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A SERVICE OF ADVENT and the “Hanging of the 

Greens” Encore 

By Jeraldine M. Davis          

Sunday, December 

3, 2017, the Green-

wood’s Music De-

partment led us in 

our morning wor-

ship service as we 

celebrated through 

praise, scripture 

and music the Ser-

vice of Advent and 

the “Hanging of the 

Greens.” 

Advent is a time of 

Expectation: look-

ing forward or an-

ticipating the coming 

of… Advent is a period 

of Preparation: a pro-

ceeding or provision by 

which one prepares for 

something. 

Our Expectation and 

Preparation com-

menced with Revival, 

praying, fasting—In or-

der to make ready our 

focus for the Advent 

journey ahead. This spir-

itual focus set the tone 

for a festive celebration 

throughout our church. Be-

ginning with our corridors, 

the foyer, the balcony and 

the sanctuary, all were 

adorned with symbolism 

(Evergreen) that depicted 

Christ, the everlasting life. 

Special scripture readings 

reminded us of the coming 

of Christ—coming to us at 

His birth, coming to us in our 

lives and at the end of time. 

Our worship experience was 

enhanced with the natural 

beauty of the red Poinsettia 

which painted an inspiring 

story and added 

a sacred mean-

ing with its sym-

bolism. Liturgical 

Banners lifted 

high the name 

for the Most 

High, Jesus the 

King. Pageantry 

made the scrip-

tures live. From 

the beginning of 

the Advent cele-

bration to the 

postlude, the 

music provided a distinctive 

quality character/ mood 

that spoke to our hearts 

and souls. 

We rejoice for the true 

meaning of this season and 

for the precious gift that 

has been given to us: our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. 

                                                 



 

matter what the circum-

stances.   These strategies 

include making a gratitude 

journal by naming 5 things 

you are grateful for each 

morning, or five things you 

were grateful for that hap-

pened before the day end-

ed.  Or you could also 

choose one ‘big’ thing you 

were grateful for that day, 

and one or two people that 

you truly appreciate.  Some 

people choose to close the 

day with five daily achieve-

ments.  Most importantly, 

you should pray and be thankful 

for your many blessings. 

As the Christmas season ap-

proaches, it’s important to be 

grateful and acknowledge that 

you are truly blessed.  What 

greater gift could God give us 

than his precious Son, Jesus?  

For God so loved the world that 

He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in Him 

should not perish but have ever-

lasting life. John 3:16 
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   Greenwood “Reaching the Lost & Teaching the Cross” 

 

Join the Mission 

“Reaching the 

Lost and 

Teaching the 

Cross” 

During the upcoming holiday 

season, it is important to re-

member to be thankful for 

God’s blessings.  Being grate-

ful helps you through tough 

times, and being grateful also 

ensures that you will never 

take your successes for grant-

ed.   

Try some of the listed strate-

gies to remind you of all of 

life’s great blessings.  The re-

sult of using these strategies 

should brighten your mood, 

make you more patient, and 

bring a smile to your face no 

 Education Endowment Scholarship  By Dr. Dickerson 

 

Arcola and I are both retired 

educators and have always 

invested in the education 

of young people; both 

within the public schools, 

at Greenwood, and 

throughout the CME 

church. Recently we estab-

lished an Education En-

dowment Scholarship at 

Greenwood. 

These funds will be used 

to assist with the financial 

needs of any young person 

who is a member of Green-

wood and who is enrolled at 

Lane College, LeMoyne Col-

lege, or any other histori-

cal Black College. The stu-

dents must be making 

satisfactory progress and 

they must maintain a min-

imum 2.0 grade point av-

erage. They must also 

make progress in accord-

ance to the official re-

quired standards of the 

college. 

These funds will be availa-

ble to Greenwood mem-

bers forever; and the se-

lection committee, at 

Greenwood, will be the 

Pastor, Director of Chris-

tian Education and the Lay 

Leader. 

Arcola and I are totally con-

vinced that our young people 

are our future and it is the 

responsibility of parents, 

churches, and others within 

our community to encourage, 

nurture, and support them 

and to support efforts which 

enable them to be all they 

can be. 
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Fall Quarter Sunday School Review  By Greg Bethel 

 
 
The one true God declares, “I have loved thee with an everlasting 
love” (Jeremiah 31:3).  God demonstrates that love through the covenants He 
makes with humanity.    
 Our first unit of study highlights the “Signs from God.” The covenant 
signs that were studied are the rainbow, circumcision, Sabbath observance 
and the presence of the Spirit.  The presence of the rainbow (lesson 1) and 
the Spirit (lesson 4) point to obligations God has placed on Himself.  On the 
other hand, the signs of circumcision (lesson 2) and observance of the Sab-
bath (lesson 3) point to obligations that God place on humans.   
 Our second unit of study, “Servants of God,” highlights God’s part-
nership with the obedient.  Under particular consideration in that regard are 
Abraham (lesson 5), Moses (lesson 6 & 7) and David (lesson 8).  They are key 
figures in the history of Israel, history that included a return from exile that 
only God could have orchestrated (lesson 9).  God’s  covenant with Abraham 
featured a rather mysterious procedure in which God had him participate.  
This assured Abraham that God would keep His promises.  Other examples 
are the sights and sounds of thunder, lightning, thick clouds, loud trumpet, 
smoke, fire, earthquake, thick darkness and even the voice of God Himself.  
All of these visual aids were meant to have a lasting impression on the Israel-
ite's in deterring sin. 
 Our third unit of study, “Son of God,” touches on some distinctive 
qualities of the new covenant in Jesus.  The prophet Jeremiah (lesson 11) 
foresaw this covenant as he looked ahead to God’s intentions to “remember 
their sin no more” (Jeremiah 31:34).  The study from Hebrews 12 notes how 
Jesus is the mediator of the new covenant.  This lesson is followed by instruc-
tions on observing the Lord’s Supper.  Christ instituted this visual aid as a way 
for us to remind ourselves of the basis of the new covenant under which we 
now live.   
 This leads us to “When New Means Better”.  Personal experience 
teaches us that something advertised as new does not always mean it is 
better than what is being replaced.  But as stated in, Hebrews 8:6, “But now 
hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the me-
diator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises”.  
This is our assured reminder that the new covenant in Christ is infinitely 
better than the old.  How privileged we are to live under the better! 
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The Green is published once per month. If you 
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the 15th of each month. All information must be 

approved by Pastor Harris. 
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 December 3 Hanging of the Greens 

 December 8 Read Around the Christmas Tree Cherokee Ele-

mentary 10a 

 December 9 Women’s Ministry Christmas Luncheon 

 December 12 Church Conference 6p 

 December 21 Super Saturday Preparations 6p 

 December 23 Super Saturday 8a 

 December 24 Sunday School Christmas Program/College Stu-

dents Recognition 

 December 25   Merry Christmas! 

 December 31 Sunday School 8a/Worship Service 9a 


