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Bob Houses
and

Boat Houses

What better way to symbolize the seasons and diversity of our
lake than with images of bob houses and boat houses? Winter
and summer. Some like it cold and some like it hot. On Webster Lake, there’s more than enough winter and just the right
amount of summer to keep everyone happy.
This winter made the record books, bringing forth adjectives
like “brutal” and “merciless”. Seasonal lake residents stayed as
far away as they could and a few permanent residents made
the decision to become “snowbirds”.
But those who own bob houses and ice
augers had a different perspective. They’re
the ones who actually look forward to below
zero numbers and thickening ice. Webster Lake
becomes their second home, as they trailer out
their custom built boxes to keep themselves
warm, while they wait for the tip-ups to let them
know there’s fish on the line.
We ventured out to the “land” of bob houses
and ice fisherman this past February and took some
photos.
(Continued on page 2)
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Bob Houses and Boat Houses
(Continued from page 1)
Every bob house had a personality, reflecting (we’re guessing)
the personality of the owner. They
(the bob houses) come in all colors
and designs. Some have chimneys,
some have flags, most have a window
or two, and one or two have even
cleared the snow in front to create a
deck, complete with deck chair.
As the new year dawned, ice fishing
enthusiasts were a bit worried about what
was starting out to be an unusually mild
winter. But the temperatures took a dive
in late January and THEN there was ICE.
Measuring the thickness, in fact, there was
more than we’d seen in years.
For many, if not most of the bob house
owners, the highlight of the season was
the Webster Lake Ice Fishing Derby, which
took place this year on February 14th and
15th. Sponsored by the Webster Lake Association, the Elks and the Outing Club,
the 35th annual event was once again a
success, focused on the younger generation, but with winners in all age ranges. We
stocked the lake with extra Rainbow Trout
and gave trophies for perch and pickerel as
well. The new Steadman Pavilion on Griffin Beach served as headquarters and was
wrapped in plastic, providing relief from
the frigid and windy weather.
There were also a couple of snowmobile
time trials in January and February to add
to the winter lake sports, but snowmobilers
were out and about all season. We saw and
heard a few as late in the season as the first
week of April.
But by then, even die hard bob housers
were wondering if there would ever be a
thaw, and one by one they found their way
off the lake. The official “ice out” date for
Webster Lake was April 19th.
Winter on the lake was fun for the seasoned, but spring was welcomed by all. As
you read this issue, most docks, lifts, and
boats will be in. We saw the first kayakers within days of ice-out, and there have
already been some bass tournaments.
And the Fourth of July, Picnic-on-theBeach, and Boat Parade are right around
the corner!! That’s the best we can do to
segue into the other theme of this feature:
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Boat Houses. We counted eight when we
went out last summer to photograph them,
but we could have missed a few, especially
if they’ve been re-purposed in this modern
age when boat lifts serve the same purpose
and boats have evolved to sizes that don’t
seem to fit as comfortably in the once prestigious dwellings.
Where else but on a beautiful New
Hampshire lake could you appreciate the
warmth of a Bob House to fish through
the ice in the winter and cooling summer
waters at the mouth of a Boat House in the
summer?
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Working Together
to Preserve and Protect

THE STEADMAN PAVILION (named in honor of the late Rose Steadman, mother of lake residents Deb and Denise Steadman) is the new pride of Webster Lake, enjoyed and appreciated by
all, in every season. It was completed last summer and dedicated at a well-attended ceremony
on August 30, 2014. Many thanks to all those who contributed donations to make this possible.
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John Marrapese
1928 - 2014

Independence
Day Events
This year’s Independence Day celebration
actually falls on Independence Day! We
will kick off with our annual “Breakfast
on the Beach” social get-together on Griffin Beach on Saturday, July 4th. Breakfast will start being served at 8 a.m. and
continue until 11 a.m. Come join us in
this kick-off to our summer events and
re-unite with all your lake friends.
Later the same day, July 4th, the
annual Boat Parade will begin with a
gathering of decorated boats at the Griffin Beach area. The parade will leave the
area at 2:30 p.m., heading in a counterclockwise direction at headway speed.
With a new Star Wars film coming out this year and the acquisition of
Lucasfilm by the Walt Disney Company,
we’ve decided to give you a theme choice:
Disney and/or Star Wars. (Or... you
could have the Seven Dwarfs take down
Darth Vader...)
Please be aware that much of the debris from fireworks, particularly plastics,
		
never degrades
and should there		
fore always be 		
		
directed away from
		
the water. 		
			Enjoy the
		
Fourth!
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John and Pamela Marrapese gave voice to
the pollution concerns and water quality
issues of Webster Lake, and were among
the founding families of the Webster Lake
Association. A resident of the Lake for
over 50 years, John passed away in 2014
and will be greatly missed. Pamela, the
first president of the Webster Lake Association, passed away in 2003. The legacy
of the family lives on in the Marrapese
“Keep NH Lakes Clear” Scholarship Fund
at Plymouth State University benefitting
undergraduate and graduate students
studying environmental and water quality
issues throughout the state of NH.

Lake Host/
City Partnership
Our Lake Host coordinator, Laurie
Salame, has reached out to the City of
Franklin Park and Rec Department as
a resource for personnel to assist with
the program’s implementation. Krystal
Alpers, Park and Rec head, has assured
the WLA that she has youth who are
ready to be trained and are willing to be
a part of the program. Lake hosts provide
inspection for boats at the point of entry
in order to help prevent the intrusion of
invasive species. If you’re interested or
have questions, contact Laurie at
		lsalame@hotmail.com.

Protecting Lake
Environment
Go phosphate-free! The number

one source of pollution to NH freshwater
is phosphorus. Much of this phosphorus
originates from the use of lawn fertilizer.
Choose phosphate-free lawn fertilizer, if
you must fertilize your lawn. Remember,
the Shoreland Protection Act prohibits the
use of fertilizer within 25 feet of shorelines
and allows slow release only from 25-250
feet. Make your choice phosphate-free.
Sta-Green brand is available at Lowes.
Look for a zero (0) in the middle number
when you buy fertilizer. The lake will
thank you.

Runoff direction. Direct the run-

off from your property into vegetated areas
so that it can be absorbed into the ground
before reaching the lake. This will help
control nutrients from entering the lake
and help lower phosphorus levels.

Headway speed. Please motor at

headway speed in shallow waters so as
not to stir up the sediment on the bottom.
Stirring sediment contributes to cyanobacteria outbreaks.

Cleaning products. Please consid-

er using environmentally-friendly cleaning
products. Hannafords sells “Planet” brand
biodegradable, phosphate-free products.

Fireworks. Paper, cardboard and
RESOURCES
Boater Education Classes
Boater Safety/Marine Patrol
Franklin Municipal Services
Exotic Plant Concerns
Shoreland Concerns
Water Quality Concerns
Weed Watcher Volunteers
Wetlands Concerns
Webster Lake Association

267-7256
293-2037
934-4103
271-2248
271-2147
419-9229
271-2248
271-2147
671-3405

plastic waste from summer fireworks have
been found in the lake for months after
discharge. Please direct any fireworks
away from the lake.

Lake Residents!

Rowell’s Septic Tank Pumping
Save $65 - Two Days Only!
Fri., May 29th or Mon., June 1st
Call or Schedule Online
603-934-4145
www.rowellseptic.com
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Lake Lessons
by Barry Freedman
78 Webster Ave.

Years ago (1980), when we bought our cottage, it came with a large, state-of-the-art
(at that time) electric stove.
It had four cook-top burners, a double
oven, a separate griddle, plus a special
oven with a rotisserie for cooking chickens, pigs, etc. It also had a kerosene-fueled
“end heater” to provide heat for the
kitchen, with a 50-gallon drum outside the
kitchen wall. The drum tilted just enough
to provide gravity-feed through a small
pipe that ran into the kitchen behind the
stove, with a small stop-cock valve that
turned the kerosene flow on and off.
How wonderful! A self-contained,
stand-alone, easy-to-use heating source,
just for the kitchen! Or, so I thought until
I read the operating instructions, which
consisted of the following (no, I am not
kidding!) steps:
Turn on the kerosene valve; open the
heater using a large iron handle; take a
three foot long dip-stick with a small piece
of fabric at the end; dip the end into the
kerosene that pools inside one of the burners; removed the dip-stick and light the
fabric with a match; insert the lit dip-stick
into each burner until it catches; close the

heater with the large iron handle; blow out
the flame on the end of the dip-stick; then,
leave the cottage for 2-3 hours, until the
black smoke and (foul-smelling) kerosene
odor leaves the house.
It was awful! We only used it when the
outside temperature dropped below 25
degrees. We splurged and use the electric
base-board heat, instead.
The stove lasted 12 more years, during
which we used the “end-heater” a total of
ten times. We replaced it with a new modern stove that was literally half the size
of the old stove. Our kitchen suddenly
became bigger! We removed the 50-gallon drum from the side of the house and
my wife never wanted to hear the word
“kerosene” again!
But five years later I read an article in
one of the local papers about a new, standalone kerosene heating system that was
SMOKELESS and ODORLESS. I didn’t believe it. More importantly, my wife didn’t
believe it either.
That is, until the following month
when we went to a house party where my
friend had installed such a system. It truly
was odorless and smokeless and operated

Diligently De-Littering the Neighborhood
Jeff Perkins takes pride in his neighborhood.
The lakefront Webster Avenue home where
he and his wife Val live is in tip-top shape,
but his high standards go well beyond his
own property.
Once the snow is gone, Jeff can be seen
walking the streets surrounding Webster
Lake with an extension “claw” and a bright
blue trash bag filled with everything from
cigarette butts to dirty diapers and lots of
empty beer cans and bottles.
He hates to see litter, but instead of complaining, he does something about it. When
you see how much he collects in those blue
bags, you wonder what people are thinking
when they toss it.
Webster Lake is grateful for Jeff and others
like him who care about our environment.
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with a simple on/off switch: no dipsticks,
no large iron handles, no open flames, no
valves to turn.
We called the company and had it
installed that week. In the 18 years since
it has never failed. (I still don’t know how
they did it!) By the way, it is the cheapest
source of heat in New Hampshire.
Try it. You’ll like it!

Calendar
JULY
Breakfast on the Beach
Saturday, July 4, 2015, 8:00 -11:00
Rain-date: Sunday, July 5, 2015
Griffin Beach
Boat Parade
Saturday, July 4, 2015, 2:30 p.m.
Rain-date: Sunday, July 5, 2015
Gather at Griffin Beach area;
Disney/ Starwars theme;
counter-clockwise this year
Annual Yard Sale
Saturday, July 18, 2015; 9:00 - 3:00
Location: The old Rowell’s Auction House on
Route 11 (same as last year).
Questions? Contact Laurie Salame
at lsalame@hotmail.com

AUGUST
Annual Meeting
Saturday, August 1, 2015
9:00 a.m. - Coffee
9:30 a.m. - Meeting
Franklin Library, second Floor
(Minutes of last year’s meeting available at
websterlake.mylaketown.com)
Annual Food Drive/ Ice Cream Social
Saturday, September 5, 2015; 2:00 - 4:00.
Webster Lake residents are asked to bring
nonperishable food items to the Steadman
Pavilion on Griffin Beach or earlier that week
to designated drop-off points (see road signs).
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