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The Temple: A Brief Review
 The Cosmic Temple manifests God‘s Presence in His
Creation: one God, almighty but not isolated
 He is holy, and because creation comes from His hands,
it too is holy; all is dependent on Him
 The Fall distorts man and world through disobedience
and pride, separating man from God, whose love endures
 God chooses Abraham and his descendants and forms
His People through covenant and ongoing revelation
 In time God chooses Moses to free His people from
slavery, introducing the one Temple of Sinai
 All revelation is a sign pointing to the true Temple, the
world‘s Savior, Son of God, Word Incarnate
 A new order manifested in the Person of Jesus; God‘s
Glory is present in the Word of God who ―dwelt among 2
us.‖

Presence of God: A Brief Review
 God the Creator present in His work [Wisdom 11:25;
Romans 1:20]
 God the Savior present to His people [Exodus 19:4ff.]
 God the Father present to His Son [John 8:29]
 God the Father present to all whom the Holy Spirit
enlivens and all who love Him [Romans 8:14,28]
 God present at all times for he dominates time [Isaiah
44:6;48:12; Revelation 1:8,17;22:13]
 God‘s real presence immaterial but manifested through
signs [Wisdom 11:24;Psalm 139; Acts 17:25-28]
 God desires to be present even though man flees God
through sin; the divine call pursues him: ―Adam, where
are you?‖ [Genesis 3,8ff.]
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IV.

THE TEMPLE OF THE
CHURCH
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New Temple in Prophecy
The stone which the
 In Isaiah and other Old
builders rejected Has
Testament prophets we
become the chief corner
find specific prophecy
stone [Psalm 118:22].

Therefore, thus says
the Lord God: See, I
am laying a stone in
Zion, a stone that has
been tested, a precious
cornerstone as a sure
foundation; whoever
puts faith in it will not
waver [Isaiah 28:16].

describing a New
Temple, a Temple
demanding faith, a
spiritual Temple
 The Psalmist echoes
Isaiah describing the
chief cornerstone as one
rejected by the builders
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New Temple in Prophecy
Look at the stone that I
have placed before
Joshua. On this one
stone with seven facets
I will engrave its
inscription — oracle of
the Lord of hosts — and
I will take away the
guilt of that land in one
day. On that day —
oracle of the Lord of
hosts — you will invite
one another under your
vines and fig trees
[Zechariah 3:9-10].

 In Zechariah we find
a prophecy of the
―day of the Lord‖
when He will ―take
away the guilt.‖
 The ―stone‖ is the
high priest‘s stone
and the building stone
– the rock that is the
cornerstone
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New Temple in Prophecy
 In Daniel we find reference
to Temple – made from a
stone (a rock) that was hewn
by no hand
 Christ and His Church, the
New Temple, fulfill this and
overcome the ephemeral
kingdoms of the world with
their ―iron and clay feet‖
While you watched, a stone was hewn from a
mountain without a hand being put to it, and it struck
its iron and clay feet, breaking them in pieces.
[Daniel 2:34].
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New Temple in Prophecy
―…as once you
were pleased to
accept the gifts
of your servant
Abel the just,
the sacrifice of
Abraham, our
father in faith,
and the offering
of your high
priest
Melchizedek, a
holy sacrifice, a
spotless victim.
[Roman Canon]

 In Genesis Mass and priesthood
are foreshadowed by
Melchizedek, the high priest of
the Cosmic Temple, whose
sacrifice becomes a sacrament
[Genesis 14:18-20]
 At Mass ―Holy, holy, holy‖ of
the high priest is restored to
its true meaning [Isaiah 6:3]
 At the Epiclesis the fire of the
Holy Spirit comes down as it
did on the altar of Elijah [1
8
Kings 18:38]

True Temple: Ancient & New
I do not want you to be
unaware, brothers, that
our ancestors were all
under the cloud and all
passed through the sea,
and all of them were
baptized into Moses in
the cloud and in the sea.
All ate the same spiritual
food, and all drank the
same spiritual drink, for
they drank from a
spiritual rock that
followed them, and the
rock was the Christ. [1
Corinthians 10:1-4].

 Paul reminds us Christ is
eternally present among
God‘s People
 He was present during
the Exodus when the
people ate the heavenly
bread (manna) and drank
the water from the rock
[Exodus 16-17]
 The true Temple –
Christ, the ―spiritual
rock‖ – followed them
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Jesus Establishes His Church
 Peter responds in faith

And so I say to you, you
when Jesus seeks the
are Peter, and upon this
Apostles‘ understanding
rock I will build my
church, and the gates of
of who He is
the netherworld shall not
 Jesus then proclaims the
prevail against it. I will
founding of His Church,
give you the keys to the
with Peter as the ―rock‖
kingdom of heaven.
of that foundation
Whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in
 The loosing and binding
heaven; and whatever
power of God, the keys
you loose on earth shall
to the Kingdom, are
be loosed in heaven
given to Peter
[Matthew 16:18-19].
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Jesus Establishes His Church
 Jesus proclaims His
Church at Caesarea
Philippi, named for
both Caesar
Augustus and
Herod the Great
 He speaks at the
foot of the rocky
cliff, before the
pagan temple to
 The new Temple of the
Pan and at the
Church replaces all that
source of the
goes before it
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Church‘s Jewish (Temple) Roots

Feast of Tabernacles

The great Jewish feasts
have seasonal roots, in
the Cosmic Temple

 One aspect of the Church‘s
Jewish roots are feasts
 Jesus not only celebrated
the feasts along with his
countrymen, but in a sense
fulfilled them
 He suffered, died, and
instituted the Eucharist on
Passover
 He sent the Holy Spirit to
give birth to the Church on
Pentecost
 He used Tabernacles to
12
give ―Living Water‖

Passover

The Temple of the Church
gathers the elements of
Passover and gives them
The great Jewish feasts have
fresh significance – it is an their roots in the seasons
image of what is to come. Passover – originally feast of
first grains of barley
Passover becomes the day
 This is why unleavened
of deliverance not from
bread is offered, loaves
Egypt but from sin; the
made before there was a
day the true Lamb is slain;
new leaven of fermented
the day the first-born
yeast
among the dead is spared;
 Received its name
the day when true
―Passover‖ as the ―passing
unleavened Bread is
over‖ of YHWH, the
distributed.
sparing of the Jewish
[See Exodus 12:1-28;
first-born
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23:15]

―You shall also keep
the feast of the grain
harvest with the first
fruits of the crop that
you sow in the field…‖
[Exodus 23:16;
Numbers 28:26;
Leviticus 23:16]

Pentecost
Pentecost – seven weeks after
Passover is originally the feast
of the harvest (Shavuot)
 On Pentecost Jews recall
one of the greatest events in
history, God’s revealing of
the law at Mount Sinai

 For the Church it is the pouring out of the Spirit,
in thunder and cloud, just as it occurred on Sinai
 But the New Pentecost is not for the sake of
dwelling in the Temple made with human hands, but
in the New Temple which is the hearts of the
faithful
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On the last and
greatest day of the
feast, Jesus stood up
and exclaimed, ―Let
anyone who thirsts come
to me and drink.
Whoever believes in me,
as scripture says:
‗Rivers of living water*
will flow from within
him.‘‖ He said this in
reference to the Spirit
that those who came to
believe in him were to
receive [John 7:37-38].

Tabernacles
Tabernacles – is reflected
only in the liturgy on what the
Church once celebrated as
Ember Days in September
 The Jewish feast
celebrates the long journey
in the wilderness before
entering the Promised Land
 The event serves to
replace the tents of the
nomads with the dwelling of
God in the Temple of
Moses
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Transfiguration & Tabernacles
Peter and his companions
had been overcome by
sleep, but becoming fully
awake, they saw his glory*
and the two men standing
with him. As they were
about to part from him,
Peter said to Jesus,
―Master, it is good that
we are here; let us make
three tents, one for you,
one for Moses, and one
for Elijah.‖ But he did not
know what he was saying
[Luke 9:32-33].

 Did Transfiguration occur
during Feast of Booths?
 Peter‘s comments would
lead us to believe this
 Peter points to the wrong
thing – to stay – while
Moses and Elijah (the Law
and the Prophets) point to
what must happen in
Jerusalem
 We now celebrate the
feast of Transfiguration on
August 6
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Jesus, the NewTemple

Now you are the Body of
Christ, and individually
members of it
[1 Corinthians 12:27].

 Jesus, His Body, His
―Manhood‖, is the
New Temple, the
Temple of the New
Law
 But this New Temple
must be taken as a
whole
 It is the Mystical
Body in its entirety,
the complete and final
Temple
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Jesus, the NewTemple
 God‘s dwelling is the
Christian community; its
Head is in heaven, and its
members are still making
their earthly pilgrimage
 Saul, the early persecutor
of the Church, discovered
this when he was called by
Jesus on the Road to
Damascus.
And he fell to the ground and heard a voice say to
him, ―Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? And He
said, I am Jesus whom you persecute‖ [Acts 9:4-5].
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Spiritual Temple

So then you are no longer
strangers and sojourners,
 Under the Old Law,
but you are fellow citizens
with the holy ones and
the Old Temple, was
members of the household
made of stone
of God, built upon the
 Under the New Law
foundation of the apostles
the New Temple is a
and prophets, with Christ
Jesus himself as the
spiritual community,
capstone. Through him the
with Jesus Christ as
whole structure is held
its cornerstone
together and grows into a
temple sacred in the Lord;  Its members – ―living
stones‖ – make up its
in him you also are being
built together into a
structure
dwelling place of God in the
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Spirit [Ephesians 2:19-22].

Spiritual Temple
 The Community is God‘s
new dwelling place…in
the Spirit
 Jesus promised His Holy
Spirit ―…it remains with
you, and will be in you.‖
[John 14:17]
Do you not know that
your body is a Temple* of  Jesus prays that all who
the Holy Spirit within
believe in Him will be
you, whom you have from
one with Him and the
God, and that you are not
Father [John 17:20-21]
your own? [1 Corinthians
6:19].
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Living Stones
Come to him, a living
stone, rejected by
human beings but chosen
and precious in the sight
of God, and, like living
stones, let yourselves be
built into a spiritual
house to be a holy
priesthood to offer
spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ
[1 Peter 2:4-5].

 The Church is the true
Temple of which the
Temple of stone was
just a figure, a ―type‖
 Jesus and those in His
Church – the baptized
– are living stones
 Christ has given His
Church a holy
priesthood that will
offer ―spiritual
sacrifices‖
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New Temple or New Synagogue?
 The ―church of stone‖ is
not in every particular
sense a succession of
the Old Temple
 In some ways it‘s a new
synagogue – an ecclesia,
assembly, or meetingplace
They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles
and to the communal life, to the breaking of the bread
and to the prayers… Every day they devoted themselves
to meeting together in the temple area and to breaking
22
bread in their homes [Acts 2:42,46].

New Temple or New Synagogue?
 The Church continues both
Temple and synagogue
since it is the normal
place of sacrifice, but the
church building is not
necessary for celebration
of sacrifice, the Mass
 Mass requires the Church
as Community but not the
―stone‖ Church building
For where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them [Matthew
18:20].
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First Midnight Mass?

On the first day of the week when we gathered to
break bread, Paul spoke to them because he was going
to leave on the next day, and he kept on speaking until
midnight…Then he returned upstairs, broke the bread,
and ate; after a long conversation that lasted until
daybreak, he departed. [Acts 20:7,11].
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Temple As
Community

―Therefore, if you
bring your gift to  Offer your gift? What is the
the altar, and
Mass if not an offering of gifts
there recall that
at the altar?
your brother has
 As Jesus instructs us in the
anything against
Sermon on the Mount, the
you, leave your
offering at the altar is
gift there at the
altar, go first and
acceptable only when it is made
be reconciled with
in charity, in love, in community
your brother, and  The Temple, then, is only in
then come and
Community, the place where we
offer your gift‖
come together in charity, in the
[Matthew 5:23Presence of God
24].
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Temple As
Community

For we were all
baptized by one Spirit
so as to form one
body — whether Jews
or Gentiles, slave or
free — and we were
all given the one Spirit
to drink [1 Corinthians
12:13].

 God enters into relationship
with the Community and with
the souls that are part of
the Community
 Baptism: the entry into the
―church of stone‖ is a figure
of entry into the Community
where God is met
 Baptism, then, is the
outward sign of entry into
the Church and points to the
reality of the Community
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Temple As
Community

 The Eucharist is the
permanent reality of the
meeting with God
 It is the sacrament of
―For my flesh is true
the Mystical Body and
food, and my blood is
points to the Real
true drink. Whoever
Presence of Jesus
eats my flesh and
 It also brings about
drinks my blood remains
union with God and
in me and I in him‖
strengthening of the
[John 6:55-56]
bonds of Community, the
[See 1 Corinthians
27
bonds
of
charity
11:23-29).

Sin, an Alienation
 Sin alienates sinners
from the Presence of
God and separates them
from the Community
 Early Church excluded
sinners from Community;
―Receive the Holy Spirit.
reconciliation with God
If you forgive the sins of
required the Community
any, they are forgiven; if
as intermediary
you retain the sins of any,
they are retained‖ [John
 Confession: priest
20:22-23].
represents Community
which itself represents 28
God

Bound in Love
―…living the truth in
love, we should grow in
every way into him who  In the New Temple,
the Community, God‘s
is the head, Christ,
Presence is bound up
from whom the whole
in charity [1 John
body, joined and held
4:12]
together by every
supporting ligament,
 The Church is not a
with the proper
biological community
functioning of each
 It is a Community of
part, brings about the
spiritual persons bound
body‘s growth and
together by love –
builds itself up in love.
every member serves
[Ephesians 4:15-16].
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the others

Love and Evangelization
 The proper work of love
For Love is strong
is the building of the
as Death…Its arrows
New Temple; hence the
are arrows of fire,
Church‘s primary mission
flames of the
is one of evangelization
divine. [Song 8:6]
 Evangelization: a true act of love – to carry
God‘s love to others and to bring others into
God‘s love
 But ―Love is strong as Death.‖ Jesus reflects
this: I have come to bring not peace but the
sword [Mt 10:34]. The sword of His Word
cannot be minimized or altered.
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Build Up the Temple
Lord, I love the
refuge of your
house, the site of
the dwelling-place
of your glory [Psalm
26:8].
One thing I ask of
the LORD; this I
seek: to dwell in
the LORD‘s house
all the days of my
life, to gaze on the
LORD‘s beauty, to
visit his temple
[Psalm 27:4].

 The Temple of the Church
builds up slowly by the love
of its members
 It also is the fulfillment of
the Mosaic and Cosmic
Temples
 It is no longer a far-off
mountain, the desire of
exiles
 It is ever-present where we
enter into ourselves to join
the Communion of Saints
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Church as Communion of Saints
―…one body and one
Spirit, as you were
also called to the one
hope of your call; one
Lord, one faith, one
baptism; one God and
Father of all, who is
over all and through
all and in all‖
[Ephesians 4:4-6].

 The Church is also a
―communion of saints‖
 Refers to the ―holy
things‖ (e.g., Eucharist)
through which unity is
brought about
 Also the communion of
―holy persons‖ in Christ
who died for all

 It is the communion of all the faithful, the
pilgrims on earth, the dead being purified,
the blessed in heaven

32

Church as Mystical Body
 Paul, especially in his Letter
to the Ephesians, describes
the Mystical Body, with
Jesus Christ as its head
 With Jesus we, as members
of His Body, are the
Church [Ephesians 1:22-23]
 Each member brings his
gifts ―for the work of
ministry, for building up the
Body of Christ‖ [Ephesians
4:12; Romans 12:4-5]
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Church as Bride of Christ
Jesus answered them,
―Can the wedding
guests fast while the
bridegroom is with
them? As long as they
have the bridegroom
with them they cannot
fast. But the days will
come when the
bridegroom is taken
away from them, and
then they will fast on
that day. ‖ [Mark
2:19-20].

 This image, a theme of
Christ as Bridegroom of
the Church – prepared
by the prophets;
announced by John
[John 3:29]
 Jesus calls Himself the
―bridegroom‖
 Paul: all members are,
as a bride, ―betrothed‖
to Christ to become one
spirit with Him [2
34
Corinthians 11:2]

Church & the Word
 The deposit of the living
Word of God mysteriously
dwells in the Church and
continues the Incarnation
 We come to faith by this
living witness that is
―…there is no
sustained and animated by
prophecy of
Christ, through the teaching
scripture that is a
of the living Apostolic Church
matter of personal
interpretation, for
 We contact the living Christ
no prophecy ever
through the operation of
came through human
grace acting is all its fullness
will‖ [2 Peter 1:2035
in the Sacraments
21].

Christ’s Gift
 After His Ascension,
Jesus left a blessing, a
home for faith and love
to enjoy in spite of the
world
 He left His Church, our
one true home provided
 As a home for all
by God, and His heavenly
creation, it fulfills
court where He dwells
not only the Jewish with angels and saints
Temple, but also
 We now worship in the
the Cosmic, the
true
Temple,
the
spiritual
expectation of all
36
Tabernacle

