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Deadline for SB88 implementation looms
If you divert and use water
from a surface water source
such as a lake, creek, stream,
or river, OR you divert water
from a subterranean stream that
flows in a known and definite
channel, California law requires
you to report your diversion and
use to the State Water Board,
Division of Water Rights. Water
use reports are filed on an

annual basis and document
diversions made during the
prior calendar year.
If you’re diverting 10 acrefeet or more of non-exempt
surface water annually, you
should have answered ‘yes’ to
both questions. January 1, 2018
is the last deadline for the
installation of a measurement
device or method for water
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users in the “Small Diverter
Tier” (direct diversions or
diversion to storage between
10 and 100 acre-feet per
year).
California began requiring
water rights holders to file
Statements of Diversion and
Use for surface water
diversion in 1966. At the time,
there were many exceptions,
including
significant
exemptions for water users in
the Delta. Until Senate Bill X78 was signed into law in 2009,
the State Water Board had
limited jurisdiction and there
were no significant
consequences for failing to
(see SB88, page 5)
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California farmers continue to struggle
with employee shortages
Agricultural Labor Availability Survey Results—2017
Farmers in every growing seasonal harvest jobs, despite other efforts, California farm
region of California continue to increased recruiting efforts, employers have experienced
report difficulty hiring enough higher wages offered and other continued employee shortages,
and have continued to alter their
,employees to work in a variety incentives.
In an effort to better production practices in
of agricultural occupations—
including planting, cultivating understand the direct impacts response to the shortages,
and harvesting food and other and implications of the which stem in part from a lack
crops—according to a survey workforce shortages, CFBF of agricultural labor reform at
conducted by the California posted a brief, voluntary survey the federal level.
The survey respondents
Farm Bureau Federation. The on its website, www.cfbf.com,
survey, conducted during asking farmers to provide included farm employers
summer 2017, showed that 55 information about whether they growing a diverse range of
percent of responding farmers were experiencing employee crops and commodities across
had experienced employee shortages, the extent of the the state, including both laborshortages. Of those farmers shortages and how they had intensive crops and those that
who hire employees on a responded to any shortages do not require significant
Monday, December seasonal basis, 69 percent they experienced. Availability of employee involvement. A large
reported shortages of varying the survey was publicized in the majority of the respondents
4th - Opening General Sesdegrees. Problems have been weekly Farm Bureau grow tree fruit, winegrapes or
sion, Issue Breakout Sesmore acute among farmers newspaper, Ag Alert®, via nuts; respondents also included
sions, Industry Trade Show,
whose crops require the most email to Farm Bureau members growers of table grapes,
and Awards Banquet (All
intensive hand labor, such as and by individual county Farm vegetables, rice, wheat, corn,
members are invited and welBureaus.
hay and nursery crops, as well
tree fruits and grapes.
come to attend and particiIn all, 762 farmers and as dairy and livestock
The findings are consistent
pate)
with results from a similar 2012 ranchers throughout California producers.
Tuesday, December
survey conducted by CFBF, in responded to the survey.
5th - Delegate Session &
which over half of all Survey results showed that
Policy Development (Only
respondents
reported despite raising wages,
registered delegates are able
shortages. In 2017, farmers increasing benefits, converting
to participate in policy discusagain report that fewer potential to less laborintensive crops,
sion, but delegate session is
(see MEETING, page 4) employees are applying for investing in mechanization and

Available for all
your real estate needs.

99th Annual CFBF
Meeting is Dec. 3-6
Registration is now available online and through Butte
County Farm Bureau. Attendees can register for the entire
conference or the individual
sections you wish to participate in. We encourage all
members to come and participate in our Annual
Meeting events. Events Include: Sunday, December
3rd - YF&R Discussion
Meet, Industry Trade Show
and Welcome Reception
(You’re invited & welcome)
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USDA offers opportunities to help
California producers rebuild and
recover; assessments underway
The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) is targeting $4 million to help
farmers, ranchers, and forest land owners in California recover from the recent
wildfires. USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) will issue waivers for those interested in the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to enable recovery work
to begin immediately. This is one of several disaster assistance program available
through USDA to support recovery efforts
for individuals and communities.
NRCS will immediately begin accepting applications for its EQIP Catastrophic Fire Recovery fund pool to assist producers in covering the cost of
certain rehabilitation practices, such as
creating check dams in drainages, using
damaged trees to slow runoff, repairing
culvert systems, and planting tree seedlings. NRCS is waiving the standard
30-day application ranking period and
is accepting applications for this initial
fund pool through November 6, 2017.
“NRCS is committed to getting assistance out as soon as possible, and we
are cutting some red tape to allow people
to get to work immediately,” said Curtis
Tarver, NRCS California acting state
conservationist. “We encourage producers to visit their local USDA service
center to submit an application and work
with staff to begin recovery.”
NRCS is also offering technical and
educational assistance to fire-impacted
landowners faced with erosion and
flooding in a damaged watershed.
NRCS conservationists have expertise
in erosion, hydrophobic soils, and the
use of measures (such as sand bags,
mulching, etc.) to mitigate damage to the
landscape.
NRCS, Farm Service Agency (FSA),
and Risk Management Agency (RMA)
in California are planning to meet with
landowners, partners and other agencies to assess damages and discuss

technical and financial assistance. Public workshops will be scheduled once
the fires are contained.
FSA can help farmers and ranchers with a range of disaster assistance
including compensation for livestock
death and feed losses, risk coverage for
specialty crops, and repair of damage
to agricultural and private forest land.
For example, the FSA Emergency Conservation Program provides funding and
technical assistance to rehabilitate farmland damaged by natural disasters. One
of the helpful practices under this program
after a wildfire is fence restoration.
“FSA has a number of programs to
help wildfire-impacted producers get
back on their feet,” said Jacque
Johnson, Acting California FSA Executive Director. “I want to encourage
farmers and ranchers to contact their
local FSA office to find out about resources available to them.”
FSA’s suite of safety-net programs
to help producers recover from eligible
losses, includes:
• Livestock Indemnity Program;
• Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program; and
• Tree Assistance Program.
Additionally, producers located in
counties that receive a primary or contiguous disaster designation are eligible
for low-interest emergency loans to help
them recover from production and
physical losses.
Compensation is also available to
producers who purchased coverage
through the Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program, which protects
non-insurable crops (including native
grass for grazing) against natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop
losses or prevented planting.
Federal crop insurance protects
producers against losses due to natural
perils, such as wildfires. The program,

administered by RMA, offers several
plans for crops and livestock in California. Those who purchased Federal crop
insurance will be paid for covered
losses. Federal crop insurance benefits
not just our rural economy, but the financial strength of the nation, by helping
America’s farmers and ranchers overcome unexpected events and catastrophes. Producers with coverage should
contact their insurance agent for questions regarding claims.
USDA assists communities with rebuilding efforts following imminent hazards to life and property caused by natural disasters. Through the Emergency
Watershed Protection (EWP) Program,
NRCS works with local government
entities and Tribes in impacted counties
to remove debris, stabilize streambanks,
fix water control structures, among other
practices.
“EWP allows us to provide imme-

diate assistance to communities to mitigate potential hazards to life and property resulting from the fires,” said Tarver
with NRCS. “It is work we can do with
a local sponsor to help a damaged watershed channel water and mitigate erosion so that lives and property are protected and additional hardships are not
heaped upon the devastated community.”
With the high potential for winter
rains, burned areas are at greater risk
for erosion and mudflows and EWPtype services are key to preventing further damage. The program requires local government bodies or other sponsor to assist with on-the-ground work
including concrete barriers and debris
basins, mulching, straw wattles, and
other damage control measures.
For more information on available
NRCS, FSA or RMA assistance, contact a local field office, or visit
www.usda.gov

Support the folks who support

Farm Bureau!
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Officials confirm cow killed by wolves
The California Department
of Fish and Wildlife has confirmed the state's first gray wolf
kill since the species returned
to California in 2011.
The kill has prompted calls
from ranching advocates to allow management of wolves as
they become established in the
state and acquire a taste for
livestock. Gray wolves are protected under the state and federal Endangered Species Acts,
making it illegal to "take" the
animal, including hunting, pursuing, capturing or killing.
“Frustratingly, current California law provides ranchers
and CDFW very few tools for
deterring and managing
wolves,” California Cattlemen’s
Association President Dave
Daley said. “Under current law,
we have extremely limited options for protecting our livestock.”
The confirmed kill took
place on private land in western Lassen County, where a
rancher reported seeing five
wolves near a heifer's carcass.
Depredation was suspected
because the rancher reported
seeing the same heifer—a 600pound yearling—alive the previous evening, according to
CDFW.
State and federal wildlife
officials concluded the animal
was killed by a wolf because
the locations and extent of the
pre-mortem bite wounds were
consistent with that of a wolf
“It’s important for Californians
to understand the full implications of the wolf’s return,” California Farm Bureau Federation
President Paul Wenger said.
“CDFW has been more than
willing to notify the public when
it identifies a new pack or when
wolves have pups. People need

to recognize wolves not as cute
woodland creatures but as
predators that kill.”
CFBF and CCA have
sued the California Fish and
Game Commission to overturn its decision to list the gray
wolf as an endangered
species in California, which
would allow more flexibility in
wolf management attack.
The predator left physical
evidence near the carcass, including kick marks, wolf tracks
and disturbed ground consistent
with a struggle, the report said.
There were numerous premortem bite marks on the
animal's right front shoulder,
both rear flanks and legs.
Officials said they know the
predator was a wolf because of
the location and nature of the
bite marks, many of which were
more than an inch deep, the report noted.
Based on GPS-collar locations, CDFW said there is evidence that a wolf known as
LAS01F was at the carcass location for at least six hours the
night the cow died.
Although there has been no
other recent wolf depredation
in the area, officials said
"LAS01F and other members
of the Lassen Pack have repeatedly visited and/or fed on cow
carcasses in the same meadow/
pasture in recent weeks," citing
four other depredation investigations. A probable kill by the
Shasta Pack was reported in
2015.
Because of protections
gray wolves receive under state
and federal law, Noelle
Cremers, director of natural resources and commodities for
the California Farm Bureau
Federation, said there are limited options for ranchers to pro-

tect livestock.
The options allowed include the use of flags along
fence lines, which can deter
wolves for a limited time, she
said. Guard dogs can be effective, she noted, but they work

to protect their livestock, where
the Department of Fish and
Wildlife actually commits to
managing wolves."
Specifically, Cremers said
ranchers would like more flexibility in deterring and manag-

better for sheep than for cattle.
Having a range rider is recommended, she said, but they are
usually not present at night
when wolves most often prey
on livestock. Removing dead
livestock, which will attract
predators, also is helpful.
"Once wolves decide they
want to kill livestock, there's
very little that can be done," she
said.
Certain wolf packs, she
added, teach their young that
livestock is a good source of
food and those packs repeatedly depredate. Removing
those packs, she said, provides
the longest-lasting protection for
livestock.
"We expect wolves to kill,"
she said. "They're acting true to
their nature. What California
ranchers need is a better plan

ing wolves. She noted that under current law, ranchers are not
even allowed to chase away a
wolf with their vehicles if they
see one near their livestock.
But the state's wolf management plan emphasizes nonlethal methods for minimizing
livestock losses and says it
would evaluate delisting the species under the state ESA after
the wolf population reaches
eight breeding pairs for two successive years.
Cremers said the department should do more to inform
the public about wolf kills, not
just publicize when wolf packs
are identified, collared or have
pups.
"I want the public to recognize that wolves are not cute
creatures; they are predators
that kill," she said.

(MEETING, continued)
open for viewing to all members)
Wednesday, December 6th - Delegate Session
& Officer Elections (Only
registered delegates are able
to participate in policy discussion and elections, but
delegate session is open for
viewing to all members)
Hotel Accommodations
Hyatt Regency - Orange
County11999 Harbor Blvd
Garden Grove, CA 92840
Call: 714-750-1234 Discounted hotel prices of
$169/night Online Hotel
Reservations Room rates
are valid from November 30
- December 7, if you wish to
extend your stay Discounted rates only available until November 6,
2017
Discounted Disneyland
Tickets Available Special
Offer - Twilight Theme
Park TicketsAdmission to
either park after 4:00 pm Not available to the public
1-day, 1-park $79
1-day, Park Hopper $112
Single & Multi-Day
Ticket Options Available
For more information
please Email CFBF at
ktyler@cfbf.com Call us!
(916) 561-5591

From
SCFB

Happy
Holidays!
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Bill signed so CA agencies but CA products
A bill was signed by
Governor Jerry Brown
requireingstate agencies and
institutions to purchase California grown agricultural
products if the price is no
more than five percent higher
than outside products. The
bill was introduced by Assembly Member Anna Ca-

(SB88, continued)
comply and no incentive for
water rights holders to report
their diversions. Senate Bill X78 introduced civil liability to
persons failing to file or
misrepresenting their diversion,
gave jurisdiction to the State
Water Board to impose
penalties, and removed many
exemptions. The regulations for
monitoring (i.e. measuring)
under SB X7-8 were vague,
and allowed water rights
holders to claim a measurement
device to be “not locally cost
effective”, a term which was not
specifically defined in the bill
text. “Not locally cost effective”
was interpreted broadly. As a
result, many diverters claimed
this exemption and reported an
estimated monthly value of
water use on their Statement of
Diversion and Use. In 2016,
Senate Bill 88 was signed into
law and established specific
guidelines for the measurement
of diversions, removed the “not
locally cost effective”
exemption, and assigned
deadlines for compliance.
In reaction to the adoption
of SB X7-8, many water users
who had not submitted
Statements “got legal”.
According to former Delta
Watermaster Craig Wilson, in
2009, about 10,000 Statements
were on file; only 250 of which

ballero of Salinas.
School districts would be
required to purchase California
grown products so long as they
didn’t cost any more than outside products. California farmers have significantly higher
costs of production due to
California’s stringent regulations and our state should sup-

port our farmers and farm employees by purchasing products
from farmers meeting those high
regulatory standards.
Farm Bureau was in support of the measure.

were from diverters in the
Delta. In 2010-2011, about
6,700 new Statements were
filed, including over 2,000 from
the Delta alone. I expect the
adoption of SB88 will produce
a similar influx of new
Statements. New Statements,
referred to as “Initial
Statements” generally come
from riparian users who have an
understanding of their right to
divert water under riparian
doctrine, but are not familiar
with the processes required to
lawfully utilize the right. Some
riparian users are slow to claim
their right until a change in
policy threatens their operation.
Ripariant water users who have
not already done so, should
consult with a water right expert
before submitting an Initial
Statement of Diversion and
Use to the State Water Board.
Submitting an Initial Statement
will establish your claim in the
State Water Boards water
rights management database
(“eWRIMS”), but it will not
confirm the claim or grant a
right.
Do SB88 requirements
apply to your diversion? Unless
your diversion is under 10 acrefeet per year or fits within into
one of a few uncommon
scenarios, the answer is ‘Yes’.
If you are diverting water, but
have not submitted an Initial
Statement, you are out of

compliance with both SB88
and California Water Code.
Failing to file Statements can
result in a fine of $1,000 plus
$500 for each day the violation
continues if not corrected within
30 days of notification of the
violation. Failure to comply with
SB88 can result in additional
fines of up to $500 per day for
each day the violation occurs.
If you have filed an Initial
Statement and are not yet in
compliance with SB88, you
may still be able to have a
request for additional time
approved, and should act
quickly to meet compliance. If
you do not have a claim on file
with the State Water Board,
you should consider having a
measurement device or method
installed/implemented and
certified so that you meet SB88
requirements prior to Initial
Statement submittal.
More information about
Senate Bill 88 can be found on
the State Water Resources
Control Board website (https:/
/goo.gl/bMttgy). Keep in mind
that to meet SB88
requirements, even straightforward compliance methods
such as installing a flow meter
must be done per manufacturer
specifications, the instrument
must properly calibrated, and
the method must be certified by
a qualified individual.

Solano County Farm Bureau

Business

Directory

Ag Equipment/Service
Button Transportation ............................. (707)678-2377
Garton Tractor ........................................ (707)425-9545
Gates Ranch/Custom Cutting & Wrap.. ... (707)448-3867
Green Valley Tractor ............................... (707)425-8933
Holt of CA ............................................. (707)396-3000
Sterling May Equipment Co ................... (916) 791-1578
Wilkinson International ............................ (530)662-7373
Auto Dealers/Parts/Services
Able Chevrolet Pontiac Buick ................. (707)374-6317
Contractors
Oak Plumbing… .................................... (707) 447-4384
Farms & Ranches
Bluegreen Farms LLC .......................... (631)-459-6778
Johnson Farms ....................................... (408)926-3133
Farm & Feed Supply
Higby’s ................................................... (707)678-9007
Financial
Bank of Rio Vista ................................... (707)374-5711
First Northern Bank of Dixon .................. (707)678-4422
Farm Credit West (Woodland) ................ (530)666-3333
Travis Credit Union ................................. (707)469-1632
Insurance
Rohwer Insurance Agency ...................... (707)678-9216
Professional Services
Archer & Ficklin-Comm Brokerage ........ (707)678-1092
Blankinship Assoc. Envir Consult ............ (530)757-0941
P G & E ................................................. (707)423-2443
Reynolds Law LLP ................................. (707)425-1255
Vacaville Chamber of Commerce ............ (707)448-6424
SMUD ................................................... (916)732-6088
Propane/ Petroleum
Allied Propane ........................................ (707)678-8500
Sheldon Gas Co ..................................... (707)425-2951
Real Estate
Bouzos Properties .................................. (510)772-2435
California Outdoor Properties ................ (707) 469-0112
Ron Stevenson – Century 21 .................. (530)681-1092
ire Sales / Service
Les Schwab Vacaville ............................. (707)447-4384
Reliable Tire Service ............................... (916)372-6675

Support the SCFB
business members
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It’s turkey time
Thanksgiving is
weeks away, but it
is a busy time for
commercial turkey
producers. They
are in full harvest of
turkeys destined
for roasting pans
this holiday season.
The
seasonal
slaughter rates for
turkey remain fairly
steady all year, but
beginning in October those rates rise over
the six to eight weeks ahead of Thanksgiving.
Frozen birds sold whole for Thanksgiving can be produced anytime during
the year and accumulate in cold storage
ahead of Thanksgiving. Fresh birds, however, have a much shorter shelf life and
so the timing of placements and hatching
becomes all the more critical to reach the
market at just the right time. A turkey
egg incubates for 28 days and then the
chick is placed into a grow-out facility
where it grows to slaughter weight. Hens
take about 12 to 14 weeks to reach a
live weight of 15 to 20 pounds, which will
dress out at a 12- to 16-pound whole

turkey. The highly seasonal nature of turkey consumption drives the seasonality of
every other statistic related to production.
Turkey placements have been up this
year, and much higher than seasonal trends
would suggest in the first quarter of 2017.
Further, cold storage values have been consistently between 10 and 17 percent higher
than last year. Some of that build-up could
be related to the surge in turkey exports seen
this year. Year-to-date (data through July)
turkey exports are up 10 percent, with large
gains seen in Mexico and Canada. Imports
have been sluggish so far this year, running
48 percent below year-to-date. Canada
and Chile are the largest shippers to the U.S.
Combined, they’ve shipped 14.7 million
pounds less of ready-to-cook turkey to the
U.S. so far this year. In contrast, Mexico
has bought 28.5 million pounds more turkey than last year through the first seven
months of the year. Mexico handily buys
more than 50 percent of U.S. annual turkey exports.
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Planning for the future of the farm: Land As Your Legacy
According to U.S. census
data, the average age of a
farmer is 57. While few are
planning to retire at that time,
farmers and ranchers should
begin thinking about how they
would like to live in retirement
and how that can be achieved.
Financial planning can be
intimidating, so here are some
things to consider as you begin
to think about the retirement in
your future and what that
means to your farm.
• Knowing how much money
is enough. Considering the
rising cost of living, increased
health care costs and possible
decreases in Social Security
benefits, farmers and ranchers
can see a lower standard of
living in retirement. Realistic
and effective financial planning
can help solve for these issues
and lead to a more secure
lifestyle in retirement and peace
of mind. Keep these principles
in mind: spend less than you
make, budget to save at least
10% of your net income,
manage credit wisely, pay
yourself first and avoid
procrastination.
• Plans and portfolio. One of
the best and most efficient
ways of acquiring wealth is to

take advantage of retirement
plans established under IRS
regulations for the selfemployed. They include IRAs,
Keogh Plans and Simplified
Employee Pensions (SEPs).
Beyond a single plan, consider
creating a diverse portfolio of
investment assets. The key is to
start early and invest
continuously at a level of risk
that is appropriate to your
situation.
• Land and equipment.
Determine your plan for your
land and equipment. Farmers
and ranchers may want to sell
these assets in order to generate
income or they may go to the
next generation of owner/
operator. Each option has many
considerations including taxes
and more planning in the form
of business succession
planning.
• Renting or selling out. If
you consider renting your land
and operation you should create
a plan to transition from an
operating farm or ranch to an
income-producing investment.
This also comes with additional
considerations like determining
how much rental income will be
needed to fund retirement and

estate planning for the
extended future of your
business and assets. When
selling, the best way to
determine the farm or ranch’s
value may be to get an
appraisal based on the amount
of acreage, the value of
machinery or equipment in the
operation and the crop or
livestock the farm is able to
send to market. The appraiser
might help pinpoint problems
that could negatively affect the
property’s value and may
suggest changes to improve
the operation and its overall
value. Be sure to keep your
files in good order, such as tax
returns, licenses, permits and
employee records.
Lastly, it’s important to
enlist the help of qualified
professionals who don’t have
a stake in final decisions.
Qualified professionals may
include your banker, your
accountant, your personal
attorney or a financial or estate
planner. If you would like to
help in finding a qualified
professional to speak with,
®
contact the Nationwide Land
®
As Your Legacy team at
LAYL@nationwide,com or
toll-free at 1-855-529-2729.

T FARM
FACT S
Botanically, the kiwifruit is a
berry. A ripe kiwi fruit can last
in the refrigerator for 1-2
weeks. Kiwifruit slices can
be used as a natural meat
tenderizer, and it has twice the
vitamin C of an orange. California produces around 98%
of the kiwifruit grown in the
U.S. New Zealand developed a gold version - the
same size but it is not fuzzy
on the outside and yellow on
the inside.

Ford, Lincoln provide discounts
to Farm Bureau members
Farm Bureau members in California can qualify for discounts when buying Ford trucks, cars and SUVs, and Lincoln luxury vehicles. The California Farm Bureau Federation
and the Ford Motor Company have partnered to offer California members a new benefit, which offers $500 Bonus Cash
toward the purchase or lease of an eligible new 2017/2018
Ford vehicle, and $750 toward the purchase or lease of an
eligible new 2017/2018 Lincoln vehicle.
“We’re excited to offer this new benefit to Farm Bureau
members,” CFBF President Paul Wenger said. “The Ford F150 has been the nation’s best-selling truck for 40 years and
a key part of many farm and ranch operations. With the Farm
Bureau discount, a full range of Ford and Lincoln vehicles will
become even more of a good deal.”
To qualify for the Ford member benefit, you must be an
eligible member of a county Farm Bureau in California for at
least 30 consecutive days and must show proof of membership. Farm Bureau members may download and print a Ford
or Lincoln program certificate from fordspecialoffer.com/
farmbureau/ca or lincolnspecialoffer.com/farmbureau/ca. To
print the certificate, members must enter their Farm Bureau
membership number and primary ZIP code. The certificate
should be provided to a local Ford or Lincoln dealer before
beginning the vehicle purchase process.
“Ford Motor Company remains dedicated to expanding
our Farm Bureau association and we are extremely pleased
to include the California Farm Bureau,” said Kevin Cour, director of U.S. retail operations for Ford. “Ford continues to
support the ever-important sector of agriculture and farming,
to help this vital group of hard-working Americans get equipment that works as hard as they do to feed the nation and the
world.”
For more information on the Ford and Lincoln membership benefit, visit the CFBF website at www.cfbf.com/member-benefits and select the Vehicle Discounts and Rentals link.
The California Farm Bureau Federation works to protect
family farms and ranches on behalf of more than 48,000 members statewide and as part of a nationwide network of more
than 6.2 million Farm Bureau members.
Ford Motor Co., based in Dearborn, Mich., designs,
manufactures, markets and services a full line of Ford cars,
trucks, SUVs, electrified vehicles and Lincoln luxury vehicles,
provides financial services through Ford Motor Credit Co.
and is pursuing leadership positions in electrification, autonomous vehicles and mobility solutions. For more information,
see www.corporate.ford.com.
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Almond Conference offers education sessions
Each year, The Almond Conference promises networking opportunities, the latest information related to growing almonds and research findings, industry trends, and a trade show
with close to 300 exhibitors showcasing the latest and greatest technologies – and this year will
prove to offer just that and more!
The Conference and trade show will be held Dec. 5-7 at the Sacramento Convention
Center. An overview of the agenda can be found on AlmondConference.com. The agenda
illustrates more than 50 educational sessions focusing on production research, marketing, food
safety, regulatory issues and other key areas of almond production. Here is a sneak peak of
some sessions that will be featured at the three-day event:
• Tools for Better Irrigation
• Almond Biomass – The Real, Weird and Wonderful Opportunities for Greater Utilization
• Produce Safety Rule for “Farms” – How to Comply and What About the Grower Exemption?
• Investing Across the Globe
• What You Should Consider Before You Grow
Aside from an intense line-up of educational sessions, this year’s Conference will include
special guest’s you won’t want to miss!
General Session Keynote Speaker
Daniel Lubetsky, founder and CEO of KIND Snacks, will be speaking with conference
participants about the journey his company has been traveling in the development of nutritious
KIND Bars and the importance of almonds as a healthy snack food in American diets. Mr.
Lubetsky will address the conference at the opening plenary session at 8:00 a.m. on Dec. 6.
Featured Speaker, Steve Forbes
Steve Forbes, Editor-In-Chief of Forbes and two-time presidential candidate, is using his
media platform to drive awareness and networking in the Ag Tech sector by bringing together
the innovators from Silicon Valley and the Salinas and Central Valleys. For three years running,
his company has organized the Ag Tech Summit in Salinas, which serves as a melting pot for
innovative ideas and individuals. Steve has also traveled the world meeting with companies
and governments concerning water use efficiency and agricultural policy that can drive higher
productivity to feed the world’s swelling population. Following his luncheon presentation, Mr.
Forbes will be available for a book signing. Steve Forbes will speak at Wednesday’s luncheon
on Dec. 6. Tickets for this luncheon may be purchased at AlmondConference.com
The annual Gala Dinner is always a fun way to close out The Almond Conference! This
year’s event, Dec. 7, will feature a social hour, dinner, live auction benefitting the California
FFA Foundation and a short program recognizing industry leadership.
Following the program, “The Futurist” Adam Trent will wow attendees with his skill, personality and humor. Returning to his roots as a solo headliner, “The Futurist” will bring his best
acts from the Broadway show The Illusionists, along with never-before seen material. Trent’s
performance promises to be an immersive entertainment extravaganza of magic, comedy and
music that’s perfect for the entire audience. According to the New York Theater Guide, Adam
Trent is “so amazing, it’s hard to put into words. Your eyes will deceive you, your heartbeat will
race, and your mind will be blown!”
Rounding out the night, cover band, Apple Z, will hit the stage. Voted the “Best Cover
Band” in Sacramento for the past three years (SAMMIES - Sacramento Area Music Awards),
Apple Z is sure to get you on your feet! Sporting a roster of seasoned musical veterans from
every genre yet known, Apple Z is making friends and getting folks off their seat and onto the
dance floor for a night they won’t forget! Tickets to the Gala Dinner may be purchased at
Almond Conference.com
Registration for The Almond Conference is free and open to anyone in the almond industry. To register, please visit AlmondConference.com. We look forward to seeing everyone in
December in Sacramento!

SCFB
Cookin’
Corner
Uncle John’s Beef Stew
2 pounds cubed beef stew meat
3 tablespoons vegetable oil
4 cubes beef bouillon, crumbled
4 cups water
1 teaspoon dried rosemary
1 teaspoon dried parsley
1/2 tsp ground black pepper
3 large potatoes,
peeled, cubed
4 carrots,
cut into 1 inch pieces
1 large onion, chopped
4 stalks celery,
cut to 1 inch pieces
2 teaspoons cornstarch
2 teaspoons cold water

In a large pot or dutch oven, cook beef in oil over medium heat until brown. Dissolve bouillon in water and pour
into pot. Stir in rosemary, parsley and pepper. Bring to a boil,
then reduce heat, cover and simmer 1 hour.
Stir potatoes, carrots, celery, and onion into the pot. Dissolve cornstarch in 2 teaspoons cold water and stir into stew.
Cover and simmer 1 hour more.

T FARM FACT S
In 1962, a California produce dealer began importing New
Zealand gooseberries to satisfy a lone shopper. The dealer
renamed the product “kiwifruit” By the late 1960s, California
began producing its own kiwifruit in the Delano and Gridley
areas.
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Funding available for 2018
EQIP
Attention growers!
Funding opportunities are
available for projects on your
farm or ranch that conserve
water, build soil health, establish wildlife habitat, improve rangeland conditions,
or protect water quality.
Start a farm conservation
plan now to increase irrigation efficiency, provide clean
water sources to livestock,
or assess your crop’s nutrient management plan. Call us
to see if your project qualifies for funding!
Now is the time to begin
your conservation plan and
apply for funding. Applications are accepted at any
time. To be considered for
the first round of funding in
2018, please submit applications by December 8,
2017. Applications received
after December 8 may not
be considered until later
funding rounds.
Funding is provided
through the Natural Resources Conservation Service, from the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). The money
comes from the Federal
Farm Bill.
For more information or
to apply, Solano County
growers should contact the
Vacaville NRCS Field Office
at 810 Vaca Valley Parkway,
Suite 104, or call 707-4480106 extension 3. For more
information on NRCS programs,
visit
www.ca.nrcs.usda.gov.
Apply as soon as possible for the emergency funding, the first evaluation date
will be November 6.
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USDA Offering $5 Million in Farm to School Grants
The Department of Agriculture is offering $5 million in
grants to schools through the
USDA Farm to School Program. The program has been
awarding grants to schools and
communities since 2013. Farm
to School refers to efforts that
bring locally or regionally produced foods into school cafeterias.
USDA says that also includes hands-on learning activities such as school gardening, farm visits, and culinary
classes, and the integration of
food-related education into
the regular, standards-based
classroom curriculum.
Schools, Native American

Did you miss
National
Pumpkin Day?
If you missed National
Pumpkin Day on October
26th, don’t fret, you can still
have some pumpkin pie at
Thanksgiving.
Scientists believe that
pumpkins originated in North
America about 9,000 years
ago. Today, we recognize this
autumn decoration and food
in a variety of recipes, competitions, and festivals.
Within recent years, white
pumpkins have become more
popular in the United States.
The United States produces
1.5 billion pounds of pumpkins,
with Illinois producing more
than any other state.

tribes, farmers and other organizations may be eligible to
apply for up to $100,000 for
planning, implementing or
training on the farm to school

programs.
Applications are due by
December 8th, 2017. Application information is available
online at www.fns.usda.gov.

AG
LAND

Investment Brokers
www.aglandbrokers.com

Northern California Agriculture
Real Estate Specialists
Thomes Creek Range Land
Paskenta, California

231 +/- acres of winter range on the (S) bank of Thomes Creek, a year
round creek. Improvements include barn, corral, reservoir, spring &
perimeter fencing. Nicely suited for winter livestock ranch, paved
county road access.
NEW - $395,200

Orchard Potential (N) of Stoney Creek
1,960 AC, land suitable for almonds, pistachios, olives, walnuts or
prunes. Six deep irrigation wells test pumped in 2015, combined
yield estimated at 10,200 GPM. A unique opportunity remove the
Eucalyptus & plant orchards typical to Tehama Co. $16,562,000

Bert Owens

Sam Mudd

Broker/Owner
Cell: 530-524-4900

Broker/Owner
Cell: 530- 949-4054

CA Lic. # 01707128

Attention Farm Bureau members:
receive a 50% discount off first office visit fee.

530-529-4400

CA Lic. # 01710463

275 Sale Lane • Red Bluff
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If you see farm
equipment
moving on the
roads...
give them a
brake!
Now that’s home work!
Processing tomatoes have been a big part of Solano County agriculture for many years. In fact, for 2016, it was the fourth largest
crop with a value of nearly $34 million. However, looking in the
pantry and finding these tomatoes is, well, priceless!

w We specialize in buying
and selling the finest
recreational, hunting, fishing,
equestrian, farm and
ranch properties.

Todd Renfrew
Office: (707)455-4449
Cell: (707)365-5064
Fax: (707)455-0455
Todd@caoutdoorproperties.com
CaliforniaOutdoorProperties.com

Solano
Farm
Bureau

