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From Your President

Upcoming Events
April 7th. Saturday, Field Trip to Bat Zone

Many of the members received this email
from Sandra March 18th. It is printed here
for those who did not.

Dear Taylor Garden Club Member:
It is with sincere regret that I must inform you
that will be stepping down as President of the
Taylor Garden Club effective upon this notification.
I have come to realize, over the last couple of
months, that I have over extended myself with all
my obligations. With the new WCCCD Horticultural Education Center being added to the Downriver Campus and the other boards that I sit upon, I feel that it is in the best interest of the club,
that I step aside as President.
Thank you very much for the opportunities that
you have provided me.
If I can be of any help during this transition,
please let me know.

Cancelled since the Bat Zone closed and all the
animals have been relocated to the Detroit Zoo for the
time being.
April 14th. Saturday, 9 am Clean Up Day at Heritage Park. 9 am till noon. Come help get our flower
beds ready for a new growing season.
April 19th. Thursday, TGC Meeting. Ford Senior
Center, 6750 Troy, 7:00 pm. “Celebrating Earth
Day” In honor of the 47th Anniversary of Earth Day
we will be making biodegradable seed containers.
Hostesses: Mary Taylor, Joanne Winchel
April 22nd. Sunday, Earth Day
Time to Plant a Tree
April 27th. Friday, Arbor Day

LOOKING AHEAD:
May 5th. Saturday, “Teens and Tweens” 2 pm.
activity at the Taylor Public Library.
May 19th. Saturday, TGC Plant Sale.

Sincerely,

At this time the board is working on making this
a smooth transition for the club.
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Gardeners Read to Children
To celebrate March is Reading Month a group of Taylor
Garden Club members read to children at Kinyon
school. Classes of 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th graders were
entertained and learned about gardening related topics
and responsible behavior.
Julie Winchel read to a second grade class, The Saved
Seed. A book published by the NGC and donated by
our club to all the Taylor elementary school libraries.

Spaghetti Dinner
Raises Funds
March 16th members of Taylor Garden Club hosted a
spaghetti dinner fundraiser to help James Newsome,
son of TGC member Linda Newsome. James, a Taylor teacher, contracted a disease which caused him to
have both feet and both hands amputated.
The dinner, which included an auction, raised over
$4,200 for James to use for his recovery. Making this
event a success were Lois Adams, Tom Ouellette,
Sandra Thompson, Beverly Brown, Julie Winchel
and Linda Newsome. Thanks goes out to St John’s
Lutheran Church for allowing the use of their kitchen and multipurpose room for the dinner and Pia’s
and Flamingo Restaurants for providing much of
the food.
Thanks to the garden club members and friends who
attended the dinner, those donated items to the auction and those who offered cash donations. The family
is extremely grateful for the support given them.

It’s April -

Happy Birthday !
April Birthday Greetings to:
Raquel Knuth

Beth Ann McNabb

Arlene Mohr

Shirley Williams

Hazel Woodruff

Garden work should begin when a lump of soil
squeezed in the hand is dry enough to fall apart slowly. Give peas a chance, they can be started anytime the
soil is ready. They are an early cool weather crop. The
earlier they mature, the sweeter they'll be. Save some
seed for a later planting as well.
Plant deciduous trees and shrubs this month.
Set out pansies as soon as the ground is ready. They'll
happily withstand cold weather and will bloom steadily if the spent blossoms are kept picked.
Remove mulch from perennial beds gradually. Take it
off as weather warms up and add to the compost pile.

FYI - (For your information):
Pat Gergel has had heart surgery.
Betty G… is soon having surgery for breast cancer.

Resist the temptation to uncover spring-flowering
plants such as daffodils and tulips. Mulch may be loosened, but the shoots will still benefit from protection
against cold, drying winds.
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Keeping An Eye On Growing Things
Sitting in the house looking out the window I was struck by how much the white pine tree planted in the side
yard between this house and the neighbor’s bedroom window has grown. It seems that the soft green needles
now stretch out so much they actually cover the window next door. It wasn’t always so. The plan from the start
was to plant the tree to create a little privacy between this living room and the bedroom across the way. Years
went by and the pine just seemed to grow up a little each year, but no privacy was in sight.
But this winter and spring I have really noticed the difference in the width of the tree. It has actually expanded
so much so that the privacy has actually come to be. I no longer feel that when I sit at the desk by the window
and look up I am looking into their window. Now I am looking at a lovely specimen of our state tree; healthy,
growing straight and tall (and now wide too) with good green color. I hope the neighbor feels the same when she
looks out her window at my living room.
Inside the house things are doing well also. The plants on the window
sill of the spare room are happy and healthy. They used to be in the
south facing kitchen within good site of my bird feeders. But, my
daughter who looks out for me, decided I needed a better way to fill my
bird feeders. So, she moved the plants, removed the screen and made
it so I could open the window from inside and fill the feeders right
from the kitchen instead of going down the stairs and outside in the
cold and slippery weather.
The plants were moved to the spare room. They are now facing west
and get good sun the late part of the day. I can water them easily as
the bathroom is right next door and the seat on my walker easily holds
the watering can as I walk to the plants. The purple shamrock is
stretching out toward the sun and has lots of cute white flowers. Guess
it wanted to show off for St Patty’s Day.
Having houseplants is good for the plants and good for people too. I
like to read the paper in the spare room on the pastel oversized chair
near the window. While I read, the plants give out oxygen which I use
and I exhale carbon dioxide which they love. So, it’s a good trade off.
Happy spring,

Betty Trombetta

Spied in Betty Trombetta’s Yard

Anemone nemorosa is a herbaceous perennial in the
genus Anemone. An early-spring flowering plant in the
buttercup family it has an easily recognizable flower.
Sometimes called the Wood Anemone, it is a lowgrowing plant,, with usually 6-7 large, white or purplestreaked 'petals' (which are actually its sepals), deeply
lobed leaves and a thin, red stem.
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Growing Great Gardens
Our 10th annual Growing Great Gardens event was a huge success. As you
know, this event has been our biggest
fundraiser for years. Because of it our
club is able to bring in good monthly speakers and
award several scholarships each year.
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Price and Andrew Bucienski, for helping our vendors bring in their items and set up at 6 am. When
Growing Great Gardens ends at 4 pm these same hard
working guys help take their items and display material back to their vehicles. Some vendors have very
heavy items to move and without our volunteers it
would not happen smoothly.

What started as a community education seminar with
only a couple of hundred people attending, has turned
into a looked forward to event for many of southeast
Michigan gardeners. This year we had 385 registered.
We can handle over 400 and I’d like to see us cross
that number next year. Our cost is very affordable
compared to similar events across the state.
I saw more TGC members attend this year, some registered for the conference others buying from the extensive array of garden related vendors. Sadly, I have
noticed that many of our long time members have never attended. If you are one of them, make it a point to
visit next year. Ask your friends, relatives and neighbors to mark their calendar for Saturday, March 16,
2019 and come too.

The hands down favorite speaker was Gene Bush.
His laid back style and subtle sense of humor made
his presentation, Gardening in the Shade, both fun
and informative. I heard that even the other speakers
were impressed by the style and creativity of Deborah Trickett. Ellen Zachos wowed the crowd with
Backyard Foraging and The Wildcrafted Cocktail and
after her talks; she autographed and sold plenty of her
books to an eager audience.
There were many new vendors this year and some of
our old favorites from previous years. Thanks to Ken
Hughes, his son in law, Brian, Jeff Nicita, Stan

Mary FitzPatrick set up our TGC table on Friday and
remained all day Saturday to help sell gloves and distribute gardening information. Barb Kotarsky and
her son, Joe also staffed the table and many stopped
by to chat and share in the fun.
Early morning coffee
and donuts set up and
lunch service is a very
hectic time. I couldn’t
get this job done without the help of TGC
volunteers. Lois Adams and Mary Krzeczkowski take over the
morning beverages and
snacks and see to it
that the tables stay
neat and tidy. The rest
of this dependable food
crew include Julienne
Winchel, Lynn Blosser, Mary D’Herin, Ken and Tina Hughes, their
granddaughter Ciara, Pattie Kehr, Stephanie Keenoy and Jeanine Fennessey.
Thank you to all of you for helping out. We don’t
know exactly how much we made as yet since some
bills are yet to be paid, but we certainly made lots of
gardeners and vendors happy and looking forward to
March 16, 2019.
Thanks again!

Nancy Smith GGG Chair
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Plant A Serviceberry Tree
I read an article in Southern Living Magazine recently entitled
“After You Cut Down Your Bradford Pear, Plant This”. The author
listed 4 reasons for not planting the widely popular but short-lived
Bradford Pear, then suggested the serviceberry tree as a replacement. Great idea! Why not plant a strong, attractive, long lived,
native species which attracts birds and insects!
The serviceberry is a group of shrub like small tree that offers nice
four season interest and the common serviceberry or juneberry
(Amelanchier arborea) and Allegheny serviceberry (A. laevis) are
native to the Midwest. Amelanchiers are multi-stemmed shrubs
that grow to 20-25 feet tall and about 10-15 feet wide.
The delicate billows of lacy white flowers of these small much branched trees are welcomed by bees and beekeepers alike each spring. Nectar and pollen from serviceberries help to build up bee colonies in the spring. The
flowers are followed by edible red or deep purple berries, which are attractive to wildlife and humans. In fall,
the rounded leaves change to yellow, gold and red, depending on the variety, and in winter the silvery gray
trunk and branches brighten landscape.
Native serviceberries can often be obtained from the soil conservation districts. These are usually only 3-4 feet
tall and are intended mostly for wildlife plantings, but can be used for landscaping as well. These sales
(available in Monroe and Washtenaw counties) usually require ordering the trees by mid-March for April pick
up. Larger trees are often available from local nurseries but check for the species to see if they are native.
Plant Amelanchier either in early spring (late April, early May) or about eight weeks before the ground freezes
in the fall. Most species prefer a well-drained, neutral soil although some are adapted to acid conditions. They
thrive in a range of soil types, including clay. They’re not a shade plant, but will do well as an understory shrub.
With a moderate growth rate, serviceberries are generally strong enough to withstand storm damage due to
their strong limb structure. Minimal pruning is needed, mostly the removal of root suckers from around the
trunks. The plants are drought tolerant once established, and withstand pollution so are suited to urban spaces.
Serviceberries are relatively free of most pests and diseases although they occasionally suffer from the same
ailments as fruit trees.
Amelanchiers are self-pollinating, but will bear heavier fruit if planted with other Amelanchiers. Prepare the
soil as you would for any tree or shrub. Dig a hole twice as wide, but the same depth as the root ball. Back-fill
with soil that came out of the hole. Water well and mulch around the base of the plant, but several inches away
from the trunk or stems. Organic fertilizer, applied once or twice a year at a moderate rate will keep them
healthy. Amelanchier is hardy and provides many seasons of beauty and berry production with little care. It
takes a few years to start getting fruit, but once it starts, it can be very productive.
When planting a tree think about the impact it has on your landscape before you decide. It should be decision
for a lifetime, not just a few years.

Hey Everyone,

2018 is the Year of the Bird

Beyond the sheer joy they provide, birds play a vital role in the environment,
pollinating plants, dispersing seeds, controlling insects, and removing rotting flesh.
“The future of birds, and us, are intertwined more than we know.
We soar, or plummet, together.”
Photographer Joel Sartore in Birds of the Photo Ark

Next deadline April 25th send items to
Editor Mary Krzeczkowski
10701 Holland
Taylor, MI 48180-3051
krz80@provide.net

Club 392

District 1

Member of Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc.
and National Garden Clubs Inc.

EASY CREAM OF ASPAR AGUS SOUP

Yield: 6 servings of 1¼ cups

INGREDIENTS:

DIRECTIONS:



1. Melt butter over low heat in a large pot. Add onion








2 lbs asparagus (2 bunches),
tough ends snapped off
1 Tbsp unsalted butter
1 medium onion, chopped
6 cups reduced sodium chicken (vegetable) broth
2 Tbsp low fat sour cream
kosher salt and fresh pepper, to taste
1 Tbsp lemon zest (optional)

and sauté until soft, about 2-minutes.

2. Cut the asparagus in half and add to the pot along
with chicken broth and black pepper, to taste. Bring
to a boil, cover and cook low about 20 minutes or
until asparagus is very tender.
3. Remove from heat, add sour cream and using your
hand held blender puree until smooth (or in two
batches in a large blender).
For little more zip add 1 Tbsp. lemon zest at the end of
cooking.

