Hallowtide
October 31st – November 2nd
Introduction
The word “Hallow” means “to make holy”. People used to believe that at this time of the
year, as the dark nights lengthened, so the powers of evil strengthened. As Christians, we
know that Jesus, the light of the world, has defeated the powers of darkness through his
death and resurrection. In Hallowtide we celebrate Jesus’ victory. We use it as a time to
remember all the saints who have gone before us, men, women and children who have
carried the light of Christ within them and whom we will meet in heaven.

Preparation for Hallowtide
A Pumpkin Lantern
Hollow out the pumpkin. You could keep the flesh to make pumpkin soup. Divide the
pumpkin shell into a section for each child. Use a pen or scratch with a knife. Let each child
design and (cut if they are old enough) their section. My main rule is that they must use good
images not nasty faces). Put night-lights inside and replace the lid.
Every Hallowtide we have pumpkin soup and rolls, often with an apple pudding. Make your
own traditions.
The Celebration
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Hallowtide runs from October 31 to November 2 . You could:
a) Use part of the celebration each day.
b) Choose an evening/lunchtime to celebrate Hallowtide. We often go for the Saturday
nearest the date.
c) If it is possible, do the celebration by the light of your pumpkin and a few candles and
then eat your food by the same light.
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d) Afterwards, or on one of the other days, you could try apple bobbing. Either suspend the
apples on strings or put them in a bowl of water. Catch the apples in your mouth without
using your hands. One family use doughnuts on strings because they don’t like apples!

Singing
We’ve suggested a few options that you can use, decide before you start which one works
for you and your family:
• Listen to ‘All Through History’ and see who can remember something about the Bible
characters in the song
• Play once and then sing along to ‘This Little Light of Mine’
• Or say together the reading at the end
Colouring Sheets
You may find it helpful to print out the ‘Heroes of the Faith’ colouring sheets ahead of time if
you’re using this resource with younger children or anyone who would enjoying having
something to ‘do’ as well as things to talk about. These can be found at the end of the
document. You could use them to prompt conversation about the characters we meet in the
Bible and reference in the celebration below.
Celebrating Hallowtide with young children (or if you’re really short of time!)
Read: John 14 v2-4
Pray the following prayer:
Thank you, Lord Jesus,
that you have gone
to make a special place
for us in heaven.
Thank you
that we will meet
lots of your followers there.
Amen.
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A Short Celebration for Hallowtide
Leader: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will
have the light of life.”
Ask: Either: Who do we know (friends, family, church members etc.) who will already be
there in heaven waiting for us?
Or:
Who has passed the light on to us?
Voice 1:

Dear Lord Jesus,
we thank you
that you have a special place
for us in heaven.

Voice 2:

We thank you
for the members of our family and friends
who will be there with us too.
Thank you for
those who have passed
your light on to us.

Voice 3:

We’re really looking forward to meeting you
and all your followers
in heaven.

Voice 4:

It’s going to be a wonderful celebration,
an enormous party
when we all get together!
Amen.

Sing:
• Listen to ‘All Through History’ and see who can remember something about the Bible
characters in the song
• Play once and then sing along to ‘This Little Light of Mine’
• Or say together the reading at the end
Read: Hebrews 12 v1-2a
OR reword it something like this:
“And so, because Jesus’ followers are all around
us let us be careful not to do wrong things. But let us run along the path God has set
out for us, with our eyes fixed on Jesus.”
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A Celebration for Hallowtide (for older children)
(This could be done over 2 days, stopping on the first day at *)
Read: John 8 v12
Sing:
• Listen to ‘All Through History’ and see who can remember something about the Bible
characters in the song
• Play once and then sing along to ‘This Little Light of Mine’
• Or say together the reading at the end
As you use the words of this song, imagine Jesus and all his angels driving back the power of
darkness.
Say:

We’re going to use words from Hebrews 11 and 12 to remind ourselves of the
thousands of people who have gone to heaven ahead of us

Leader:

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for…

All:

…And certain of what we do not see.

Reader 1:

By faith
we understand that the universe
was formed at God’s command.

Reader 2:

By faith
Abel offered God a better sacrifice
than Cain did.

Reader 3:

By faith
Noah, when warned about things not yet seen,
built an ark and saved his family.

Reader 4:

By faith
Abraham, when called to go to a place
he would later receive as an inheritance,
obeyed God and went.

Reader 5:

By faith
Abraham, who was too old,
and Sarah who was infertile,
were able to have a baby.
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Reader 6:

By faith
Abraham, when God tested him,
offered Isaac as a sacrifice.
He had been promised fatherhood
and was about to sacrifice his
one and only son.

*Reader 1:

By faith
Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau
with regard to their future.

Reader 2:

By faith
Jacob, when he was dying,
blessed each of Joseph’s sons.

Reader 3:

By faith
Joseph, when his end was near,
spoke about the exodus
of the Israelites from Egypt.

Reader 4:

By faith
Moses’ parents hid him for three months
after he was born.

Reader 5:

By faith
Moses refused to be known as Pharaoh’s son.
He chose to be ill-treated
along with the people of God.
By faith he left Egypt.

Reader 6:

By faith
the people of Israel passed
through the Red Sea on dry land.

Reader 1:

By faith the walls of Jericho fell.
By faith
the prostitute Rahab welcomed the spies
and was not killed.

Reader 2:

Shall I tell you of Gideon,
Barak,
Samson,
Jepthah,
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David,
Samuel, and the prophets?
Reader 3:

Through faith
they conquered kingdoms,
administered justice
and gained what God promised.

Reader 4:

Many have been tortured,
faced jeers
and flogging,
were chained
and put in prison.
They were stoned,
they were sawn in two
and they were put to death.

Reader 5:

All:

Therefore, since we are surrounded
by such a great cloud of witnesses,
let us throw off everything
that would hold us back
and the sin that so easily entangles.

Let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us.
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus,
the author and Perfecter of our faith.
Short Reading for Holy Halloween

You could:

read it aloud together,
or one person could read it,
or someone could say a line and everyone else read it after them.

In the darkness of this village/town/city,
Your light shines out.
Into the darkness of our hearts,
Your light shines in.
We carry your light within us,
Everywhere we go.
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