Dear Resident, living in houses or condo,

Sample Info Letter by Victor May
elected as The Mayor of Surfside

Town of Surfside has 80 years old electric grid with ugly 23 miles of above ground cables, 537 poles
and 278 overhead transformers which must be replaced with underground cables, 24 waterproof
electric switching devices, 307 transformers and 22 splice boxes, installed within town property,
app. one for 4 houses.

Surfside is to renew infrastructure within existing budget. The town
will not increase property tax.
Surfside starts mandatory wire grid replacement into existing conduits in any location where the
former above ground wires cross the street in the most cost-effective and least intrusive manner
possible. The undergrounding project will not need to break the asphalt. The project will cost $8.0
million including wire undergrounding, TV, high-speed Internet, removal of all overhead wires,
poles and transformers. The project will be paid from town’s budget reserves and increased
revenue.
Charge not exceeding $1000 may apply to bring wires on the property. Electric panel replacement
charge to meet current codes not exceeding $1000 may apply (100 houses out of 1300). The town
will cover this expense with lien on property, paid after selling house or dismissed after 20 years.
By occasion, any resident may take part in the Solar Project.
As you probably know, the Turkey Point Nuclear Plant is aging, 48 years old. It was built for 40
years’ service. Now the license was extended for the next 20 years. From 2006, FPL is trying to
build two extra nuclear blocks but people protest.
Surfside offers to have an independent solar system and invites residents to participate as a
customer, a solar energy producer or an investor.
Definitions.
- Customer – a household willing to pay electric monthly bills at fixed $0.12 kilowatt for the next
30 years. Possible free solar panel and batteries installation.
- A solar energy producer – a household with solar panels installed on the roof, 2+ batteries like
powerwall2, no electricity bills, 5 years cashback return garantied or money back. Income paid
monthly.
- Investor – a resident of Surfside or an investor. 3 years cashback return garantied or money
back. Income paid monthly.
For investors Low cost financing is available.
Gated Community
Under the town of Surfside, to enforce security in residential area all streets exits will be closed
except assigned after six months experiment and paperwork. For households West of Harding
Ave, $40 monthly bill increase is possible.
Town of Surfside
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Q: Why go to all this trouble?
A: First and foremost is reliability. Our above ground
electric system is 50 years old and has been depreciated
to $104,000 on FPL's books.
Second, there is broad consensus that hurricane wind
damage to below ground systems is much less than
above ground systems. Flood surge recovery has less
consensus. That is why th is project includes waterproof
switch gear boxes. The transformers on the ground are
relatively easy to replace compared to replacing a pole
particularly if that pole is in a backyard.

Q: How many customers of FPL are there in
Surfside?
A: There are 3501 residential customers and 230 commercial customers.

Q: Have there been any studies by
independent groups on the speed of recovery
issue or the cost effectiveness of these
underground projects?
A: There have been a number of studies and all reach
different conclusions. These studies are available on the
Town website and you are invited to draw your own
conclusions.

Q: What will this project cost?
A: The project will cost $8.2 million including FPL, Atlantic Broadband and AT&T. Negotiations are underway
with the cable and telephone providers to lower their
costs. FPL has reduced its costs by 25 percent due to
the " hardening" of their system as required by Florida
law and the Public Service Commission .

Q: Is it fair that folks who are already underground should help pay for this project?
A: Yes. The underground areas today were not paid for
by the builders of the projects along Harding and Collins Avenues so the underground cost was not included
in the price of the original units. These undergrounding costs were funded by the FOOT when Collins and
Harding Avenues we re upgraded so everyone's gas taxes
paid the cost including non Surfside residents. Further,
we are a community where everyone will benefit by the
aesthetic and reliability benefits and our downtown will
be much improved.

Q: Will my property value increase when the
project is complete?
A: Most likely, however, property values are governed
by many complex factors including investment in the
property itself and the market factors for real estate in
general.

r
A digitally altered photograph
(right) shows a streetscape after
undergrounding of utilities.
The conversion would result
in the removal of poles and
overhead wires.
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Q: Okay, enough with the big picture. What
will be in front of my house?

Q: Wait a minute, I am on a fixed income and
can,t afford the monthly cost plus the up-

A: A six square foot transformer box painted green,
located to the best of our ability on property lines of every third home. You may also have a small telephone or
cable box, however, these appear much less frequently
then the transformer boxes.

grade.

Q: You just replaced a portion of my driveway
for the water/sewer/storm drainage project.
Here we go again.

Q: We just suffered through a year of water/
sewer/storm drainage construction. Here we
go again.

A: We understand. We will bore under your driveway
and it will not need to be replaced.

A: We feel your pain. The construction for the underground project will not start for at least a year. It
also goes quickly since the new wires go in the 5 foot
easement the Town controls and the entire road does
not have to be replaced. The Town will be divided into
three areas which will require 4-6 months each. We
will start on the South side again.

Q: What about the street, you just repaved it?
A: The Town spent $300,000 to install the conduits in
any location where the former above ground wires cross
the street. FPL provided the conduit at no cost to the
Town. The undergrounding project will not need to
break the new asphalt.

Q: Will my yard have to be dug up again?
A: Yes. The wires that go to your house above ground
will come in below ground. Just as we did with the
water service, there will be an individual plan to bring
the wires on your property. We will work with every
property owner to minimize the impact.

A: There will be a program where truly fixed income
people without assets will have the upgrade funded by
the Town with the loan to be repaid when you sell the
house.

Q: Do you energize one home at a time with

the new system? Will I have a break in service?
A: No. An entire group of homes must be energized
with the new system and then the poles can be removed. Every home or business in a defined area must
be connected before the area is converted. Not one
home or business will be left out and the downtime is
very brief and you will be notified well in advance.

Q: That sounds expensive. Do I have to pay?
A: Just like the water service, the project absorbs that
cost from the easement to your house.

Q: My house is very old. Will/ have to pay to
upgrade my wiring and my panel?

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

www.townofsurfsidefl.gov

A: Possibly. There are approximately I00 homes in
Surfside with very old electric service which does not
meet current codes. We will work closely with every
home in this condition to minimize the cost to improve
safety related issues and you will have better service as
a result.

An advantage of
undergrounding utilites is
evident after a hurricane or
powerful wind event.
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Example, study only, valued notarized only
Affidavit
The Undersigned is properly informed about
1. Mandatory Wire undergrounding. Charge not exceeding $1000 may apply to bring wires on
the property. Electric panel replacement to meet current codes not exceeding $1000 may apply(100
houses out of 1300)
3 options
a. Pay any fair share price by credit card, check and online now. Contributions.
b. Any/free final price upon completion, no questions asked. Contribution.
c. Maybe about $1000 lien on a household after completion. (Recommended). No payments, after
selling only. Lien duration 20 years, after dismissed.
Circle a, b, c
2. Solar No Nuke Energy Project
Guaranteed electric power, all season and all weather.
a. No investment, a customer pays electric bills at present FTL fixed rate $0.12 per kilowatt for 30
years. Waiting list for free Solar System installation. Discounted Energy Saving Appliances Program
Free Membership.
b. $15,000+ - Investment for a single house Solar System + 2 batteries like Powerwall2 for 28 kw
storage. No electric bills, possible revenue $1000 a year. $2000 savings a year. 5 years cashback return
garantied or money back.
c. $10,000+ - 2 batteries like Powerwall2 for 28 kw storage, no electric bills. $2000 savings a year. 5
years cashback return garantied or money back.
Low Interest Rate Credit available.
d. project cost $10,000,000. The balance is to be paid by investors-residents, town.
Circle a b c d
a. Any Installer,
b.any manufacturer of your choice or
c. town’s choice.
Circle. Uncircled means town’s choice.
Circle a b c
3.
Gated Community and $40 monthly possible bill increase informed.
Town Ordinance#_____/___
Name________________________________Address _______________________________
Notarized by
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