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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT:  Steadfast in the Word, Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church shares Christ and serves people with friendship in His love in all God’s world. 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance, fellow sojourners! 

THE SEASON OF LENT will begin on Wednesday, March 1st.  All over the world, Christians will be using this season to focus 

their attention on the meaning of their relationship to the Christ of Calvary.  

OFTEN TIMES during the Lenten weeks we hear of people who sacrifice something for the six week duration.  The following 

Bible Study may help us to learn of 10 things we should give up.  Lent should be a time of RENEWAL as well as                  

REPENTANCE.  

WHAT TO GIVE UP FOR LENT  

ANGER ....................................... Ephesians 4:26  

WORRY .................................. Matthew 6:25-34 

DESPAIR ........................................... John 14:1-7 

DOUBT ......................................... John 20:26-29 

FEAR ..................................................... Psalm 121 

LONELINESS ..................................... John 14:18 

SORROW .................................. Isaiah 55:12-13 

UNCERTAINTY .............. Colossians 2:20-3:4 

WEARINESS .............................. Matthew 11:28 

PRIDE ............................................ Proverbs 11:2 

HOW DO YOU FEEL about giving up something for Lent?  Are there things in your life that need to be given up as you trust 

God for His help and guidance?  Let's pray for help to begin giving up old ways and becoming a new CREATION in Christ:  

“Dear Father, at this holy season of Lent, please forgive me for the bad habits of my human nature …  for my anger, worry, despair, 

doubt, fear, loneliness, sorrow, uncertainty, weariness, and pride.  I know You have showed me in the Bible that there is a more posi-

tive way for Christians to live.  And that is the way I would like to live.  Help me now, as I pledge to cast aside my weakness, by the 

power of your Spirit, and to walk in Your Son’s footsteps as a loving, growing Christian.  In the name of Your Son, my Savior.  Amen.”  

OUR LORD'S DIRECTION to us is that weekly Worship, weekly group Bible Study, faithful Communion attendance, Prayer, 

and Fellowship, are His gifts to us.  We use them, especially during this Lententide, that our Redeemer's “embrace of grace” 

may increase our dedication to Him and His Body, the Church!  REMEMBER . . .   

LOOK AT THE CROSS 

LOVE THE SAVIOR!  

Lent, a derivative of the old English word “lencten,” meaning “spring”, is a period of soul refreshment.  Since the 4TH century 

this season has been devoted to Christian nurture through discipline and penitence. 

Some people resent Lent’s coming.  But most people every year look forward to Lent as a time of spiritual discipline and 

growth.  

Lent is the season of the church year devoted to the special consideration of our Savior’s Passion and the events which 

brought about His crucifixion and death.  Originally the forty hours between the death and the resurrection of our Savior 

were observed as a period of fasting and mourning.  Later the hours were lengthened to days and their number set at forty 

days in length.  



 

The forty days of Lent   

correspond to Christ’s 40 

days in the wilderness.  The 

date of Lent is determined 

by the date of Easter.  In 

A.D. 325, the Council of 

Nicaea said that “Easter 

should be observed on the 

first Sunday following the 

14TH day of the Paschal 

moon”.   

The wearing of sackcloth 

and ashes is a custom going 

back to the Old Testament.  

Many Christians observe the custom on 

Ash Wednesday, using ashes of the       

previous year’s Palm Sunday palms.  

The latest that Lent can begin is March 

10TH.  That will happen again in 2038.  The 

earliest Lent can begin is February 5TH.  

That happened last in 1818 and will not 

occur again until sometime in the 21ST  

century.  

Shrove Tuesday is the day before Ash 

Wednesday and is observed by many as a 

day of feasting and 

merry-making.  The 

French call it “Mardi 

Gras”, the Germans 

call it “Fasching”.  

Lent has a compel-

ling fascination.  

Christians have  

observed Lent for 

centuries.  Its fasci-

nation even extends 

to theater and pop 

music.  We really 

shouldn’t be sur-

prised.  Some illus-

trations may help to 

explain this fascina-

tion. We are     

entranced by the 

medical diagnosti-

cian or psychologist or scientist who    

analyzes and puts his finger on the solution 

to a problem.  We are amazed at the   

pastor or counselor who reveals how we 

really think and feel.   

Lent is the story of how God deals with 

the fundamental problem that troubles us 

all.  We can never know fully what it meant 

to God, but we know what it means to us.  

He has brought us back together.  His for-

giveness has cleaned up our past, gives us a 

new chance now, and offers sure hope for 

the future.  

Of course, things aren’t right everywhere.  

But now something can be done about it.  

Forgiveness can heal and bring together all 

that sin has separated.  

The dominant purpose of the Lenten    

Season is to direct the heart and the minds 

of the worshipers to Christ, who was lifted 

up so that he might draw all men unto 

Himself.  In these special days we will have 

an opportunity to see more fully the saving 

value of Christ’s suffering, a more profound 

knowledge of sin and a sincere and earnest 

denial of self to Him, who loved us and 

gave Himself for us.  

Make plans o get the most out of Easter by 

getting the most out of Lent!!  

+ + + 

I look forward to seeing you each Sunday 

morning … worshiping and studying with 

you … lifting up and exalting our great 

God with you! Come with a smile on your 

face, a bounce in your step, your Bible in 

hand, and that friend you personally and 

intentionally invited. Also, bring a joyful, 

eager attitude to be touched by the Living 

Risen Christ, together with a hungry heart 

for spiritual vitality and victorious living 

that comes each time we encounter God’s 

renewing presence in Word & Sacrament! 

(Peace [Shalom] be with you) 

...from the Pastor (cont’d) 

 



CHILI FRIDAY UPDATE 

 Our 10th Annual Chili Friday, held in January, was the most successful to date. Money collected was 

$3706.86 which includes the silent auction and $500 matching fund dollars from Thrivent. We will donate 

the proceeds to Hope Station. 

  So THANK YOU! To all who helped from planning, to printing materials, 

pre-selling tickets, setting up tables, decorating, baking sweet goods, food prep 

work, washing dishes, serving food, making deliveries, collecting money, and 

clean up. Also to members who donated silent auction items and to The      

Kiwanis Club of Palestine for their hard work in pre-selling tickets. Because of 

you and donations received, we are able to contribute to a very worthwhile 

and needed outreach program in our community. 

  Also, check out businesses that made donations! Appliance Sales & Services, 

Bombshell Salon, Braly’s Builders, Brookshires, Cotton Patch, Dairy Queen, 

Heritage Land Bank, Hometown Pharmacy, Jalapeno Tree, KYYK, Little Mexico, 

Montalba General Store, Palestine Bowling Center, Palestine Painted Cookie, 

Perfection Auto Detail, Subs n Dogs, Sally’s Beauty Supply, T & G Haircutting, The Kiwanis Club of Palestine, 

The Real Estate Group and Treasure Cove Antiques in Jacksonville. Stop by and say thank you when you do 

business with them.. 

Ash Wednesday & Midweek Worship  

A special worship opportunity will be held each Wednesday during Lent 

beginning on Ash Wednesday, March 1ST. This service of Holy         

Communion will begin at 7:00 p.m. For those who wish to participate, the 

“Imposition of Ashes” (using the ashes of Palm Sunday palms) will be a 

part of this service.  

Why “Ash” Wednesday? Ashes are a part of Ash Wednesday.  They are a 

part of life.  Everything ends up dust and ashes. We need to remember 

how quickly and inevitably we will also end up that way. Then we will not 

put our trust in things that crumble. Then we will not think too highly of 

ourselves. Ashes help us to focus on the meaning of Lent at its beginning.  

We begin Lent with Ash Wednesday, but we close it with Easter. In the 

beginning God made man out of the dust of the earth. In Christ He makes us New creatures, resurrects us from our dust 

and ashes. We have hope because we trust Him Who thought so highly of us that He sent His Son to save us.  Christ came 

to share His life with all people. That’s our purpose, too. We can bring beauty out of ashes, life out of earth … IN CHRIST 

JESUS!  

2017 Lenten Theme: “Lenten Customs.” We will look at a few of the customs of Lent and see what they, in light of 

Scripture, can teach us.  

1. Ash Wednesday (3/1) - “Lenten Customs: Ashes” Genesis 3:19  

2. Midweek #2 (3/8) - “Lenten Customs: Fasting” St. Matthew 6:16-18, Isaiah 58:3-8  

3. Midweek #3 (3/15) - “Lenten Customs: Penitence” Psalm 51:10  

4. Midweek #4 (3/22) - “Lenten Customs: Foot Washing” St. John 13:3-15 

5. Midweek #5 (3/29) - “Lenten Customs: The Veil” 1 Corinthians 13:12  

6. Midweek #6 (4/5) - “Lenten Customs: Palms” Philippians 2:10-11  



Church Happenings …  

FROM THE PALESTINE STOCK POT: The stock pot 

thanks you for your generous gift.  It will help us to provide 

free, nourishing lunches to the need of our community.  God 

bless you in your service. 

FROM THE CRISIS CENTER: We at the Crisis Center 

of Anderson and Cherokee Counties would like to take this 

time to thank you for your donation of $270.38 for the work 

we do in our communities. It is through your donations that 

we are able to help the victims of      

domestic violence, sexual assault and 

child abuse. Please continue to pray for 

the Crisis Center. 

 FROM THE YOUTH: Thank you for 

all those who participated in the Sweet-

heart Banquet! 

 

 

   

ALASKA TRIP AUGUST 28 - SEPTEMBER 7 

Ray and Donna Hughes are going on the Norwegian Cruise and train/land tour in 

Alaska. Check out Norwegian Cruise Lines NCL.com, 11 Day Anchorage Denali 

Express, leaving Vancouver Washington August 28th.What an exciting way to   

experience the wonder of God’s majestic world! Are you interested in joining us??  

See Donna for more details. 

EASTER LILIES 

We will decorate our chancel with lilies 

at Easter. We have ordered 20 and they 

are $9 each. A sign up sheet is in the 

Narthex where you 

can indicate how you 

will help to purchase 

these beautiful flowers 

as we celebrate the 

Fes t i v a l  o f  the        

Resurrection.   

THE LWML is joining Lutheran World Relief during Lent to gather items 

for Personal Care Kits. These kits are shared with people who have lost 

everything from a natural disaster or life threatening violence.  Information 

on how you can help and a drop box for kit items are located in the    

Narthex or by going to buildkitsofcare.org.  

 

If you missed a Sunday, you can visit 

B e t h l e h e m ’ s  w e b - s i t e  a t 

www.belctx.org to hear past sermons. 



Texas District of LWML is making plans for a Retreat to take place September 29 

and 30, 2017, at Lakeview campgrounds just outside of Palestine. Our society will be 

participating to make it a successful experience for all attending.  Put this on your     

Calendar and watch for more details! 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF items will be collected here at Bethlehem until about 

Palm Sunday, after which they will be packaged and transported to Dallas for distribution. 

Our society will be assembling Personal Health Kits and Fabric Kits using items posted in the LWML room. 

Personal kits will be composed of one light-weight dark towel, 2 bars of bath size 

soap, toothbrush in original package, comb and nail clipper. Fabric kits will contain 

cotton fabric and a spool of thread.  See the posted lists for particulars. 

 

CHILI FRIDAY – Jan. 27, 2017 Thanks to everyone who supported Bethlehem’s fundraiser.  We all    

enjoyed good food and fellowship with guests and members alike!  “Good Job” to the planners and workers, 

along with the great publicity! 

We will soon have the final figures, and make the donation to Hope Station! 

 

BE SURE TO USE YOUR KROGER card for your grocery purchases as part of Kroger’s “Community      

Rewards” Program which is linked to Bethlehem’s LWML.  We appreciate your efforts since we use these 

funds for our various projects. Contact Donna Hughes on how to participate. 

CARD FRONTS  Remember, we gather all kinds of greeting cards. (Please note: Because of  copyright laws, 

Hallmark, Disney or American Greetings cards will NOT be accepted.)  

Only the card front is required, and it must measure 7” by 5” or smaller. Make sure there are no     

personal, written messages on the front or the back. Place them into the collection box in Garber Hall.  

(OR you may bring whole cards and someone will trim them.)   

“Blessing Bags” packed with items for homeless and needy or homeless people: several bags have been 

put together for distribution. A collection container is available in the Narthex for your  donations. 

We received a thank you note from Bethesda Lutheran Communities  for our donation to help people 

with developmental disabilities live the lives they want. See  BethesdaLutheranCommunities.org.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR wi th  these  important  dates!  

 Wed., Mar. 1, 2017 – LWML to provide meal before Ash Wednesday service; see Jo Ann Tugwell to sign 

up to bring items for the meal. 

 Sat., March 11 – tentative plans to go to Catfish Row in Jacksonville 

 Sat., March 12, 2017 –  LWML meeting, immediately following church service 

 .Sat., March 18 – Adventure Day, tentative plans to “be a visitor to Palestine” visiting various sites 

around Palestine.  Meet at the church, 9:00 am. 

 Sat., May 6, 2017 - LWML East Texas Zone Spring Workshop, St. Peter Lutheran Church, Gun Barrel 

City. Watch for more details.  

 

Web site:  http://lwmltxdist.org             Serve the Lord with gladness!  Psalm 100:2 

 



KIDS KORNER 

At the Texas state JOAD tournament held in College Station, Christopher Harris received 

third and Kristen got fourth place.. Christopher shot his best overall score to date. Great 

job! 

 

 

 

 

HIGHER THINGS YOUTH GATHERING IN SAN ANTONIO, TX  JUNE 27-30, 2017 

The youth are planning to attend this gathering in June.  They are going to be doing a lot of 

fund raising events over the next few months to help with the cost to our families. 

 

Do you have any clean up that needs done?  Project “Rent a Youth” is going on until May.  Fill 

out the application included in the newsletter or see Yanneth Harris for more information. 

 

The  Youth are collecting used  cell phones 

and  ink cartridges. Some of these phones 

are sent to the 911 Cell Phone Bank, a 

company that turns retired cell phones  

into emergency  911 phones to benefit 

senior citizens and victims of abuse nation-

wide. We would like to encourage our 

BELC community to support this  program 

and to involve your coworkers, family 

members, etc. to participate as well. 

 

 

WE WANT TO RECOGNIZE THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF OUR TALENTED KIDS!  Please submit 

pictures and write-ups to Yanneth Harris or the church office. 



RENT - A -YOUTH 
 PROJECT / FUNDRAISER 

 
Do you have some snow shoveling (well, maybe not this year) yard 
work or spring cleaning that needs to be done?  

 How  about technology mentoring, child care, painting, planting, raking, 
mowing,  window  washing,  decorating  Christmas  trees, putting  up 
Christmas   decorations  or  help   getting  ready  for  a  garage sale?  
You name it, we have someone  who  can  do  it!   BELC Youth group 
are ready, willing and able to do any and all odd jobs.  

This project provides an opportunity for middle and high school students, (grades 6 through 12), to assist 
older adults in completing routine light-duty household chores. However the goal of the Rent-A-
Youth project is not only to get an important job done, or to assist young people in acquiring a valuable 
sense of responsibility and self -confidence, but also to foster fellowship between older adults and the youth 
in our church. 

 

If you have a job that you’d like to have done, please fill out this form and drop it by the office or give to  
Yanneth Harris. This fundraiser will be operating From November thru May  

Please specify the type of work, how many people you want, how long you think it will take, and when you 
would like to have it done (please give at least 1 week  notice, but the further ahead the better.)  

Rent-A-Youth Coordinator: Yanneth Harris email: yatoruiz@yahoo.com  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

     Rent-A-Youth Worker Request 

Name:  __________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

Phone Number: __________________________________________ 

Description of job: 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________  

 Number of workers needed: __________     

Tentative Project Start Date: ____________________ Confirmed Project Start Date___________________ 

Tentative Project Completion Date: _______________ Confirmed Project Completion Date: _____________ 

Workers assigned to this project: ________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________  

Youth Director Name/Signature: _________________________/_________________________  

Parent Name/Signature:  _________________________/________ 



On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted 95 Theses on the Door of Castle Church in Wittenberg. It was like a blog post 
that went viral. He wanted to discuss the Gospel: that man is justified before God by faith in Christ and not by works. 

Just a few years later, at the Diet of Worms on April 17, 1521, Luther got his chance...or so he thought. He stood in front of 
the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, the papal representatives, and their soldiers dressed in their parade uniforms. But 
they wanted no discussion. It was simple: "Are these are your books? Do you recant?" 

All Luther could say to the first question was "Yes, these books are mine and I have written more." To the second question 
he asked for a night to pray, for the Gospel itself was at stake. Luther was ordered to either recant this Gospel or become 
an outlaw. He prayed that God would keep him from repenting a "single jot or tiddle." 

Everyone had already decided that Luther was guilty. And in a way, he was! He was teaching the truth of the Gospel that 
had come clear to him back in 1517, when he posted those 95 Theses that started it all: Jesus saves sinners by grace 
alone that is received by faith alone, and this is found in Scripture alone. 

"Unless I can be instructed and convinced with evidence from the Holy Scriptures or with open, clear, and distinct grounds 
and reasoning—and my conscience is captive to the Word of God—then I cannot and will not recant, because it is neither 
safe nor wise to act against conscience. Here I stand. I can do no other. God help me. Amen." 

"Here I stand." That's daring to be...Lutheran! What words! What a theme! So on this 500th anniversary of Dr. Luther's   
firing the Gospel shot heard around the Church, Higher Things is excited to continue to stand and confess the Gospel with 
Dr. Luther at our 2017 Summer Conferences. 

HERE I STAND 

2017 HIGHER THINGS YOUTH CONFERENCE 

JUNE 27-30, 2017   

TRINITY UNIVERSITY — SAN ANTONIO, TX 



As followers of Jesus we will soon have some unique opportunities to invite others to worship.  

The Lenten season and Easter offer such opportunities. Here are seven important questions to provoke our 

thinking …  

If you were unchurched and thinking about ‘returning’ to the Lord and His Church, would you consider … ”  

 a PEOPLE CHURCH that concentrates on relationships more than property? 

 a TEACHING CHURCH that holds to Biblical, Lutheran theology and yet is flexible in its customs? 

 an OUTREACH CHURCH that focuses on people, beyond the membership, who are in need of 

God? 

 a DELEGATING CHURCH that empowers people for meaningful service that goes beyond          

organizational activity? 

 a RELEVANT CHURCH that relates the Bible to life as it is now, not merely as it ‘ought to be’? 

 a HOPEFUL CHURCH that focuses on hope in Christ for the future not the failures of the past? 

 a GENEROUS CHURCH that cares for its community and world, not only itself? 

How about your unchurched, wandering friend? Will you invite him, her? What will you do to insure that 

Bethlehem becomes an inviting church?  

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

We have received our second shipment of Gospels of John. As announced on Sunday, February 19 we 

are asking the congregation to assist in distributing them. 

One of the external ministries we are considering is a VBS type program that we would bring to various 

apartment complexes around Palestine as opposed to having them come to the church. We will be        

contacting the Texas District Mission and Ministry Facilitator to see what type of resources might be availa-

ble for such a project. This is in the very preliminary stages; if you have any thoughts, we would be interest-

ed in talking to you. 

Again, in the interest of supplementing existing Palestine “help” organizations we are contemplating a   

Lenten fish fry on Saturday, April 1. This also is in the very preliminary stage. The recipient of the proceeds 

would be the Palestine Community Food Bank. Let us know your thoughts.  

In association with the LWML we will be distributing “Blessing bags” to the needy. The bags will contain 

personal items, reading material, a blanket, etc. If you would be interested in helping, please contact anyone 

on our committee. 

God has truly blessed our committee, with an enthusiastic group, please continue to pray for his      

guidance. 

BECOMING AN INVITING CHURCH . . .  

EXTERNALLY FOCUSED 



The expression 

“closed communion” 

comes from the 

Ancient Church 

custom of dismissing 

those who were not 

eligible to receive 

the Sacrament 

before the beginning 

of the liturgy of the 

Eucharist.  

 

 

The Ecumenical Movement’s Use 

of the Lord’s Supper (Part 2) 

by Rev. Paul T. McCain  

©1998 Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals  

What then of the Apostle’s assertion that 

Christians are to examine themselves before 

they commune (1 Cor. 11:28,) and his further 

assertion that Christian ministers are 

“stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor. 

4:1)? Orthodox Christianity, of both East and 

West, has always held that these two        

important truths require a practice that is 

known as closed communion. The expression 

“closed communion” comes from the Ancient 

Church custom of dismissing those who were 

not eligible to receive the Sacrament before 

the beginning of the liturgy of the Eucharist. 

The dismissal of non-communicants would 

occur and then a deacon would cry out, “The 

doors! The doors!” The church doors were 

then literally closed. Closed communion is the 

practice of limiting participation in the Lord’s 

Supper to those who have been catechized 

and examined in the truths of the Christian 

faith and who have promised to believe, teach 

and confess what the church in which they will 

commune believes, teaches and confesses. 

Thus, for the New Testament and Early 

Church, altar fellowship was church fellowship 

and church fellowship is most visibly and   

tangibly expressed in altar fellowship. 

Reformation Understandings of 

Fellowship 

Luther was concerned that commu-

nicants be examined carefully in 

order to determine if they under-

stood what the Lord’s Supper actu-

ally is and what is given in the Sup-

per. Luther regarded participation in 

the Lord’s Supper as an act of con-

fession of what one believes. So did 

Calvin, who wrote in his Institutes 

that it was an outrageous act to 

permit those who had not confessed the true 

faith to commune (4.12.5). When Reformed 

Christians in Strasbourg signed the Witten-

berg Concord thus formally embracing the 

Lutheran view of the Lord’s Supper, Reformed 

Christians in Zurich did not permit their stu-

dents to receive the Sacrament in Strasbourg.2 

Many Christian churches today view the 

Lord¹s Supper, at best, as only a way for 

Christians to commune “spiritually” with Jesus 

Christ who is present only in heaven. Further-

more, many believe that the presence of 

Christ in the Sacrament of the altar depends 

on the faith of the individual communicant. 

Therefore, most evangelical and Protestant 

Christians today do not believe, as Luther and 

the Lutheran Confessions clearly do, that in 

the Lord¹s Supper the bread is the Body of 

Christ and the wine is the Blood of Christ 

which is present, distributed and received into 

the mouths of all who receive the Blessed 

Sacrament.3 

 

 

 

_________________________ 

2. Also, in 1580 it is reported that Reformed 

preachers in Oldenburg required communicants 

to confess that the Body and Blood of Christ 

were not present in the Holy Sacrament. See 

the magisterial article on Supper Fellowship in 

Martin Wittenberg, Church Fellowship and Altar 

Fellowship in the Light of Church History, translated 

by John Bruss in Logia: A Journal of Lutheran The-

ology (Reformation 1992) Vol. I, No. I, 2357. 

3. “It is not our faith which makes the sacra-

ment, but solely the Word and institution of 

our almighty God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

which always remains efficacious in Christen-

dom so whether those who receive the Sacra-

ment believe or do not believe, Christ nonethe-

less remains truthful in his words when he says, 

‘Take eat, this is my body.’ This he effects not 

through our faith, but solely through his omnip-

otence.” (FC-SD, Article VII.89).   

Holy Communion or Unholy Chaos  



STEWARDSHIP  
Lent is a season of repentant joy. There is joy in repentance 

because in repentance, God, through His Word, turns us away 

from our sins — our failures of thought, word, and deed — to 

believe in the forgiveness and new life He has accomplished for 

us in the death and resurrection of His Son.  For our God is 

our Father, and fathers discipline their      

children. He loves us enough to point out 

when and where we have erred, so that we 

are not weighed down by false belief, despair, 

and other great shame or vice.  

Thus we do well to listen to God’s Word, 

His own teaching, about giving. St. Paul     

exhorts: “Anyone who receives instruction in 

the word must share all good things with his 

instructor” (Gal 6:6). This means that the 

local congregation is primary. In other words, 

everything else that we might give to during 

the year — laudable and worthy charities — 

are to be on top of what we give to our local 

congregation. For the local congregation is the place that 

serves us with the gifts of Christ’s death and resurrection. The 

local congregation is where our spiritual needs are met when 

Christ’s atonement is preached, when the forgiveness of sins is 

proclaimed, when we were baptized into the name of the  

Triune God, and when we partake of the body and blood of 

the risen and living Lamb of God.  

But how much are we to give to this local congregation? His 

instructions are these: to give regularly (1 Corinthians 6:1–2),        

proportionally (1 Corinthians 16:1–2; 2 Corinthians 8:12), and 

generously (2 Corinthians 8:20) of our first fruits (Genesis 4:4; 

Proverbs 3:9; Leviticus 27:30) with a spirit of eagerness         

(2 Corinthians 9:2), earnestness (2 Corinthians 8:7), cheerful-

ness (2 Corinthians 9:7), and love (2 Corinthians 8:23).  

Thus, giving to the church is not to be an afterthought, given 

after everything else is spent. In this way, it is deliberate. We 

give it regularly, whenever we have income. We set it aside 

beforehand, before anything else is spent. From those first 

fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten 

percent was the standard for the Israelites. Tithing was a  

command for them. St. Paul never mentions a 

tithe. Since a tithe was the bare minimum for 

the people of Israel in the Old Testament, 

perhaps St. Paul had more in mind. That aside, 

however, ten percent is an easy way to figure 

out an amount. You simply move your weekly, 

bi-weekly, bi-monthly, monthly, or yearly  

income one decimal point to the left. And 

that’s it. That’s what you put in the offering 

plate to support your local congregation so 

that you may continue to be a hearer of God’s 

word by sharing all good things with those 

who teach it to you. 

And how are we to give it? We give it with 

eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with love, 

not out of compulsion. For through the preaching of the    

gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God has 

made us His children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace 

upon grace, promised us life everlasting with Him in His    

kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This 

makes giving a joy. For it is more blessed to give than to    

receive (Acts 20:35).  

In repentant joy, then, do we hear God’s Word on giving, and 

we let that Word dwell in us richly. We let that word wash 

over our ears and seep into our hearts, to turn us away from 

our own selfish desires and turned toward Him in faith and 

love. We love the Lord and His Word. And we desire to do it. 

And when we have failed, that Word reproves and corrects, 

forgives and consoles. It calls us back to Him who is our God, 

our Savior, our Father.  

QUESTION: What do scholar’s of Christian truth have to say about tithing? 

ANSWER: T. A. Kantonen in “A Theology for Christian Stewardship” says, “I am Convinced that the Tithers in our churches are, 

by and large, not Pharisees, but humble and sincere Christians who have been led to use this ancient device as a helpful means for 

steady expression of their gratitude and faithfulness to their Lord. But I am also convinced that the true beginning of Christian 

Stewardship is in a clean break with the false god Mammon through complete surrender to the Love of God in Christ.” 

We urge our members to use percentage giving as a special symbol whereby we demonstrate that Christ is the Lord of all our 

living. 

GOD’S SHARE FIRST  



REMEMBERING IN PRAYER   
“In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God.”  (Philippians 4:6) 

 
HEALTH NEEDS  

MEMBERS: 

Lana Bowden - recovery from surgery 

George Nelson - recovering from a stroke 

Pastor Roy Southard - treatment for cancer 

Carson Taylor - seizures  

Mary Unk - recovery from surgery 

FRIENDS: 

Sara Barnett - [Sandra Gruetzner’s co-worker]  

Danny Fletcher - [Gruetzner’s family member] - heart surgery 

Melvin Fogle - [Jo Ann Tugwell’s brother-in-law] 

Brice Harrington - [Mary Unk’s grandson] 

Eric & Felicia Higgenbotham - [friend of Devin Jackson] - new baby 

Bill & Ava Hogan - [Milton Hogan’s parents]  

Helen Hooper - [Marjorie Smith’s friend] 

Steve & Katie Lund - [former members] - ongoing health concerns 

Janet MacKenzie - recovery from surgery  

Clarence Mindrup - [Patti Lestig’s father] - cancer treatment 

Gaile Nivens - [Alicia Hutton’s aunt]  

Debbie Noonan - [friend of Marcy Hogan] - ongoing health concerns 

Lorie Owens - [Julie Schoppe sister & Ken Koehler’s daughter] - lung disease 

Lori Pike - [Tammy Pike’s mother in law] - heart surgery 

Bonita Randall - [Neva Shugart Broad’s niece] - ongoing health concerns 

Hazel Reed - [daughter of Battalion Chief Nathan Reed] - blood disorder 

Floyd Ruhnke - [Marjorie Smith’s cousin] - health concerns 

Bob Schneider - [Lana Bowden & Tim Lawson’s uncle] - running test, possible cancer 

Phyllis Shafferkoetter - [Mary Unk’s sister] - blood clots in lungs and leg 

Randy Stover- [Tugwell’s friend] - recovery from triple bypass surgery 

Tim Walther - [Melanie Jackson’s brother] - stroke 

Michelle Warren - [Mike Smith’s niece] - recovery from auto accident 

Orville Wilbanks - [friends of the Hughes’] - cancer treatments 

Gene & Patsy Worsham - [Tim’s parents] - ongoing health concerns 

HOMEBOUND:  

Opal Garber, Benjamin Garcia [Robert Garcia’s brother], Dorothy Jackson, Martha Kaudelka, Neva Kosted, Ardelle 

Samford, Johnnie Weaver, Connie Wunderlich 

COMFORT: Harley Hurst family [Donna Hughes’ co-worker]  

THOSE SERVING IN OUR NATION’S ARMED FORCES: 

Members Kyle Lawson and Kyle Shepherd, as well as Robert Garcia [Juanita’s son], Jason Payne [Kay Wickliffe’s son] 

and Jeremy Stafford [Marcy Hogan’s nephew] 
 

Please inform the Pastor and the Church Office regarding the status of submitted prayers so we may be timely and up-

to-date in petitions to our gracious God.  

 

 



Gil called the meeting to order.  Pastor opened with devotion and prayer.  Minutes were read.  **Motion by Lea, 

2nd by Albert to accept.  Motion carried. 

REPORTS 

Vice President: Albert still trying to get response from man to get plaques installed. 

Financial Secretary: Lea reported January income $14,814, expenses $13,080.  Loan balance $62,092 and CEF 

report. 

Treasurer- Mary Lou gave account balances, income report for January and budget report for January.  **Motion 

by Jerry, 2nd by Steve to accept financial reports.  Motion carried. 

Elders: James reported average attendance in January 67, added Mike & Sheila Flynn, confirmation, loss of Nicki 

Hightower (death.) 

Christian Education- Melanie ordered new Sunday School material; two more MidWeek classes before Lent. 

Evangelism: Jerry reported 3rd sign is up, working on 4th.  Working on plans for a half-day Saturday “VBS” in the 

spring at apartment complex, have ok from Northside Heights Apts.  Can set up in their playground.  Pastor checking 

on material.  On February 19th Red Cross representative will come and discuss how we can assist with disaster relief, 

light lunch provided.  Young people invited to come and express their ideas to committee that day.  Fish Fry April 1st 

will benefit Palestine Food Bank.  Cancelled February Adopt-A-Highway, state already cleaned up our area.  Will join 

Texas Trash-off on April 8th.  Discussed Chili cook-off. 

Stewardship: Steve reported energy audit will be February 22nd at 9:30 am.  Written goals attached; 2012-2016 

electric billing/usage. 

Property: Jim made repairs on playground equipment; Weight Watchers arrangement working out.  City has 

Alarm Policy, $100/year alarm permit fee and charge for false alarms. 

Social Concerns: Megan reported Chili Friday gross $3,774, net $3,206, will present check to Hope                

Station.  Changes for next year to track better.  Confirmation on May 7th, favorite dishes for 3 girls; will set date for 

New Member reception.  Easter Breakfast. 

Youth: Yanneth reported 40 Super Bowl Subs sold; will share ideas with Evangelism team on February 19th. 

Pastor: Ash Wednesday March 1st, series “Lenten Customs.”  Received 7 members on February 12th: Mike & 

Sheila Flynn, Jeff, Deanne and Travis Atkinson, Chuck Stanton & Karen Zelenske.  40 attended Circuit 14 Retreat, very 

good.  Thank you to LWML, Mary Lou & Marcy.  10th Chili Friday success, thanks to all who helped. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Still checking on ESV Bibles. 

Megan showed our facilities to PAT coordinator, would be perfect; they will let Megan know the date. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

James reported Thrivent no longer has “Care in Communities,” will only have “Action teams.”  He asked for $500 

contribution for Hope Station. 

**Motion by Lea, 2nd by Jerry to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Pastor closed meeting with the benediction.   

 

Present:  Gil Daughtrey, Jim Broad, Steve Unk, Mary Lou Daughtrey, Lea Rosier, Donna Hughes, James Taylor, 

Melanie Jackson, Jerry Hartenberger, Yanneth Harris, Megan Taylor, Pastor Adler. 

Church Council Meeting - February 14, 2017 



“THE LUTHERAN HOUR RADIO MINISTRY” 
 

 

 

The Lutheran Hour can be heard on the radio Saturday at: 

6:30 AM on 91.9 FM KAVX  Lufkin, TX 

 Sunday at:10:30 AM on 97.5 FM KTTB  Tyler, TX 

Sunday at 12:30 PM on 91.5 FM KHCB Madisonville, TX 

 

      Online at www.lutheranhour.org 

DATE:    March 5, 2017 

TITLE:   "A Savior Who Fights for You!" 

TEXT:    St. Matthew 4:1-11  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Satan is a bully, but Jesus is the Savior Who fights for you. 

 

DATE:    March 12, 2017 

TITLE:   "The Power of a New Beginning" 

TEXT:    St. John 3:1-17  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Real help comes to us from the outside. In Christ, new beginnings and greater endings are still possible. 

 

DATE:    March 19, 2017 

TITLE:   "A Well That Runs Deep Because You Need It" 

TEXT:    St. John 4:5-26  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Jesus is determined to meet you today with the water of grace only He can give. 

 

DATE:    March 26, 2017 

TITLE:   "God's Got It In For Me" 

TEXT:    St. John 9:1-41  

SPEAKER:  Emeritus Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus  

God can use our troubles and crosses for a higher purpose that we may not understand until we reach heaven. 

  The Motto of the Reformation: VDMA 

 
The Motto of the Reformation: VDMA Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum (The Word of the Lord     

Endures Forever) is the motto of the Lutheran Reformation, a confident expression of the enduring 

power and authority of God’s Word. The motto is based on 1 Peter 1:24–25. It first appeared in the court of Freder-

ick the Wise in 1522. He had it sewn onto the right sleeve of the court’s official clothing, which was worn by prince 

and servant alike. It was used by Frederick’s successors, his brother John the Steadfast, and his nephew John Frederick 

the Magnanimous. It became the official motto of the Smalcaldic League and was used on flags, banners, swords, and 

uniforms as a symbol of the unity of the Lutheran laity who struggled to defend their beliefs, communities, families, and 

lives against those who were intent on destroying them. It was found inscribed inside churches, over doorways, on 

foundation stones, even on horse’s helmets! The VDMA logo and statement has appeared throughout Lutheran 

churches worldwide and remains an enduring motto of the Reformation to this day. Several examples of its use during 

the Reformation era appear on a coin, over a doorway in Braunschweig, Germany, and on a clock, and a particularly 

interesting artifact, a helmet from 1553 that would have been placed on a warhorse, contains the motto. -  



March 7  - Perpetua and Felicitas, Martyrs  

At the beginning of the third century, the Roman emperor Septimus Severus forbade conversions to Christianity.  

Among those disobeying that edict was Perpetua, a young noblewoman, and her maidservant Felicitas.  Both were jailed 

at Carthage in North Africa along with three fellow Christians.  During their imprisonment, Perpetua and Felicitas    

witnessed to their faith with such conviction that the officer in charge became a follower of Jesus. After making        

arrangements for the well-being of their children, Perpetua and Felicitas were executed on March 7, 203.  Tradition 

holds that Perpetua showed mercy to her captors by falling on a sword because they could not bear to put her to 

death.  The story of this martyrdom has been told ever since as an encouragement to persecuted Christians.  
 

March 17  - Patrick, Missionary to Ireland  

Patrick is one of the best-known of the missionary saints.  Born to a Christian family in Britain around the year 389, he 

was captured as a teenager by raiders, taken to Ireland, and forced to serve as a herdsman, After six years he escaped 

and found his way to a monastery community in France.  Ordained a Bishop in 432, he made his way back to Ireland, 

where he spent the rest of his long life spreading the Gospel and organizing Christian communities.  He strongly       

defended the doctrine of the Holy Trinity in a time when it was not popular to do so.  His literary legacy includes his 

autobiography, Confessio, and several prayers and hymns still used in the church today.  Patrick died around the year 

466.  

March 31  - Joseph,  Patriarch  

Joseph was the son of the patriarch Jacob ( February 5) and Rachel.  The favorite son of his father, he incurred the   

jealousy of his older brothers, who sold him into slavery in Egypt and told their father he was dead (Genesis 37).  In 

Egypt he became the chief servant in the home of Potiphar, a military official.  Because Joseph refused to commit     

adultery with his master’s wife, he was unjustly accused of attempted rape and thrown into jail (Genesis 39).  Years  

later, he interpreted dreams for Pharaoh, who then freed him from prison and placed him in charge of the entire    

country.  When his brothers came from Canaan to Egypt in search of food, they did not recognize him.  He eventually 

revealed his identity to them, forgave them, and invited both them and his father to live in Egypt.  He is especially     

remembered and honored for his moral uprightness (Genesis 39) and for his willingness to forgive his brothers.  

(Genesis 45 & 50). 

 

CIRCUIT 14 NEWS 

The 2017 Circuit 14 Retreat on Saturday, February 4th, was well attended.  There were 41 participants 

who heard the presentation by Rev. Dr. Robert W. Weise.  A big thank you to everyone who helped with 

set up, the LWML for providing refreshments and the meal, Marcy Hogan and Mary Lou Daughtrey for          

supervising registration and Devin Jackson for setting up the audio-visual.   

Remember that Daylight Savings Time begins on 

Sunday, March 12 - set your clocks ahead one hour 

before you go to bed SATURDAY EVENING and 

sleep fast! (unless you go to bed an hour earlier!)  



BETHLEHEM STAR   

WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE... 

Lutherans place their faith in the Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - who has made us, redeemed us, and empowers us 

for Christian living. 

We believe Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God, who came to earth as a man, suffered and died in our place to win for us     

forgiveness of sin, and who rose again to life, assuring us that we, too, can live with Him eternally. 

We teach that we come to stand in right relation- ship with God not through our own goodness or righteousness, but through 

our faith in Jesus as Savior.  Faith alone receives the full promises of God. 

We believe that the two Sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's Supper, were instituted by Christ and offers forgiveness of sin to all 

who receive them in faith. 

Concerning Baptism, we teach that infants should also be baptized, since they, too, are sinful and need God's grace.  God can 

work faith in them, even though they are too young to intellectually grasp the Gospel. 

We believe that the body and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord's Supper through miraculous means, and that only 

Christians who share our belief should commune with us. 

We believe that God speaks to the world through His Word in the Bible. 

We believe that God loves every person and intends for all a life of dignity and meaning. 

We assert the vital importance of the Christian congregation as the community of believers in which the Gospel is preached and 

the Sacraments rightly administered. 

  
 

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

The Lutheran Church -- Missouri Synod 

1515 South Loop 256 

Palestine, Texas 75801-5857 

If you no longer wish to receive this 

newsletter, would you be so kind to 
simply write “Refused” and then 

place it unopened in your mailbox. 

That way, we’ll be certain to remove 
your name from our mailing list, and 
you will be helping us to use very 

precious resources most wisely. 

Thank You! 

                MARCH 2017 


