Our History

Our Mission

Email— FriendsofPerthAmboyLibrary@gmail.com

As early as 1825, efforts were made to initiate a Library in
Perth Amboy, New Jersey. In that year, a number of citizens bought stock and became subscribers to the Perth Amboy Library Company. The Company disbanded in 1835
and the book collection was scattered. Fifty years later, in
1888, a group of citizens formed the Perth Amboy Library
Association. It was through their tireless efforts that in
1891, the Library became incorporated under State Law,
and in 1896, was established as the Perth Amboy Free Public Library, under Municipal support. From 1888, the Library has been housed in five different buildings. Our Library was built on its present site on Jefferson Street, in
1901, on land donated by J. C. Mc Coy, of the Raritan Copper Works and constructed with the aid of a $20,000 grant
from the Andrew Carnegie Foundation, a $1,000 donation
from Adolph Lewisohn to purchase new books, and an
agreement by the City to provide for the Library’s upkeep.
On December 9, 1903, the building, the first in New Jersey
to be the beneficiary of Mr. Carnegie’s generosity, was
opened to the Public. The growth of the Library from that
time was so marked, that in 1914, the Carnegie Corporation
donated an additional $30,000 for the creation of two reading rooms. A Children’s Library was built in 1925, unfortunately destroyed by fire in 1977, and was not rebuilt. The
present Children’s Library is located in the basement of our
building, in an area formerly used as a meeting room and
theatre. A branch Library was established in the Shull
School building in 1925 and closed decades later when the
school system required additional room for classroom use.
From its modest start in 1903, the Perth Amboy Free Public
Library has grown to become an integral part of the community, and is used for research not only by our citizens,
but also by any resident of New Jersey. In addition, our
Library receives frequent inquiries from international residents who desire local information. Today, the Perth Amboy Free Public Library consists of one facility, located in
the heart of the city, where we serve a majority of our population on a regular and frequent basis.

Friends of the
Perth Amboy
Free Public Library

- Support

- Advocate

Become a Friend
Support the Perth Amboy
Free Public Library
Membership Dues:
_____ $10.00 per year — Patron
_____ $25.00 per year — Organization

- Volunteer
- Educate
Friends of the Library groups are
a worldwide effort to:


Encourage the love of reading and independent learning



Raise funds for special projects, equipment
and materials in excess of the general Library
budget

Please makes checks payable to:

The Friends of Perth Amboy
Free Public Library
P.O. Box 2810
Perth Amboy, New Jersey 08862
FriendsofPerthAmboyLibrary@gmail.com
Membership fees are due upon joining Friends of the Perth Amboy
Free Public Library and are due yearly afterwards on January 31.

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________



Provide dedicated volunteer services

City ______________State _____ Zip_______



Support Public Library advocacy

Phone ________________________________



Sponsor special programs and public service
projects for the entire Perth Amboy community

“Aim for the highest.”
- Andrew Carnegie

_____ $50.00 per year — Business



Play a significant role in community involvement

Email ________________________________
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