
In the Desert – Outline

I. Introduction – Sometimes, we don’t know where we are. What do we 
do when we’re lost in the desert?

II. How did we get here?
a. We sometimes find ourselves lost because we have deviated from 

God’s path for us. Sometimes we knew this path, and sometimes, we 
didn’t.

b. Moses’s story.

Numbers 13:26-33 - They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite 
community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to 
the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. They gave Moses this 
account: “We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk 
and honey! Here is its fruit. But the people who live there are powerful, and the 
cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. The 
Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill 
country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan.”

Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take 
possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”

But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; they 
are stronger than we are.” And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about 
the land they had explored. They said, “The land we explored devours those living 
in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. We saw the Nephilim there (the 
descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in 
our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.”

c. The Nephilim were a race of giants.
d. We look through our own eyes, but not the eyes of God.
e. When we fail to trust in God, we can find ourselves wandering 

aimlessly.



f. Jonah’s story

Jonah 1:1-3 - The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: “Go to the great 
city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before 
me.” But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to 
Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went 
aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord.

g. Jonah so despised what God was asking him to do that he blatantly 
fled from God. He ended up in the belly of a fish at sea.

III. What to do when you’re in the desert (or lost at sea).

a. Stay in God’s Word
b. Stay in Prayer

Jonah 2:1-9 - From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God. He said:

“In my distress I called to the Lord, and he answered me. From deep in the realm 
of the dead I called for help, and you listened to my cry. You hurled me into the 
depths, into the very heart of the seas, and the currents swirled about me; all your 
waves and breakers swept over me. I said, ‘I have been banished from your sight; 
yet I will look again toward your holy temple.’ The engulfing waters threatened 
me, the deep surrounded me; seaweed was wrapped around my head. To the roots 
of the mountains I sank down; the earth beneath barred me in forever. But you, 
Lord my God, brought my life up from the pit. “When my life was ebbing away, I 
remembered you, Lord, and my prayer rose to you, to your holy temple. “Those 
who cling to worthless idols turn away from God’s love for them. But I, with 
shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed I will make 
good. I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the Lord.’”

i. Jonah prays with assurance, before he’s been regurgitated
c. Keep moving towards God



Exodus 13:21-22 - By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to 
guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that 
they could travel by day or night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of 
fire by night left its place in front of the people.

d. Surround yourself with other Christians
e. “Fake it ‘till you make it”

IV. Conclusion

Isaiah 35:1-10 - The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will 
rejoice and blossom. Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly 
and shout for joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel 
and Sharon; they will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God. 
Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; say to those with 
fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with 
vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you." Then will the eyes of 
the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap 
like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the 
wilderness and streams in the desert. The burning sand will become a pool, the 
thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and 
reeds and papyrus will grow. And a highway will be there; it will be called the 
Way of Holiness; it will be for those who walk on that Way. The unclean will not 
journey on it; wicked fools will not go about on it. No lion will be there, nor any 
ravenous beast; they will not be found there. But only the redeemed will walk 
there, and those the LORD has rescued will return. They will enter Zion with 
singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake 
them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away.

a. Remember to keep hope. You won’t be lost forever.
b. This set of verses is to assure the Jews of the salvation they would 

receive from Christ’s sacrifice. No matter what, if you have accepted 
Christ, you too will be saved from the desert.

c. You may feel like you’ve lost sight of God, but God never loses sight 
of you.



V. Invitation


