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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT:  Steadfast in the Word, Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church shares Christ and serves people with friendship in His love in all God’s world. 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance, fellow sojourners! 

The following is ... 

… A PASTORAL CALL TO MAKE THE REMAINDER OF LENT A TIME OF RETURN 

AND RECOMMITMENT TO FAITHFUL DISCIPLESHIP  

... WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  

Jesus says, “He that is of God HEARS GOD’S WORDS ” (St. John 8:47).  We are encouraged, “Let 

us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works; NOT FORSAKING THE              

ASSEMBLING OF OURSELVES together as the manner of some is” (Hebrews 10.24, 25.).  Jesus also 

says, “BLESSED are they that hear THE WORD OF GOD AND OBEY IT” (St. Luke 11:28.)   The  

attitude of every Christian is expressed in these words of the Psalmist, “I WAS GLAD when 

they said unto me, ‘Let us go into the house of the Lord.’” (Psalm 122:1). Does that describe your   

attitude, or are you too busy making excuses?  

 

… RECEPTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Our Lord Jesus Christ instituted the Holy Supper to offer, give and seal unto us the forgiveness of sins, to 

strengthen our faith, and to give us the will and the power to dedicate our lives to His service. He wants us 

to partake of this heavenly food often, for He says, “DO THIS, as OFTEN … in remembrance of me. For as often 

as you eat this bread and drink this cup you show the Lord’s death, till He comes” (1 Corinthians 11:25,26).  

 

... PERSONAL AND GROUP BIBLE STUDY  

The first thing that our Lord did with the Twelve is that He called them (remember, He chose them 

and not the other way around) and then He had to teach them. This was vital to their becoming    

Disciples. The same thing is true for us today. It is simply a matter of fact that the Lord has called each 

of us to be a disciple, and if we’re not letting Him teach, we need to ask whether we’re    

serious about our calling. Jesus said, “IF you continue in my Word, then, you are truly my                

disciples”    (St. John 8:31). As your Pastor, the appointed shepherd of this flock, I am attempting to see 

that you have the right food, the right nutrition and nourishment, that you may mature and grow in 

Christ. What happens if your diet does not contain the right foods? MALNUTRITION and DISEASE! 

It’s possible to have spiritual malnutrition and run the risk of being spiritually diseased if we do not 

feed upon the Word of God in personal AND corporate Bible Study! Even as a shepherd would    

expect his flock to feed, I ask every member to study the Scripture regularly as an individual and in a 

course of group Bible Study. St. Paul said, “We proclaim Him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may 

present everyone mature in Christ. To this end I labor, struggling with all His energy, which so powerfully works in me” (Colossians 

1:28,29). I have made this passage of Holy Scripture my motto in shepherding the flock.  

MY DUTY AND YOUR PRIVILEDGE  

Why this information? FIRST of all, because CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES want to be urged toward becoming more committed  

followers of Jesus Christ. One of the greatest Christians who ever lived (St. Paul) said, “Not as though I had already attained it . . 

.but I PRESS TOWARD THE MARK for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:12).  



 

SECONDLY, as your Pastor, the shepherd 

of this flock, the following words apply to 

me: “Son of man, I have made you a watch-

man for the house of Israel; so hear the word I 

speak and give them warning from 

me.” (Ezekiel 3:17).  

It is the plain duty of every Christian Pas-

tor to serve his God by prayerfully guard-

ing and uplifting the spiritual life of his peo-

ple. The means God has given to do this 

are His WORD and the precious SACRA-

MENTS. Being faithful in REGULAR Wor-

ship and Communion and Bible Study At-

tendance is the mark of a faithful child of 

God and Disciple of Jesus Christ and a 

member of Bethlehem Lutheran Church!  

LENT CONTINUES 

40 DAYS OF LENT: 

+ 40 days of stripping down to the living 

essentials; 

+ 40 days of facing the truth about one's 

self-indulgent evasions; 

+ 40 days of fellowshipping with Christ 

in the wilderness; 

+ 40 days of rejoicing in God's mercy 

and forgiveness. 

I am so very thankful that my parents took 

me to midweek Lenten services as a child. I 

am so grateful that they impressed upon 

me the importance and value of this peni-

tential season! 

Personally, I think it is sad that we now 

have a whole generation who find no use 

for Lent. I’ve said that what most people 

give up for Lent is Lent. Why is that? I 

don't have any statistics other than 30+ 

years of personal, pastoral experience, but 

I believe it is because we have 

DE-VALUED the season. Who suffers? 

Our children! 

SUGGESTIONS FOR LENT 

1. PARTICIPATE IN ALL WORSHIP 

SERVICES on Sundays and Wednesday 

evenings. 

2. CONDUCT FAMILY WORSHIP regu-

larly (you can use a Lenten Devotional 

resource of your choosing). 

3. BRING AT LEAST ONE VISITOR to 

our Christ-exalting worship services. 

4. GROW IN CHRIST by the study of 

His Word, daily time in prayer 

(schedule it!), and dedicated living as 

His dynamic disciple! 

Plan to worship each Wednesday as we 

journey toward Good Friday and Easter!  

“Easter Can Only Come to the 

Heart that Has Known Lent”  

Lent is vitally important to the celebration 

of Easter. There can be NO real           

celebration at Easter without the journey 

to Jerusalem and the Sacrifice on Calvary.  

+ + + 

I look forward to seeing you each Sunday 

morning … worshiping and studying with 

you … lifting up and exalting our great 

God with you! Come with a smile on your 

face, a bounce in your step, your Bible in 

hand, and that friend you personally and 

intentionally invited. Also, bring a joyful, 

eager attitude to be touched by the Living 

Risen Christ, together with a hungry heart 

for spiritual vitality and victorious living 

that comes each time we encounter God’s 

renewing presence in Word & Sacrament! 

(Peace [Shalom] be with you) 

...from the Pastor (cont’d) 

“Son of man, I 

have made you a 

watchman for the 

house of Israel; so 

hear the word I 

speak and give 

them warning from 

me.” (Ezekiel 

3:17). 



 

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY - Holy Week 

begins on PALM/PASSION SUNDAY, April 9 

2017.  This is the final week in Christ’s life  

prior to His crucifixion and resurrection.    

Sunday’s service will include a memorable  

reading of Christ’s Passion from St. Matthew’s 

Gospel (26:1-27:66). 

 

 

 

 

HOLY (MAUNDY) THURSDAY - April 

13, 2017 - 7:00 p.m. A Divine Service with the 

Holy Eucharist (Holy Communion).            

Celebrating the “New Testament in My Blood”.  

A time of renewal in the power the Supper 

gives  A New Testament fulfilling the Old   

Covenant promises. Guests wishing to receive 

the sacrament should plan on speaking with 

our Pastor before communing. Please arrive 

early enough to allow time to speak with the 

Pastor. 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE - April 14, 

2017 - 7:00 p.m. - This service is based on the 

ancient “Service of Shadows” and is a proper, 

meaningful way to reflect on the Lord’s death 

for us  because of us. This is a very solemn 

service. We enter and leave in silence. The 

gradual darkening of the Sanctuary symbolizes 

the way in which the “Light of the World” was 

gradually extinguished. This has been called one 

of the “most moving” and “emotionally       

stirring” services of the church year. 



Church Happenings …  

Mr. and Mrs. Jody Bowden, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Harris and Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Taylor  

request your presence at the  

Rite of Confirmation  

for 

Jessica Bowden, Kristen Harris and Sara Kimbrough 

 

On Sunday, May 7, 2017 

at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Palestine, Texas 

Service begins at 10:15 a.m. 

 A pot-luck lunch will follow in Luther Hall 

If you would like to help, please bring side dishes, salads and desserts.  

 

 

   

ALASKA TRIP AUGUST 28 - SEPTEMBER 7 

Ray and Donna Hughes are going on the Norwegian Cruise and train/land tour in 

Alaska. What an exciting way to experience the wonder of God’s majestic 

world! Are you interested in joining us??  See Donna for more details. 

THANKS TO ALL WHO PURCHASED LILIES TO DECORATE 

OUR CHANCEL FOR EASTER SERVICE 
 

Pastor and Peggy Adler, Jody and Mary Bowden, Gil and Mary Daughtrey (2), Roy and 

Connie Eppeland, Mike and Sheila Flynn (2), Don and Lori Fortner, Juanita Garcia, Burl 
and Debbie Gruetzner (2), Devin and Melanie Jackson, Aaron and Matthew Jackson, 

George and Betty Nelson, Chaplain and Betty Ristvedt, Marjorie Smith, Paul and Pat      

Stephenson, Paul and JoAnn Tugwell and Steve and Mary Unk. 

ADOPT A HIGHWAY PROGRAM  

SATURDAY  APRIL 8TH 
We plan on meeting at the church at 9:00 a.m., to begin the trash pickup.  

Our part of the highway starts on the loop at Bethlehem and ends by First 

Baptist Church. If you cannot actually walk the highways, you can help with 

dropping off or picking up people along the loop and shuttling drinks to the 

highway crew. 



East Texas Zone Spring Workshop 

St. Peter  Lutheran Church, Gun Barrel City, Texas 

Saturday, May 6, 2017, 8:30 am  Registration ($6.00) 

Faith * Hope * Love 

1 Corinthians 13:13, “…the greatest of these is love.” 

The day will include devotions, morning snacks, Lunch & Breaks, fellowship. 

  (Ingathering donations for East Texas Crisis Center- contact JoAnn Tugwell) 

All ladies of Bethlehem are invited!  We will carpool from the church. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank You for supporting LWML’s efforts in collecting Personal Care 

items for this year’s Lutheran World Relief. See the list of items in the 

LWML Room (or ask an LWML member). Around Palm Sunday, these 

will be packed into boxes to be sent on to the collection point in Dallas.  

From there,  they will be directed to locations all over the world. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

On Saturday, March 18, our group of eight LWML members enjoyed our Adventure Day, visiting various locations 

around Palestine (Hope Station, Hometown Girls, Refuge of Light Boutique, Crisis Center, to name a few).  With    

Neva Broad as our guide, we had fun shopping and enjoyed lunch at Old Magnolia Sandwich Shop. 

 

Bethesda Scholarships are available to high school students planning a career enhancing the lives of people with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities.  See information in the Narthex. 

Remember to use your Kroger card as part of Kroger’s “Community Rewards” Program which is linked to         

Bethlehem’s LWML. We appreciate your efforts as we use these funds for our various projects. Find out how you may 

participate by going to Kroger.com to link your card to this program. 

Thank you for continuing to donate your CARD FRONTS.  St. Jude’s Ranch for Children recycles these to create 

new holiday and all-occasion greeting cards which are sold to support their programs and services for abused,        

neglected and homeless children, young adults and families.   

(Please note: Because of copyright laws, Hallmark, Disney and American Greetings cards will NOT be accepted.)  

Only the card front is required, and it must measure 7” by 5” or smaller. Make sure there are no personal, written    

messages on the front or the back. Place them into the collection box in Garber Hall.  (OR you may bring whole cards 

and someone will trim them.)   

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  

 Sun., April 9, 2017 - LWML meeting, immediately following church service 

 Sat.,  May 6, 2017 – East Texas Zone Workshop, St. Peter, Gun Barrel City, 8:30 a.m. 

 June 22-25, 2017 – LWML Convention, Albuquerque, NM – celebrating 75 years! 

  
Our society is open to all women of Bethlehem.  Why we meet together: The LWML in Texas creates opportunities for Lutheran  women to 

become more aware of the need for outreach to people around them as they are in need of the words of hope that are valid only in Christ.  

We usually meet after church on the second Sunday of the month. There are no dues, but we collect donations for MITES and for our gen-

eral fund. The Annual Bazaar is our major fundraiser.  

 

Web site: http://lwmltxdist.org             Serve the Lord with gladness!  Psalm 100:2 



KIDS KORNER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIGHER THINGS YOUTH GATHERING IN SAN ANTONIO, TX  JUNE 27-30, 2017 

The youth are planning to attend this gathering in June.  They are going to be doing a lot of 

fund raising events over the next few months such as the “Rent a Youth” project to help with 

the cost to our families. 

 

Do you have any clean up that needs done?  Project “Rent a Youth” is going on until May.  Fill 

out the application included in the newsletter or see Yanneth Harris for more information. 

The  Youth are collecting used  cell phones 

and  ink cartridges. Some of these phones 

are sent to the 911 Cell Phone Bank, a 

company that turns retired cell phones 

into emergency  911 phones to benefit 

senior citizens and victims of abuse       

nationwide. We would like to encourage 

our BELC community to support this  

program and to involve your coworkers, 

family members, etc. to participate as well. 

 

 

WE WANT TO RECOGNIZE THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF OUR TALENTED KIDS!  Please submit 

pictures and write-ups to Yanneth Harris or the church office. 



RENT - A -YOUTH 
 PROJECT / FUNDRAISER 

 
Do you have some snow shoveling (well, maybe not this year) yard 
work or spring cleaning that needs to be done?  

 How  about technology mentoring, child care, painting, planting, raking, 
mowing,  window  washing,  decorating  Christmas  trees, putting  up 
Christmas   decorations  or  help   getting  ready  for  a  garage sale?  
You name it, we have someone  who  can  do  it!   BELC Youth group 
are ready, willing and able to do any and all odd jobs.  

This project provides an opportunity for middle and high school students, (grades 6 through 12), to assist 
older adults in completing routine light-duty household chores. However the goal of the Rent-A-
Youth project is not only to get an important job done, or to assist young people in acquiring a valuable 
sense of responsibility and self -confidence, but also to foster fellowship between older adults and the youth 
in our church. 

 

If you have a job that you’d like to have done, please fill out this form and drop it by the office or give to  
Yanneth Harris. This fundraiser will be operating From November thru May  

Please specify the type of work, how many people you want, how long you think it will take, and when you 
would like to have it done (please give at least 1 week  notice, but the further ahead the better.)  

Rent-A-Youth Coordinator: Yanneth Harris email: yatoruiz@yahoo.com  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

     Rent-A-Youth Worker Request 

Name:  __________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

Phone Number: __________________________________________ 

Description of job: 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________  

 Number of workers needed: __________     

Tentative Project Start Date: ____________________ Confirmed Project Start Date___________________ 

Tentative Project Completion Date: _______________ Confirmed Project Completion Date: _____________ 

Workers assigned to this project: ________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________  

Youth Director Name/Signature: _________________________/_________________________  

Parent Name/Signature:  _________________________/________ 



On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted 95 Theses on the Door of Castle Church in Wittenberg. It was like a blog post 
that went viral. He wanted to discuss the Gospel: that man is justified before God by faith in Christ and not by works. 

Just a few years later, at the Diet of Worms on April 17, 1521, Luther got his chance...or so he thought. He stood in front of 
the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, the papal representatives, and their soldiers dressed in their parade uniforms. But 
they wanted no discussion. It was simple: "Are these are your books? Do you recant?" 

All Luther could say to the first question was "Yes, these books are mine and I have written more." To the second question 
he asked for a night to pray, for the Gospel itself was at stake. Luther was ordered to either recant this Gospel or become 
an outlaw. He prayed that God would keep him from repenting a "single jot or tiddle." 

Everyone had already decided that Luther was guilty. And in a way, he was! He was teaching the truth of the Gospel that 
had come clear to him back in 1517, when he posted those 95 Theses that started it all: Jesus saves sinners by grace 
alone that is received by faith alone, and this is found in Scripture alone. 

"Unless I can be instructed and convinced with evidence from the Holy Scriptures or with open, clear, and distinct grounds 
and reasoning—and my conscience is captive to the Word of God—then I cannot and will not recant, because it is neither 
safe nor wise to act against conscience. Here I stand. I can do no other. God help me. Amen." 

"Here I stand." That's daring to be...Lutheran! What words! What a theme! So on this 500th anniversary of Dr. Luther's   
firing the Gospel shot heard around the Church, Higher Things is excited to continue to stand and confess the Gospel with 
Dr. Luther at our 2017 Summer Conferences. 

HERE I STAND 

2017 HIGHER THINGS YOUTH CONFERENCE 

JUNE 27-30, 2017   

TRINITY UNIVERSITY — SAN ANTONIO, TX 



Bold Public Witness to the Gospel —  

The Hallmark of Lutheranism  (part 1) 
When the Lutheran Confessions were published in the Book of Concord, in 1580, the group of    
Lutheran theologians asserted that what they were confessing was not merely their own private 
opinions, but were asserting publically the truth that they were willing to stake their very lives on, 
here in this world, and more importantly, before the judgement seat of Almighty God. 

This declaration … is our faith, doctrine, and confession. 

By God’s grace, with intrepid hearts, we are willing to appear before the judgment seat of Christ 
with this confession. 

—Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, XII 40 

Intrepid hearts indeed! What could possibly be so important that you would stake eternity on it? 
What gives a person such courage and conviction? Only one thing—the truth. This is what the    
Lutheran Reformation is all about, the truth of God’s Word. 

God’s people have always spoken this way. For example, the psalmist wrote, “I will speak of Your 
testimonies before kings and shall not be put to shame” (Psalm 119:46). Peter confessed his faith 
when Jesus asked him what he believed, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 
16:16). Paul wrote, “Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, ‘I 
believed, and so I spoke,’ we also believe, and so we also speak” (2 Corinthians 4:13). 

Lutherans have used the Confessions of faith contained in the Book of Concord for nearly five   
hundred years as their public witness and testimony of what the Bible teaches. These Confessions 
give clear, unambiguous, and certain witness to the Christian faith. They unite all those who bear 
the name Lutheran and wish to be—and remain—genuinely Lutheran. That is why this book uses 
the word Concordia as a title. 

The Meaning of Concordia 

Concordia comes from two Latin words meaning “with” and “heart.” It describes a commitment to 

the truth so strong and so deep, it is as if those who share it have a single heart beat. To many 

twenty-first-century minds, the claim that there is objective truth is regarded with deep suspicion. To 

suggest that there is one, and only one, absolute truth about God is regarded by many today as  

absurd, foolish, ridiculous, or the sign of an intolerant and weak mind. Sadly, even many modern 

Christians now view claims of truth and certainty with a good deal of suspicion. 

But truth and falsehood are real. It is possible to know truth and it is necessary to reject all errors 

that contradict the truth. God reveals absolute truth in His Word,  which is precisely what the      

documents in the Book of Concord assert, with complete and total conviction. 

The Bible is the rock-solid foundation for the documents in the Book of Concord. Christians who 

embrace the documents in this book as their teaching, their belief, and their confession also believe 

that it is possible for people to know and be certain about truth. They are convinced. They are    

certain. They are sure. Why? Because of the One who has called them to this conviction: the Lord 

Jesus Christ. He said, “If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples, and you will know the 

truth, and the truth will set you free” (St. John 8:31–32). 



To this day, 

orthodox, 

confessional 

Lutherans assert 

that Christ is 

actually present in 

the sacramental 

bread and wine, 

according to both his 

human and Divine 

natures...  

 

 

The Ecumenical Movement’s Use 

of the Lord’s Supper (Part 3) 

by Rev. Paul T. McCain  

©1998 Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals  

Echoing the famous words of John Calvin in the 

Zurich Consensus, most Protestant churches 

today would assert: 

It is particularly necessary to reject every 

idea of a local presence. For as the signs are 

present in this world and are perceived with 

the eyes and touched with the hands, so 

Christ, as man, is nowhere but in heaven 

and is to be sought in no other way than by 

the mind and the understanding of faith. For 

this reason it is a perverse and impious 

superstition to enclose him under elements 

of this world.4 

It is precisely this “perverse and impious      

superstition” that is taught by apostolic       

Scripture, confessed by early Christian         

orthodoxy, and still asserted as the only proper 

understanding of the Lord’s Supper by Roman 

Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and confessionally 

orthodox Lutheran churches. When the claim is 

made (usually by Calvinists) that Lutheran and 

Reformed Christians are not disagreeing that 

Christ is present in his Supper, but only        

disagreeing over “how” he is present, one need 

only compare the following quotation from  

Luther¹s Brief Confession to Calvin’s remarks. 

I consider them all as belonging togeth-

er...who will not believe that the Lord's 

bread in the Supper is his true, natural 

body, which the godless or Judas receive 

orally as well as St. Peter and all the saints. 

Whoever, I say, will not believe this, will 

please let me alone and expect no fellow-

ship from me. This is final.5 

To this day, orthodox, confessional Lutherans 

assert that Christ is actually present in the    

sacramental bread and wine, according to both 

his human and Divine natures, even as he    

promised to be when he took bread and said, 

“This is my body.” Why did the Lutherans in the 

sixteenth century refuse church fellowship with 

both radical Zwinglianism and moderate       

Calvinism? Why did they refuse to do this even 

when within their own ranks they were willing to 

tolerate a variety of theories on how Christ was 

actually present under the bread and wine of the 

Eucharist? Because the Lutherans insisted on only 

one thing: namely, the acknowledgment that the 

Body and Blood of Christ are actually and truly 

present under the bread and wine of the Lord’s 

Supper.  

My point in asserting the clear difference      

between Lutherans and Reformed is not to anger 

my Reformed and non-Lutheran friends, but 

rather to indicate that there are in fact very  

serious differences between us, not trifling and 

inconsequential “diversities” in opinion. The 

same can be said about differences between 

Lutherans and Roman Catholics. Lutherans, with 

all evangelical Christians, reject the Roman  

Catholic teaching that the Mass is the unbloody, 

propitiatory sacrifice of Christ’s Body and Blood 

for the forgiveness of sins, of both the living and 

the dead. This is our most important            

disagreement with the Roman church over the 

Lord’s Supper.  

In spite of our differences with Rome, few  

Christians committed to true reconciliation of 

doctrinal differences would disagree with the 

statement found in the Roman Catholic Church’s 

new catechism. “The more painful the           

experience of divisions in the Church which 

break the common participation in the table of 

the Lord the more urgent are our prayers to the 

Lord that the time of complete unity among all 

who believe in him may return.”6 The point to be 

made, and defended, is that the precious gift of 

our Lord’s Supper has been turned into unholy 

chaos with the advent of the modern Ecumenical 

Movement. This is the second option for      

responding to differences in the understanding of 

the Lord’s Supper, the option to which we now 

turn.  

_________________________ 

 

4. John Calvin, Zurich Consensus, translated by Ian 

D. Bunting in The Journal of Presbyterian History, 

Volume 44 (1966), 56. 

5. Quoted in the Formula of Concord, X.33. 

Holy Communion or Unholy Chaos  



STEWARDSHIP  

Easter is a moveable feast. Easter isn't on the same calendar 

date every year in the way that Christmas is always celebrated 

on December 25. The date for Easter each year always falls on 

the first Sunday after the first full moon after the Spring    

equinox. And once you find the date of Easter, everything else 

finds its place—Good Friday and Maundy 

Thursday, Ash Wednesday and the       

Transfiguration, the Ascension of our Lord 

and Pentecost. 

All this is a long way of saying that Easter 

determines everything. Easter defines every-

thing. It orders not only the entire church 

year, but it orders our very lives. It defines 

and gives meaning to our lives, as well to the 

things that happen in them. And since Easter 

defines everything, that means it changes  

everything too. It redefines who we are and 

where we stand with God and with one   

another. Easter makes all things new.  

Without Easter, Jesus would not be raised from the dead. 

Without Easter death would still reign, we would still be in 

our trespasses and sins, and our faith and hope would be in 

vain. But Jesus is raised from the dead. Easter changes every-

thing. It makes all things new. Therefore, darkness is overcome 

with light, wrath with peace, fear with hope, angst with rest, 

sadness with joy, hatred with love, sin with righteousness, and 

death with life. Easter changes everything, redefines everything, 

determines everything. Easter makes all things new.  

Thus, Easter also changes our attitude about giving. For if God 

gave us His own Son into death so that we will live, how will 

He not give us everything else we need? He will, and He does. 

He provides for us. He even gives us the gifts that we give 

back to Him for service in the church. Easter demonstrates 

that we have a God who loves us, a God who 

provides for us, a God who presses us into 

His service, a God who has made us new in 

the death and resurrection of His Son. 

For when you give to the church, you pass 

along those things that God alone has given to 

you. You pass along the message to others 

that Easter changes everything and makes all 

things new, even as it has done this for you. 

This is not a burden, but pure joy. For God 

has given you a part in the administration of 

His kingdom. He provides for the needy 

through your hands. He ensures that the  

Gospel is preached and the Sacraments are 

given out through the work of your hands and in the gifts that 

you give. And He honors and blesses this work and generosity 

as it  redounds to those around you.  

So when you sit down on the first day of the week to make 

your offering to the place where Easter is proclaimed and 

where the gifts of Easter are given out, remember: Easter 

changes everything. It makes all things new. More than that: 

Easter has changed you and made you new. Because Jesus who 

was crucified for our transgressions is raised for our           

justification.  

 

Percentage giving is a way of 

properly focusing all of life on 

the Lord who gives all things. 

Have you made a covenant 

with God to give Him a specific 

percentage of all that comes 

into your hands?  

God bless your consideration 

of percentage giving. If you're 

not yet doing it, why not     

consider this Biblical principle 

NOW!  

Bethlehem congregation encourages God's 

people to consider percentage giving. A   

percentage giver is one who:  

1. Covenants with God to give a set      

percentage of all that is received to  

Kingdom causes; 

2. Returns that percentage first of all that 

comes into that person's hands; 

3. By study of God's Word and by daily life 

with the Risen Lord, keeps the heart 

open to increasing the percentage as 

Christ leads to further commitments. 

God’s Share First  



REMEMBERING IN PRAYER   
“In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God.”  (Philippians 4:6) 

HEALTH NEEDS  

MEMBERS: 

George Nelson - recovering from a stroke 

Pastor Roy Southard - treatment for cancer 

FRIENDS: 

Fred Baitz - [Peggy Adler’s cousin] 

Sara Barnett - [Sandra Gruetzner’s co-worker]  

Jana Burns - [Tammy Pike’s friend] - blood clots in lungs 

Danny Fletcher - [Gruetzner’s family member] - heart surgery 

Melvin Fogle - [Jo Ann Tugwell’s brother-in-law] 

Tommy Fogle - [Jo Ann Tugwell’s nephew] - bone cancer 

Brice Harrington - [Mary Unk’s grandson] 

Eric & Felicia Higgenbotham - [friend of Devin Jackson] - new baby 

Bill & Ava Hogan - [Milton Hogan’s parents]  

Helen Hooper - [Marjorie Smith’s friend] 

Steve & Katie Lund - [former members] - ongoing health concerns 

Janet MacKenzie - recovery from surgery  

Clarence Mindrup - [Patti Lestig’s father] - cancer treatment 

Gaile Nivens - [Alicia Hutton’s aunt]  

Debbie Noonan - [friend of Marcy Hogan] - ongoing health concerns 

Lorie Owens - [Julie Schoppe sister & Ken Koehler’s daughter] - lung disease 

Bonita Randall - [Neva Shugart Broad’s niece] - ongoing health concerns 

Hazel Reed - [daughter of Battalion Chief Nathan Reed] - blood disorder 

Floyd Ruhnke - [Marjorie Smith’s cousin] - health concerns 

Phyllis Shafferkoetter - [Mary Unk’s sister] - blood clots in lungs and leg 

Randy Stover- [Tugwell’s friend] - recovery from triple bypass surgery 

Mary Walther - [Melanie Jackson’s mother] - hospitalized in Houston 

Tim Walther - [Melanie Jackson’s brother] - stroke 

Michelle Warren - [Mike Smith’s niece] - recovery from auto accident 

Theresa White - [Alicia Hutton’s grandmother]  

Orville Wilbanks - [friends of the Hughes’] - cancer treatments 

Gene & Patsy Worsham - [Tim’s parents] - ongoing health concerns 

 

HOMEBOUND:  

Opal Garber, Benjamin Garcia [Robert Garcia’s brother], Dorothy Jackson, Martha Kaudelka, Neva Kosted, Ardelle 

Samford, Johnnie Weaver, Connie Wunderlich 

 

THOSE SERVING IN OUR NATION’S ARMED FORCES: 

Members Kyle Lawson and Kyle Shepherd, as well as Robert Garcia [Juanita’s son], Jason Payne [Kay Wickliffe’s son] 

and Jeremy Stafford [Marcy Hogan’s nephew] 

 

Please inform the Pastor and the Church Office regarding the status of submitted prayers so we may be timely and up-

to-date in petitions to our gracious God.  

 

 



Gil called the meeting to order.  Pastor opened with devotion and prayer.  Minutes were read.  **Motion by Steve, 2nd by Jerry 

to accept.  Motion carried. 

REPORTS 

VP- Albert has had no response on plaque installation, Jim & Jerry may see about drilling holes in them. 

Financial Secretary- Lea reported February income $12,400, expenses $12,439.  Loan balance $61,923; CEF report. 

Treasurer- Mary Lou gave account balances; income report for February & expenses. Budget report for February and year-to

-date.  **Motion by Jerry, 2nd by Albert to accept financial reports. Motion carried. 

Elders- James reported average attendance for February was 65, added by profession of faith: Jeff, DeAnne & Travis Atkinson, 

Charles Stanton & Karen Zelenske. 

Christian Ed- Megan reported for Melanie no Mid-Week classes until after Easter; made $408 at Sweetheart dinner. Still 

need about $2,200 for Higher Things. May sell smoked chickens as fundraiser. 

Evangelism- Jerry reported we plan to take gospel message to children at apartment complex, looking at material. Red Cross 

gave us lots of information on how we can help in emergency situations. Suggests we look into becoming Respite & Staging Center, 

Red Cross provides liability insurance. Have contract, will ask our insurance agent look at it.  Fish Fry April 1st, 11 am to 2; $10/$5; 

will see if Kiwanis will help sell tickets. Presell tickets, get flyers out, use social media.  Met with our kids who came up with 6 ideas 

that we are looking at. Chamber of Commerce member $90/year, publicity, decided not to join. AAH on April 8th state-wide clean 

up day. Hospice asked for10 more bags. 

Stewardship- Steve reported savings since changing electric companies; energy audit was completed.        

Property- Jim changed 16 filters, some light bulbs. 

Social Concerns- Megan reported we presented $3,700 to Hope Station, includes $500 from Thrivent, picture should be in 

newspaper. Will be helping with Fish Fry; haven’t set date for New Members reception. Council to provide Easter Breakfast, will 

set menu. Pot Luck dinner for Confirmation on May 7th. 

Youth- Yanneth reported no profit collecting ink cartridges; collecting phones not for profit but to help those who need 

it.  Worked at Flynn’s; fellowship at “I Jump” March 15th.  Plan to clean out Sunday School room. 

Pastor reported on new members; Lenten/Holy Week schedule. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Received $500 from Thrivent. 

Steve reported on energy audit with David Morgan, will have committee look at results and come up with plan, looking at 

costs and priorities, ceiling fans. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

**Motion by Jim, 2nd by Lea to reschedule April Council Meeting for April 4th instead of during Holy Week.  Motion carried. 

Pastor reported First Baptist Church in Marshall no longer wants their pipe organ, asking $3,000-5,000.  Will get estimate of 

costs and present to Voters. 

Donna mailing postcards to inactives inviting them to Holy Week services and Easter Sunday Worship and breakfast. 

  

**Motion by James, 2nd by Lea to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Pastor closed meeting with the benediction. 

  

Present:  Gil Daughtrey, Mary Lou Daughtrey, Donna Hughes, Lea Rosier, Steve Unk, Megan Taylor, Jerry Hartenberger, Jim 

Broad, Albert Harris, James Taylor, Yanneth Harris, Pastor Adler. 

 

Church Council Meeting - March 14, 2017 



“THE LUTHERAN HOUR RADIO MINISTRY” 
 

 

 

The Lutheran Hour can be heard on the radio Saturday at: 

6:30 AM on 91.9 FM KAVX  Lufkin, TX 

 Sunday at:10:30 AM on 97.5 FM KTTB  Tyler, TX 

Sunday at 12:30 PM on 91.5 FM KHCB Madisonville, TX 

 

      Online at www.lutheranhour.org 

DATE:    April 2, 2017  

TITLE:   "Freedom in the Spirit"  

TEXT:    Romans 8:1-11  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Jesus frees you to be the person you were created, redeemed, and called to be.  

DATE:    April 9, 2017  

TITLE:   "Humble Strength for Eternal Salvation"  

TEXT:    Philippians 2:5-11  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

On Palm Sunday, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, not to set up an earthly kingdom but to overcome sin and 

death--for us.  

DATE:    April 16, 2017  

TITLE:   "Empty Tomb Hope!"  

TEXT:    Matthew 28:1-10  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

The assurance of Christ's resurrection turns wonder into reality and gives us an eternal hope.  

DATE:    April 23, 2017  

TITLE:   "A Living Hope for a 'Dead as Doornails' World"  

TEXT:    1 Peter 1:3-9  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

No matter how hard the world tries to shake our joy and faith, we have an inheritance in Christ that can never be  

taken away.  

DATE:    April 30, 2017  

TITLE:   "Unadulterated Fact"  

TEXT:    Acts 2:22-25  

SPEAKER:  Emeritus Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus  

The early believers knew two things to be true: Jesus performed miraculous works and He rose from the dead.  

FROM MIKE AND SHEILA FLYNN: We live in Maydelle and are looking for a house sitter during 

times when we take short trips (shortest-overnight/longest 10 days?). Our home is small but com-

fortably furnished with a large screen TV, Wi-Fi, phone and other conveniences. We have three 

dogs and two inside cats. If interested please contact us at: 

 (903) 795-3608 or dinosaur3727@gmail.com 



April 6 - Lucas Cranach, Albrecht Duerer, Artists  

Lucas Cranach (1472-1557), a close friend of Martin Luther, was a celebrated painter of portraits and  
altar pieces and a producer of woodcuts of religious subjects. Albrecht Duerer (1471-1528), a native of              
Nuernberg, Germany, was one of the most learned of Renaissance artists and also an ardent admirer of 
Martin Luther. His paintings and woodcuts include examples of the splendor of creation and skilled      
portrayals of biblical narratives. Both Cranach and Duerer are remembered and honored for the         
grandeur of their works of art that depict the glory and majesty and the grace and mercy of the triune 
God.  

April 20 - Johannes Bugenhagen  

Johannes Bugenhagen (1485-1558), from Pomerania in northern Germany, was appointed pastor of        
Wittenberg in 1523 through the efforts of Martin Luther and thus served as Luther's own pastor and          
confessor. One of the greatest scholars of the Reformation era, he helped translate the New Testament 
into Low German and wrote a commentary on the Psalms. He also worked to organize the Lutheran 
Church in northern Germany and Denmark, journeying to Copenhagen where he crowned both King and 
Queen and consecrated seven men to the offices of superintendent and bishop.  

April 21 - Anselm of Canterbury  

Born in Italy in 1033, Anselm is most closely associated with England, where he served as Archbishop of 
Canterbury for many years. A brilliant scholar and writer, Anselm used his political skills with the British 
kings on behalf of the established Christian church, affirming that it is the leadership of the church and not 
the state which has the responsibility of establishing structure and maintaining order among the clergy. 
Anselm is especially remembered for his classic book, Why God Became Man, which taught that the   
reason for the incarnation was that Jesus, the Son of God, would suffer and die in place of sinners.  

April 24 - Johann Walter, Kantor  

Johann Walter (1496-1570) began service at the age of 21 as a composer and bass singer in the court  
chapel of Frederick the Wise. In 1524, he published a collection of hymns arranged according to the 
church year. It was well  received and served as the model for numerous subsequent hymnals. In        
addition to serving for 30 years as kantor (church musician) in the cities of Torgau and Dresden, he also   
assisted Martin Luther in the preparation of the Deutsche Messe (1526). Walter is remembered as the 
first Lutheran kantor and  composer of church music.  

 

 

FROM THE MID-SOUTH DISTRICT OF THE LCMS: Thank you for our 

gift to help those affected by the wildfires in and around Gatlinburg, TN.  It is  

estimated that the fire-storm caused $500 million in property damage.  However, 

the community is continuing to recover thanks to the outpouring of kindness and 

love from neighbors both near and far. There are some 900 families in Sevier 

County that have lost their homes.  Thanks to contributions, such as yours, we 

will be able to help our hurting neighbors with physical needs, while praying with and for them in this 

recovery effort.  

 

FROM LANA BOWDEN: Thank you for your prayers, visits, cards and calls during my recuperation 

from knee surgery. Love and appreciate you all!   

 

FROM HOPE STATION: We here at Hope Station would like to say “Thank you for your    

thoughtful and generous gift.” The donation gift of $3700.80 will go toward the transformation of lives. 



BETHLEHEM STAR   

WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE... 

Lutherans place their faith in the Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - who has made us, redeemed us, and empowers us 

for Christian living. 

We believe Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God, who came to earth as a man, suffered and died in our place to win for us     

forgiveness of sin, and who rose again to life, assuring us that we, too, can live with Him eternally. 

We teach that we come to stand in right relation- ship with God not through our own goodness or righteousness, but through 

our faith in Jesus as Savior.  Faith alone receives the full promises of God. 

We believe that the two Sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's Supper, were instituted by Christ and offers forgiveness of sin to all 

who receive them in faith.  

Concerning Baptism, we teach that infants should also be baptized, since they, too, are sinful and need God's grace.  God can 

work faith in them, even though they are too young to intellectually grasp the Gospel. 

We believe that the body and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord's Supper through miraculous means, and that only 

Christians who share our belief should commune with us. 

We believe that God speaks to the world through His Word in the Bible. 

We believe that God loves every person and intends for all a life of dignity and meaning. 

We believe that Marriage is a life-long union of one man and one woman. 

We assert the vital importance of the Christian congregation as the community of believers in which the Gospel is preached and 

the Sacraments rightly administered. 

For more information, please visit www.belctx.org. 

  
 

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

The Lutheran Church -- Missouri Synod 

1515 South Loop 256 

Palestine, Texas 75801-5857 

If you no longer wish to receive this 

newsletter, would you be so kind to 
simply write “Refused” and then 

place it unopened in your mailbox. 

That way, we’ll be certain to remove 
your name from our mailing list, and 
you will be helping us to use very 

precious resources most wisely. 

Thank You! 

APRIL 2017 


