house
with thyxee front doors, and is s uge on page

Here, in & lavge house, M The only
permnsnent boardey I remembsr who came to
uoi?ege Biil ¢o heip Dr. Jersmia mmuhw and

other temporary residents’” in a en''lived in

College HLLl.

See Lucian T. Griggs second zeport to the Madison County Court in which he reports
on the fire, cocllecting $2,000.00 insurance snd selling %4.50 worth of burned brick and
algo buying the home for the children.

Mattie was a very pretty and vivacious young woman and evidently very popular, and
especlalily so with the young men. As I look through the pictures in her album and those
of Leatha May McKinney and Lucy Owen, I find seversl pictures imscribed, "beau of Mattie
Griggs". There are go many of these that I am sure zll of them could not have been very
serious "beaus"

This sesms as good 2 place 3s any to list these men because ail of vhis Yeourting”
was dene at College Hill, both befors and after the death of Jonas Grie gu3,

Hesley McKﬁﬂneys first cousin of wy father, David B. McKioney
Henzy C. Butler
Thomag J. McKinney, clder brothe
"Bunk” Wallace ~  The was frow
Bob Uwen -~ Number

e was ) oo

“m

sf my father, David B. McKinney
Tvine
he Owen geneology.

e

Cicers B
Then there wasz

giglied abou* ~uL never
None of thess w

Owen, though, thro: 211

Hampton's ofs and




1:11 gy became
le“f@Jﬂgu»
County} to take
davs 12T best “u$$luﬂ,
similarly trimmed “corset-cover™ an& pe
Lad sumper straw hat. Bunk' was atg i
§.~rc& and was driving s fancy bugey nare
D o "Bunk” stopped to water his mare at
£oll roads in those dayc} near wheve
some wayﬁ the mave jumped to one side,

ts 2ide spilldng Matidle intc the

ﬁﬂug be courted he

One of the
came fzom Irviae
a zaallv b?a ave*

el

along tha turnpilke {the
mond City reservoler is now iOﬁLﬁeuc
buggy which was already on a slant. tur
But being one not easily ﬂ““ﬁk&d. ¢ came on to Richmond ¢o her
home which at that time was on 2 steep bank across from whers
In fact, the Muney Furniture Store tore down the house and red

a

ueed the high ist

TErother
the Bichmond Cemet

-

Gohmond e

-tz immad

3;:1".8 b' 'ﬂ"g”

ary
0 BLY
damagﬁup
gll the

lavel several yeavs ago {1969). There "Sister Nannie® “elpea Mattie repair the
loanzd some items of clothing, I believe, and Mattie and "Bunk™ went on to enjoy
excitement of the Falr for tha day.

Ed Geiggs also did his shave of coursing,
Griggs, though I now know the names of only two “i Lhu ¥
later married & man named Hamilton. In 1915

P

bringing his niece Lests MeHinney with him,
and me Lo a pﬂaccn«awhev zopd had & picture wad
Hill girls, Fannle Ayres {MoKinney)
May Griggs (McKinnevy). See picture, page _

The most sericus courtship mf Ed u"l% WAS wiz: Nannie Ayres, t¢he third
Dr. and Mrz, Jeremish Ayre& nine chilidren whe lived o rvipe maturity o old
Ayres war & very talented and attractive voung wowan, she was 2il in 8
the Ayres family. Rannia, I beldeve, sttended Depsw University at Graaﬁcaa?ie
{a Methodist College, of course). HNot all graduated there. Whether Namni

i

to Depaw before Ed Grigps left College Hill {at the age of 2 é I am not
where she had studied art in ite varicus foims. haﬂy of th

Avras fami ¥ heve ?1¢tuz&ﬂ {mostly zeally goed o co;cr

she had learned wood cavving and taught this rg 0 Alsae X
who knows? The nisces and nephsws have many pleces f ‘Aunt Amﬁnim g"

from 2 sideboard that the Buford McKinmey family hus fo picture frames.

While Ed Griggs was courting Nanmnie Ayres, he and Wallace Owen
Hill) and = cousin, Pred ann of Clark Lsunmf, made g trip to Wiagara
picture made with this scenic wonder in the background. HNannie Ayres

for Ed for this picture.

How sericus thig
Mary Smith Grigsgs fwhem
0*F Nancy Avres and Ed, therefors they
rigps Hamptoa kept 42 until her deat
‘he picture iz nwunted on page

courtship w I do know

he met and

EJ:

aths Guaggﬂ graw fyom
never mentioned any "‘heau” excapt
friend of har brother, Tdward Gri :

olde




Then David B. MeKinney, “Dav
viver. He came ¢ attend Ayres 4 3
Mr. Bob Ingle's store. Mr. Engle was the fat
They were new-comsvrs, from Estili County, ©
before and the community felt that his second wi

were exceptionally “bright™ especiall
It wae while attending scheool @, that Dave HMeKinney met and courted Leatha May
3 when Dave was 24 years old and Leatha but 1

came to Ccllege Hiil from his home down on the
¢ 8 by clerking in

ngton of Richmond.
had been marrisd

b (D e [y

£k
& abused her stepchildren, none of wh
d, "Tom".
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Griggs. They weve married March i6, 18 = 8
years old., Since her farher's will provided for the breaking up of the home as soon as
was practiecal, the home and other property were sold immediately after the wedding. Hartie

inchester to live and work and Ed went, eventually, to Mt. Sterling to live. He
traveled for a aumber of years for Curry, Tunis and Norwood, a wholesale grocery firm in
Lexington.

Leatha and Dave took most of the furniturs from the home, since that had been pur-
chased with a part of the estate belonging to Mattie, Ed and Leatha. lLater, aftar Mattie
married, ghe took her part of the furniture and part of Ed's, but I beiieve he took wery
little of these houschold furnishings. He and his wife lived for a time in her parenisg
home and his wife didn't want or need his furniture.

Jonas Grigge had given all his c¢hildren, when they marvied a featherbed, 2 horse,
siddle and the girls each got 6 fiddle-back sterling teaspoons. Uncle "Lute" provided
these for the three younger children, before the diviaion of the estate among all Jonas
Grigge heirs {see his third setzlement). Walker Swefford, David McKinney and I each have
one of the spoons given Leatha Griggs McKinmey. Somehow three had been lost over the Years.
Leaths used hers and they show wear. I have the six spoons given Mattie Griggs Hamptom,
which have been used very little. 211 are engvaved with the owner's momogram.

Lucian Griggs sold Jonas 8. Griggs' estate. He bought much of the jointly owned
lands. {See blue~print of 1876 map of Madison County showing these lande.}) He divided
this estate equally among the heirs. Mattie and Bd loaned their money to Uncle “"Lute”
for years. (Sse the Lucian T. Griggs story in the Griggs-Owen History Volume.)

Each heir used his or her inheritance as he or she saw fit with one exception.

Jonag 8. Grigge put restrictions on the meney he left to his daughter, Luecy Ann
Griggs. She had married John Clifton Owen and moved into the Horatio Owen home in Clark
County. This howme was then cwned by Heratio's son, Hezmekiah, with the understanding that
Hezekiah would furnish 2 home for his sisters, Elizszbeth (Aunt Bet) and Sarzh (Aunt Sal}.

In addition to them, Hezekiszh and his wife, Rebecca Cole Owen, there iived there the daugh-
ter, Elizabeth, who had divorced Bruce Adams snd returned to ner father's home and Wallace
Owen, whe never married znd made that home his until he died there in 1922. 1lst £, al-
though Jonas could not have forasseen this, Rebecca and Hezekiah took fwo orphan greab-
nieces of Rebecea's intc their home. They bevame the foster daughters of John Clifton
and Lucy Ann Griggs Cwen.

Jonss Grigge, vealizing that since Lucy Ann had had no children in the first six
years of her married 1ife, that she pwebably would have none, and that her inheritance
would be gwallowed up in the over-all Hezekiah Owen estate, provided that her sstate be
invested in reai~estste, and that if she died with no living heirs, her estste shouldbe
returnad o hig heirs.

So Hezekish deeded several acres of the Owen farm to Luey. "Aunt Bet" and “Aunt
Sal" died early in the 1900's. Then in 1522 Wailace died of tuberculogis, then Hezekizh
pessed on as did Rebecsz two or three vears later. Omne of Luey Ann and John Clifton’s
foster-daughters, Lucie Jones, had married Ben Owen and was rearing ¢ fawily. The other,
Rebecca Jones, still lived in the Owen home. Then John Clifton Owen died of z heart-azt-
tack while picking bisckberries on a hot day in July,

Lucy Ann's brother, L. Ed Griggs was made executor or administrator (I don
which). He found the sstate greatly in debt. VCIif X
manager and toc much given to "keeping up with the Jomes’s" - in this case Mateie G
and her husband Howazd Hampton.

Howard Hempfon was & very wealgd
when Mattie Griggs Hampon bought her firs
had to have one immedistely. Mattie

-
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to her "Hiil Top"” home in low gear.
Py wn T Blears dpay b ] LY TRy
better car {2 Hudson) teie
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"Wool ~ Picking”

This story concerns ""Bith" and Leatha, two little girls,
older than her white friend. They were oftsn set zt the task of
shearing the sheep, the wool was washed to remove as much of the
possible. Then ;he briave, burrs, stick-tights, ete. had o bs
Wearying of this tedious and ardorous task, "Bith" and Leatha o
te push the woel through ventilators {(brick, I should guess) in

"new' house.
When the house burnad
the back cornmer of the heuse

oy

ity of "unpicked" wocl.

A J 2ey To Silver Creek”
tory also concerns "Bith" and Leatha,

) at Silver Creek. They starte
T oid hrg >d mare fellowed. as was custon
osed to arvive well before dark.
les or more, but “ecaty-cornsred” as ©
magipe letting two little giris go that distan

"Sister Bird" was even expescting theml
Leatha rode in front with "Bith" behind her. Probabis
traveled. But near Moberly, Kentucky (the road by land whic
Blue Grass Ordnance) they noticed that the colt was 'swaati
mare and roosted on the fence, to let the colt rest. They m
and all night, too, if 2 man hadn't come zlong, asked tha i
teld; he assured them that the colt was not "sweating" but =

and advised them to get aiong te Paint Lick.

"Leatha's First Train”

Has

Iz was at "Sister Bird's" where Leatha Griggs saw her
there with her parents, Jonas and Mary Frances Griggs. They g
morning to go out and see the traim go by. This was, I suppous
now defunct for 60 years, that ran from Richmond to Lancaster
was Lancaster, Kentucky's only traim and carried Lre;gbt 0%

passenger ccach. This was when "Bizd" sud "Cole" Rucke

ll

"Leatha's and Eva's Skating Experience”

fr pod
(Laatha 86 and Eva 88},

There was & pond near the schoel that aff
in the winters. 3Zut this ¢ime it was thawing an
off the pond. However, it was LQ” tew“'kng g
No, they didn't crash through, b
Leatha got 2 good paddling whan ghe gct hcm;ﬁ




la
L4 ":hng
—— 1 and
e b
pons 8t stove or fir
o 2 S Leatha: {
HEAY er dres: adnt stood—o e Wt some of the
she donned them ali She took har lunch, but evident

¢ 2

or whether her Mother had missed
Ed returned at PsGﬁ with the announcament, s
those petticoats”. So Leatha svent sn afterncen of
she received!

"Ed's Big Gut”

Sometimes he was ths

But Ed wasn®
receiver.

In those days it was customary in the evenlngs, for neighbors to "go sit until
bedtime"” with one another. The women usually brought their knitting or guilt pieces
The men “talked shop”, discussed the local news, and reviewed the news im the latest
of the weekly newspaper from Richmond. The children played cutside in warm weather,
the tack of the room in the winter-time, while their eiders sat sround the fireplace
stove,

t always the bearer of threatensd punishment.

along.
edivion
or in
or the

Simple vefreshmenis vere sometimes gerved in season, apples, cider, popcorn, nuts,

On the ey enxna of our story "Unec
randmother

af
-ham the A“W
] . N Be Douthitt.
¢ the avawing
eiderly who have gasiocus stomachs.
Ed Griggs, in the bvack of the
{and to Leatha and "Bith" alase),

Hith
is choking him."”

When "Uncis Reuben' and Mrs. Elkin h

children loved 4§
As usual, some of the
‘Uncle Reuben'

&3«239
“The big gut has chased the little gut into a

e Ruben” Elkin and his wife were there.
the Ayres children, and "Uncle Reuvben" was
devotedly, much more so than they had lox

..... &
Lure

Ayres chilidren @

s bowels began te growl as

gaid in a stags whisper to one of the guests
corTner and

and then at

had departed, Ed got his paddiing.

family prayers, his father praved for himi

"Mary Powell's Red Velvet Blouss®

This is another s
Mary Powall (

2

visit ing her cousin Mattie Griggs.
Griggs' mother was a Powell.}
&razy.

There was a revival

with the Jenas Griggs famiiy, of course.

later Sales, then Miﬁiiﬁﬂ, then Fowall
{I'm not sure of the sxact velationship, but Mary Frances
They were about the same age, young, silly

gtory of family prayers and what preceded it.

zgain -~ thres marriages) was

and probably boy-

aing on at the "Brick Church" and the evangelist wae staying

During some tense manent during the service, Mary Powell gigglad, prebably at some-~

thing her beau had said. The evangel¢¢t
young woman in the red velvet blouse”

but Mattie Griggs and Mary Powell knew ¢
present. So they dashed home gnd Hary ¢
she had

Ta

recognizes

i her,

L

ZTC-)'

)

in repri mands prayed in his prayers for ''the

28 and Mary Frances weren't there that night
at thera would be family prayers with the evangelis:
anged inte the most demure and colorliess garment



"Get Me Scme Cobs”

This sﬁory was told me recently (1969) by Mattie Grinstead (then 8§ v
d =h bered her grandmother Mazy Gri in only inst
i 2s wearing a2 slat bonnett as “older” ha at ths of
ithose days. Her g“aqqmother asked Mattie to VO le Char {th
Charles Lincoln Griggs) to bring me some cobs", (used to start fires in tho
Charles L. Griggs was at the barn across the zoad. {There was no fasr ¢ =
three~year—-old across the road in those days.)

But the only ! anle uhar;ie” Mattie Grinstead knew was zhe
mother, some four mile

she came tc 3 big lob-

sat there., Shortly =z

=f 31&61@ Ed Gri 8 ¢ame along on &
=]
her o the hizuse. Y don 1

t know whether Grandmother Griggs

“A Hen &nd A Hi And A Hol"

Wallace Owen was 2 very enterprising young man aiwa}
iege Hiil, While tﬁe FOUNEET mewbe;

ace, aiways wanting to learn, offered to teach
would teach him Weisha All went very well until Mis. Crii

N I 0 pronounced it "Hen and Hi and He". Wallace
and that ended the exc?dngz of language lessons.

Another Story from These Told by Wallszce Cwen

There hiad been a death in the Norris family. As was
kept one night only, and mmeone “sat-up” with it. This was
wera no screens and imsects and animals could enter through
such "watches” or "wakes” that many ghost stories or iginated

ften young people volunteersd their services and ofte
anything but gloomy affairs. On this night the parier in which
bedroom of old Mr. and Mras. "Simp" Norris.

Az quiet fell in the room where the young people sat

£o hie wife, "¥ake up, Puse and turn over and scratech my
Wellsce could always get a good laugh when he told

or '?:Ji £
(:: £

Y
W

@

;3 L

"Clemmie Webb's Telegrew”

The zarity and excitement of receiving a ﬁe;agram
The Webb family received & telegram and Mrs. Webb
Grigge) in telling about it to her neighbors and frieands salu,
he read it, and Tom he read it and Clesmmie she read i, and wa
Come immedistely, if not sooner. "
Thus the saying in our family over the years, when wz needed gomething dome quickly,
hes been, Do it immediately, if not socner’.

"Mre, Grider's Prayer"

Rev. Fred Grider was pastor at Co
his own home there,

It was customary 2t both Sundsy Service and th
encourage the members of the congregatic i
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" sound mind and disposing memory, kaow t
of iife and the cer death dc make this my last will and ZE%” man he : re
ail wiils mad will and bequesth to my dearly beloved wife Mary F
211 wy lands on the east ar ie of the Big Hill road adjcining the town of College
Hill. Alsoc one thivrd of the procszeds of the partnership lands cwmed by myself and Brother
L. T. Griggs {that is one third of &iy part of Sald land). The partnership lands to be man—
aged and disposed of as hersinafter directed; also two 1ife Policies one inm the Massonic
i located at J tucky zh other Mutual Mutusl benefit asssoeiation West
iz Conf P urch South located st Ashland, Rentueky. Also 21l
ol cription after my just debts and lisbilities ars
paid out of s=ai atuzal 1ife and at her death [thellands %o be scld
and conveyed by Judgement as to time ¢f sale for the best imterest
of my hairs aund with my children. He may sell sazid lands in whole
or in part a= hs
Znd I wi policie may hold teo such of my dildren or relations as
nave kept up. &ll expenses on same by agreement with me. My son Wm. T. Griggs heaving paid
2ll dues znd expenses on my Grange life insuvance pelicy, I wiil to him the benefit of said
policy absolutely.
3rd In the distribution of my estate my son Wm T. Griggs and my daughter Sarah B.
Rucker be charged with two hundred and fifty dollars each, advanced to them by me during
my 1ife wmore than o my other children.
4th I hereby constitute and appoint my dear beloved brother L. T. Griggs my executor
to carry this my will into effect and empower him to sell and comvey sny part or all of
said psrtunewship lends according to his best judgement of the time of said sale for the
best interest of my heirs, one third of the procseds of said land to be paid to my wife if
she be iiving an

1

e gl S

my hildren, and I hereby direct and empower him to sell my part

LR )

A

h
he balance equally divided with my children, if she be dead the whole to
< i
nal

<4
m

P o

or ail of wny pez

LS

private or public sale without sny appraisement at any tim

b
he may deem best for the Auter&st of my helrs and creditors and in the event he does not
or ¢an not carzy out t is will as Executor, I hereby appoint my som Wm T. Griggs in his

stead to have 21l the power and author ity given or conferved in this will and it is m
request that my executor be allowed to enter on the dischargeof his duties under this will
without giving any security on his bond in the Madison County Court.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto fixed my name this 7th day of June A.D. 18838,

"7 JONAS S. GRIGGS

Atteset:
W. J. Webb
A, W, Willlans

I, Jonas S. Griggs make this codieil to my lsst will snd testament which will is
dated June 7, 1836,

1. If my wife Mary F. Griggs should dle before I do or befors the 4th day of Decem-
ber 189% when my youngest child Leatha May Griggs will arrive at the age of eighteen vears
then it is my will that my three youngest children wiz: Matiie Griggs, Edwin Griggs and
Leatha May Griggs have, use, and control and cccupy the home place where I now live which

T

is all the land I own except that which I own in partnership with my brother Lucizn T. Griggs
and that they zlso have all oy housshold adé ELLchan _{rn_ture and farmi
uy said daughter Leatha May @rigge arrvives ' 2 ¥l

thres yovu ingest children oY marry b
i 111 be eight of age,
thus devis aze and
use and said £
eightea age, if
en afor a home
aight zze provide
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