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Ramona M. Bartos, Administrator
Governor Roy Cooper Office of Archives and History
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September 15, 2022

Dan Morrill danmorrill2@gmail.com
Preserve Mecklenburg, Inc

1031 S Caldwell Street, Suite 200

Charlotte, NC 28203

Re:  Construct Commercial Building, 18322 & 18324 West Catawba Avenue, 8315 Westmoreland
Road, & 18500 Caleb Jordan Drive, Cornelius, Mecklenburg County, SAW-2019-00824,
ER 19-1985

Dear Mr. Morrill:

Thank you for your email of August 11, 2022, transmitting the draft Interpretive Exhibits as stipulated in
the Memorandum of Agreement. We have reviewed the submission and offer the following comments.

The overall design, including size, materials, and formatting, is acceptable and we believe will be a much-
appreciated addition to the development’s food court/pavilion area. Below are a few general comments or
questions. For specific recommendations on the narrative language, we have enclosed a copy of the
provided document “Alexander Farms Historical Displays” (pdf) with our comments.

¢ Aluminum Display Framing — Can the framing be manufactured in a color that will either match the
pavilions or contrast with their color scheme to help create the desired visual?

e Tenant Farm Panel Imagery — Specifically, the fourth photo. It might be more helpful here to
provide setting context through the use of a site map that shows the relationship between the tenant
house and the main farm. This could also be done using a high-resolution historic aerial with the
tenant house circled or otherwise indicated.

e Consider the Audience — Overall, there is too much text. With the amount of text currently shown in
the mockups we run the very real risk of viewers deciding that there is too much to read and
walking away with zero engagement. There is a tendency for the panels to repeat information,
provide unnecessary data and statements, or use very flowery language in a more “story-telling”
style than is necessary. We understand the need to walk the line between giving people information
and boring them. But we also recognize that being concise and avoiding dramatic phrases or
language not used regularly in today’s zeitgeist will allow for the panels to be an engaging and
positive user experience.

e Focus on the Message — At times the narratives read with a sense of glorification of post-abolition
farmer/landowners and their struggle and seem to gloss over the reality of the situation of tenant
farming. This is an inherent risk when editorializing the data as it can show bias or be perceived to
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lack neutrality. While the enclosed pdf has comments about specific passages, we recommend that
you consider the whole of the narrative with this in mind.

If you have any questions about specific display comments, reach out to Katie Harville, Environmental
Review Specialist, at katie.harville@ncdcr.gov.

The above comments are made pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s Regulations for Compliance with Section 106 codified at 36
CFR Part 800.

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration. If you have questions concerning the above comment,
contact Renee Gledhill-Earley, environmental review coordinator, at 919-814-6579

or environmental.review(@ncdcr.gov. In all future communication concerning this project, please cite the
above referenced tracking number.

Sincerely,
7~ ol &
(erar. e taden
Ramona Bartos, Deputy
U State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosed: Exhibits/Display language with SHPO comments (pdf)

cc Bryan Roden-Reynolds, USACE bryan.k.rodenreynolds@usace.army.mil
Dan Morrill, Preserve Mecklenburg danmorrill2@gmail.com
Tommy Lee, Preserve Mecklenburg tommy@appiantextiles.com
Jesse McInerney, WIN/Alexander Farms jesse@windevelopment.net
Owen Ewing, WIN/Alexander Farms owen@windevelopment.net
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Alexander Farm & Homestead

The original plot of this farm can be traced to Amos Alexander (1813T)_from
Maryland with his wife, Margaret Cultilda “Peggy” Alcorn, an Irish national. Among their seven
children who lived to adulthood, Eli Alexander inherited the farm.

_ tenant farming and sharecropping became the new

economic institutions in which the agricultural south remained able to farm vast tracts of land
with equal efficacy. As such, J. Wilson Alexander built tenant quarters across the farm which

would house (BOHRIBIEEKIANANAIE alike to assist in labor on the farm in exchange for housing.

J. Wilson Alexander rose to prominence during the great harvest of 1928 in which he was
proclaimed the champion cotton grower of North Carolina.

. Wilson’s son, Pressly also received wide praise and
secured the title of champion cotton grower in 1929. Consequently,_toured the
American south advocating on behalf of the Chilean Nitrate Soda Education Bureau.

Following the great harvests of the late 1920s,

The introduction

of daylight savings time was

Despite his skeptical orientation toward federal power, he agreed with the
principles of expanding knowledge in agricultural advancements in the use of herbicides and
pesticides developed during the Green Revolution.

J. Wilson Alexander farmed well into his 70s, and battled the boll weevil parasite scourge with
success and failure. He was eulogized in 1972 by the Observer as a “man of the people who is
still close enough to the soil to bring a kind of earthly practicality to otherwise pompous
proceedings.”


keharville SHPO
Highlight
Language is problematic and could be seen as glorification. Not recommended.

keharville SHPO
Highlight
This data is unnecessary. It has no context unless you are going to provide the reader with a comparison number. Profit #s also mean nothing. If you want the reader to say "wow" you should provide the total number and also a conversion into today's dollars. Otherwise, you could simply say that he had a better crop than his neighbors/competitors because of his use of the nitrate soda.

keharville SHPO
Highlight
consider edit "they"


keharville SHPO
Highlight

keharville SHPO
Highlight
When?

keharville SHPO
Highlight
This is a lot of verbiage just to say "following the abolition of slavery in 1865". Consider editing.

keharville SHPO
Highlight
Entire sentence is unnecessary. Serves no purpose; recommend removing.

keharville SHPO
Highlight
There is a lot of flowery language that should be reconsidered here. You can get your point across without it. This entire paragraph could be boiled down to 2 fairly concise sentences.

keharville SHPO
Highlight
unnecessary distinction

keharville SHPO
Highlight
Review for big picture edits and cut down on word count. What are you trying to convey here and what do you need to tell that story.


The Alexander Farm Tenant House, which currently rests at the corner of Westmoreland Rd.
and W. Catawba Ave. was built around the year 1900 by white farmer John Bell Alexander. It is

a notable structure which represents the (ESMMONMtamMeInome) of many unlanded farmers, (66t

(BISCK'ERANWAIEEN In 2002, the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Landmarks Commission identified
three tenant houses in the area which Among these three
structures, only the

Tenant farming was a practice in which the landowning farmer of the agricultural plot would offer
housing, land, seed, fertilizer, and workstock in exchange for the prospective tenant’s labor and
assistance on the farm.



keharville SHPO
Highlight
unnecessary distinction

keharville SHPO
Highlight
in 2002 or historically? what is the actual area? Where were they?

keharville SHPO
Highlight

keharville SHPO
Highlight
Move To top with discussion of the house. Keep Like with Like

last known tenant farmers? that would be more specific to the discussion. If yes include more information about them.

Also include here mention of the memorial plaque at the original site and the potential to visit the relocated structure.

keharville SHPO
Highlight
give more architectural details

keharville SHPO
Highlight
How much of this information is also included in the overall farming context panel? Or repeated within this panel. Be concise. This panel is the only place where the historic property is discussed. Make it count.

keharville SHPO
Highlight
How much of this repeats itself across panels and hopw much is truly necessary for the Tenant House

keharville SHPO
Highlight
Why is this important? Or why should the reader care?

Provide more information on how we know it's imporatant Like the fact that it was determined eligible for listing in the national register for A and C in {YEAR} and also that because of that protections in the course of Section 106 opf the NHPA meant that even though the new development was built these exhibits and the relocation of the house itself were able to happen.

keharville SHPO
Highlight
Decide what needs to come first, discussion of Tenant Farming or the House, and then format the Panel copy with that in mind. Try not to bounce back and forth. 


The Rise and Fall of Southern Cotton Farming

Following the Civil War and the end of the antebellum South, farmers faced several obstacles
including lack of funds, lack of labor, and difficulty obtaining credit. This uncertainty led farmers
to harvest cash crops which relied heavily on the use of fertilizer and taxed the land. As
systems of farm labor and housing changed, many unlanded farmers regardless of race had
difficulty obtaining property of their own. Many former plantation owners maintained their stake
in land and thus the landowner and tenant farmer relationship formed. As of 1900, Mecklenburg
County remained largely rural, with two-thirds of its population residing outside the Charlotte city
limits. However, within the next two decades, Charlotte more than doubled in population from
18,091 to 46,338. Unlanded farmers left for the city to work in cotton mills and within the textile
industry.

The use of novel farming techniques arose as a byproduct of the 1906 USDA County Agent’s
Program, and a later extension service in 1914. Access to these agricultural outreach programs
demonstrated the use of newer fertilizer mixtures in addition to chemical advancements in
herbicides and pesticides. Cotton, the primary cash crop of the southern United States, was
transformed by the use of these technologies. J. Wilson Alexander became the exemplar of
these agricultural techniques. With his application of federally provided resources, in addition to
knowledge gleaned from the local institutions of learning, namely Rutherford College, Alexander
demonstrated the benefits of scientific crop management.

The New Deal (1933-1939) introduced by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt sought to
address problems both arising from, and contributing to The Great Depression. Such aid
included creating new lines of credit, helping tenant farmers secure credit to buy their own land,
and building roads and infrastructure.

World War Il led to rapid industrialization of the United States, and towards becoming the
“arsenal of democracy.” Tenant farmers of Mecklenburg County such as Alexander Farm Tenant
John Norman responded to the war effort by working in an ammo plant in Charlotte. As if these
massive changes were not enough, the encroachment of boll weevils from Central America into
the United States would parasitize and reduce cotton yields. Expensive crop dusting of
pesticides would offer limited refuge from the onslaught.

While agricultural technology improved the amount farmers could yield in an acre, it had the
paradoxical effect of lowering the price of the crop as supply surpassed demand. With rising
labor and ginning costs, the cotton industry in Mecklenburg County became imperiled. Lastly,
the development of synthetic polyester became the greatest threat to cotton plantations
throughout the south.


keharville SHPO
Highlight
What is necessary to tell the story and what can be let go? Be concise. If information is repeated in other Panels can it be removed from this one or is it needed here to complete the reader's understanding.  If so, can it be removed from the other locations? 




