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From Pastor Carrie
Greetings!
As we start the Advent Season Sunday December 3rd, I hope that these next four weeks will be one of personal
reflection, deepening of relationships within families and friends, and a growing sense of God being present with
you. If you missed the Advent Fair, we do have devotionals and supplies for making a family advent wreath to
take home so that you add into your daily live a few moments with God. With all the hustle and bustle of a
consumeristic Christmas Season, it is good to set some time apart where peace and joy can “sit” in our souls.
Another way to center ourselves in God during this season of preparation for the coming of the Christ Child is to
come to worship! Each week we will light an Advent Candle highlighting a phrase in the Biblical narrative of the
Christmas story, as well as highlight one of the characters in this story. Our sermon series is “Leaping Into Faith”
and we will explore how each character in the Christmas story leaps into faith as they are faced with surprise,
shock, and confusion. See below for each week’s character and theme.
12/3, 9:30 & 11am
12/10, 9:30 & 11am
12/17, 10am

Elizabeth and Zechariah
Joseph
Mary

Keep Awake: What Are You Watching For?
Prepare: What Are You Preparing For?
Magnify: What Are You Praising God For?

We have three different and wonderful Christmas Eve services coming up. As Christmas Eve is on a Sunday, we
will start with a 10am service where we will highlight the angels’ part in the Christmas story. It will be full of
“angelic” songs- some of our favorites! Our Family service will be at 7pm with lessons and carols with the theme
“Running Toward God” and our 9pm service is themed “Oh Holy Night.” Both Christmas Eve night services are
“lessons and carols” and will have communion and we will end in candlelight with “Silent Night.”
And don’t forget to come to worship the Sunday after Christmas, December, 31st. We have a special treat from
some of the young adult members of our congregation- they will pick some of their favorite Christmas Carols and
give us the behind the scenes story of how the carol came to be. Then, we will sing that carol as a congregation!
It will be a glorious day of worship!
May this season fill you with the presence and grace of God!
Blessings,
Carrie

Church Christmas caroling is Friday, December 15th.
We will start with dinner in Kerr Hall at 6:30pm, with caroling from approximately 7–8pm.
Final practice for the Family Advent service is immediately after in Kerr Hall.
All are invited to join in this family-friendly activity.

Our Family Advent service is Sunday, December 17st at 10am in Kerr Hall.
There will be no 11 am service.

Christmas Eve Services
 10am Worship Service
 7pm Family Candlelight / Communion
 9pm Traditional Candlelight / Communion

Upcoming & Recurring Events
The Choir meets every Wednesday at 2pm at Jane Dassen’s house. Contact Jane at
301-948-9816 if you’re interested in joining.
The M&Ms (Mission and Merriment group) meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month in
P-W Hall, from 11am–1pm. At each meeting, we start with a devotion, have a brief business
meeting and then make two fleece blankets. Each month, two blankets are made for baby cribs,
and two are for youth-sized beds. These blankets are given to a pregnancy center and the
Children’s Advocacy Center, both in Frederick.
Some members of M&Ms carry out knitting and crocheting projects at their homes, making
prayer shawls and hats for those who lose their hair due to chemotherapy. The prayer shawls
are given to anyone struggling with illness or loss. The hats are distributed to oncology units and
cancer treatment centers and anyone who wants one for a friend or relative.
Contact Marj Turbyfill at 301-972-0265 if you are interested in receiving any of the items we
provide and for more information.

Lunch Bunch meets the second Tuesday of each month at various restaurants. The next
gathering is December 12th at noon at Dutch’s Daughter in Frederick. For reservations, contact
Jane Mote at 301-695-1147 by Sunday, December 10th.

Men’s Fellowship meets the second Saturday of each month, now at IHOP in Germantown.
We welcome all men to join us for a hearty breakfast, devotion with discussion and good
conversation. The next gathering is December 9th at 8am. For more information, contact
Rowland New at 301-882-7151.

On Christmas Eve, poinsettias will decorate the sanctuary “in memory of loved ones.”
If you would like to purchase a plant, order envelopes are in the sanctuary, P–W Hall and Kerr
Hall. They are 6-inch potted plants with a foil cover and cost $10 each, available in color choice
of red or white. Order deadline is December 17th.

Angel Tree Donations
BPC’s Angel Tree will benefit several local families as well as children in the Montgomery
County Coalition for the Homeless. The tree is in P-W Hall and is decorated with tags
requesting gifts such as toys, blankets, books, stuffed animals, and gift cards. Donations
should be unwrapped and brought to P-W Hall by Sunday, December 10th. The gifts will be
delivered the following week.
The Mission Ministry

The CE team continues to reach out to the community. Friday 12/1, we will have the Annual Tree Lighting at the
Post Office and host an Advent Fair in Kerr Hall during refreshment time. Families will be able to make advent
wreaths and banners.
On Saturday, 12/9 from 10am–2pm the CE team is hosting a Parent’s Day Out, so parents of young children can
have a few hours to shop while we entertain their kids. Sign up is ongoing in the Vail Building. We will have crafts
and a movie, as well as play time for the children. We do ask that all children bring a lunch.
Our youth continue to meet for Ablaze on Sunday evenings from 5–6:30pm for a meal, a
lesson and preparation for the Family Advent service.
Our youth room is almost complete. The kids have been taking on the task of renovating.
Planning is ongoing for Epiphany and Souper Bowl Sundays. The CE team meets next on
December 5th at 7pm.

Bad Weather Action Plan
In the event of heavy weather this season, please call the church office @ 301-540-2544 to
listen to any worship schedule changes or check our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/BoydsPresbyterianChurch.
We will update any service change before 8 am on Sunday morning.

From the Session
Christmas Greetings!
Another Christmas is upon us with all the joy, gladness and anticipation for the birth of Jesus. Celebrations for our
blessings will be abundant! Session wishes you and your family the spirit of Christmas throughout Advent and the
holidays.
PNC Update
You may have heard or read by now that our Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) extended a call to a candidate,
but the candidate decided to decline the call. Session recently met with several of the PNC members and some
congregants to listen to their views on the matter. You need to know that Session is fully aware of the
anxiousness to call a new Pastor. At the same time, though, we must continue to prepare for the next Pastor and
continue to work through the steps to prepare.
As Pastor Carrie recently stated in her sermon, “Sometimes, it takes a long time for us to hear God’s voice.” She
went on to say, and Session would agree, “The last three years have been an intentional time of seeking
transformation – transformation not only in our individual spiritual lives but transformation for the life of this
Church too.” Through the discernment and prayer process for the right candidate, “God decides to speak” to
Boyds through the candidate declining the call.
What to do now? Session and the PNC are working collaboratively to determine what the next steps are. Some
on the PNC believe that minor changes to the MIF (our Church “resume”) need to be made so the PNC is
reconvening to consider those changes. Much has happened to our Church since the original writing so Session
will be interested in seeing how those revisions update our resume.
“Whether you know it or not, it is an exciting time to be a part of this thing called Church that God is bringing into
being and I do not want anyone to miss out on the legacy that you can build here,” continued Pastor
Carrie. “Bringing faith to a new generation.” That is our mission – bring people without faith the good news of
Jesus Christ. Please join with Session to continue to pray for the PNC and for whomever God is preparing to come
to Boyds.
Pastor Carrie’s sermon resonates. “God is helping you overcome any worries you have about the changes that
are needed in order for God to bring vitality to the Church.” Session looks forward to that vitality!
Next meeting: Monday, 1/8/18 at 7pm in P-W Hall.

From the Deacons
The BPC Deacons met on November 13th. The deacons continued discussing the coordination of duties with the
Worship, Fellowship and Mission Teams. The deacons also discussed providing congregational care to those who
need support during crisis times. A collection for the Christmas Angel Tree began November 19th for several local
families in our area. Gifts are requested by December 10th. Thank you to those providing donations to support
those in need!
Next meeting: Monday, 12/11 at 7pm in P-W Hall.

From the Trustees
The Board of Trustees and Session member Doug Fiedler met on Tuesday, November 28th. All repairs to the
Christian Education Building have been completed. The drywall repair and painting in P-W Hall have also been
done. A punch list for work needing to be done on P-W Hall in 2018 has been prepared. The gutters on P-W Hall
have been cleaned, and one of the roof vent pipe collars that had been leaking has been replaced. Arrangements
have been made for any snow removal that may be needed during the coming winter. A special thank you to
John Christie and Doug Smith for your six years of service as a Trustee.
Next meeting: Tuesday, 1/30/18 at 7pm in P-W Hall.
No meeting is scheduled for December, but Trustees will be on call.

Appreciation and Gratitude to Maria Romero & Catherine Reese for hosting
one of the November fellowships; to everyone who contributed to the Potluck;
to Margaret Leaman for cleaning the church.
Our annual Thanksgiving Stewardship Dinner was held on November 12th.
Everyone contributed to the success in different ways. We extend a special note
of thanks to Brenda Jones & Anne Davies for coordinating the dinner. Thank you
to those who roasted turkeys, prepared and contributed food, setup and
decorated the space, and helped to clean up at the end of the dinner.
Also important are the approximately 75 people who sat together and enjoyed
the fellowship and food. We are blessed!

Fellowship Hosting is needed during the first three or four weeks of each month.
The last Sunday of each month is designated as “Potluck.” The sign-up sheet is in
P-W Hall. Join with a friend or other family or two to host Fellowship between the
services.
The 2018 Sanctuary Cleaning schedule is on the bulletin board in the church vestibule. Please
sign-up to clean for one month.
It’s not too late to turn in your Generosity Brochure for 2018. Forms are available in all buildings. You can also
contact the church office.

Prayer List
Pray for grieving:
Family and friends of those who died during November:
Roy Carter, Jr; Molly Genovese; Harry Dove; Conrad Potemra, and Jane Tepsic.

Pray for healing:
Gene Ahalt; Gwen Alred; Cindy Ashley; Carlos Aulestia; Dale & Karla Barron; Wynona Beuz; Marie Bishop; Susan
Blackman; Nell Brewer; Michael Broschart; Cornelia & Cornelia Ann Burr; Charles Shepherd Burton; Dave & Judy
Cullen; Nancy Daughtry; Anne Davies; Dean; Earl Dillehay; Averi Donat; Billy Dorsey; Bruce Gibson; Rodney
Holston; Ruth Hoyt; Joe Katran; Carey Beth King; Kaisy Knott; Jack Louth; Carol Nair; Jean Phillips; Claudia
Pleasants; Rex Reed; Carolyn & John Repass; Jim Rhea; Justin Rosner; Mark Sutch; Sandy; Winfill family; Gene
Younkin; those who have recently lost loved ones; active members of armed services and their families; and
members of the pastor nominating committee. Pray for communities and nations recovering from natural
disasters. Pray for those recovering from their war wounds, for victims of violence and war throughout the world.

December 1 – Tree Lighting & Advent Fair
December 9 – Parent’s Day Out
December 10 – Congregational Meeting
December 15 – Dinner, Caroling & Advent Practice
December 17 – Family Advent Service & Poinsettia orders due
December 20 – Poinsettia delivery & setup
December 21 – First Day of Winter
December 24 – Christmas Eve Services
December 25 – Christmas Day, Office Closed
December 26 – Merry Christmas, Office Closed
December 31 – New Year’s Eve

CMRocks.org, 301-637-0730

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, December 2, 2017, 8pm

NATIONAL PHILHARMONIC HOLIDAY CONCERT
fundraiser for CMR
Christ Episcopal Church, 109 South Washington Street,
Rockville, MD
Saturday, December 16, 2017, 1-4pm, 6pm

DECEMBER HOLIDAY DISTRIBUTION for Holiday
Giving Program
St. Francis Episcopal Church, 10033 River Road, Potomac,
MD

CMR’s CLIENT HOLIDAY PARTY
St. Raphael Catholic Church 1513 Dunster Road, Rockville,
MD
Sunday, December 17, 2017, 2:30pm

TOY DRIVE at NATIONAL PHILHARMONIC’S
“MESSIAH”
Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman Lane, Rockville, MD

