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Considering the major role played by plastics in 
supporting quality of life, it’s only logical for the 
industry to be significantly impacted by large 
transformative global forces.   
These forces are large in scale, high in impact 
and are often interdependent.  These 
“megatrends” can span decades and even life-
times, influencing a wide range of activities,  
processes and perceptions in society, industry 
and government. 

Changing Demographics & Food Tastes 
are Driving Innovation in Packaging 

Millennials are driving growing demand for on-
the-go formats, like spout pouches for drinking 
(health-conscious) yogurts, which are conven-
ient for single usage and provide excellent pro-
tection against moisture, oxygen and light.  This 
generation is also a large contributor to the ris-
ing number of single-person households, an-
other trend which is driving growth for reseal-
able packaging and portable containers.   
In less than a decade, people 65 and over will 
start to outnumber children 5 and under for the 
first time in human history.  This increase in the 
numbers of retired people will fuel develop-
ments and demand for goods and services 
linked to older people.  This is a tremendous 
opportunity for healthcare markets in particular, 
where traditional growth has come largely from 
material substitution. 
The aging population is driving development 
and innovation from rigid packaging (easy-grip, 
comfortable lifting of heavier bottles) to out-
door recreation (contoured benches, gardening 
aids) where new products are helping this  
generation stay active and comfortable while 
enjoying the outdoors. 

Not only is what we eat changing, so is the way 
we shop.  On-line shopping and home delivery 
is becoming more and more popular with both 
ship-from and ship-to options expanding at a 
breakneck pace.   
 
As a result, packaging must be optimized to 
consider evolving transport and storage condi-
tions – opening opportunity for innovation in a 
variety of applications including caps & bottles, 
where the package and closure have growing 
influence on the purchasing decision. 

To understand and project what may happen in polyolefins markets it’s 
important to understand what can occur to any influencer of this  

business, both up & downstream.  

Need a deep-dive assessment of the trends & drivers impacting 
your business?  Visit our website at www.townsendsolutions.com,  
call +1-281-873-8733 or email customer-
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