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PHOTO DESCRIPTION LIST 

Photo #1: 

 

 

 

Photo description: 

This is the right-front corner of the home 

located at 131 West Charles St, in 

Matthews, NC.  The front of the homes 

faces Northwest at the corner of West 

Charles Street and North Freemont Street.  

A barn on the property, also a part of this 

report, is sited to the rear of the home along 

the North Freemont Street. 

 

Photo #2: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This is the rear of the home where an 

addition including a kitchen and living room 

has been added.  Gutters at the edge of the 

low-slope roof on the rear of the home were 

observed to be covered with debris from 

nearby trees. 

 

Photo #3: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This is the right-side of the home facing N. 

Freemont Street.  The rear addition to the home 

is visible on the right-side of this photo. 
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Photo #4: 

 

 

 

Photo description: 

This is a composite photo of the left-side of the 

home.   

 

 

Photo #5: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This photo is taken from the left-side of the 

home of the left-front corner.  A concrete patio is 

located here adjacent to the front porch. 

 

Photo #6: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This is the wood-framed front porch on the front 

of the home.  Brick piers and wood columns 

supporting the porch roof are in good condition. 
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PHOTO DESCRIPTION LIST 

Photo #7: 

 

 

 

Photo description: 

This is a photo of the rear foundation-wall of the 

home with an access door to the crawl-space 

visible at the bottom of the brick steps.  The 

brick steps have settled approximately 1-inch as 

compared to the foundation wall and the landing 

at the top of the stairs. 

 

Photo #8: 

 

 

Photo description: 

The home is equipped with modern forced-air 

heating and cooling equipment.  This unit is 

located on the left-side of the home. 

The original brick foundation-wall on the left-side 

of the home was observed to contain moderate 

cracking.  No significant settlement is apparent 

along the perimeter foundation of the home, 

however.    

 

Photo #9: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This is an inside-corner on the left-side of the 

home where the original foundation-wall adjoins 

the newer addition foundation-wall.  Windows 

within the original foundation-wall are visible in 

the lower-right corner of this photo along with a 

trellis-support buried in the ground beside the 

foundation. 
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PHOTO DESCRIPTION LIST 

Photo #10: 

 

 

 

Photo description: 

This is the location on the right-side of the home 

where the original foundation-wall adjoins the 

addition.   

 

Photo #11: 

 

 

Photo description: 

The left-side of the front-porch floor has a few 

wide gaps between floor boards.  A few loose 

boards were also observed at this edge of the 

porch.    

 

Photo #12: 

 

 

Photo description: 

Wood rot was observed at the bottom of the 

exterior-wall corner in this location (note 

screwdriver embedded in wood rot), as well as 

along the siding immediately adjacent to the 

concrete patio (red arrow.)   
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PHOTO DESCRIPTION LIST 

Photo #13: 

 

 

 

Photo description: 

This is the flooring on the right-side of the front 

porch where wood rot was observed within the 

last eight to ten porch floor boards (note 

screwdriver embedded in wood rot). 

 

 

Photo #14: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This is the front-edge of the porch floor on the 

right-side of the home.  Wood rot was observed 

in the porch flooring at the location of the red 

arrows.  No rot was detected at the front edge of 

the porch at the corresponding location on the 

left-side of the porch.   

 

 

Photo #15: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This is the roof on the right-side of the home.  As 

with most of the gable-end roof overhangs on 

this home, the surface of the roof was observed 

to change slope immediately above the gable-

end walls. 
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PHOTO DESCRIPTION LIST 

Photo #16: 

 

 

 

Photo description: 

Deflection of the rake-end roof sheathing 

appears to be related to wood-rot located at the 

connection between wood brackets and the 

barge-rafters.   

 

Photo #17: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This photo is taken on the left-side of the home 

at the gable-end overhang.  The roof sheathing 

is visibly sloping away from the side-wall of the 

home in this photo 

 

Photo #18: 

 

 

Photo description: 

Wood rot is significant in some locations at the 

barge-rafter connection to the supporting 

bracket.  Blocking appears to have been added 

in the past to some locations such as this to 

reposition the barge-rafters.  This blocking as 

well as the barge rafter is decayed at this 

connection in some areas. 
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PHOTO DESCRIPTION LIST 

Photo #19: 

 

 

 

Photo description: 

Most of the exterior siding on the home is in 

good condition with the exception of peeling 

paint and advanced weathering in some 

locations.  Very little rot was observed in the 

wood siding.   

 

 

Photo #20: 

 

 

Photo description: 

One location where the wood siding has 

decayed is on the left-side of the home above 

the concrete patio.  In this location water has 

been draining down the exterior surface of the 

wall at the bottom of the roof-slope.  Kick-out 

flashing should be added to locations such as 

this divert water away from the siding.  Mildew 

was observed on the painted exterior wood 

surfaces, especially on the north-facing sides of 

the home.   

 

Photo #21: 

 

 

Photo description: 

Two-layers of asphalt shingles have been 

installed on the roof.  The newer layer is in fair 

condition showing signs of advanced 

weathering.  No step-flashing was added where 

the top-layer of shingles adjoins the siding on 

the left-side of the home.  Rusted flashing is 

visible along the edge of the bottom-layer of 

shingles in this location.  Gutters were observed 

to contain perforated covers.   
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PHOTO DESCRIPTION LIST 

Photo #22: 

 

 

 

Photo description: 

This photo is taken just inside the basement 

access door located on the rear of the home.  

The doorway visible in the background of this 

photo separates an older section of the home 

from the addition to the rear of the home.  

Mechanical equipment is located in a small room 

beyond the doorway.   

 

Photo #23: 

 

 

Photo description: 

A sump-pump is located within the floor of the 

basement mechanical-room.  Recent rains had 

partially filled the sump area.  I verified that it is 

operable at the time of my visit by repositioning 

the float-switch vertically.  The pump evacuated 

the sump area of most of the water before 

automatically switching off.   

 

Photo #24: 

 

 

Photo description: 

Most of the area below the home is a crawl-

space with masonry piers supporting the 

structure.  Two-by-eight joists spaced 16-inches 

on center frame the floor of the rear addition.  

Two-by-eight joists spaced 22-inches on center 

frame the floor below the older section of the 

home.  Concrete-block piers have been added 

since the original construction, either to improve 

stiffness in the floor, or to reconfigure support for 

the floors after the addition of mechanical 

equipment. 

The crawl-space and basement areas are 

passively ventilated to the exterior.  There is no 

vapor-barrier covering the exposed soil within 

the home’s foundation. 
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PHOTO DESCRIPTION LIST 

Photo #25: 

 

 

 

Photo description: 

This photo is taken from inside the front-door of 

the home looking toward the back-door.  

Hardwood floors within the older sections of the 

home are in good condition. 

Plaster and drywall wall and ceiling surfaces are 

in good condition as well.     

 

Photo #26: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This photo is taken inside the right-front corner 

of the home.  Discoloration was observed on the 

wall above the air-supply vent (red arrow) 

indicating a possible malfunction in the heating 

equipment.  The fireplace located in this room 

does not appear to be operational. 

 

 

Photo #27: 

 

 

Photo description: 

An addition on the rear of the home contains this 

living-room and a kitchen.  The floor within the 

addition is covered in sheet-vinyl and the walls 

are paneled with pine boards.  The fireplace 

opening in this room is covered with a plywood 

panel. 
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PHOTO DESCRIPTION LIST 

Photo #28: 

 

 

 

Photo description: 

A bathroom located on the left-side of the home 

is visible in this photo.  The bathroom contains a 

sink, toilet, and a handicap-accessible shower. 

 

 

Photo #29: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This photo is taken at the top of the stairs.  A 

pair of storage closets are located in the wall 

above the intermediate stair landing.   

 

 

Photo #30: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This photo of the upstairs bathroom shows 

that it contains a toilet, sink, and tub.  The 

floor of the bathroom is covered in vinyl-tile.  

The ceiling within the upstairs bathroom is 

only 74-inches above the finished-floor.   
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PHOTO DESCRIPTION LIST 

Photo #1: 

 

 

 

Photo description: 

This is the barn located behind the home at 

131 West Charles St., Matthews, NC.  The 

elevation pictured is facing Fremont Street 

and is assumed to be the front of the barn 

for purposes of reference within this report.  

A driveway to the left of the barn in this 

photo is adjacent to the rear of the home.  

The barn measures approximately 33-feet 

in width by 24-feet in depth. 

 

Photo #2: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This is the right side of the barn looking 

Northeast on Fremont Street.   

 

Photo #3: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This is the rear of the barn from the back yard of 

131 West Charles Street.   
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 PHOTO DESCRIPTION LIST 

Photo #4: 

 

 

 

Photo description: 

This photo of the North corner of the barn is 

taken from the rear of the home.  The driveway 

is in the right foreground. 

 

 

Photo #5: 

 

 

Photo description: 

Siding on the barn is mostly pine boards except 

along the bottom of the rear and left side walls 

where galvanized metal has been used within 

the first 12-inches of the grade.   

 

Photo #6: 

 

 

Photo description: 

Rot was observed within a small amount of 

siding in close proximity to the grade along the 

front of the barn.   
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PHOTO DESCRIPTION LIST 

Photo #7: 

 

 

 

Photo description: 

The site slopes to the foreground in this photo 

taken from the right-front corner of the barn.  A 

small amount of rot was observed in the siding 

where it comes into contact with the soil at this 

corner.   

 

Photo #8: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This photo is taken from the upper loft of the 

barn looking toward the right-rear of the 

structure.  The roof is framed using 2x4 rafters 

spaced 32-inches on center.  The rafters are 

supported near mid-span with a double 2x4 

plate oriented horizontally.  The plate is 

supported by posts to the foundation that are 

spaced approximately 5-feet on center.   

The upper loft in the center of the barn is 

approximately 14-feet wide with lower lofts on 

either side that are approximately 10-feet wide. 

 

Photo #9: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This photo is taken from the upper loft of the 

barn looking toward the left-rear corner of the 

barn.  The lower loft is visible in the foreground 

of the photo. 
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PHOTO DESCRIPTION LIST 

Photo #10: 

 

 

 

Photo description: 

Floor boards in the upper loft are decayed within 

an area extending approximately 4-feet from the 

rear of the barn.  Decay in this location may 

have been the result of roof leaks above.  Metal 

roofing above this area appears to have been 

replaced.   

Access to the loft area is through the opening in 

the floor, partially visible on the left of this photo.   

 

Photo #11: 

 

 

Photo description: 

This is the metal roofing near the ridge looking 

toward the rear of the barn from the upper loft.  

The red arrow marks the transition between the 

older metal roofing in the foreground, and newer 

metal roofing installed over the rear of the barn. 

 

Photo #12: 

 

 

Photo description: 

The floor of the upper loft is framed with cedar 

logs spaced approximately 28-inches on center 

and spanning approximately 14-feet.  The 

average diameter of these members is 

approximately 5-inches and varies between 4 

and 6-inches. 
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PHOTO DESCRIPTION LIST 

Photo #13: 

 

 

 

Photo description: 

This photo is taken of the right-rear corner of the 

barn from the area below the lower loft.  Cedar 

poles buried around the perimeter of the barn 

provide support for the structure.  Walls are 

infilled between the poles with lumber to which 

exterior siding is attached.   

 

 

Photo #14: 

 

 

Photo description: 

The area below the upper loft in the center 

portion of the barn is floored with wide pine 

boards that are in good condition. 

 

 

Photo #15: 

 

 

Photo description: 

Areas below the lower loft areas on each side of 

the barn have dirt floors.    Buried poles are 

visible in this photo along the exterior wall of the 

barn near the left-front corner of the building. 

 

 


