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What Linda Johnson sees through the lens of her camera captures –almost like 
magic– the essence of Webster Lake.  We’re peppering this fall issue of the Webster 
Lake News with some of her images because they tell us, far better than words, why 
our goal is to preserve and protect this environment. 

(And it just so happens that Linda Johnson’s images will also comprise the 2016 
Webster Lake Calendar, a Webster Lake Association fundraiser... see the article and 
order information on page 2 of this issue.)

This issue of the Webster Lake Newsletter also includes an article (page 3) detail-
ing plans for the WLA and the Plymouth State University Center for the Environ-
ment to collaborate on research and projects that are intended to benefit both 
organizations for the purpose of protecting and improving the health of the Webster 
Lake watershed ecosystem.

So, what is the status of Webster Lake’s watershed ecosystem?  
The 2014 and 2015 water testing results reveal that phosphorus, dissolved 

oxygen, and PH levels remain at unacceptable amounts. However, this year the lake 
exhibited less frequent cyanobacteria outbreaks, mainly due to the lack of rainfall, 
which lessened storm water runoff. 

Additionally, lake water quality seems to have stabilized since 2010. This should 
not lead us to be complacent. Levels continue to be high and we must stay vigilant. 
Clarity of the water was increased due to less particulate suspension, which is also 
attributed to the lack of significant rain. Several tributaries continue to test high in 
phosphorus and EColi levels. These areas will be more closely scrutinized to deter-
mine the source of the unwanted chemicals and bacteria.

Several fish die-offs occurred this year. The first, comprised of mostly medium-
sized white perch, was determined to be caused by post-stress spawning, not un-
common to this species of fish. Subsequent observations of dead fish were attributed 
to the lack of sustainable dissolved oxygen in the lower stratified layer of the water 
where the fish venture to avoid the warmer temperature of the upper layers.  This 
summer’s warmer air temperatures increased the water temperature where the fish 
were seeking refuge.

Dissolved oxygen concentrations may change dramatically with lake depth. Oxy-
gen production occurs in the top portion of a lake, where sunlight drives the engines 
of photosynthesis. Oxygen consumption is greatest near the bottom of a lake, where 
sunken organic matter decomposes. In stratified lakes, such as Webster Lake, this 
difference may be acute – plenty of oxygen near the top but practically none in the 
bottom regions. 

Loving our LakeThe heron is striking. 
So what makes us cringe?

When Linda Johnson took 
this photo, she was focusing on 

the beauty of the heron, 
perfectly perched on a rock on 

the shore of Webster Lake. 
After downloading it, she 

noticed the carelessly tossed 
styrofoam cup, an 

incongruity to the beauty and 
purity of nature. 

How careless —or careful—
are we with 

our lake environment?

Courtesy of Linda M. Johnson
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After the Annual Meeting in August, 
Linda Johnson came to the Webster Lake 
Association Board and graciously offered 
to make her photography of the lake 
available for a fundraising project. Thus 
began the production of a 2016 Webster 
Lake calendar entitled “The Life and 
Lure of Webster Lake”, now available for 
purchase online.

Her beautiful images (13 plus) capture 
the essence of our lake throughout the 
seasons and over recent years. The pub-
lication will be a keepsake even after the 
year 2016 comes to an end.

It would also be a great Christmas gift 
for family and friends! 

So … go online to www.createphoto-
calendars.com and put “Webster Lake” 
in the search bar. That will bring you to 
the 2016 Webster Lake Calendar, where 
you can order as many as you want. You 
have a choice of 8.5” x 11” wall calendars 
for $16, or the extra large size of 11” x 
17” for $26. Three dollars of the cost (of 
either size) will go directly to the Webster 
Lake Association, contributing to our 

ability to preserve and protect Webster 
Lake.  The company will add on a ship-
ping charge (I just ordered five 8.5” x 11” 
calendars and the shipping charge was 
$5.99).  

Many thanks to Linda for making this 
opportunity a reality—as well as for her 
willingness to share her love for Webster 
Lake with all of us!

2016 Calendar Fundraiser

The Life and Lure of Webster Lake

We may not all have the photographic 
skill and patience of a Linda Johnson, but 
we all have our favorite shots of the lake, 
its wildlife, and its activity.

So, the Webster Lake Association is 
considering a photo contest, with win-
ning photos making up the 2017 Webster 
Lake Calendar. Linda Johnson has even 
agreed to be the chief judge. 

Details still need to be ironed out, and 
suggestions would be gratefully appreciat-
ed!  (Contact nancy.wolcott.47@gmail.com.) 
A Photo Contest Committee may be the 

Photo Contest for 2017 Calendar?
way to go. Here are some guidelines to get 
us started:

Deadline for submissions would be 
late next summer (2016). Submitters can 
submit multiple photos, but a maximum 
number of submissions will be deter-
mined.  Submissions should be photos 
taken within recent years. 

We  know we’ll get a lot of great pho-
tos to represent the spring and summer 
months, but we’ll need some winning 
photos to represent the autumn and win-
ter months as well! 

Did you know?
Phosphorus accelerates a process that 
results in increased biomass, decreased 
lake clarity, and decreased dissolved 
oxygen; it also increases the likelihood 
of cyanobacteria scums. Issues caused by 
phosphorus introduction impact fisheries 
and drinking water supplies, as well as 
the health of people who recreate in the 
waters, and pets and all animal that drink 
these waters. Phosphorus is introduced 
into the watershed from fertilizers, storm 
water runoff, compromised septic sys-
tems, and fireworks.

Fireworks may contain trace elements 
of the following chemicals: Phosphorus, 
Lead, Barium, Lithium, Rubidium, Stron-
tium, Copper, Aluminum, Ammonium 
Perchlorate, Cadmium, Potassium and 
Sulfur. Additionally fireworks generate 
much debris in the form of plastic and 
cardboard. Let’s keep this stuff out of our 
watershed.

There is a Webster Lake Webcam on 
continuously, 365 days a year. Click on 
the link on the Webster Lake Association 
home-page. 

The loon on the nest this year died from 
a lead object found in the gizzard of the 
bird. Neither of the two eggs hatched.

All photos courtesy of Linda M. Johnson 
and included in 2016 calendar.
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The above heading is the motto of the 
Little Free Library organization (little-
freelibrary.org), and the Webster Lake 
Association is about to become involved! 

In keeping with the WLA mission 
statement, the Board of Directors voted 
at the September 5th meeting to host and 
register two Little Free Libraries – one at 

the Steadman Pavilion on Griffin Beach 
and one near 75 Webster Avenue (on the 
south side of the street for easy access 
and visibility during the one-way traffic 
season).  

In doing so, we will become a part of 
a movement that began in 2010 “to pro-
mote literacy and the love of reading by 
free book exchanges worldwide.” There 
are now over 25,000 Little Free Librar-
ies in all 50 states and over 40 countries 
around the world!

So what exactly does a Little Free 
Library look like? It’s small enough to fit 

Take a Book, Return a Book
on a sturdy post, big enough to hold a 
good selection of sharable books, weath-
erproof, fun to look at, and no two look 
alike.

Our two little libraries will be open 
seasonally each year beginning next May 
through the month of October (we’ll 
keep you posted about when they will 
open and close). They will be available 
for anyone to take a book, return a book, 
share books, and give books.  Little Free 
Libraries help build a sense of com-
munity by sharing skills, creativity and 
wisdom across generations. 

Many thanks to Laurie Brothers and 
Deb Jackson for bringing the vision to 
Webster Lake.

RESOURCES

Boater Education Classes 267-7256

Boater Safety/Marine Patrol 293-2037

Franklin Municipal Services 934-4103

Exotic Plant Concerns 271-2248

Shoreland Concerns 271-2147

Water Quality Concerns 419-9229

Weed Watcher Volunteers 271-2248

Wetlands Concerns 271-2147

Webster Lake Association 671-3405

Courtesy of Linda M. Johnson

Collaborative Effort to Preserve and Protect
This fall, The Webster Lake Association 
(WLA) and Plymouth State Univer-
sity (PSU) Center for the Environment 
(CFE) will enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) to collaborate on 
research and projects that are intended 
to benefit both organizations for the 
purpose of protecting and improving the 
health of the Webster Lake watershed 
ecosystem.

The future integrity of the Webster 
Lake watershed ecosystem is at risk due 
to storm water pollution from poorly-
planned and poorly-regulated land use. A 
corresponding increase in efforts toward 
ecological, sociological, and economic 
research, monitoring, and action in the 
watershed is needed. It is our mutual goal 
to expand the capability to address issues 
of concern in the region and to foster 

more effective management policies, 
environmental literacy and stewardship. 

Working together, WLA and the CFE 
can partner when there are opportunities 
that are mutually proactive in improving 
the health of the Webster Lake watershed. 
When possible, we can fund jointly or to 
obtain grant funding to support research 
positions at PSU that focus on research 
in the Webster Lake watershed. When 
resources are available, both parties may 
provide time for personnel to further 
the objective of this MOU. Details of the 
time commitment from personnel will be 
discussed and determined as needs arise. 
A permanently mounted water testing 
buoy will be a part of the program.

For more information, contact Mark 
Lorenze (marksggl@gmail.com).
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Lake Lessons

The Putting In and Taking Out of Docks
by Barry Freedman

78 Webster Ave.

Years ago (1980), when we bought our 
cottage, it came with a wooden dock. The 
dock was made of pine, and the sections 
weren’t too heavy. It was great fun to have 
my children (then ages 11 and 15) help put 
the dock into the water in the spring and 
to help take the sections out in the fall.

As time went on, the wood began to 
deteriorate and the sections started to rot 
and fall apart. As soon as we repaired one 
section, another would have to be fixed. 
Also, many of the support screws and 
bolts either became worn out from wear 
and tear, or ended up on the bottom of 
the lake. The law of diminishing returns 
set in and it was time to upgrade to a 
sturdier dock. 

So I purchased a dock made of 
pressure-treated wood – “made to last 
for years”.  The one major drawback to 
pressure-treated wood, however, is that it’s 
very heavy.  

No problem, I thought to myself.  My 
children have grown older, bigger, and 
stronger and they have friends who are 
happy to make the trek from Boston to 

Franklin, New Hampshire, in the spring 
and fall.

So the dock situation was great for 
several years. All I needed was a box of 
Dunkin’ Donuts, a free lunch for ‘the boys’, 
and $20 per kid. I was happy and they 
were glad to do it.

Time marched on. Our teenagers grew 
into young adults who seemed to have fre-
quent “scheduling problems”. Their friends 
also were unable to break away from 
their busy lives. It was like pulling teeth!  
Instead of having the dock in by mid-May, 
I was lucky to have it in by mid-June. 

Most inconvenient!!
So, I did some research. I saw a system 

on the internet that showed a dock so 
simple “a 14-year-old could put in all by 
himself.”  It consisted of aluminum frames, 
with cedar (very light) wood inserts. The 
company was in Michigan, but a little 
more research revealed that a similar 
system was also being sold by a dock com-
pany in the Lakes Region. I went to see the 
dock and it was just what I needed.

However, I still needed help, because I 

also had a boat-lift that needed to be put in 
the water, and I couldn’t do that by myself.

The solution presented itself when I 
went to Franklin High School one spring 
day seeking out two or three seniors who 
wanted to make a few bucks on a Saturday 
or Sunday morning. The school was help-
ful, and the new boys showed up at the 
appointed time. It worked like a charm. 

And, all these years later, they still are 
eager to help out in May and September. 
I still serve Dunkin’ Donuts, but the price 
has gone up to $50. However, I don’t have 
to nag my kids anymore. They’re happier, 
I’m happier.

Believe me, it’s been worth it.
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