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Reporting Solutions for Financial Data

“Out of the Box” 
reports are not useful 

or are limited

Not 
formatted 
correctly

Difficult to 
update

Reporting Tools require 
more IT resources 

(report writing) 

Ad Hoc Reports 
Needed

Specific to 
business

Needed 
frequently

High Value to 
Management



Reports 
Needed

Financial Statements

Single Audit

Budget-to-Actual Variances

Management Reports

Popular Annual Report



Driving Factors for 
Montgomery County

• BI refreshes daily

• Need for real-time data for analysis and 
management reporting

• Exports are not “report” ready and 
often needs reformatting

• FSG Reports:

• Difficult to update “on the fly”

• BI Publisher needed to be “print ready”

• XML to FS Mapping knowledge needed

• Less dependency on IT

• Training

• Leveraging already strong Excel skillset 
of Accountants

• Decreases training time



Products 

Oracle Product

EIS

GL Wand



What is GL 
Wand?

• Excel based solution for Oracle ebusiness Suite 
Users

• Financial Reporting Tool 

• Real-time 

• Launched within Oracle using current username 
and password

• Excel4apps Responsibility within Oracle

• Launches 

• Additional ribbons in toolbar for Excel

• No installation requirements on client side (little 
support/maintenance from IT)



Getting 
Started

Created a new roll up series in Oracle

• Allowed for Budget and Finance rollups to be 
different

• FIN Rollups based on financial statement 
presentation

Installation of GL Wand from IT

Testing and Validation from FIN

Created replica of prior year financial 
statements in GL Wand using roll-ups

• Allowed for County to analyze statements for 
completeness and accuracy 

• Allowed for review of FIN rollups for consistency



Features of 
GL Wand

Create reports needed easily

Automatic Drill-to-Detail functionality for GL and 
Oracle sub-ledgers (A/R, A/P)

Once designed – any report can be refreshed with 
current data. 

Automatic $1.00 rounding function. 

Budget-to-Actual Reporting with all encumbrance 
types (Commitment, Invoice, and Obligation)

Snapshot Function – freezes data to values for 
report distribution. 



Accessing GL Wand

• Single Sign On

• Oracle Application



Responsibility



Completed 
Report 



Get Balance 
Function

• Columns – Usually Fund, Period, 
Balance Type

• Rows – Accounts or Account Roll-ups

• Referencing – Relative vs. Absolute

• Fund, Period, Budget, Balance Type 
should be referenced to one cell

• Copy and Paste



Get Balance 
Function Wizard



Get Balance 
Function



Excel4Apps Ribbon

• Functions -

• Snapshot -

• Upgrade Workbook -

• Shared Templates -

• Options -

• About -

• Help -

• Community -



Drill Down 
Function



Drill Down 
Function



Converts FSG 
Reports to 
GL Wand



What’s Next?

Options are Limitless!

•Using for management reports

• Interim Financial Statements

•Fund Balance Projections

•Monthly Profit/Loss Statements 
for Enterprise Funds

Need to create report 
depository site of reports 

created



Lessons 
Learned

• Specific to General Ledger 

• Reports for other 
modules (AR, AP, Etc.) 
not robust

• Set up of reports are key

• Referencing outside 
the cell, versus within 
cell 

• Allows for quicker 
updates and 
changes

• More flexibility



Other Applications

Spreadsheet 
Server (Global 

Software)
Splash BI

Replicate 
(DBVisit) 

Orbit 
Reporting and 

Analytics


