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Before worship, speak to God in prayer.
During worship, listen to God.
After worship, speak to each other.

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES DURING WORSHIP.
Welcome To Our Worship. For visitors, we welcome you and hope you will feel “at home” among
us and our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Family Room is available to welcome parents and children before
or during worship. It is located to the left of the sanctuary. Listening devices are available; please
inquire of the ushers.
Prayer Requests and Announcements. If you have a prayer request this morning, or wish for Pastor
to make an announcement for you, please use the prayer cards provided in the blue folder and
hand the completed card to an usher. If you wish to make an announcement yourself, please check
with the Pastor or the Council President for approval prior to worship. Always use a microphone
to accommodate those with impaired hearing. Thank you.

INTRODUCTION

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter
Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At
the font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with
Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we
are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world.
First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a
God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth
would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land,
nation, and a great reputation.
Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not involve
earning a reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for
both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead.
Gospel: John 3:1-17
A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him
about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

PRELUDE

Unfailing Love
Jesus, Only Jesus

WELCOME

Music Team
Music Team

Announcement about COVID-19

- Ushers collect prayer requests and announcements -

STAND FOR THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS, IF YOU CAN COMFORTABLY DO SO.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P We gather in the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

A If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
- Silence is kept for reflection -

A Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
C Amen.

GATHERING SONG

As The Deer

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

KYRIE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray. O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism
you bring us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our
faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life
to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C Amen.

BE SEATED FOLLOWING THE PRAYER OF THE DAY.

Genesis 12:1-4a

FIRST LESSON
1

The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will
bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”
4a
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.

The Word of the Lord.

L

PSALM 121
I lift up my eyes to the hills —
from where will my help come?
2
My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.
3
He will not let your foot be moved;
he who keeps you will not slumber.
4
He who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
5
The LORD is your keeper;
the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
6
The sun shall not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
1

C

Thanks be to God.

The LORD will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
8
The LORD will keep
your going out and your coming in
from this time on and forevermore.

7

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

SECOND LESSON
1

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the
flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but
not before God. 3For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it
was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not
reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him
who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.
13
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.
15
For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.
16
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist.

L The Word of the Lord.

C

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Thanks be to God.
Pastor Schier-Hanson

STAND FOR THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, IF YOU CAN COMFORTABLY DO SO.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (repeat once)

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL

John 3:1-17

1

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of
God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be
born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb
and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom
of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and
what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You
must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things
be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things?
11
“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things
and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No
one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son
of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

BE SEATED FOR THE SERMON.
SERMON

Pastor John Schier-Hanson

STAND FOR THE SONG OF THE DAY, IF YOU CAN COMFORTABLY DO SO.

SONG OF THE DAY

By Faith

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through
him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of
the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was
made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, with the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*“catholic” means “universal”

BE SEATED FOR THE PRAYERS.

THE PRAYERS
A Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray
for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
God of rebirth, empower your church throughout the world to be a
voice of hope for those who fear judgment or condemnation. Assure
us of your faithfulness and give us confidence to proclaim your
salvation for all.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of rebirth, your Spirit hovered over the waters and you called
creation into being. Nurture and bless all signs of rebirth around us:
budding trees and new shoots, thawing lakes and warm breezes, and
animals awaking from hibernation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of rebirth, lead the nations in your way of righteousness. Protect
those who advocate for the needs of children, migrants, and victims
of violence. Give courage to lawmakers, lawyers, judges, and law
enforcement officers, guiding them to do justice and to love mercy.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of rebirth, give us a new vision of your healing power among
us. Restore hope to those who remain in the depths of depression or
despair. Bring mercy and relief to those who are injured, sick, or
suffering, especially Kim Cleveland, Dave Pearcy, the Family of
Audrey Charles, Lenville Sutherland, Angie Rivera, Sophia SchierHanson, Justin & Adri Wright Osborn, Glen Ruediger, Peg Schlotman,
Donna Johnson, Anne Marie Bessette and family, Mitchell Martinson,
Diane Kraus, Kathy Olsen, Richard Olsen, Rose Raben, Michael
Luberts, Connie Clark, and all we now mention before you (brief
pause). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of rebirth, we thank you for the children of this community and
for the people and ministries that care for them (individuals and
ministries in the congregation may be named). Bless new and expectant
parents. Console those who have lost children and those whose
desire for children remains unfulfilled. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of rebirth, by wind and spirit you call us into life renewed. We
give you thanks for all your saints who have inherited your promises
(especially). Bring us, with them, into your everlasting kingdom.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our
prayers as we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

STAND TO SHARE THE PEACE, IF YOU CAN COMFORTABLY DO SO.
THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. C And also with you.
BE SEATED FOR THE OFFERING.

OFFERING

No Longer Slaves

by B. JOHNSON, J.CASE,
J.D. HELSER

Music Team

STAND FOR THE OFFERTORY, IF YOU CAN COMFORTABLY DO SO.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Let us pray. Holy and generous host,
C you set a table where we feast as friends. Prepare us to witness to your
goodness with every gift you have given us to share, that all people may
know your peace through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy of our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you for the salvation
you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P In the night in which he was betrayed
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done, On earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
Now and forever. Amen.

P God’s love is poured out in Christ for you. Open yourselves to
receive it.

BE SEATED.
COMMUNION SONGS

Lamb of God

ELW 336

Change My Heart O God

There’s a Quiet Understanding

Give Us Clean Hands

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

ELW 752

STAND FOR THE BLESSING, IF YOU CAN COMFORTABLY DO SO.
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
P The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and His most precious blood
strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A Let us pray. We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of
your Son, which sustains us in the wilderness and the garden
alike. As Christ has loved us in this feast, so send us to love Christ
in our neighbors. In Jesus’ name we pray.
C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation. Holy
God, speaking, spoken, and inspiring, † bless you, unbind you,
and send you in love and in peace.
C Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
STAND FOR THE CLOSING SONG, IF YOU CAN COMFORTABLY DO SO.

CLOSING SONG

For God So Loved

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Sweet Mercies

Music Team

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-70693. All rights reserved.:
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Presiding Minister ................................................. Pastor John Schier-Hanson
Assisting Minister .................................................................. Elois Macdonald
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Greeters .............................................................................. Manuela Simone
Ushers ......................................................................... Anne and Doug Briehl
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