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CFBF President: CVP announcement
shows limits of water system
The water supply announcement from the federal
Central Valley Project shows
the resiliency of nature and the
limitations of California’s water supply system, according
to the president of the California Farm Bureau Federation. After a wintertime recovery in precipitation, CFBF
President Paul Wenger said
“it’s a shame” the CVP can’t
assure full water supplies to
all of its customers.
“Just look at the numbers,” Wenger said. “The Sierra snowpack stands at 186
percent of average. Most key
reservoirs hold higher-thanaverage supplies for the time
of year. If the CVP can’t assure full supplies to all of its
customers this year, what
would be needed for that to

happen?
“We understand this is a
fish-first system now,” he
continued, “because federal
fisheries agencies have the
first and last call on CVP water. We know the Water Infrastructure Improvements
for the Nation Act that Congress passed last year will
help. But we obviously need
to take further action to modernize our water system, our
laws and our policies.
“One wet year won’t
erase our long-term surface
water deficit, and the current
fish-first policies have also
harmed groundwater supplies—an impact that is both
serious and inexcusable.
Farm Bureau remains
committed to achieving a water system that benefits both
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our environment and our
economy. We believe that can
be achieved and we believe
we can learn from wet years
such as this one as well as
from dry years. We will continue to work with elected representatives and agency officials with that goal in mind.”
The California Farm Bureau Federation works to protect family farms and ranches
on behalf of more than 48,000
members statewide and as
part of a nationwide network
of more than 6.2 million Farm
Bureau members.

Distinguished Service Award
SCFB President Ryan Mahoney (r) and 1st Vice President Charlie Hamilton (l) present Ian Anderson the 2017
Distinguished Service Award in recognition for his commitment to preserving agriculture in Solano County. The
award was presented at the Solano County Farm Bureau Annual Dinner, January 21.

Preliminary grape crush up 8.5%
The 2016 crush totaled prices for the 2016 crop by
4,196,723 tons, up 8.5 per- type were as follows: red
cent from the 2015 crush of wine grapes, $899.44, up
3,868,459 tons. Red wine varieties accounted for the largest share of all grapes
crushed, at 2,255,300 tons,
up 10.5% from 2015. The
2016 white wine variety crush
totaled 1,745,490 tons, up
4.9% from 2015. Tons
crushed of raisin type varieties totaled 98,205, up 6.2%
from 2015, and tons crushed
of table type varieties totaled
97,729, up 38.3% from 2015.
The 2016 average price of
all varieties was $750.27, up
11.7% from 2015. Average

13.9% from 2015; white wine
grapes, $594.01, up 9.9%
(see CRUSH, page 4)
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The annual Youth Ag Day is a collaborative effort of
the Solano County Fair and agricultural related businesses,
organizations, farmers, ranchers and other individuals to
encourage Solano County third graders to experience
agriculture first-hand.
This fun and educational event is free to all third grade
classes in Solano County and features a wide variety of
rotational learning stations and displays. Activities are
designed to give children the opportunity to learn about
food and fiber production from new perspectives, with a
particular emphasis on the agricultural wealth of Solano
County. Children participate in hands-on displays and
educational presentations as well as an optional pre-event
classroom project to enhance the field trip learning
experience.
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ORLAND IRRIGATED
PASTURE, HOME & SHOP

FALL RIVER VALLEY
IRRIGATED FARMLAND

20 AC in the “Capay District” between Chico and Orland. 2,912
sqft. 4/2 home, pool, detached 2car garage & shop. Irrigated pasture using AG well.
NOW $590,000

240 AC of laser leveled fields,
established timothy for excellent
in-demand equine hay. Flood irrigated using 2015 drilled 16"
well. Only 1/2 mi. (W) of
McArthur, CA. $2,280,000

ELDER CREEK RANGE

D IN G
P E NRoad
263 ac 14 mi SW of Red Bluff on Elder Creek. County
frontage. Home, barn, steel corrals & perimeter fencing. Zoned Williamson
Act. Perfect headquarter location. $475,000

Bert Owens

Sam Mudd

Broker/Owner
Cell: 530-524-4900

Broker/Owner
Cell: 530- 949-4054

CA Lic. # 01707128

530-529-4400

Effective January 2017,
all workers compensation insurers are required to report
any and all claims to the CA
Workers Compensation Insurance Rating Bureau, and
this includes claims for first
aid that the insurer did not
make any payment on.
Businesses who previously had arrangements with

medical clinics to pay directly
for first aid claims will now
see that their experience
modification (X-Mod) will
reflect these minor accident
treatment claims.
This dramatically changes
the X-Mod calculations that
many businesses will see
upon renewal in 2017, along
with the frequency of claims
calculation.
Farm Bureau is exploring
ways to minimize the impacts

Solano County Farm Bureau
Executive Director: Lisa Shipley
Phone ........707-449-8044
Fax .........707-449-8050
www.solano.cfbf.com
E-mail: solanofb@castles.com
Solano County Farm Bureau News
Coordinator ...........John Gentry
Editorial and Advertising .......707-449-8044

275 Sale Lane • Red Bluff

Workers Comp: Changes to First Aid Reporting

Tell a friend
about Farm Bureau.

300 Main Street - Suite C
Vacaville, CA 95688

CA Lic. # 01710463

Solano County Farm Bureau News
published every other month by the
Solano County Farm Bureau.
Please send address changes to
SCFB, 300 Main Street - Suite C
Vacaville, CA 95688
Opinions expressed in this newspaper may not reflect the
official position of the Solano County Farm Bureau.

of the X-Mod calculations
with
legislators
and
regulators...but until there is
a modification to change the
calculation, many businesses
will see their X-mod increase,
along with their premiums.

Groups sue to
remove wolf
from list
The California Fish and
Game Commission has neglected sound scientific
analysis, undermined sensible
wildlife protections — and
violated state law — by unjustifiably adding the gray wolf
to the state’s list of “endangered” species.
So argues a lawsuit filed
today by Pacific Legal Foundation on behalf of the California Cattlemen’s Association (CCA) and the California
Farm Bureau Federation.
Filed in California Superior
Court, the lawsuit challenges

(see WOLF, page 5)
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Snapshots from the 99th SCFB Annual Dinner

4th Rustici Rangeland
Science Symposium
The 4th Annual Rustici Rangeland Science Symposium is
March 23 and 24, 2017 at the University of California, Davis
Conference Center in Davis. The goal of the symposium is to
engage ranchers, land managers, researchers, and policymakers
in co-developing actionable science, policy, and management
to sustain rangelands. The symposium will focus on partnerships surrounding a variety of topics, including: sustaining water resources; coping with drought; habitat conservation; and
enhancing ranch profitability.
For more information or to register for the symposium visit
http://rangelands.ucdavis.edu/rustici/rangeland-symposium/.

Over 100 million dead trees due to drought
The latest estimatesby the
U.S. Forest Service put the
number of dead trees in California forests at 102 million,
broad swaths that officials call
a wildfire and public safety
risk. Governor Jerry Brown
declared a state of emergency
when the count stood at 40
million and ordered state
agencies to clear the hazards.
U.S. Department of Agriculture says the mortality of
the trees covers 7.7 million

acres of California’s and was
caused by the drought in the
forests. In 2016 alone, 62 million trees died, representing
more than a 100 percent increase in dead trees across the
state from 2015. Millions of
additional trees are weakened
and expected to die in the coming months and years.
With public safety as its
most pressing concern, the U.S.
Forest Service has committed
significant resources to help

impacted forests. However,
limited resources and a
changing climate hamper the
Forest Service's ability to address tree mortality in California.
The majority of the 102
million dead trees are located
in ten counties in the southern and central Sierra Nevada region. The Forest Service also identified increasing
(see TREES, page 9)
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Jim Allan, Solano Ag Commissioner, Distinguished Public Service Award 2017
Jim Allan has been involved in Agriculture for 31
years, starting his career with
a degree from Cal-Poly, and
first signing on as the egg inspector in San Joaquin
County, continuing through
the process to obtain all of
his agricultural licenses, cumulating in his acceptance of
the position of Agricultural
Commissioner for Solano
County.
Jim has been instrumental in the crafting of several
County ordinances benefiting
agriculture, the Walnut Theft
ordinance, the Rooster ordinance and Ag noise ordinance. These ordinances
walked the line of supporting
existing agricultural practices
while addressing areas where
specific concerns had arisen.
During his tenure Jim has
working on a variety of issues
related to agricultural practices the irrigated lands program, the Planning and Zoning discussions for the identified 10 agricultural regions
in Solano County, Solar In-

stallations, the new Marijuana
laws and most recently
Ground Water.
Jim was Commissioner
through the economic downturn, a time when cuts in service where necessary to maintain core activities, but made
those decisions based on
service needs for agriculture.
Jim serves as a resource
to individual producers, agricultural organizations, producers, public and Board for
whom he serves. Jim understands the complex regulatory
framework faced by producers and offers practical science based suggestions to
assist in making informed decisions that minimize impacts
while achieving the desired
goals.
As the Commissioner of
Solano County, one of the
many jobs he is responsible
for is pest prevention.
Throughout his appointment
he has handled these incidents
in an effective manner minimizing impacts where possible to producers and citi-

zens. Medfly, Peach Fruit
Fly, Glassy wing Sharp
Shooter, Egyptian Dodder,
European Grape Vine Moth,
Light Brown Apple Month
and our most current find
Asian Citrus Psyllid have all
been found in Solano County
during his watch.
In a role not apparent to
most are his activities as an
Agricultural Commissioner
working to support California Agriculture, Jim was President of the California Agricultural Commissioners and
Sealers Association last year
and in that role appointed the
first Executive Director for
the organization. He also currently serves on the Legislation Committee for the organization and as such has testified in support of agriculture
at the State House and Senate and participated in the
Delegation of Commissioners
to Washington to promote
protection of CA crops, and
also works on items that impact growers such as the Pesticides near School regulation,

Almond growers face mystery fungus
The almond industry represents a $5 billion crop for
California. If it is to stay that
vital to the economy there
must find a solution to a mystery fungus the researchers at
the University of California
have found.
This fungus devours trees
from the inside out, causing
them to snap and fall over. Scientists say the wood rot fungus
typically attacks older fruit and
nut trees but is being found in
much younger trees in the Valley. Known as ganoderma, is no
stranger to agriculture and
probably is the reason why
most trees blow over.

But there is no explanation
as to why the fungus seems to
be showing up in greater numbers and in younger trees.
The disease slowly eats away
at a tree’s heartwood until it becomes unstable and eventually
falls over. In many cases it can
take years for the fungus to bring
an older tree down.
UC graduate student Bob
Johnson is studying the fungus
as part of his doctoral thesis. He
discovered the mystery on a
farm in the Fresno area. “It was
so bad you could push the tree
over and it would fall,” Johnson
said. “The trunk broke off right
at the soil. It was unbelievable.”

The grower chose to remove all
trees in the 120-acre orchard.
Ganoderma also has been
found in numerous trees in two
orchards within a mile of each
other in west Fresno County.
And he has recently received
phone calls from growers in
Kern, Tulare and Madera counties with concerns about falling trees. Johnson and others
are trying to answer the many
questions from growers.
What scientists do know
is that the tree often looks
normal and can even produce
a crop. The only telltale sign
that the fungus has colonized
a tree is the appearance of a

Dog Teams for Pest Prevention and Farm Bill funding for
California.
In-house he has implementation several new computer
programs; CalAg permits,
online pesticide registration, Dr.
B’s for Weights and Measure
and obtained with Board approval new Weights and Measures provers and a new dynamometer (for Taxi testing).
These improvements assist
staff in delivery of services
Most recently Jim was
key in obtaining grant funding for LESA study to support the development of agricultural value appraisals and
funding of an Agricultural
Economic Study for Solano
County.
Jim is and has been always
been Supportive of Solano
County and enjoys the challenges and interaction with the
producers and citizens of
Solano County. I think he
would tell you it is a privilege
to have worked here in Solano
County for the last 8 and ½
years.
mushroom-like growth, called
a conk, that sprouts at the base
of the tree. The disease
spreads to other trees as the
conk releases trillions of
spores into the air.
Johnson suspects that the
size of the state’s booming almond industry – valued at $5.3
billion and taking up more than
1 million acres – combined with
stress from five years of drought
have created the right conditions
for the disease to flourish.
“This could be a huge
problem, if we knew how widespread this is,” Johnson said.
“But the fact alone that it has
taken out 120 acres of 10year-old trees tells me this is
important.”
(see MYSTERY, page 10)

(CRUSH, continued)
from 2015; raisin grapes,
$213.64, down 13.7:; and
table grapes, $153.05,
down 39.4%.
In 2016, Chardonnay
continued to account for
the largest percentage of the
total crush volume with
16.% percent. Cabernet
Sauvignon accounted for
the second leading percentage of crush with 13.3%.
The next eight highest percentages of grapes crushed
included only wine grape
varieties. Thompson Seedless, the leading raisin grape
variety crushed for 2016,
held 2% of the total crush.
District 13, (Madera,
Fresno, Alpine, Mono, Inyo
Counties; and Kings and
Tulare Counties north of
Nevada Avenue (Avenue
192)), had the largest share
of the State’s crush, at
1,333,124 tons. The average price per ton in District
13 was $301.59.
Grapes produced in
District 4 (Napa County) received the highest average
price of $4,666.35 per ton,
up 7.3% from 2015. District
3 (Sonoma and Marin
counties) received the second highest return of
$2,584.87, up 5.9% from
2015. The Chardonnay
price of $880.51 was up
11.7% from 2015, and the
Cabernet Sauvignon price
of $1,432.73 was up 8.8%
from 2015. The 2016 average price for Zinfandel was
$603.14, up 4.9% from
2015, while the Merlot average price was up 3.3%
from 2015 at $765 per ton.
The entire Grape Crush
Report is available online at
www.nass.usda.gov/ca.
(See chart next page)
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California wine exports reach
record $1.62 billion in 2016
U.S. wine exports, 90%
from California, reached
$1.62 billion in winery revenues in 2016, a new record.
Despite challenges from a
strong dollar, winery revenues
were up 1% from 2015. Volume was 412.7 million liters
or 45.9 million cases.
"California wine exports
continue to reflect the trend
toward premiumization with
the dollar value of our wine
sales outpacing volume shipments. California wines are
well positioned for this
trend—our vintners are offering
quality, value,
diverse styles
and environmental stewardship in their
winemaking.
Combined with
the
state’s
iconic lifestyle,
innovative cuisine and beautiful destinations,
California wines

$14 million; and Philippines,
$13 million.
"California wine exports
have grown 78% by value in
continue to gain attention the last decade despite
from consumers worldwide," heavily-subsidized foreign
said Robert P. (Bobby) Koch, competitors and high tariffs.
Wine Institute President and Our global trading partners are
increasingly acknowledging
CEO.
The top 10 export markets the high quality of wine from
for California wines are: the the Golden State and reEuropean Union's 28-member sponding to our California
countries, accounting for Wines marketing efforts
$685 million, followed by throughout the world,” said
Canada, $431 million; Hong Wine Institute Vice President
Kong, $99 million; Japan, $87 International Marketing
million; China, $82 million; Linsey Gallagher. Gallagher
Mexico, $24 million; South manages Wine Institute's CaliKorea, $23 million; Switzer- fornia Wine Export Program,
(see EXPORT, page 11)
land, $19 million; Singapore,

(WOLF, continued)

the commission’s listing of the gray wolf under the California
Endangered Species Act. The listing took effect on January 1,
2017, a little over a year after a divided commission approved it
on a controversial 3-1 vote.
The suit challenges the gray wolf listing on three grounds:
1) The listing is based on flimsy evidence; 2) Regulators
undercounted the gray wolf’s numbers; 3) The gray wolf is not
covered by the law.
The Fish and Game Commission took a big bite out of its
own credibility with this unjustified listing,” said PLF Principal
Attorney Damien Schiff. “The agency managed to label the gray
wolf as ‘endangered’ only by myopically and illegally ignoring
its populations outside California.Moreover, the listing is destructive as a matter of public policy,” Schiff continued
The listing harms members of both Farm Bureau and CCA.
The California Cattlemen’s Association is a nonprofit trade organization representing California’s ranchers and beef producers in policy matters. CCA has 34 county affiliates and over
2,400 members, including more than 1,700 cattle producers.
California Farm Bureau Federation is the state’s largest farm
organization, composed of 53 county farm bureaus representing
more than 48,000 agricultural, associate, and collegiate members in 56 counties.
The listing harms members of both organizations, because
of the obstacles it creates to reasonable measures to ward off
wolf attacks. Indeed, as the state Department of Fish and Wildlife recently reported, “there is a reasonable concern over predictable depredation of domestic animals, primarily livestock,
by wolves as the population expands;” therefore, “economic impacts of gray wolves to individual [livestock] producers could be
significant.”
Both CCA and Farm Bureau contend there are better ways to
protect the wolf while protecting people’s livelihoods and local
economics. For instance, they have both been participants in the
Stakeholder Working Group, established by the Department of
Fish and Wildlife to produce a California Wolf Management Plan.
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Farm Bureau, farmers and ranchers, welcome
executive order on ‘WOTUS’ rule
Welcoming President Trump’s executive order for review of a disputed Clean Water Act rule, the president of
the California Farm Bureau Federation said he hopes
today’s action leads to a more cooperative approach to
environmental regulation.

“California farmers and ranchers pride themselves
in the care they show for the land, water and other
resources entrusted to them,” CFBF President Paul
Wenger said. “We want to work cooperatively to
maintain and improve our land, not to be subject to
confusing and sometimes contradictory rules from government
agencies.
“We’re encouraged by the
Trump administration’s action to
roll back the ‘waters of the United
States’ rule,” Wenger said. “At the
same time, we recognize the executive order as the first step in
what could be a long process to
undo the confusion brought by
the WOTUS rule.
“Ultimately, the goal should be
to provide farmers and ranchers—
in California and elsewhere—the
freedom to farm their land productively and with environmental
certainty, while pursuing compliance with the Clean Water Act
through incentives rather than coercion.”

T FARM FACT S
Americans eat approximately 100
acres of pizza each day, or 350
slices per second. In America, anchovies always rank last on the list
of favorite toppings.
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Help
a
friend..

...tell
them
to:
Join
Farm
Bureau!
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Farmers monitor storm impact on crops, water supplies
Strong storms during the
Presidents’ Day holiday weekend flooded farm fields, caused
several dairy farms to relocate
their animals and brought other
impacts on California farms and
ranches. The storms also added
more water to an already overtaxed system, and led to renewed
calls to modernize the system.
“In the long term, the surge
of storms should bring an improved water outlook,” Califor-

SCFB Cookin’ Corner
Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner
2 to 2 1/2 - pound corned beef brisket
1 teaspoon whole black pepper • 2 bay leaves
3 medium carrots, quartered lengthwise
2 medium parsnips or 1 medium rutabaga, peeled
and cut into chunks
2 medium red onions, cut into wedges
10 -12 new potatoes (1 pound)
1 small cabbage, cut into 6 wedges (1 pound)
Trim fat from meat. Place in a 4to 6-quart pot; add juices
and spices from package of beef. Add enough water to cover
meat. Add pepper and bay leaves. Bring to boiling; reduce
heat. Simmer, covered, about 2 hours until meat is almost
tender.
Add carrots, parsnips or rutabaga, and onions to meat. Return to boiling; reduce heat. Simmer, covered, for 10 minutes. Scrub potatoes; halve or quarter.
Add potatoes and cabbage to pot. Cover and cook about 20 minutes more or until vegetables and
meat are tender. Discard bay leaves. Remove meat from pot. Thinly slice meat across the grain.
Transfer meat and vegetables to a serving platter. Makes 6 servings.

St. Patrick’s extra: Shamrock Cookies
3/4 cup butter (1-1/2 sticks) • 2/3 cup sugar • 1/4 teaspoon salt • 1 egg
1/4 teaspoon peppermint extract or vanilla • Few drops green food coloring
2 cups all-purpose flour • Green colored sugar
In a large mixer bowl beat butter with an electric mixer on medium speed until softened (about
30 seconds). Add sugar and salt and beat until fluffy. Add the egg, peppermint extract or vanilla, and
a few drops of green food coloring. Beat mixture well. With mixer on low speed gradually add
flour to butter mixture and beat well.
Divide dough into 3 equal parts. Shape each part into a roll about 1 inch thick and about 8 inches
long. Roll each in green colored sugar. Wrap rolls in plastic wrap. Chill in refrigerator for at least
2 hours or up to 1 week.
Unwrap rolls. Slice crosswise so the slices are 1/4 inch thick. To shape each shamrock, place 3
slices of dough with sides touching in a shamrock shape on an ungreased cookie sheet. Cut a stem
from a fourth slice and attach to the shamrock (save the rest of this slice for cutting other shamrock stems). Gently push the slices together so each leaflet curves in slightly.
Bake in a 350 degree F oven about 8 minutes or until edges are light brown. With a pancake
turner lift the cookies onto a cooling rack to cool. Makes 32 cookies.

nia Farm Bureau Federation
President Paul Wenger said,
“but it has definitely brought
worries to farmers and ranchers whose land is inundated or
whose crops may be at risk.
We remain hopeful that
weather in coming days will
minimize any problems.”
Wenger noted that many
reservoirs have filled and have
had to release water, which he
says underlines the need to enhance California’s water storage capacity.
“Believe it or not, there are
people who think we don’t
need more water storage, and
that we should even tear down
many of the facilities we now
have,” he said. “These activists don’t care how many
people suffer from devastating
floods in winters like this. They
don’t care how many people
suffer from water shortages
during droughts.”
Wenger said California
must move as quickly as possible to allocate money from
the 2014 water bond, Proposition 1, to create more storage
both aboveground and underground.
“Environmentalists say we
can solve water problems by
conserving more water and
storing more underground. But
we’re not able to conserve
most of the water flowing
through the system now—we
have had to let it go. And moving water into the ground takes
time. You can’t replenish

groundwater if you don’t have
aboveground reservoirs and canals to hold and move water to
where it can effectively filter underground,” Wenger said.
Farm Bureau said farmers of a
number of crops and commodities will be assessing the impact
from the weekend storms, including:
• Almonds—The storms hit just
as almond trees were blooming.
Bees that pollinate almond blossoms don’t fly in the rain and prefer temperatures higher than 55
degrees. In addition, a number of
almond trees were blown down
by strong winds during the weekend. But farmers said the tree
losses weren’t as bad as feared,
and expressed hope pollination
would still be successful.
• Berries—The rains delayed
strawberry harvest along the Central and Southern California coast.
Production may be temporarily
reduced as farmers wait for waterlogged fields to dry and discard
rain-damaged berries.
• Dairy farms—Several dairy
farms located near the Tuolumne
and San Joaquin rivers needed to
move their animals to higher
ground as river levels rose. Other
farmers are watching river levels
carefully and preparing to move
their animals if needed.
• Field crops—Fall-planted grain
crops that have germinated could
take on too much water, which
could ultimately reduce yields.
Hay fields have also flooded.
Soggy or flooded fields will delay
planting for a number
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Spring: time to get moving!

Outdoor Walking Safety Tips
by Arthur Hinojosa, Chief
Division of Integrated Regional Water Management

Walking outdoors is a
great way to enjoy fresh air
and get a workout at the
same time. Walking also
releases natural pain killing
endorphins inside the body
and studies have shown the
more steps a person takes
during the day the better their
mood tends to be. But
before you lace up those
sneakers, here are some
important safety tips you’ll
want to consider if you head
outdoors to walk:
• Find a buddy. Walking
with someone can be a great
motivator and make the time
more enjoyable. More
importantly, there is safety in
numbers. If you are going to
walk alone, make sure you
tell someone your route and
the time you expect to return.
• Dress to be seen. Wear light
colored
clothing
or
reflectors, especially if you
are walking during early

morning or late evening.
Also try to walk on well-lit
streets as much as possible.
Carry a flashlight and keep
it on.
• Vary your route. This is for
your own personal safety as
well as an opportunity to
enjoy different scenery from
time to time. Doing this will
help prevent someone from
memorizing
your
whereabouts or routine.
Avoid areas that are poorly
lighted or completely
deserted.
• Always try to walk on
sidewalks or paths separated
from vehicular traffic. If there
are no sidewalks or paths,
walk on the side of the street
FACING road traffic and as
far to the left as possible. This
way you can see vehicles as
they approach and get out of
their way if necessary.
• Cross the streets at
designated crosswalks and

with the traffic light, if one
is available. Avoid crossing
in the middle of the block
and in-between cars.
• Pay attention and look in
all directions before crossing
a street. Be sure drivers in
approaching vehicles as well
as bicyclists see you before
stepping off a curb. Use
caution when approaching
driveways or entrances to
parking garages or lots and
look in all directions for
vehicles which are entering
or exiting.
• Using Smartphones and
other electronic devices
while you walk can distract
and prevent you from
paying attention to the traffic
around you. Avoid making
calls or texting while out
walking. If you are listening
to music or have to make a
phone call, keep the volume
low so you can hear what’s
going on around you.

Did You Know?
• One study reports that walking regularly (three times or more a week for half an
hour or more) saves a person $330 a year in health care costs.
• Walking round 20-25 miles each week can extend your life by a couple of years
compared to people who do not walk.
• Walking on a rough but level track requires 50% more energy than walking on a
paved road.
• Walking sideways burns 78 percent more calories than walking forward.
• A typical pair of tennis shoes will last 300-500 miles of walking.
• It takes about 1 hour and 43 minutes of walking to burn off a 540-calorie Big Mac.
(TREES, continued)
mortality in the northern part of the state, including Siskiyou,
Modoc, Plumas and Lassen counties, according to Gabe
Schultz, the task force chairman. At the Sierra Cascade
Logging Conference last month, He should visual proof of
the severity of the tree die-off. Five consecutive years of
severe drought in California, a dramatic rise in bark beetle
infestation and warmer temperatures are leading to these
historic levels of tree die-off.

FIND
Solano Farm
Bureau on

Groups want Trump to
include rural areas in plan
Infrastructure improvements should include farm areas

Over 200 groups with a stake in agriculture and rural areas sent a letter to President Trump asking for rural needs to
be part of any plan to improve the nation’s infrastructure. The
group who has signed the letter includes the American Farm
Bureau Federation.
The letter stated, “Past infrastructure initiatives often focused on urban and suburban infrastructure while not adequately addressing the unique needs of rural communities.”
The groups add that American agriculture truly feeds the world
and creates jobs. To ensure that America remains a leader in
world agricultural production, they say infrastructure needs have
to be addressed, noting that the nation’s deteriorating infrastructure threatens that leadership role in feeding the world.
The groups caution that the federal government can’t do it
alone, saying it should partner with local governments and find
private funding sources, a move supported by Trump advisers. Alabama Republican Robert Aderholt is Chair of the House
Appropriations Committee, who’s promised to make investing in rural infrastructure a high priority in fiscal 2018 allocations for the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Other groups that signed on to the letter included groups
representing crops, lending, water, dairy, livestock and many
others.

Page 10

SCFB NEWS

Mar/Apr 2017

USDA makes it easier to transfer
land to next generation
Allows for Transfer of Certain Conservation Reserve Program Land to
New Farmers; Provides Priority Enrollment in
Working Lands Conservation Programs
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering an early termination
opportunity for certain Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts,
making it easier to transfer property to the next generation of farmers and
ranchers, including family members. The land that is eligible for the early
termination is among the least environmentally sensitive land enrolled in CRP.
Normally if a landowner terminates a CRP contract early, they are required to repay all previous payments plus interest. The new policy waives
this repayment if the land is transferred to a beginning farmer or rancher
through a sale or lease with an option to buy. With CRP enrollment close to
the Congressionally-mandated cap of 24 million acres, the early termination
will also allow USDA to enroll other land with higher conservation value
elsewhere.
Acres terminated early from CRP under these land tenure provisions will
be eligible for priority enrollment consideration into the CRP Grasslands, if
eligible; or the Conservation Stewardship Program or Environmental Quality
Incentives Program, as determined by the Natural Resources Conservation
Service.
According to the Tenure, Ownership and Transition of Agricultural Land
survey, conducted by USDA in 2014, U.S. farmland owners expect to transfer 93 million acres to new ownership during 2015-2019. This represents 10
percent of all farmland across the nation. Details on the early termination
opportunity are available now at local USDA service centers. For more information about CRP and to find out if your acreage is eligible for early
contract termination, contact your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office
or go online at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Think
Think

New legislation targets ag
trucks again
SB 174 (Ricardo Lara, D-Bell Gardens) will require that all on-road
diesel road vehicles over 14,000 gross vehicle weight must be confirmed by the
Department of Motor Vehicles that they are in compliance with the California
Air Resources Board’s Truck and Bus rule, prior to initial registration, transfer of
ownership or registration renewal. If your trucks are enrolled in the Agricultural
Mileage provision or any other compliance extension, then CARB would confirm your compliance with DMV and you should be able to get your registration.
But many folks who have enrolled with CARB and provide their annual agricultural mileage have experienced numerous problems with CARB’s database and
lack of adequate staff to resolve the kinks in the reporting process. Farm Bureau
is extremely troubled by this draconian measure sponsored by the California
Trucking Association that will delay or prevent registration of many trucks used
by the agricultural community.
Farm Bureau will continue to work with this bill’s author and, if not
amended, will work to defeat this bill in the State Senate.

(MYSTERY, continued)
Mae Culumber, a University of California nut crop adviser in Fresno County,
agrees that fungal disease in almonds could become a bigger issue. She tells
growers to try to keep their trees as free from injury as possible. The spores
infect a tree by entering into any opening in the tree’s bark or roots. So far, Culumber
has found infected trees in two west Fresno County orchards. In both cases many of
the trees had advanced stages of the disease.
David Doll, a UC pomology farm adviser said wood rot could prove to be
costly if growers have to replace orchards after only about 10 years. The normal
life-span of an almond tree is about 20 years. Doll estimates the cost of replacing a tree at about $250.
He is eager to see what Johnson and other researchers find out about ganoderma
in the Valley.
“This is an issue that we will need to address as an industry,” Doll said. “Because this is not something that you can run out to a field and apply a fungicide to
or easily diagnose.
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CFBF is Working for YOU! Solano County Farm Bureau
Business Directory

As a member of Solano
County Farm Bureau, you are
supporting the work that the
California Farm Bureau Federation does on behalf of agriculture every day. CFBF has a
highly capable team of lawyers,
lobbyists, and full staff dedicated to representing you and
rural values. CFBF is led and
directed by growers like yourself from across the State.
Regardless if you are a
grower or someone who’s life
is touched by ag through grocery shopping, you should be
a Farm Bureau member! Below is a clip of what CFBF
has done for you over the last
year to ensure farmers can
keep farming and California
continues to have the safest
food supply in the world.
YOUR ADVOCATE

Sponsoring legislation, representing your interests.
• Protecting water rights.
• Seeking repeal of WOTUS.
• Representing agricultural
employers.
• Improving the organic registration system.
• Work with allies to change
the state BIT Program.
• Tightening penalties for rural crime.
• Fighting expansion of ESA,
and seek its reform WOTUS.
YOUR GOALIE

Blocking efforts to undermine
agriculture
• Preventing a moratorium on
drilling new water wells.
• Blocking efforts to transfer
ground-water adjudications
from the courts to the state.
• Defeating legislation to increase taxes.
• Enforcing Williamson Act
contracts.
• Preventing permit requirements for removing oak trees

from private property.
• Stopping unreasonable restrictions on pesticide use.
YOUR VOICE

Amplifying your opinions in
a variety of forums
• Generating 8,100 messages
to elected officials, agencies.
• Advocating before state,
regional water boards on
irrigated-lands programs.
• Generating participation in
DPR hearings on pesticide
use near schools.
• Responding to more than
300 media inquiries.
• Reaching non-farm audiences via social media, TV,
magazine.
• Commenting on greenhouse
gas and methane reduction
strategies.
• Preserving and expanding
access
to
markets.
Joining coalitions for Career
Technical
Education,
aboveground petroleum storage, port operations.
• Working to clarify tax rules
for farm equipment, fertilizer.
• The leading agricultural organization in supporting
farm-friendly candidates.
YOUR SOURCE OF SAVINGS

Reducing the costs to farm
and ranch
• Saving landowners hundreds to thousands a year
through parcel-tax reform.
• Protect the Williamson Act.
• Creating an estimated annual savings of $100 million
through availability of generic
pesticides.
• Working to assure equitable
energy rates for farmers and
ranchers.
• Assuring continuation of the
net-metering energy program.
• Providing discounts on insurance, supplies, services.

YOUR RESOURCE

Providing services you need
to meet the challenges ahead
• Providing guidance in complying with labor laws.
• Holding workshops on
SGMA implementation and
water measurement.
• Publishing comprehensive
news conline and in print.
• Developing the next generation of agricultural leaders.
• Training successful candidates for elected office.
• Providing the knowledge
and insights you need to deal
with new laws and regulations.
(EXPORT, continued)

involving more than 170
wineries that export to 138
countries, and 15 representatives and offices in 25
countries across the globe.
"Trade agreements,
such as the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA), have helped to
dramatically grow U.S.
wine exports yet discriminatory non-tariff trade barriers continue to be crafted
by foreign governments at
a steady pace," said Tom
LaFaille, Wine Institute
Vice President and International Trade Counsel.
"We applaud U.S. government efforts to eliminate
these barriers and
strengthen our competitiveness globally, including the
World Trade Organization
(WTO) challenge against
Canada which seeks to ensure that British Columbia
grocery store consumers
can choose from the vast
array of the world's great
wines."

Ag Equipment/Service
Button Transportation .......................... .(707)678-7490
Dixon Veterinary Clinic ........................ (707)678-2377
Garton Tractor ..................................... (707)425-9545
Gates Ranch/Custom cutting & wrap .. 707)448-3867
Green Valley Tractor ............................ (707)425-8933
Holt of CA ........................................... (707)396-3000
Wilkinson International ......................... (530)662-7373
Auto Dealers/Parts/Services
Able Chevrolet Pontiac Buick .............. (707)374-6317
Farms & Ranches
Bluegreen Farms LLC .......................... (631)-459-6778
Johnson Farms ..................................... (408)926-3133
Farm & Feed Supply
Higby’s................................................. (707)678-9007
Financial
Bank of Rio Vista ................................. .(707)374-5711
First Northern Bank of Dixon .............. (707)678-4422
Farm Credit West (Woodland) ............. .(530)666-3333
Travis Credit Union .............................. .(707)469-1632
Insurance
Rohwer Insurance Agency ................... (707)678-9216
Professional Services
Archer & Ficklin-Comm Brokerage ..... (707)678-1092
Blankinship Assoc. Envir Consult ........ .(530)757-0941
P G & E ............................................... (707)423-2443
Reynolds Law LLP .............................. (707)425-1255
Vacaville Chamber of Commerce ........ (707)448-6424
SMUD .................................................. .(916)732-6088
Propane/ Petroleum
Allied Propane ...................................... (707)678-8500
Sheldon Gas Co ................................... .(707)425-2951
Real Estate
Bouzos Properties ................................ (510)772-2435
California Outdoor Properties .............. (707) 469-0112
Ron Stevenson – Century 21 ............... (530)681-1092
Tire Sales / Service
Les Schwab Vacaville .......................... .(707)447-4384
Reliable Tire Service ............................ (916)372-6675

Support SCFB business members
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Heritage
Award
Winner
SCFB President Ryan
Mahoney (center) and 1st
Vice President Charlie
Hamilton present Jeanne
McCormack, McCormack
Sheep and Grain, the 2017
Heritage Award, recognizing the many years of commitment to agriculture and
preservation in Solano
County.

l
Do
a
friend
a big
favor..
..tell
them
about
the
benefits
of
Farm
Bureau!

k

Drought not officially over
The Sierra Nevada snowpack is
close to setting records
notched more than three decades ago — a welcome sight
after five years of punishing
drought in California, surveyors said Wednesday. A series
of storms that doused the state
in the first two months of the
year brought the water content
of the snowpack up to a “pretty
phenomenal”185 percent of

normal, well above the 84 percent of normal a year ago, said
Frank Gehrke, the state’s
chief snow surveyor.
Winter snowfall on the
400-mile mountain range provides roughly one-third of the
water used in the nation’s most
populous state as the snow
melts over the spring and summer and fills reservoirs supplying farmers and city dwellers.

