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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT:  Steadfast in the Word, Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church shares Christ and serves people with friendship in His love in all God’s world. 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance, fellow sojourners! 

Easter Sunday is past and April is coming to a close. Now comes May. As a child, my elders often repeated 

“April showers bring May flowers,” as a way to brighten the expectation of better weather days to come in 

which we could go out and play. Along with that there would also be the emerging beautiful colors of flowers 

to enliven the spirits. 

“April showers bring May flowers,” also reflects the hope that after difficult times come better times. Certain-

ly, because of the resurrection of our Lord that we just celebrated, we know that better times are coming. 

Christ is with us no matter the situation, and by His grace  brings us through those trying times to better 

ones. Do you remember during Lent we read the Gospel lesson in which Martha confessed that her dead 

brother Lazarus would be raised during the resurrection? We look forward to Christ’s return and the resur-

rection. Certainly, that is a better time coming. 

As we consider rain and showers, there are some interesting Scripture passages that speak to this topic. Probably 

the most known one is of Noah and the rains that came for 40 days and 40 nights, resulting in the great flood that 

wiped out everything except Noah and his family, and the animals on the ark. God destroyed a corrupt and evil 

world. With Noah and his family, life could start anew. But that sinful nature still resided in man and sin soon ap-

peared on the scene again. God gave new meaning to the rainbow. It became a symbol that went with His promise 

never to destroy the world by a flood again. Whenever we see a rainbow, we are reminded of God’s promise and 

faithfulness and we know a better time is coming. 

The Scriptures speak of God’s faithfulness in providing for our needs. God sends the early rains and the late rains 

so that the fields will be full of grain, the grapes will be large and lush producing much wine, and the olive trees will 

bear abundant fruit so the oil vats will be overflowing. In Ezekiel, the rains are referred to as “showers of bless-

ings.” Certainly, God blesses us with goodness and we should be constantly grateful for these blessings. 

But some of the passages that speak of God’s rains bringing a great harvest are associated with God’s people straying from Him. The cares 

of life and our desires cause us to seek out life apart from God. Spiritually speaking, our lives become parched and dried up as land without 

rain. The land is no longer good for harvesting fruit, and our lives are no longer good for bearing fruit. In the book of Hosea, we are en-

couraged to break up the unproductive ground and let God rain righteousness on us. The Holy Spirit speaks to our hearts encouraging us 

to repent of our waywardness and return to God, so that righteousness can rain upon us. God in His mercy and grace receives us and 

pours out more of His blessings upon us. He does not do this because of what we have done, but because Jesus Christ has borne our sins 

upon the tree of Calvary, paying the price of that sin. And, because God has raised him from the dead, we too share in that resurrection. 

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus said that God causes the sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends the rains on the righteous and 

the unrighteous. If we love only those who love us and we greet only our brothers and sisters, we are no different than those in the world.  

Christians are to be different. We are to stand out, letting the light of faith shine from within to dispel the world’s darkness. This is a very 

high standard, and with the Holy Spirit’s aid, working in us by Word and Sacrament we can indeed impact our community with the light of 

His love. 

+ + + 

I look forward to seeing you each Sunday morning … worshiping and studying with you … lifting up and exalting our great God with you! 

Come with a smile on your face, a bounce in your step, your Bible in hand, and that friend you personally and intentionally invited. Also, 

bring a joyful, eager attitude to be touched by the Risen Christ, together with a hungry heart for spiritual vitality and victorious living that 

comes each time we encounter God’s renewing presence in Word & Sacrament! 

(Peace [Shalom] be with you) 



Church Happenings …  

Mr. and Mrs. Jody Bowden, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Harris and Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Taylor  

request your presence at the  

Rite of Confirmation  

for 

Jessica Bowden, Kristen Harris and Sara Kimbrough 

 

On Sunday, May 7, 2017 

at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Palestine, Texas 

Service begins at 10:15 a.m. 

 A pot-luck lunch will follow in Luther Hall 

If you would like to help, please bring side dishes, salads and desserts.  

 

 

   

ALASKA TRIP AUGUST 28 - SEPTEMBER 7 

Ray and Donna Hughes are going on the Norwegian Cruise and train/land tour in 

Alaska. What an exciting way to experience the wonder of God’s majestic 

world! Are you interested in joining us??  See Donna for more details. 

PAINT THE EVES DAY 

SATURDAY, MAY 20TH  9 A.M. 
 

Bring your favorite paint brush to paint the church Sanctuary Eve.  A 35 foot man lift is reserved and paint 
will be provided. 

 

Any questions, please see Jim Broad. 



Remember the  

East Texas Zone Spring Workshop 

St. Peter  Lutheran Church, Gun Barrel City, Texas 

Saturday, May 6, 2017, 8:30 am  Registration ($6.00) 

Faith * Hope * Love 

1 Corinthians 13:13, “…the greatest of these is love.” 

Pastor Stinnette will open with prayer and lead the Bible Study. There will be crafts to make and songs to sing. Pastor Galler will 

conduct the closing worship; communion service by Pastors Galler and Stinnette. Special music during the workshop will be    

provided by David Weaver, music director. 

Ingathering donations will be accepted and blessed for East Texas Crisis Center: women’s sweatshirts & sweat pants (all sizes), 

pajamas, house shoes, fleece throws, new socks and panties, diapers/baby wipes, personal items. 

The day will also include morning snacks, Lunch & Breaks, fellowship. 

All ladies of Bethlehem are invited to be inspired!  We will carpool from the church. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Our LWML society collected Personal Care items for this year’s Lutheran 

World Relief. We had enough items to put together 22 personal care kits which 

were then sent on to the collection point in Dallas. From there, they will be  

directed to locations all over the world. Many thanks to all who participated in this 

effort! 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Confirmation: On May 7, Bethlehem will see three of our young members confirm their faith. As a gift from LWML, Donna 

Hughes will print and frame their Confirmation Verse as a keepsake of this special occasion. 

 
Remember to use your Kroger card as part of Kroger’s “Community Rewards” Program which is linked to Bethlehem’s LWML. 

We appreciate your efforts as we use these funds for our various projects. Find out how you may participate by going to      

Kroger.com to link your card to this program. 

Thank you for continuing to donate your CARD FRONTS.  St. Jude’s Ranch for Children recycles these to create new holiday 

and all-occasion greeting cards which are sold to support their programs and services for abused, neglected and homeless       

children, young adults and families.   

(Please note: Because of copyright laws, Hallmark, Disney and American Greetings cards will NOT be accepted.)  

Only the card front is required, and it must measure 7” by 5” or smaller. Make sure there are no personal, written    

messages on the front or the back. Place them into the collection box in Garber Hall.  (OR you may bring whole cards 

and someone will trim them.)   

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

 No LWML meeting is planned for May. 

 Sat.,  May 6, 2017 – East Texas Zone Workshop, St. Peter, Gun Barrel City, 8:30 a.m. 

 June 22-25, 2017 – LWML Convention, Albuquerque, NM – celebrating 75 years! 

 Sept. 29 – 30, 2017 – Texas District Retreat at Lakeview, under the direction of Debbie Curry, Texas District President. 

 LWML East Texas Zone Fall Rally, Pilgrim (Kilgore), date to be announced. 

 

 

Web site: http://lwmltxdist.org             Serve the Lord with gladness!  Psalm 100:2 



RENT - A -YOUTH 
 PROJECT / FUNDRAISER 

 
This is the last month for Project “Rent a Youth”  Fill out the application 
below or see Yanneth Harris for more information. 
 
Do you have some snow shoveling (well, maybe not this year) yard 
work or spring cleaning that needs to be done?  

 How  about technology mentoring, child care, painting, planting, raking, 
mowing,  window  washing,  decorating  Christmas  trees, putting  up 
Christmas   decorations  or  help   getting  ready  for  a  garage sale?  

You name it, we have someone  who  can  do  it!   BELC Youth group are ready, willing and able to do any 
and all odd jobs.  

This project provides an opportunity for middle and high school students, (grades 6 through 12), to assist 
older adults in completing routine light-duty household chores. However the goal of the Rent-A-
Youth project is not only to get an important job done, or to assist young people in acquiring a valuable 
sense of responsibility and self -confidence, but also to foster fellowship between older adults and the youth 
in our church. 

 

If you have a job that you’d like to have done, please fill out this form and drop it by the office or give to  
Yanneth Harris. This fundraiser will be operating From November thru May  

Please specify the type of work, how many people you want, how long you think it will take, and when you 
would like to have it done (please give at least 1 week  notice, but the further ahead the better.)  

Rent-A-Youth Coordinator: Yanneth Harris email: yatoruiz@yahoo.com  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

     Rent-A-Youth Worker Request 

Name:  __________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

Phone Number: __________________________________________ 

Description of job: 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________  

 Number of workers needed: __________     

Tentative Project Start Date: ____________________ Confirmed Project Start Date___________________ 

Tentative Project Completion Date: _______________ Confirmed Project Completion Date: _____________ 

Workers assigned to this project: ________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________  

Youth Director Name/Signature: _________________________/_________________________  



On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted 95 Theses on the Door of Castle Church in Wittenberg. It was like a blog post 
that went viral. He wanted to discuss the Gospel: that man is justified before God by faith in Christ and not by works. 

Just a few years later, at the Diet of Worms on April 17, 1521, Luther got his chance...or so he thought. He stood in front of 
the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, the papal representatives, and their soldiers dressed in their parade uniforms. But 
they wanted no discussion. It was simple: "Are these are your books? Do you recant?" 

All Luther could say to the first question was "Yes, these books are mine and I have written more." To the second question 
he asked for a night to pray, for the Gospel itself was at stake. Luther was ordered to either recant this Gospel or become 
an outlaw. He prayed that God would keep him from repenting a "single jot or tiddle." 

Everyone had already decided that Luther was guilty. And in a way, he was! He was teaching the truth of the Gospel that 
had come clear to him back in 1517, when he posted those 95 Theses that started it all: Jesus saves sinners by grace 
alone that is received by faith alone, and this is found in Scripture alone. 

"Unless I can be instructed and convinced with evidence from the Holy Scriptures or with open, clear, and distinct grounds 
and reasoning—and my conscience is captive to the Word of God—then I cannot and will not recant, because it is neither 
safe nor wise to act against conscience. Here I stand. I can do no other. God help me. Amen." 

"Here I stand." That's daring to be...Lutheran! What words! What a theme! So on this 500th anniversary of Dr. Luther's   
firing the Gospel shot heard around the Church, Higher Things is excited to continue to stand and confess the Gospel with 
Dr. Luther at our 2017 Summer Conferences. 

HERE I STAND 

2017 HIGHER THINGS YOUTH CONFERENCE 

JUNE 27-30, 2017   

TRINITY UNIVERSITY — SAN ANTONIO, TX 



To this day, 

orthodox, 

confessional 

Lutherans assert 

that Christ is 

actually present in 

the sacramental 

bread and wine, 

according to both his 

human and Divine 

natures...  

 

 

The Ecumenical Movement’s Use 

of the Lord’s Supper (Part 4 of 4) 

by Rev. Paul T. McCain  

©1998 Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals  

The Ecumenical Movement's Understanding of 

Altar Fellowship 

The twentieth century Ecumenical Movement began 

with a missionary conference in Edinburgh, Scotland in 

1910. This beginning stage reached its culmination at 

the first assembly of the World Council of Churches 

in 1948 in Amsterdam. During these earlier years a 

concern for consensus in doctrine was much more 

discernible than today. After 1948 the WCC began to 

distance itself from attempts to resolve doctrinal 

difference. As the WCC’s own book on the subject 

notes, “The Orthodox and Roman Catholic 

[churches] emphasized the need for unity in faith and 

tended to favor a methodology of...theological con-

versations, even as others were stressing solidarity in 

the social-political crises of the day.”7 In more recent 

years, the WCC concedes that the emphasis is now 

on pluralism, that is, “the dialogue of cultures and 

ideologies within the now-global church.”8 Then 

comes this remarkably candid statement, “Until 1968 

(or thereabouts), diversity was seen more as a prob-

lem to be resolved than as a characteristic of genuine 

unity (despite the frequent assertions that ‘unity does 

not mean uniformity’). This began quickly to change.”9 

The Ecumenical Movement views the Lord’s Supper as 

a tool to strengthen and develop an understanding of 

fellowship in the faith that is not seen as “uniformity 

but a communion of rich diversity.” Furthermore, the 

Ecumenical Movement is intent on “eliminating polem-

ic and [furthering] mutual understanding, reconcilia-

tion and the healing of memories.”10 In spite of pious 

protestations to the contrary, one is hard pressed to 

view such a claim as anything other than a call to 

simply “forget” those memories that stand in the way 

of fellowship. These “memories” are, for confessional-

ly sensitive Christians, the living voice of Jesus in the 

Church today, who says, “This is my Body.” What the 

Lord has said cannot be forgotten, overlooked, mar-

ginalized, or downplayed for the sake of unity. 

This brings us to today. To illustrate the unholy chaos 

of the Ecumenical Movement one need only review 

the most recent ecumenical decisions by four Ameri-

can Protestant denominations. In August of 1997 the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) de-

clared itself to be in full communion with the Presby-

terian ChurchUSA (PCUSA), the Reformed Church 

in America (RCA), and the United Church of Christ 

(UCC). The formula of agreement that brought about 

this sweeping union of mainline Lutheran and Re-

formed churches acknowledges that agreement about 

what the Lord's Supper actually is was not the basis 

for full communion. This is a contradiction apparent 

to all but those who support these ecumenical deci-

sions. Thus we read from the text of the agreement: 

It has not been possible to reconcile the confes-

sional formulations from the sixteenth century 

with a “common language which could do justice 

to all the insights, convictions, and concerns of 

our ancestors in the faith” (A Common Calling, 

p. 49). However the theological conversations 

recognized those enduring differences as ac-

ceptable diversities with regard to the Lord’s 

Supper affirming that those differences are not 

church-dividing, but are complementary.11 

The differences that exist, and have existed since the 

sixteenth century, are no longer viewed as divisive. 

The Ecumenical Movement's commitment to embrac-

ing diversity, rather than resolving differences, has 

born full fruit here in the United States with this 

broad ecumenical agreement on the part of Lutherans 

and Reformed churches. 

Conclusion 

The two-fold response to divisions among Christians 

remains yet today. Christians may either devote 

themselves to serious dialogue and an honest wres-

tling with differences with a view toward resolving 

them, or they may simply agree to disagree, reconcil-

ing their diversity and embracing it as a part of what it 

means to be the Church. 

While it is true that our Lord prayed that we might all 

be one, first he prayed that we would be “sanctified” 

and “consecrated” in the truth that is known only 

from the Word of God, which is truth itself (John 

17:1718). Holy Communion or unholy chaosthese 

are the two options facing all churches. Faithful 

churches and faithful Christians will never embrace 

disunity. Our Lord does not want his Blessed Sacra-

ment turned into an unholy chaos of division in the 

very meal and at the very moment where he joins 

himself to us, and thus permits us to express our 

innermost unity in the truth of his Word. These 

words of Christ, “This is my Body,” still stand firm 

against all who would deny them or doubt them. May 

God grant his Church the grace to remain steadfast in 

the truth of his Word. 

7 See Michael Kinnamon and Brian Cope, eds., The 

Ecumenical Movement: An Anthology of Key Texts and 

Voices (Geneva: World Council of Churches Publica-

tion, 1997; jointly published with Eerdmans, Grand 

Rapids, MI), 4.  
8 Kinnamon, 4.  

9 Kinnamon, 4.  

10 Kinnamon, 453, emphasis added.  

11Ecumenical Proposals: Formula of Agreement (Chicago: 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 1996), 21.  

Holy Communion or Unholy Chaos  



STEWARDSHIP  
“It is more blessed to give than to receive,” said St. Paul, 

quoting our Lord (Acts 20:35). How can this be?  

Jesus and His disciples withdrew to a mountain by the shore 

of the Sea of Galilee. The crowds followed them, for the 

Lord had just showered upon them the gift of His teaching, 

the gift of His Word. But the day was   

waning; the sun was setting, and it was   

getting late. Looking upon the crowds, Jesus 

had compassion on them and asked, 

“Where are we to buy bread, so that these 

people may eat” (St. John 6:5)? Philip said 

that two hundred denarii (a day’s wages for 

two hundred men) could not buy enough 

bread for each of them to get a little.  

But Andrew, Peter’s brother, brought a 

young boy forward, who had five barley 

loaves and two small fish. “But,” Andrew 

asked, “what are they for so many” (St. John 

6:9). Jesus replied, “Have the people sit down” (St. John 

6:10).  

Then Jesus, the Son of God, gave them a second gift, a gift 

from what only He could give—a gift from above. He took 

the bread and the fish, gave thanks, blessed them, and     

distributed them to the crowd. Then came the miracle. As 

these five loaves and two fish were given out, they         

multiplied. He fed the hungry crowd until they were all full. 

And twelve baskets full were left over. 

But Jesus was not the only one who gave that day. There is 

one person who also gave from what he had. It was the boy 

with the five loaves and the two fish. All the others,        

including the boy, received the gift of a miraculous feast. 

And they would look back on it with wonder. But the boy, 

when he would look back on it, would look back and re-

member not just what he received. He would look back 

with wonder and delight when the Son of 

God made his gift into something miracu-

lous. For it is more blessed to give than to 

receive.  

This our Lord does for each of us. He  

presses our gifts, no matter how big or how 

small, into His service and works wonders 

with them. He provides through what we 

give: water for baptism, bread and wine for 

the Lord’s Supper, a man called and sent for 

the preaching of the Gospel and Absolution. 

He provides a building in which we can  

gather as His children, lights so that we 

might not gather in darkness. He provides funds for the care 

of the poor and struggling, for missionaries who preach and 

teach beyond our borders. He makes Christians, disciples of 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ in our midst by bringing 

them to faith and nurturing them in that faith. He takes our 

gifts and turns them into something miraculous.  

Indeed, it is more blessed to give than to receive. Thus we 

give. We give of what we have. And the Lord works His 

wonders.  

 

Have you ever thought how your giving 

would change if Jesus stood before you 

waiting to receive your gifts?  Would you 

give Him exactly the same amount as you 

now give for God’s work?  Before you 

close your eyes this evening ask yourself, 

“What would my Lord have me do about 

tithing?”  Jesus, in reproving the proud 

Pharisees, gave them no credit for tithing.  

He says, “These ye ought to have done.”  

Does He mean that I must give one tenth 

of my income to His Church?  There may 

God’s Share First  
be some question at this point but there is 

no argument here.  St. Matthew 23:23 is a 

call for each Christian to respond fully to 

divine grace.  Am I doing all I ought? 

We urge all members to become percent-

age givers at the Tithe level.  Percentage 

giving is a way of properly focusing all of 

life on the Lord who gives all things. Have 

you made a covenant with God to give 

Him a specific percentage of all that comes 

into your hands? 



REMEMBERING IN PRAYER   
“In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God.”  (Philippians 4:6) 

HEALTH NEEDS  

MEMBERS: 

George Nelson - recovering from a stroke 

Pastor Roy Southard - treatment for cancer 

FRIENDS: 

Fred Baitz - [Peggy Adler’s cousin] 

Sara Barnett - [Sandra Gruetzner’s co-worker]  

Danny Fletcher - [Gruetzner’s family member] - heart surgery 

Melvin Fogle - [Jo Ann Tugwell’s brother-in-law] 

Tommy Fogle - [Jo Ann Tugwell’s nephew] - bone cancer 

Brice Harrington - [Mary Unk’s grandson] 

Eric & Felicia Higgenbotham - [friend of Devin Jackson] - new baby 

Bill & Ava Hogan - [Milton Hogan’s parents]  

Helen Hooper - [Marjorie Smith’s friend] 

Steve & Katie Lund - [former members] - ongoing health concerns 

Janet MacKenzie - recovery from surgery  

Clarence Mindrup - [Patti Lestig’s father] - cancer treatment 

Gaile Nivens - [Alicia Hutton’s aunt]  

Debbie Noonan - [friend of Marcy Hogan] - ongoing health concerns 

Lorie Owens - [Julie Schoppe sister & Ken Koehler’s daughter] - lung disease 

Bonita Randall - [Neva Shugart Broad’s niece] - ongoing health concerns 

Hazel Reed - [daughter of Battalion Chief Nathan Reed] - blood disorder 

Floyd Ruhnke - [Marjorie Smith’s cousin] - health concerns 

Phyllis Shafferkoetter - [Mary Unk’s sister] - blood clots in lungs and leg 

Bethany Stansbury - [Marcy Hogan’s friend] - problems with pregnancy 

Randy Stover- [Tugwell’s friend] - recovery from triple bypass surgery 

Mary Walther - [Melanie Jackson’s mother] - hospitalized in Houston 

Tim Walther - [Melanie Jackson’s brother] - stroke 

Michelle Warren - [Mike Smith’s niece] - recovery from auto accident 

Theresa White - [Alicia Hutton’s grandmother]  

Orville Wilbanks - [friends of the Hughes’] - cancer treatments 

Gene & Patsy Worsham - [Tim’s parents] - ongoing health concerns 

 

HOMEBOUND:  

Opal Garber, Benjamin Garcia [Robert Garcia’s brother], Dorothy Jackson, Martha Kaudelka, Neva Kosted, Ardelle 

Samford, Johnnie Weaver, Connie Wunderlich 

 

THOSE SERVING IN OUR NATION’S ARMED FORCES: 

Members Kyle Lawson and Kyle Shepherd, as well as Robert Garcia [Juanita’s son], Jason Payne [Kay Wickliffe’s son] 

and Jeremy Stafford [Marcy Hogan’s nephew] 

 

Please inform the Pastor and the Church Office regarding the status of submitted prayers so we may be timely and up-

to-date in petitions to our gracious God.  

 

 



Gil called meeting to order. Pastor opened with devotion and prayer. Minutes were read. **Motion by Jerry, 2nd 

by James to accept. Motion carried. 

REPORTS 

VP- Albert reported plaques are mounted, need to clean along sides or put wooden frame around one. 

Financial Secretary- Lea reported March income $14,827, expenses $12,256. Loan balance $61,754, will sent 

extra $5,500 toward principle this month. Checking on CEF rebate. 

Treasurer- Lea gave account balances, income report and Budget performance for March and year-to-

date. **Motion by Albert, 2nd by Jerry to accept financial reports. Motion carried. 

Elders- James reported average attendance in March was 75, first quarter average was 69. 

Christian Education- Donna reported Mid Week will resume April 19th. Need $854 for Higher Things         

registration, will have garage sale April 22nd. Need to have money turned in by April 30th. 

Evangelism- Jerry reported Adopt-A-Highway April 8th, 9 am; April 1st Fish Fry about $500 will be sent to Food 

Bank.  Contract with Red Cross. Set June 24th for Summer Bible Jamboree. 

Stewardship- Steve reported electric looking good; energy committee looking into suggestions, ceiling fans, glass 

panes, high efficiency A/C units. 

Property- Jim installed 4 kick plates on Garber Hall doors, water filter in Garber Hall kitchen; will finish painting 

project. 

Social Concerns- Donna reported on Easter Breakfast, sign up sheet; meet 7 am. Confirmation May 7th, Lana 

providing cake. Bible verses. PAT group meets in Garber Hall on April 28th, “Child abuse awareness.” 

Youth- Yanneth reported storage room cleaned and organized, donated $600 to Higher Things; garage sale in 

April. Fellowship at “I Jump.” Helping evangelism committee, will be cleaning pews. Kids plan to be involved with Bible 

Jamboree. 

Pastor reported on Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter; Confirmation of Jessica Bowden, Kristen Harris & Sara 

Kimbrough on May 7th. Midweek Bible class resumes April 19th. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Waiting to hear from First Baptist Church/Marshall concerning pipe organ. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Donna mentioned moving communion rail to eliminate step. 

 

**Motion by Jerry, 2nd by Lea to adjourn. Motion carried. Pastor closed meeting with benediction. 

 

Present:  Gil Daughtrey, Jim Broad, Jerry Hartenberger, Yanneth Harris, Steve Unk, Lea Rosier, Donna Hughes, 

James Taylor Albert Harris, Pastor Adler. 

 

 

Church Council Meeting -  April 4, 2017 



“THE LUTHERAN HOUR RADIO MINISTRY” 
 

 

 

The Lutheran Hour can be heard on the radio Saturday at: 

6:30 AM on 91.9 FM KAVX  Lufkin, TX 

 Sunday at:10:30 AM on 97.5 FM KTTB  Tyler, TX 

Sunday at 12:30 PM on 91.5 FM KHCB Madisonville, TX 

 

      Online at www.lutheranhour.org 

 

DATE:    May 7, 2017  

TITLE:   "The Abundant Life of Grace"  

TEXT:    John 10:1-10  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Don't leave God's grace behind! We are still sheep who need the Good Shepherd.  

DATE:    May 14, 2017  

TITLE:   "To Know God, Look to Jesus"  

TEXT:    John 14:1-14  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

To be saved by Jesus Christ is not religion--it is reliance upon God's grace, God's doing, and God's amazing love for 

you.  

DATE:    May 21, 2017  

TITLE:   "Comfort in the Spirit for Our Spirits" 

TEXT:    John 14:15-21  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

To be the people God created us to be, we must be connected to His power, to His Word, by His Spirit.  

DATE:    May 28, 2017  

TITLE:   "The Best of Things in the Worst of Times" 

TEXT:    Philippians 1:27  

SPEAKER:  Emeritus Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus  

As another generation comes along that knows not the Lord or what He has done, God enables His people to do the 

best of things in the worst of times.  

FROM MIKE AND SHEILA FLYNN: We live in Maydelle and are looking for a house sitter during 

times when we take short trips (shortest-overnight/longest 10 days?). Our home is small but   

comfortably furnished with a large screen TV, Wi-Fi, phone and other conveniences. We have 

three dogs and two inside cats. If interested please contact us at: 

 (903) 795-3608 or dinosaur3727@gmail.com 



May 2 – Athanasius of Alexandria  - Athanasius was born in Alexandria in Egypt in A.D. 295.  He served as a church leader in a time of great        

controversy and ecclesiastical disagreements.  At the Council of Nicaea in 325, he defended Christian orthodoxy against the proponents of the Arian 

heresy, which denied the full divinity of Jesus Christ.  During his 45-year tenure as bishop of Alexandria, Athanasius wrote numerous works that      

defended the orthodox teaching.  His enemies had him exiled five times; on two occasions he was almost murdered. Yet Athanasius remained       

steadfast and ended his days restored fully to his church responsibilities.  The Athanasian Creed, although not composed by Athanasius, is named in 

his honor  because it confesses the doctrinal orthodoxy he championed throughout his life.  

May 4 – Friedrich Wyneken, Pastor and Missionary  - Friedrich Wyneken is one of the founding fathers of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod, 

along with C.F.W. Walther and Wilhelm Sihler.  Born in 1810 in Germany, he came to Baltimore in 1838 and shortly thereafter accepted a call to be the 

pastor of congregations in Friedheim and Fort Wayne, Indiana.  Supported by Wilhelm Loehe's mission society, Wyneken served as an itinerant      

missionary in  Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan, particularly among Native Americans.  Together with Loehe and Sihler, he founded Concordia Theological 

Seminary in 1846 in Fort Wayne, Ind.  He later served as the second president of the LCMS during a period of significant growth (1850-64).  His     

leadership strongly influenced the confessional character of the LCMS and its commitment to an authentic Lutheran witness.  

May 5 – Frederick the Wise  - Frederick the Wise, elector of Saxony from 1486 to 1525, was Martin Luther's sovereign in the early years of the    

Reformation.  Were it not for Frederick, there might not have been a Lutheran Reformation.  Born in Torgau in 1463, he became so well known for his 

skill in political diplomacy and his sense of justice and fairness that he was called "the Wise" by his subjects.  Though he never met Luther, Frederick 

repeatedly protected and provided for him.  In all likelihood he saved the reformer from a martyr's fate.  Frederick refused the pope's demand to      

extradite Luther to Rome for a heresy trial in 1518.  When Emperor Charles V declared Luther an outlaw in 1521 at the Diet of Worms, Frederick     

provided sanctuary for Luther at the Wartburg castle.  On his deathbed, Frederick received the Lord's Supper in both kinds—a clear confession of the 

evangelical Christian faith.  

May 7 – C.F.W. Walther  - Carl Ferdinand Wilhelm Walther (1811-87), one of the founding fathers of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, served as 

its first president from 1847 to 1850 and then again from 1864 to 1878.  In 1839 he emigrated from Saxony, Germany, with other Lutherans who settled 

in Missouri.  He served as pastor of several congregations in St. Louis, helped establish Concordia Seminary in 1839, and in 1847 was instrumental in 

the formation of our Synod, which was then called (in German) "The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States."  Walther was a 

prolific writer and speaker who worked tirelessly to promote confessional Lutheran teaching and doctrinal agreement among all Lutherans in the United 

States.  Walther was the founding editor of Der Lutheraner, which was published from 1844 to 1965.  He also founded a German theological journal, 

Lehre und Wehre (doctrine and defense), which was published from 1855 to 1929.  Among Walther’s most influential works are Church and Ministry 

and The Proper Distinction between Law and Gospel.  He died on May 7, 1887 and is buried in Concordia Cemetery in St. Louis.   

May 9 – Job, Patriarch  - Job was a blameless and upright man who came from Uz (Job 1:1), a land northeast of Canaan.  The Book of Job examines 

the depths of his faith, which was severely tested through the sufferings God permitted.  Despite the sudden death of his ten children and the loss of all 

his wealth and his health, Job refused to curse God: "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return; the Lord gave, and the Lord 

has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord." (Job 1:21)  Still, in the midst of his tribulations Job questioned the meaning and purpose of  suffer-

ing to the point of asserting his own righteousness. (Job 34:5-6)  Finally, the Lord revealed that a man cannot know the mysteries of God. (chapters 38-

41)  Job's faith in God as his Redeemer and the resurrection prevailed. (19:25-27)  In the end the Lord restored his wealth and blessed him with another 

seven sons and three daughters.  

May 11 – Cyril and Methodius, Missionaries to the Slavs  - Cyril (c. 826-69) and Methodius (c. 815-85) were brothers who came from a Greek   

family in Thessalonica.  The younger brother took the name "Cyril" when he became a monk in 868.  After ordination, Cyril became librarian at the 

Church of Holy Wisdom (Hagia Sophia) in Constantinople.  In 862 the brothers were sent by the emperor as missionaries to what is now the Czech 

republic, where they taught in the native Slavic tongue.  Cyril invented the alphabet today know today as "Cyrillic," which provided a written language for 

the liturgy and Scriptures for the Slavic peoples.  This use of the vernacular established an important principle for evangelical Christian missions.  

May 21 – Constantine, Emperor, and Helena, his mother - Constantine I served as Roman Emperor from A.D. 306 to 337.  During his reign the           

persecution of Christians was forbidden by the Edict of Milan in 312, and ultimately the faith gained full imperial support.  Constantine took an active 

interest in the life and teachings of the church and called the Council of Nicaea in 325 at which orthodox Christianity was defined and defended. His 

mother, Helena (c. 255-329), strongly influenced Constantine.  Her great interest in locating the holy sites of the Christian faith led her to become one of 

the first Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land.  Her research led to the identification of Biblical locations in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and beyond, which are 

still maintained as places of worship today. 

May 24 – Esther - Esther is the heroine of the biblical book that bears her name. Her Jewish name was Hadassah, which means "myrtle." Her beauty, 

charm, and courage served her well as queen to King Ahasuerus.  In that role she was able to save her people from the mass extermination that    

Haman, the king's chief advisor, had planned. (Esther 2:19—4:17)  Esther's efforts to uncover the plot resulted in the hanging of Haman on the very 

same gallows that he had built for Mordecai, her uncle and guardian. Then the king named Mordecai minister of state in Haman's place. This story is an 

example of how God intervenes on behalf of his people to deliver them from evil, as here through Esther He preserved the Old Testament people 

through whom the Messiah would come.  

May 25 – The Venerable Bede  - Bede (673-735) was the last of the early church fathers and the first to compile the history of the English church.  

Born in Northumbria, Bede was given by his parents to a monastery in Northern England at the age of seven.  He rarely left the monastery and       

devoted the rest of his life to teaching and writing. The most learned man of his time, he was a prolific writer of history, whose careful use of sources 

provided a model for historians in the Middle Ages.  Known best for his book, The Ecclesiastical History of the English People, he was also a profound 

interpreter of Scripture; his commentaries are still fresh today. His most famous disciple, Cuthbert, reported that Bede was working on a translation of 

John's Gospel into English when death came, and that he died with the words of the Gloria Patri on his lips. He received the title "Venerable" within two 

generations of his death and is buried in Durham Cathedral as one of England's greatest saints.  

 



BETHLEHEM STAR   

WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE... 

Lutherans place their faith in the Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - who has made us, redeemed us, and empowers us 

for Christian living. 

We believe Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God, who came to earth as a man, suffered and died in our place to win for us     

forgiveness of sin, and who rose again to life, assuring us that we, too, can live with Him eternally. 

We teach that we come to stand in right relation- ship with God not through our own goodness or righteousness, but through 

our faith in Jesus as Savior.  Faith alone receives the full promises of God. 

We believe that the two Sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's Supper, were instituted by Christ and offers forgiveness of sin to all 

who receive them in faith.  

Concerning Baptism, we teach that infants should also be baptized, since they, too, are sinful and need God's grace.  God can 

work faith in them, even though they are too young to intellectually grasp the Gospel. 

We believe that the body and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord's Supper through miraculous means, and that only 

Christians who share our belief should commune with us. 

We believe that God speaks to the world through His Word in the Bible. 

We believe that God loves every person and intends for all a life of dignity and meaning. 

We believe that Marriage is a life-long union of one man and one woman. 

We assert the vital importance of the Christian congregation as the community of believers in which the Gospel is preached and 

the Sacraments rightly administered. 

For more information, please visit www.belctx.org. 
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