
Table of Contents 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS		 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	

INTRODUCTION	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 3	

FOREWORD	5	

COMMENTS FROM THE AUTHOR     	 9	

AOCS CLASS CHIEF PETTY OFFICER STORIES	 	 	 	 17	

THE VOICE I SHALL NEVER FORGET	 	 	 	 	 17	

MY FIRST 24 HOURS OF HELL - INDOC!	 	 	 	 	 20	

DOR’S (DROP ON REQUEST)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 36	

RLP (ROOM/LOCKER/PERSONNEL INSPECTION)  	 61	

1957 - LIFE AT AOCS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 73	

1958 - NAVCAD EXHIBITION DRILL PLATOON	 	 	 	 76	

1958 - NAVCAD CLASS 28-58 DRILL TEAM	 	 	 	 	 77	

1958 - LIFE OF A NAVCAD	 	 	 	 	 	 	 83	

1965 - GYSGT FREDERICK OREN	 	 	 	 	 	 118	

1965 - GYSGT MIKITIS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 119	

1966 - WHERE IN THE HELL IS THAT GOD DAMNED DRUMMER?	 119	

1966 - INDOC HAD AN ELEVATOR	 	 	 	 	 	 121	

1966 - POOR JUDGMENT	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 122	

1967 - MY UNFORGETTABLE RIFLE INSPECTION	 	 	 	 123	

1968 - FIND A SYNAGOGUE!	 	 	 	 	 	 	 124	

1968 - IT WAS ALL A RUSE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 126	

1968 - FIVE WORDS THAT CHANGED MY LIFE	 	 	 	 127	

1968 - A GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING	 	 	 	 	 127	

1968 - LIFE OF AN AVROC	 	 	 	 	 	 	 127	

1968 - AVCAD (YES, THE COAST GUARD ATTENDED AOCS) 	 142	

1968 - PUSH-UPS FOR THE REST OF YOUR LIFE	 	 	 	 148	

1969 - IT IS NEVER PERSONAL	 	 	 	 	 	 	 149	

1969 - GOMER PYLE MEETS SSGT J. A. PILGER	 	 	 	 150	



1970 - REGIMENTAL RINGER FROM BATT-I		 	 	 	 151	

1970 - MSGT WILLIAM F. HOFFMAN – THE QUIET PROFESSIONAL	 153	

1970 - THE GREAT POGEY BAIT DISASTER    	 154	

1971 - GRADUATION AND COMMISSIONING SEQUENCE 	 157	

1972 - LIFE AT AOCS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 157	

1972 - NON-SECURED, A STROLL THROUGH AOCS  	 159	

1972 - GYSGT RONALD E. CRAYNE	 	 	 	 	 	 168	

1972 - THE POWER OF THE BRACELET	 	 	 	 	 169	

1973 - PUSH-UPS FOR MY WIFE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 172	

1974 – GYSGT JIM K. KELLERMAN	 	 	 	 	 	 173	

1974 - WHO HAS MY RIFLE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 177	

1974 - LIFE AT AOCS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 178	

1974 - MY NAVAL AVIATION OFFICER CANDIDATE SCHOOL 

 EXPERIENCE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 188	

1975 - LEARNING INTEGRITY THE HARD WAY   	 199	

1975 - WHAT A CIRCUS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 200	

1976 - A POOPIE SWAB	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 200	

1976 - INCOGNITO – NOT SUCH A GOOD IDEA   	 201	

1977 - WHERE ARE YOU FROM BOY?	 	 	 	 	 	 202	

1978 - PATH TO UNITY	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 203	

1978 - TWO TRIPS THROUGH POOPIEVILLE	 	 	 	 207	

1978 - SCRATCH AND MANNY HA HA	 	 	 	 	 	 211	

1978 - THE GUIDE BREAKS THE GUIDON STICK	 	 	 	 212	

1978 - SGT MIKE CLARKE  – THE INDOC PSYCHO!	 	 	 	 213	

1979 – THE MANIACAL SSGT MIKE CLARKE JR.	 	 	 	 215	

1980 – LIFE AT AOCS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 219	

1980 – A CURE FOR SMOKING	 	 	 	 	 	 	 230	

1980 - MOMENT OF TRUTH HAS CONSEQUENCES  	 230	

1981 - ARE YOU GOING SOMEWHERE?	 	 	 	 	 231	

1981 – FRESH MEAT, AHRR	 	 	 	 	 	 	 233	



1981 - MOMENTUM	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 234	

1981 - THE LAUGHING BOX	 	 	 	 	 	 	 235	

1982 - ADVICE FROM A WWII VETERAN	 	 	 	 	 239	

1982 - ENTERING THE KILL ZONE – THE DRILL INSTRUCTOR'S      

OFFICE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 240	

1982 - HAPPY BIRTHDAY GYSGT CAMPOS	 	 	 	 	 241	

1982 - IMPERSONATING A DRILL INSTRUCTOR	 	 	 	 254	

1982 - ITS POOPIE WEEK AND I’M TIRED	 	 	 	 	 255	

1982 - MAIL CALL – THE WORST TIME OF DAY FOR SOME        

CANDIDATES	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 257	

1982 - MAIL CALL WITH GYSGT WILKERSON	 	 	 	 259	

1982 - MRS. RASMUSSEN IS A WARRIOR AT HEART		 	 	 259	

1982 - SSGT THIXTON MAKES AN INDELIBLE FIRST IMPRESSION	 260	

1982 - THE BABYSITTER VISITS HER POOPIE	 	 	 	 261	

1982 - THE FIFTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS	 	 	 	 	 263	

1982 - THE OTHER SIDE OF THE DRILL INSTRUCTORS	 	 	 265	

1982 - TRADITIONS OF WELCOMING THE NEW CLASS ABOARD	 268	

1983 - I FOUND IT!  I FOUND IT!	 	 	 	 	 	 270	

1983 - THE MAIL BODY	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 272	

1983 - THE LITTERBUG CANDIDATE	 	 	 	 	 	 274	

1983 - THREE BIG TALKERS DOR	 	 	 	 	 	 274	

1983 - WATER, I NEED WATER	 	 	 	 	 	 	 276	

1983 - WHO POLISHED THOSE HINGES?	 	 	 	 	 278	

1984 – 1987 BOXING SMOKERS AND FIELD MEETS		 	 	 280	

1984 – 1987, I KNEW GYSGT GERHART!	 	 	 	 	 288	

1984 – 1987, LASTING IMPRESSIONS OF GYSGT TIBURTIUS   

 GERHART JR.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 291	

1984 - SSGT GERHART HAD A HEART, WELL…SORT OF!	 	 	 293	

1984 - A COLD BUDWEISER IF I DOR	 	 	 	 	 	 294	

1984 - AOCS MADE ME ONE TOUGH SOB!	 	 	 	 	 295	



1984 - BE WORTH THE TRIP	 	 	 	 	 	 	 299	

1984 - BLOWERS AND BEATERS		 	 	 	 	 	 300	

1984 - FAILURE TWO DAYS BEFORE EARNING THE DRILL     

STREAMER        	 301	

1984 - FEMALE PONY TAILS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 305	

1984 - GUARANTEED PT STREAMER	 	 	 	 	 	 305	

1984 - ICE IN YOUR MILK, ONLY IN MADISON WISCONSIN 	 307	

1984 - MAIL RUN TO THE KILL ZONE		 	 	 	 	 308	

1984 - NO GUTS, NO GLORY!	 	 	 	 	 	 	 309	

1984 - KISS THE MOOSE AT MCGUIRE’S PUB	 	 	 	 310	

1984 - SSGT TIBURTIUS GERHART JR. SET THE BAR HIGH 	 313	

1984 - SSGT JAMES P. WASHINGTON	 	 	 	 	 	 317	

1984 - WHAT WAS HARDER, MARINE BOOT CAMP, MARINE OCS              

OR AOCS?	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 321	

1984 - YOU CAN PRAY TO YOUR DAMN DEAD DOG	 	 	 324	

1985 - UNSECURED WALL LOCKERS	 	 	 	 	 	 327	

1985 - THE BEST COMPLIMENT I EVER GOT!   	 328	

1985 - DI SCHOOL	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 329	

1985 - ATTENTION TO DETAIL CANDIDATE!	 	 	 	 329	

1985 - CANDIDATE EYEBALLS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 333	

1985 - CANDIDATE SHARKBAIT		 	 	 	 	 	 337	

1985 - A LIBERTY BRIEFING FOR THE AGES	 	 	 	 340	

1985 – JUST FIVE MORE DAYS AND I WILL BE FEET DRY		 	 345	

1985 - DEALING WITH STRESS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 346	

1985 - FOR THE BIRDS!	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 347	

1985 - LED ZEPPELIN, SIDE ONE, 3RD CUT	 	 	 	 	 350	

1985 - WE LOVE IT HERE		 	 	 	 	 	 	 351	

1985 - LIFE IS A GAME OF INCHES	 	 	 	 	 	 352	

1985 - “MA'AM, THERE IS NO MAN IN THE WORLD WORTH THIS”	 358	

1985 - OUTSMART THE DRILL INSTRUCTORS…REALLY? 	 359	



1985 - PRAY THAT I DIE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 362	

1985 - SHAME AND PRIDE – A FATHER AND SON STORY  	 363	

1985 - SURVIVAL INSIDE THE CHOW HALL	 	 	 	 	 376	

1985 - THE ANGEL OF DEATH	 	 	 	 	 	 	 377	

1985 - THE AOC THAT LOOKED LIKE AN EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL	 378	

1985 - THE LATEST FASHION	 	 	 	 	 	 	 379	

1985 – THE DREADED RIFLE RUN	 	 	 	 	 	 382	

1985 - THEY CALL ME SLICK!	 	 	 	 	 	 	 383	

1986 - BROKEN LEG AND STOLEN BRASS	 	 	 	 	 384	

1986 - CHOW HALL SHOWER	 	 	 	 	 	 	 392	

1986 - M1-GARAND TUG OF WAR	 	 	 	 	 	 394	

1986 - SSGT GERHART TAKES OUT THE GARBAGE		 	 	 395	

1986 - HE HAD A WAY WITH WORDS	 	 	 	 	 	 396	

1986 - A REPUTATION THAT PRECEDES THE MAN  	 397	

1986 - MAIL CALL WITH GYSGT GERHART	 	 	 	 	 397	

1986 - DR. DISCIPLINE…PAGING DR. DISCIPLINE!	 	 	 398	

1986 - DRILL INSTRUCTORS…YES, THEY DO HAVE A HEART!	 	 398	

1986 - FAILURE, PERSEVERANCE, SUCCESS	 	 	 	 	 399	

1986 - FRAT BOY MAIL CALL	 	 	 	 	 	 	 429	

1986 - FREAK OF NATURE IS A THREE KNUCKLER 	 	 	 432	

1986 - GUNNERY SERGEANT JONES, USMC TEACHES ETIQUETTE         

TO A POOPIE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 434	

1986 - IF I'M TO TRUST THESE CANDIDATES TO FLY                          

MULTI-MILLION AIRCRAFT SOMEDAY…	 	 	 	 437	

1986 - IT MIGHT RAIN	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 438	

1986 - LIFE IN THE TWILIGHT ZONE		 	 	 	 	 440	

1986 - MAIL CALL	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 443	

1986 - PECKER CHECKER		 	 	 	 	 	 	 446	

1986 - RED BADGE OF COURAGE	 	 	 	 	 	 447	

1986 - SIR, THIS IS AN LSU FAN!		 	 	 	 	 	 449	



1986 - SUPER GREMLINS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 450	

1986 - TEAMWORK SIR!	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 453	

1986 - TRAINED BY SSGT BRIAN A. SNOW    	 454	

1986 - UNDERSTANDING THE PSYCHOLOGY OF GYSGT JERRY W.     

HOLTRY	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 459	

1986 - YOU EYEBALLING ME BOY	 	 	 	 	 	 461	

PRETENDERS AND CONTENDERS CARD	 	 	 	 463	

1987 - LIFE AT AOCS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 463	

1987 - GOING THROUGH AOCS GIVES YOU CLOUT  	 481	

1987 - GIVE ME A RIFLE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 483	

1987 - ID CARD PICTURES	 	 	 	 	 	 	 486	

1987 - REFLECTIONS OF A MARINE SSGT GOING THROUGH AOCS	 486	

1987 - HATCH BOY OFF THE REAR	 	 	 	 	 	 492	

1989 - DISTRACTIONS AT CLOSE ORDER DRILL	 	 	 	 495	

1989 - DRILL INSTRUCTORS - THEY WANT THE GOOD ONES TO     

SUCCEED	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 496	

1989 - GETTING COMPLACENT AT AOCS	 	 	 	 	 498	

1990 - BARRACKS INSPECTION WITH THE NCOIC		 	 	 499	

1990 - THE FAR REACH OF THE DRILL INSTRUCTOR	 	 	 500	

ABOUT THOSE GIRLS AT TRADER JON’S	 	 	 	 501	

1996 - CHANGE IS NOT ALWAYS FOR THE BEST	 	 	 	 502	

2010 - IT’S OK TO HELP YOUR CANDIDATES SUCCEED  	 506	

MILITARY JARGON - WHAT DID HE SAY?	 	 	 	 514	

	

	


