Local Administrator
Responsibilities
Bridgette Lester

Alcoholic Beverage Laws
The alcoholic beverage laws are some of the
most difficult statutes to understand. Former
Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Charles M.
Leibson once described the alcoholic beverage
statutes as a “maze of obscure statutory
language,” which were “confusing at best,”
and whose meaning was “anybody’s guess.”
Howard v. Salyer, 695 S.W.2d 420, 427 (Ky.
1985)(J. Leibson dissenting opinion).
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The Kentucky Alcoholic Beverage
Control Board
Who serves?

What are the Board’s responsibilities?

Kentucky ABC Board Members:
Chairman, Commissioner Christy Trout
Trina Summers, Distilled Spirits Administrator
Carol Beth Martin, Malt Beverage Administrator
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The Duties of the ABC Board
The Board administers statutes relating to alcohol
sales and regulates traffic in alcoholic beverages.
Distilled spirits unit administers laws relating to
traffic in distilled spirits and wine.
Malt beverage unit administers laws relating to traffic
in malt beverages.

Functions of the ABC Board
Promulgate regulations relative to licensing,
supervision and control of use, manufacture, sale,
transportation, storage, advertising, and trafficking of
alcoholic beverages.
Limit the number of licenses to be issued.
Hold hearings due to infractions of alcohol laws and
regulations.
Conduct hearings and appeals and render final orders,
levee fines and disciplinary actions.

3

Functions of Board, cont.
Destroy evidence after all hearings are conducted.
Suspend, revoke, or cancel any ABC license.
Prohibit issuance of a license for a premise in
violation of Kentucky Statute.
Suspend a license for any cause for which the board
is authorized.
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Administrator Defined
Definition (new from HB 183 in KRS 241.010
(36) “Local administrator” means a city
alcoholic beverage administrator, county
alcoholic beverage administrator, or urbancounty alcoholic beverage control
administrator.

Local Administrators
How are they chosen?
What are their duties?
What are the qualifications?
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County ABC Administrators
County Judge Executive shall serve unless he/she
declines.
A person may be appointed by the Judge Executive.
This person must take oath and execute bond in the
sum of not less than $1,000. Bond repealed in HB183
KRS 241.140 states that if any city appoints its own
administrator under KRS 241.170, the county administrator in
that county shall have jurisdiction over only that portion of the
county which lies outside the corporate limits of that city,
unless the department determines that the city does not have an
adequate police force of its own or under KRS 7-.540, 70.150,
70.160, & 70.170.

City ABC Administrators
Cities of 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th class cities in which
alcoholic beverages are permitted shall have city
ABC administrators.
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First Class Cities
City ABC Administrator is appointed by the Mayor.
Administrator may inspect any premise where

alcohol beverages are manufactured, sold,
stored, trafficked in without obtaining a search
warrant.

City ABC Administrators in
2nd, 3rd, and 4th Class Cities
Appointed by City Manager if there is one.
If not, the appointment shall be made by the Mayor.
Administrator may inspect any premise where alcohol
beverages are manufactured, sold, stored, trafficked in without
obtaining a search warrant.
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All ABC Administrators
No person shall be an ABC Administrator or
investigator who would be disqualified to serve as a
member of the board.
Each Administrator shall take the Oath (Sect. 228 of
the Constitution)
Each Administrator shall execute a bond with a good
corporate surety in the sum of not less than $1,000.Repealed with HB 183
Administrator shall immediately notify the board in
writing of appointment.

All ABC Administrators, cont.
Have the same functions of the board with respect to
local licenses and regulations; except they cannot
limit the number of license to be issued.
No regulation adopted by the Administrator shall be
less stringent than regulations of the board.
Appeals from the orders of the administrator may be
taken to the board by filing certified copies of the
orders within 30 days.
If administrator denies an application, send the letter
to the applicant, not the department.
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ABC License Application
What is the process?
What are the local responsibilities?
How do the local and state administrators
collaborate?

Applicant must publish a
notice of intent to apply for license under
KRS 243.030 and 243.040
Any person, corporation, or partnership applying for
a license must advertise by publication his intention
to apply for the license.
This advertisement must be in the newspaper at least
once.
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Information required for notice:
Name and address of applicant
Specific location of the premise and type of license
being requested
Date the application will be filed
Must include the following statement:
“Any person association, corporation, or body politic
may protest the granting of the license by writing the
Department of Alcoholic Beverages, 1003 Twilight
Trail, Frankfort, Ky. 40601, within 30 days of the
date of legal publication.”

Protest
Any protest received after the 30 day period has
expired and shall not be considered a valid legal
protest by the board.
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License Application Process
Different applications are used for different types of
alcohol licenses. Applicant fills out relevant
application. All the applications can be downloaded
from http://abc.ky.gov. or you can now apply online.
With few exceptions all licenses you apply for are
covered by the Basic Application or Temporary
Alcohol Application.

License Process, cont.
Applicants must attach copies of statewide police
criminal background checks from all states where
they resided during the past (5) years. (KY may be up
to 6 months old; Out of State up to 12 months old)
Most applications are not approved before an ABC
officer completes a field inspection of the premises to
be licensed

11

Application Approval
Applications for county or city license must first be
approved by the county or city administrator before
applying for a state license. Repealed HB183.
Applications are still required to have local approval
if it’s a license that can be issued by a City or County
per KRS 243.070 or KRS 243.060 (note these are different).
All applications should be reviewed for errors and
incomplete answers before forwarding to the state.
Applications must be completely filled out.

Securing License FAQ
How long does it take to secure a state liquor license?
A minimum of 30 days due to the protest period
(unless the same type license has been issued at the
premise within the last year. The State
administrators have the discretion to issue
conditionally before the 30 day period has expired.
If the application is correct and complete when
received by the state, processing will naturally be
faster.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Who may not receive a license?
What are causes for refusal?
KRS 243.450 –License shall be refused:
If applicant does not comply fully with all ABC
Statutes and regulations of board;
If applicant or premises does not comply with all
regulations of city or county administrator;
If applicant has done any act for which a revocation
of license would be authorized; or
If applicant has made any false material statement on
his application.
If local administrator approval is not obtained.

Causes for refusal, cont.
KRS 243.490. A license that might be issued under
KRS 243.020 to 243.670 may be refused by a state
administrator for any reason which administrator
deems sufficient. Factors may include:
–
–
–
–
–
–

Public sentiment in the area;
number of licensed outlets in the area;
Potential for future growth
Type of area involved;
Type of transportation available;
Financial potential of the area.

13

Frequently Asked Questions
Will the applicant be notified in writing that they
have been denied a license?
YES
How long do they have to request a refund when
denied?
– If there is no appeal, they may request a refund in
writing immediately.

Other Administrator
Responsibilities
Processing of applications is ongoing through
the year (new applications & Temporary
Applications)
Learning/knowing KRS 241-244 & your local
alcohol ordinance
Collection of Regulatory Fees (if applicable to
your jurisdiction)
Compliance Checks of licensed premises
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Administrator Responsibilities
Cont’d
Hearing Officer (Ordinance Authorizing Local
Enforcement Procedures and Penalties.)

Education of applicants, licensees, and
community
Eyes and ears in your community for the State
ABC Board.

Any Questions?
Contact Info:
Bridgette Lester
City of Danville
859-936-6840 Email: blester@danvilleky.org
Cell: 859-319-7948
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