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To request information, to place an 
ad or to submit letters, news items 
and calendar listings:

Call:
(207)453-6048

Email:
barbaramccutcheon315@yahoo.
com

Deadlines:

25th of the month for the next 
month’s publication

Deadline subject to change due to holidays

2014 MWCA Annual 
Meeting

Sunday, March 30, 2014
The Great Wall
1 Anthony Way
Augusta, Maine

Sunday, March 30, 2014 is 
the date of the Maine Wood 
Carvers Association Annual 

Meeting. It is being held to coincide 
with the State of Maine Sportsman’s 
Show (see page 6 for more 
information). The meal will be from 
the Buffet at a  cost of $11.50 per 
person. 
 The guest speaker this year 
will be, Justin Gordon. Justin 
began carving in 1974, when he 
started whittling small igurines 
of bearded men in various poses.  
He also played in the snow and 
the sand during his breaks from 
college at the beach in Gloucester 
Massachusetts  He has a degree 
in Mechanical Engineering from 
the University of Massachusetts 
in 1983, and while working for 
military contractors he pursued his 
love of sand sculptures.In 1991, he 
decided to pursue sand sculptures 
for a living.  Since then he has done 
sculptures from the Caribbean to 
Canada, and has been a regular 
at the Tops ield Fair in Tops ield 
Massachusetts, where he does a 
sculpture with over 50 tons of sand 
that is over 15 feet tall.    

 He sculpts in 8 mediums to date: 
wood, wax, snow, sand, clay, stone, 
ice and foam.  Some of his biggest 
carvings are a life sized Indian, a 14 
foot tall mermaid, and a 25 good tall 
compilation of story book characters 
in a tree trunk that is at StoryLand in 
New Hampshire.  He has also created 
many of the other character statues 
that are on display at StoryLand.     
 He also teaches two carving 
classes, one in Groveland and one 
in Randolph, Massachusetts.  He 
instructs many types of carvings, 
from abstract to life-like and relief in 
the round. 
 For more information, check 
out his website http://www.
elwindesigns.com/about.htm

Justin Gordon
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The Maine Carver
A Monthly Newsletter of the

Maine Woodcarvers Association

mainewoodcarvers.org

MWCA is dedicated to the education, promotion, and advancement of artists 
who  express themselves in wood

Board of Directors

OFFICERS

 President, Norma L. Wing, PO Box 41, Vienna, ME 04360
 (207) 293-3725, normawing@fairpoint.net

 Vice Pres., Robert Moreau, 289 Haines Corner Rd., Livermore Falls, ME 04254
 (207)897-6840, rmoreau36215@roadrunner.com

 Secretary, Nicole Moreau, 289 Haines Corner Rd., Livermore Falls, ME 04937
 (207) 897-6840, nicole.a.moreau@gmail.com

 Treasurer, Barbara McCutcheon, 13 Liberty St. Fair ield, ME 04937
 (207) 453-6048, barbaramccutcheon315@yahoo.com

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE

 Charles R. Friis, Past Pres., 7 Second Ave., Poland Spring, ME 04274
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CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVES

Carver Street Carvers
 Barbara McCutcheon, 13 Liberty St., Fair ield, ME 04937
 (207) 453-6048, barbaramccutcheon315@yahoo.com
 
Coastal Carvers
 Karen Knowles, 15 Crawford Dr., Bath, ME 04530
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McGaffey Mountain Wood Carvers
 Hariph Smith, 53 Highland Heights, Winthrop, ME 04364
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On the Border Carvers
 Dee Cote, Littleton, ME
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 Robert Grimm, 162 Webbs Mills Road, Raymond, ME 04071
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 (207) 320-0144, gentlebear_1936@yahoo.com

Top of Maine Carvers
 Thomas Cote, 8 Summit St., Limestone, ME 04750
 (207) 325-4258, cote@leseagles.org
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appearing in The Maine Carver

President’s 
Message

By Norma L. Wing
Email: normawing@fairpoint.net

On  March 30, 2014 we will hold our Annual 
Meeting at the Great Wall in Augusta and that 
will be the last day of my presidency. After 

much re lection and soul searching, I have decided 
that I must resign from my position as President. To 
facilitate a smooth transition, I plan to stay involved and 
will help our Vice President in any way I can as he takes 
over the responsibilities of the presidency.
 My reasons for leaving are of a deeply personal 
nature, but rest assured they are not related to 
dissatisfaction with Maine Wood Carvers Association. 
On the contrary, I have experienced immense personal 
satisfaction, both from the  position and from the close 
friendships I have established with all the carvers. I 
regret that my current situation requires that I make 
this dif icult decision now, but my irst priority is my 
family.   
 According to our by-laws, the position of President 
will be automatically illed by the Vice President. 
That leaves a vacancy of Vice President. At the annual 
meeting there will be a majority vote of the Board 
of Directors to ill that position. If you are interested 
in being considered, please let me know.   Hopefully 
someone steps up to the plate.
            
     

Norma Wing
President

normawing@fairpoint.net
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Chapter meetings are open to all MWCA members 
(regardless of chapter af iliation) and the public. 
Attending other chapter meetings is a good way to meet 
other MWCA members and exchange ideas.

Coastal Carvers

Submitted by Karen Knowles

Fourteen Carvers gathered at D&L Printers on Saturday, 
February 22 to start a new project led by Kathy Webster 
and yes we got to play with ire. But before all that fun 
we had a brief meeting and then some carvers shared 
projects they had completed. Jim had a small stylized 
pintail; Richard had carved a turtle; Ralph showed his 
bread knife project; Gary had his woodburned owl 
completed and framed; Wilma had her ‘antique’ bear 
relief, she even said it was a “Relief”!; and Kathy shared 
her ruddy duck.
 Our project of the day was a Verity Yellow Legs stick 
bird. Kathy guided us through the shaping of the bird, 
setting the eyes and adding a beak, right through the 
head, ‘ouch’. Then we set them ablaze!  Just a blast Kathy, 
thanks.  Next month we’ll add a little paint.  
 Happy Carving! 

On The Border Carvers

Submitted by Jim Skehan

On the Border Carvers secretary Jim Skehan (Me) has 
been a little lax about getting updates for the newsletter 
sent in. In December, I had surgery number 10 on my 
ankle  and have been laid up. Now with the excuses out 
of the way I can get you updated on what we have been 
doing. 
 Very happy to announce a new member, Gary Bossie 
has joined our little group. We are very pleased and just 
want to welcome Gary aboard. Dee Cote (our teacher/
leader has Gary doing some design carving and now 
with that inished Gary is off and running carving his 
irst apple. It looks great. Kevin Skehan has inished 

carving, painting and putting a coat of urethane on a 
Puf in. It came out really nice. He has also made a sign 
with his sir name on it that he will hang somewhere at 
his residence. With that done he now has moved onto 
carving a loon. I also just carved a Puf in. I think the 
carving was ok put the painting, well enough said about 
that. It will be a nice bright Puf in for my granddaughter. 

MWCA chapter reports
I have now moved onto making a walking stick for 
a friend. Having fun sanding and wood burning it. 
Walking sticks is something I really enjoy making for 
people.  Jack Wilde (our entertainment) is involved in 
several different projects. Cribbage boards, toys for kids 
and book shelves. Jack is involved in both carving and 
wood turning. We all need a Jack as he keep us laughing. 
Hank Lemerise is busy doing forks and spoons. His are 
looking much nicer than the ones I did. Jenn Votaw is 
inishing up on her cane with the eagle head. I saw it 

this week and it looks awesome. Our fearless leader, Dee 
Cote is busy doing a sign for his shop, “North Woods 
Shop”.  It looks great. He also ix’s everything that quits 
or breaks down. Dee spends time with each of us and 
always has something encouraging to offer. Even if it is 
a crazy looking Puf in. Gary Zettergren is busy carving 
a Woods Spirit. At irst I was not sure what it was but 
it has taken on a form and looks great. Due to me being 
out for a few weeks I may have missed some of the 
projects that are being worked on. 
 In closing, I would just like to say how great it is 
working with our group of people. What a fun time we 
have. Dee will walk by and ask, “Are you having fun yet”. 
It’s a great time Dee. Also thank you to Phyllis (Dee’s 
better half) for ALWAYS making sure we have a treat 
for break time. Next lyer I will attach photos so show 
others what we are doing. Other members of our group 
would be, Terry and Preston Foster and Paul Porter.   
 Take care, from the Littleton Maine crew.

Streaked Mountain Wood Carvers

Submitted by Justina Hatch

We welcome back Jean Boyd to Streaked Mountain. Rent 
was paid for  2014 and a donation was given to the food 
bank. 
 The Down East Wood Carving show is making a 
suggestion for each chapter. They would like our views 
as to how we feel about the Chapter  challenge. The 
consensus are all for implementing the challenge and 
see how it goes. 
 
The date of the Down East Show is August 16 is for 
seminars and the 17th  for the show, open to the public. 
The show will be held at the Lewiston Memorial Armory 
on 65 Central Ave. More info to follow. 
 Voting is up next month, all of ices are open. I will 

(see Chapter Reports, page 4)
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continue as your  secretary unless outvoted. 
 Ricker Memorial Library is having a fundraiser on 
Friday April 11th. Birdhouses will be on display to be 
auctioned off. They have pre made birdhouses to paint, 
carve on or decorate. Any one interested in the 
birdhouses please contact the library for a house. 

Chapter Reports from page 3  Next month Streaked Mountain will be doing a 
round robin wood carving. Steve will bring in the bass 
wood for the challenge also bark houses for anyone 
interested in the ½ carve challenge. 
 Our theme for the Wood Carving Show will be sea
scape theme. As usual I’ll do the back ground work 
unless someone else wants the job.
  

UPCOMING SEMINARs
Gene Bahr Seminar

Do you carve ish and want to see how a World Class Master Carver paints his master pieces? Join Master 
Carver Gene Bahr at his Studio on Saturday, June 14 from 9:00 to 5:00 for a demonstration of how he 
airbrushes and brings his creations to life. We’ll be using water based paint in conjunction with artist 

brush and airbrush. We’ll cover airbrush cleaning and paint, color mixing , what colors you need to paint, most 
ish, what brand of paint ,what type of air brush and compressor you’ll need to get started. He will try to cover the 

basics, give everyone a chance to use the brush and build con idence. 37 years of knowledge poured out in one 
day. This demonstration is limited to 6 people. The cost is $ 50.00 per person. You can view examples of Gene’s 
work at  www.genebahr.com.  Reserve your spot by mailing a 25.00 deposit, made payable to “Maine Wood Carvers 
Association” or “MWCA” to: 

  Maine Wood Carvers Association 
  c/o Barbara McCutcheon 
  13 Liberty Street 
  Fair ield, Maine 04937 

 Please write “Gene Bahr Seminar” on your check. Final date for sign up is June 1st .
Gene’s studio is located at 1306 Bridgton Road, Sebago, Maine. Bring a lunch and learn from a Master of his Art.

2014 Downeast Woodcarving Show Eagle Cane Seminar

Have you always wanted to carve an Eagle cane for a Maine Veteran but didn’t know where to start? Join 
Chuck Perry on the irst day of the 2014 Downeast Wood Carving and Art Show for a FREE seminar on 
carving eagle canes. Subjects covered will be carving the head, setting eyes, shaft lettering, and painting 

and inal assembly. There will be examples and multiple instructors on hand to guide you. And the best part, This is 
a FREE seminar! Head blanks, Eyes, Shafts, Collars and Tips will be provided free! The Eagle Cane coordinator, Herb 
Blake will be on hand to provide information on the Eagle Cane Project, and the information and names of Veterans 
who are on the waiting list for canes. Chuck and the rest of the brothers Perry have completed and presented over 
80 Eagle Canes, so he can guide you every step of the way. Come be a part of this important project and learn some 
new skills for FREE. This seminar will be on Saturday, 16 August at the Lewiston Memorial Armory, 65 Central Ave., 
Lewiston, Maine from 9:00 to 4:00. You’ll need a carving knife and carving glove. To sign up call or email your name 
to : Chuck Perry @ 678-662-9101 or at  looncovecarver@gmail.com 

Keep on eye out for other 2014 Downeast Woodcarving Show Seminars!
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Treasurer’s Report
Financial Report 

February 1, 2014- February 28, 2014

Checking Account Beginning Balance                 $4199.11

INCOME:
            
Membership Dues                   60.00  

January Income            60.00 
       
               
EXPENSES:

Albison’s Printing, Inc.                 130.93
Newsletter-Norma Wing     60.00 
 Service Charge                      5.00

January Expenses          195.93
 
Checkbook balance      $4063.18
 

Eagle Head Cane Fund

Beginning Balance     $2351.30

Interest         .45         

Ending Balance      $235175

Education Fund

Beginning Balance     $1922.29

Interest         .37

Ending Balance     $1922.66

Details of any transaction is available from the Treasurer, 
Barbara McCutcheon

Hariph and Kathy judging at the Orono Show
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CELTIC TREE ASTROLOGY
Alder - The Trailblazer

March 18 - April 14

If you are an Alder sign within the Celtic tree 
astrology system, you are a natural-born 
path inder. You’re a mover and a shaker, and 
will blaze a trail with iery passion often gaining 
loyal followers to your cause. You are charming, 
gregarious and mingle easily with a broad mix 
of personalities. In other words, Alder signs get 
along with everybody and everybody loves to hang 
around with you. This might be because Alder’s 
are easily con ident and have a strong self-faith. 
This self-assurances is infectious and other people 
recognize this quality in you instantly. Alder 
Celtic tree astrology signs are very focused and 
dislike waste. Consequently, they can see through 
super icialities and will not tolerate luff. Alder 
people place high value on their time, and feel that 
wasting time is insufferable. They are motivated 
by action and results. Alder’s pair well with 
Hawthorns, Oaks or even Birch signs.

Birch - The Achiever December 24 - Jan 20
Rowan - the Thinker January 21 - February 17
Ash - The Enchanter February 18 - March 17
Alder - The Trailblazer March 18 - April 14
Willow - The Observer April 15 - May 12
Hawthorn - The Illusionist May 13 - June 9
Oak - The Stabilizer June 10 - July 7
Holly - The Ruler July 8 - August 4
Hazel - The Knower August 5 - September 1
Vine - The Equalizer September 30 - October 27
Reed - The Inquisitor October 28 - November 24
Elder - The Seeker November 25 - December 23

Source: www.whats-your-sign.com

2014 State of Maine Sportsman Show 
at the Augusta Civic Center on Friday, March 18 - 
Sunday, March 30. 

2014 State of Maine Sportsman’s Show
Wildlife Carving Display and Contest Rules

Entries may be delivered to show management in the 
Kennebec Room at the Augusta Civic Center on
Thursday, March 27th, between 10 am - 6 pm; and on 
Friday, March 28th between 8 am- lO am. Any names or
markings on entries must be covered up with tape. 
There is no limit to the number of entries for each
participant. Every entry will be assigned a number and 
put on display. Upon submitting works each entrant
will be given a receipt listing all works being displayed 
in the show. This receipt will be needed upon pickup.
PLEASE HOLD ON TO YOUR RECIEPT.

FEE
 o  Entry fees are as follows:
   Novice $5.00
   Intermediate $6.00
   Open $7.00
   Master $10.00
 After four entries by one carver he or she may   
 enter as many pieces as he or she desires at no   
 additional charge.

PICK-UP
 o  All entries must be picked up on Sunday March  
  30th between 2:30 pm - 4pm, make sure to have  
  your receipt with you.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
 o  OnJy carvings completed after last year’s State of  
  Maine Sportsman Show may be entered.
 o  All entries are to be made out of wood. Other   
  materials may be used in the making of habitat  
  and structural purposes, however, in the Open  
  and Intermediate classes they are to be   
  fabricated by the carver. Cast lead or pewter   
  feet will be accepted only in the Novice class. All  
  entries from an individual must be in the same  
  class. 

 For more details on contest, rules, pick-up and drop  
off times please visit: www.mainesportsman.com or   
call 207-622-4242.

What’s Happening
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Advertising in   

Members (non-professional*) are permitted one free 
1/8 page advertisement in any month.
 ALL other advertisements are charged
according to the following schedule:

 1/2 page ad = $20 per month - $240/yr
               (1/2 pg is approx. 3.25” x 9.5” or 6.5” x 4.75”)
 1/4 page ad= $10 per month - $120/yr
              (1/4 pg is approx. 3.25” x 4.75”)
 1/8 page ad= $5 per month - $60/yr**
                 (1/8 pg is approx. 3.25” x 2.25”)

*A non-professional does not sell carvings
**A  page ad approximates a business size card
 
 Payment for advertising, made by check made 
out to Maine Woodcarvers Association, must be 
received in advance by:
 
 Barbara McCutcheon, Editor in Chief
 13 Liberty Street
 Fair ield, ME 04937

The Maine Carver accepts advertisements without 
making any guarantees implied or otherwise as to the 
quality of products or services advertised, or delivery 
of these products/services. 

Editor in Chief: Barbara McCutcheon
Editors/Coordinators: Norma Wing & Marcia Berkall
Contributors: Bob Grimm, Hariph Smith, et al
Design & Layout: Norma Wing
Photographers: Norma Wing, et al

All members receive a newsletter on a monthly 
basis. However occasionally a double month issue is 
printed, e.g., during the summer when there is little 
news or the post-show issue. If you do not recieve the 
newsletter contact our Newsletter Editor in Chief:

 Barbara McCutcheon, Editor in Chief
 (207) 453-6048 or barbaramccutcheon315@yahoo.com

Membership Bene its!

A voice in running the organization through your   
 vote, attending meetings and running for office
The opportunity to network with other Maine wood  
 carvers
 A free Carver Profile on MWCA’s website and a link  
 to your website
 Information through your free subscription to   
 MWCA’s monthly newsletter “The Maine Carver”
 One free business card size ad per year in “The   
 Maine Carver”
 Lower registration fees for MWCA Seminars
 Bird and Study Collection available for loan through  
 MWCA’s Curator of Birds
 Books, Magazines, Videos, DVDs and Pattens   
 available for loan through MWCA’s Library

Join Today!

MWCA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

New    Renew

Dues Schedule, payable by September 1, each year

 Individual membership                                                   $20.00
 Family membership                                                            33.50
 Junior member, age 12 -16                                          15.00

Please return completed application, with your check made 
payable to “Maine Wood Carvers Association” or “MWCA”
to:

 Maine Wood Carvers Association
 c/o Barbara McCutcheon, Treasurer
 13 Liberty Street
 Fair ield, Maine 04937

Name(s)____________________________________________________________

Street_______________________________________________________________

Town_____________________________State___________Zip______________

Phone: Home_______________Work_______________Cell______________

Email Address_____________________________________________________

This is a gift membership from:

Name(s)____________________________________________________________

Holiday gift           Birthday gift         Thank you

Other_____________________________________________________________
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*Check for possible changes in schedule

Chapters

CARVER STREET CARVERS
Every Tuesday, 1-3 PM
(207) 453-6048, Barbara McCutcheon
Seton Village Senior Center, 1 Carver Street, Waterville, ME

COASTAL CARVERS
4th Saturday, 1 PM
(207) 563-2034, Jim Wade
D&L Printers, Route 1, Newcastle, ME

McGAFFEY MOUNTAIN WOOD CARVERS
1st & 3rd Wednesday, 6-8:30 PM
(207) 377-6002, Hariph Smith
Vienna Community Ctr. Kimball Pond Rd, Vienna, ME

ON THE BORDER CARVERS
Every Monday, 6:00 - 9:00 PM
(207) 538-1870, Dee Cote
Dee’s Workshop, Littleton, ME

POLAND SPRING CARVERS
1st Friday & 3rd Saturday, 1:00 PM
(207) 655-2563, Robert Grimm
Ricker Memorial Library, Maine St., Poland, ME

SOUTH COAST CARVERS
4th Tuesday, 7-8:30 PM
( 603) 332-3247, Paul Durant
Woodcrafts, 25 Fox Run Mall, Goslin Rd, Newington, NH

STREAKED MOUNTAIN WOOD CARVERS
2nd Saturday, 1:00 PM
(207) 320-0144, Steve Hatch
East Sumner Congregational Church East Sumner, ME

TOP OF MAINE
Last Thursday of the month, 6:00 PM
(207) 325-4258, Tom Cote’
8 Summut St., Limestone, ME
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Barbara McCutcheon, Editor in Chief
13 Liberty Street
Fair ield, ME  04937

MAINE WOOD CARVERS ASSOCIATION
www.mainewoodcarvers.org

Af iliates

BRIDGTON CARVERS
Every Tuesday, 7:00 - 9:00 pm(978) 290-1879, Beth & 
Bob Carey
Bridgton Ice Rink, 26 North High St., Bridgton, ME

DMS AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM
4th Wednesday, 6:00 - 8:30 PM
(207) 357-5473, Kim Dailey
Dirigo Middle School, 45 Middle School Dr., Dix ield, ME

DOWNEAST CARVERS
(207) 288-5746, Ed Hawkes

KENNEBEC KARVERS
Every Tuesday, 9:00 - 11:00 AM
Evening hours TBA
(207) 445-2688, Loyd Clark
Spring Road, Augusta, ME

SENIOR SPECTURM CARVERS
Every Monday, 12:30 -3:00 PM
(207) 622-0276, Rene Pomerleau
Cohen Center, Town Farm Rd., Hallowell, ME


