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Thank You, Boots!! 
For 25 years, Boots Young made a tremendous impact 

on thousands of people here in the House of Compas-

sion ministry.  She went to be with Jesus on September 

26, 2016, and she will be incredibly missed by all who 

knew her.  Even  six years after she left Rochester, 

guests of the House of Compassion remember her 

amazing compassion and love for everyone who came 

through her doors.  Members of the church in Roches-

ter remember the love she showed to everyone  Be-

cause of her dedication, this ministry has grown from 

one house to two, and is now looking to expand to a 

third.  Even more importantly, she has enriched the 

lives of everyone who knew her.   So many people 

found physical and spiritual healing because of her 

care.  Thank you, Boots, for giving so much of your life 

to this ministry.  You will be missed. 



Debra Lawrence 

When I envision Boots, she is on the porch swing and I am sitting with her.  She loved her time on the porch, watching and 

greeting people as they walked past.  I was so blessed with my time with Boots.  She taught me how to greet guests with a 

kindness and openness that made the guest feel so welcome.  Boots exuded a sense of peace and grace that set people at 

ease and made them feel loved.  I know she did that for me, and I will forever be grateful.  I never met a kinder woman, she 

was so easy to love. 

Chris Frazier 

It was 2001 when our oldest daughter had to come home early from a 2 yr. mission trip in Japan because of her health.  After 

making appointments with Mayo, we heard about a ministry called the House of Compassion.  We called and talked to the 

houseparent at the time, Boots Young.  We had no idea that the impact Boots made during that time would bring us back 14 

years later to try to make a difference in other people’s lives, the way she made a difference in ours.  We had never experi-

enced firsthand a more caring and loving person than Boots Young.  She had an amazing gift to make the difficult days at the 

Mayo Clinic seem like it was a blessing just to be there.  Her amazing apple pie she surprised us with the 2nd morning of our 

visit sealed the deal.  We would be friends forever. 

Don McMillon 

To say that Boots Young was one in a million is really an understatement. Beyond having a heart for God and the compassion 

of God to match, she always went the extra mile. By the time the door of the house closed behind you, you knew you were 

loved and you were in for the treat of your life. Not only did she make all of the beds at that time, but weather permitting 

after washing the bed sheets, they were hung in the sun to dry. She wanted her most honored guest to experience the fresh-

ness of the great Minnesota outdoors. And it was noticed by all. 

Stacy Sikes 

 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 

in them.” (Ephesians 2:10) 

 The summer of 1998, I came to work with a marvelous ministry called Hands of Compassion and, therefore, with Boots. She 

was the House Mom and I the Hospital Chaplain. Boots had already served thirteen years and now she was challenged to 

share the ministry with this new kid on the block, a kid who wanted to be actively involved in everything.  “Tornado” was her 

term for me, and, with that perception, our start together was challenging.  However, by God’s wonderful providence and 

grace, much prayer, adjustments by us both and perseverance in doing good, we grew greatly to love and trust each oth-

er.  God blessed us with a wonderful relationship, as well as blessing His work in ministering His compassion to others. 

 God gave her a long life and she lived it well.  Through her, He touched the lives of thousands. He fashioned her life by suffer-

ing in order to serve the suffering. With each of His children He has work for them to do (Eph. 2:10). Boots faithfully fulfilled 

her calling. What a legacy she leaves for all of us who still seek to walk the straight and narrow to “Love the Lord with all your 

heart and love your neighbor as yourself.”  Through death, her body is put into the grave. Yet, neither death nor the grave has 

the power to restrain our celebration of her eternal spirit.  She is now part of that great company of the heavenly 

“upright” (Ps. 111:2; Heb. 12:1) and, therefore, of those with whom we join in giving 

thanks to the Lord. What a fellowship! What a joy divine!...a divine fellowship of believ-

ers both visible and invisible! God is praised! 

Forever grateful for my beloved Boots 

“A Life Well Lived” 
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  Florence Bryant 
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  Ivan and Janice Kindig 
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  Bill and Nancy Romersburger 

  James and Debra Schirer 
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  Larry and Sherry Sharp 
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  Jared and Heather Wagner 
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  Doug and Beth Weers 
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  Russell and Donna Wittmer 
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  Gladys Willis 

 

Richard Burgess 
  Joan Atkinson 

  Scott & Laura Nolden 

  Gladys Willis 

  St. Cloud Church of Christ 

  Mike & Diane McEndree 

  J.A & R.M. Meyer 

  Michael Suhr 

  Christine Leininger 

  Alan & Leah James 

  Maridell Gilreath 

  William & Donna Knadel 

  Bruce & Jeanne Nolden 

  Bill & Lynda Barnacle 

 

 

 

Mary Carlton 
  Bill Carlton 

 

Glenda Carr 
  Ronald & Linda Sandefer 

 

Clyde Jones 
  Dale and Dorthy White 

 

JoAnn Kavanaugh 
  Ohio Co. Cooperative Extension 

 

Lanoir Pedersen 
  Custer Church of Christ 

 

Kent Radcliff 
  Don  & Kathy McMillon 

 

Jessica Sikes 
  James & Rebecca Buher 
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  BSE Harris Electric 
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  Wayne & Jean Hardy 

 

Gerry Willis 
  Marilyn Beckman 

 

Boots Young 
  Dean and Polly Caley 

  Franklin and Janet  Pehrson 

  Barbara Bryan 

Honorariums and Memorials 

July 1—October 12, 2016 

Dollar Day 

Our annual Dollar Day fundraiser 

is coming up on Sunday, Decem-

ber 4th.    Everyone giving just a 

single dollar can make a huge 

difference on the ministry of the 

Hands of Compassion.  Thank you 

so much to everyone who has 

given of your time and money to 

this ministry! 

Amazon Smile 

You can now support this ministry by 

shopping on Amazon.  Amazon Smile is the charity 

wing of Amazon.  It allows for 0.5% of all of your 

purchases on Amazon smile to go to the Hands of 

Compassion ministry.  If you are shopping on Ama-

zon, simply go to www.smile.amazon.com  and se-

lect Hands of Compassion Ministry, Rochester MN.  

It is just like shopping on Amazon with the same 

prices and the same products.  The only difference 

is Amazon will donate to this ministry. 

Newsletter 

The newsletter is now 

available by email or on 

our website at: 

www.hocrochester.com 

If you wish to receive the 

newsletter by email send 

us a message at: 

hocministry@gmail.com 
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“My Peace I Leave You”—John 14:27 

You have come together for one of the most important feasts that you can eat.  In the most important seat is the one 

whom you have spent the past three years following.  This is the Passover, the feast in which you celebrate one of the 

greatest moments in your people’s history, the time in which God freed your people from slavery.  Since then every 

generation has celebrated this Passover, and now you are a part of this tradition.  You are celebrating it with the man 

you call Teacher.  You know, however, that He is more than just a teacher.  You have seen Him raise Lazarus from the 

dead.  Peter has said “He is the Christ, the Son of God.”  Yet, you feel trouble is in the room.  Jesus has just told you 

and your friends that one of you would betray Him.  He then sent Judas off, saying,  “What you are about to do, do 

quickly.”  Afterward, Jesus tells Peter that he would deny Him three times.  This is not exactly how you envisioned the 

Passover.   

With all this tension in the room, Jesus promises to send a counselor, the Holy Spirit, and he tells you and the other 

disciples “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled and do not be afraid.”  It was in a moment of fear and chaos, in which Jesus was about to be crucified, that 

the Son of God talks about peace.  These disciples will go on to face a great 

deal of persecution as time goes on, but despite it all, they are able to have 

peace.  Paul and Silas sing in prison, because, despite their circumstances, 

they have peace.  Their hope is not found in anyone or anything on this earth,  

nor is their hope found in circumstances.  Their hope is in God and the prom-

ises of life He offers.  No matter what happens in this life, don’t forget about 

God’s peace.                       -Phillip Quelle, HOC Chaplain 

Contact Information for Donations and Reservations 

Email: hocministry@gmail.com 

Address: 840 W. Center Street 

                 Rochester, MN 55902 

Phone:  507-289-6025 (Chris, Cindy, Debra) Housing 

               402-637-6900 (Phillip Quelle) Chaplain 

Website:  www.hocrochester.com 


