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Sleeping Beauty offers a
modern twist to classic panto
Plenty of
opportunity
for audience
participation, writes
Diana Smith

T

here are certain key
ingredients we expect
from the perfect panto and
Sleeping Beauty certainly
doesn’t disappoint. We have the
evil queen to boo at, silly songs,
flashes and slapstick – and, of
course, a cheeky dame with a
series of increasingly ridiculous
outfits.
Yet the extravaganza at The
Maltings this Christmas season
does break from tradition and
provides a modern twist to the
classic fairytale.
For a start, Beauty (Mairi-Clare
Brogan) is a tad sassier than your
average pantomime princess
and her prince (Ben Kerr) is a
proper man and not another girl
thinly disguised in thigh high
boots (although he does wear
tights). Then there’s the Glee style
remixing of popular pop songs
such as ‘Just The WAy You Are,’
and ‘My Life Would Suck Without
You’ the most spectacular of
which is the act one finale ‘Light
Up.’
My family went to see the show
at the weekend and the children
were in fits of giggles when Nurse
Nancy (the hilarious Morgan
Brind) and silly sidekick Mervin
(Alan Bowles) attempted to
decorate Princess Rose’s nursery
and were covered in wallpaper
paste. They were mesmerised
when Prince Vince battled his
way in darkness through the 100year-old weeds, fighting some
not-so-scary- dancing fluorescent
bugs. And I was extremely
impressed by the cast’s ability to
keep up with the actions to the
complicated song.
There was plenty of
opportunity for the customary
audience participation too – and
not all of it welcomed (look out
for Nurse Nancy’s water pistol)
and lots of in-jokes to keep the
mums and dads amused.
Musical numbers were belted
out by the performers and
accompanied by some funky
dance moves. Louise Grantham
sparkled as the good fairy ‘Fairy
Lights’ while Natalie Ball revelled
in her role as the wicked sister
Carabosse. Playing her faithful
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Mince Pies
& Music the
perfect combo
LAST week, on Tuesday December

13, The Henry Travers Studio rang
with the sound of singing.
The 31 strong Berwick Community
Choir presented their ever-popular
Christmas concert, ‘Mince Pies and
Music’. It proved to be so popular
that tickets were sold out many
weeks before the event with a
waiting list, meaning that even choir
members were unable to obtain seats
for their own families! The audience
clearly enjoyed the wide range
of music from swing, rock, blues
through to modern ‘classical’ pieces
and more, covering every aspect of
the season.
If you enjoy singing, why don’t
you join the choir? This group was
set up over 10 years ago to cater
for people who just like to sing.
There are no auditions, no standards
to reach, no need to read music.
Members ages range from early 20s
to 90+ and the choir sing every type
of music you can think of! They now
rehearse in The Pavilion (Scout Hall)
on Palace Green each Monday at
7.30pm and start again on January 9.

Snow doesn’t
stop play for
Arts Choir
there’s so far been no repeat of

last year’s heavy snowfall which
meant that, unlike 12 months ago,
Berwick Arts Choir were able to
stage their festive concert earlier
this month,
The concert featured the
Christmas Oratorio by Saint-Saens
and four Christmas motets by
Poulenc. The spring concert is
to be on April 28, 2012, and the
choir begin rehearsing again on
January 5.

Watch It’s A
Wonderful Life
at The Maltings
TONIGHT, Thursday 22 December

The cast of Sleeping Beauty on stage at the Maltings. Nurse Nancy Nightly Morgan Brind, King Terry of Tweedmouth Peter Kenworthy and Mervin the Magician Alan Bowles.

bulldog servant was Ross Graham,
who doubled up as St John the
Dragon, and King Terry (Peter
Kenworthy) tried in vain to keep
order but even he had to succumb
to the silliness in the end. Joining
them on stage were a talented

bunch of youngsters who coped
brilliantly with the routines but
the biggest star of them all had to
be Ned - the plastic horse.
The Derbyshire-based company
behind the production is Little
Wolf Entertainment and its cast

and crew decamped to Berwick
for the first time last year with
Aladdin. They choose to spend
their Christmas and New Year
in the town because they love
it so much and, judging by the
audience’s reaction on Saturday,

the feeling is mutual. The
pantomime is written especially
for the local audience by Morgan,
who plays Nancy, and co-produced
with the - not so stupid after all
then - Alan (aka Mervin), also
the choreographer. But it’s no

small town production with
clever lighting, elaborate sets
and magnificent costumes
combining to make a truly
flamboyant show.
*Sleeping Beauty runs until
December 29 at The Maltings.

at 7.30pm, The Maltings Theatre
& Cinema will screen the classic
Christmas film ‘It’s A Wonderful
Life’ in honour of the film’s 65th
anniversary.
The film, produced and directed by
Frank Capra and baed on novel ‘The
Greatest Gift’, will be screened in the
Henry Travers Studio.
It was named in honour of the
Berwick actor who is most famous
for his role in this film as the
guardian angel Clarence.
Tickets are still available for £5.

Robbie and his Killer Cats aim to have
you feline fine at New Year’s Eve party
by Simon

Duke

i

f you haven’t yet made any firm
plans for New Year’s Eve, a band
fronted by a Reston man are inviting
you to bid farewell to 2011 and
welcome in 2012 in true rock ‘n’ roll
style.
Robbie Reay & The Killer Cats have
been performing for a while now
under a number of guises but it was a
performance at The Barrels in front of
a group of celebrating students that
prompted them to change gears and
take on their new identity.
Lead singer Paul aka Robbie
explained: “We’d been booked to do
an acoustic set which which we’d just
started when a rather rowdy group
of students came in; I think they
must have broken up for summer or
finished the exams or something.
“Anyway we quickly realised that
they were here to party so we stopped
doing the slower stuff and broke into
some old fashioned rock ‘n’n roll,
Chuck Berry, Jerry Lee Lewis the lot.
Before long they were dancing on the
tables and so were we and we realised
that this is what we were best at.
“I write some of my own songs
in that style but I don’t think you
can better the originals. Rock ‘n’ roll
music makes you feel good and it
spans generations.
“It really gets people in the mood
to party and I’ve known some of our
sets that are meant to 45 minutes to
an hour going on for nearly three!”
The band have steadily gained a
sizeable following and Robbie said
they had ambitions to play bigger

Robbie & The Killer Cats who will be rocking Marshall Meadows next week.
venues in UK and branch out into
Europe during 2012.
But for now they are looking
forward to their New Year’s Eve gig
at Marshall Meadows Hotel, which
has been put together with help
from Brian Martin of PFL Audio and
Marshall Meadow’s new owner David
Hester who said was very excited to
be hosting the band.

“Our aim is to really promote
Marshall Meadows as a terrific
entertainment venue and what more
could we want for New Year’s Eve
than a band with bags of energy and
endless enthusiasm who are going to
create a great party atmosphere.”
The party will get going at 9pm on
Saturday, December 31 with Robbie
and the Killer Cats due on stage at

11ish to end 2011 in style and see every
one into the new year with some
classic tunes.
Tickets are priced £10 for general
admission and £20 for VIP which
includes a meal and access to the
conservatory chill out area.
They are available from
01289 331133 or info@
marshallmeadowshotel.co.uk.
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