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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT:  Steadfast in the Word, Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church shares Christ and serves people with friendship in His love in all God’s world. 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance, fellow sojourners! 

I once saw a bumper sticker, “Tough Day, Pray Harder.” We have all had tough days where life just piles on top of us; too much work, stress and  

physical and emotional pressures. The impact is such that all we can do is shout to God, “Help!” Everything is so overwhelming that we cannot    for-

mulate an intelligible request to God. We can take comfort because God has planned for this, “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not 

know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of 

the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.” (Romans 8:26,27 ESV).  When we cannot formulate the words, the Spirit 

who searches our hearts, knows our needs and makes intercession for us according to God’s will.  We can rest assured, since the intercession is ac-

cording to God’s will, He hears and answers. Our day can go much better we are in God’s care. 

Prayer is a wonderful gift.  God speaks to us through his Word and we speak to God in our prayers.  God 

encourages us to pray.  God says “Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that 

you have not known.” (Jeremiah 33:3 ESV). The words were for Jeremiah, but they show God’s desire for his 

people to pray and call on his name.  In the New Testament, Jesus gives us many promises if we pray.  The 

Gospel of John contains many of these promises: “If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” (St. John 14:13 

ESV)  “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” (St. John 

15:7) “Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you have 

asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.”  (St. John 16:23-24 ESV) See also St. 

John 14:14, 15:16, and 16:26. One of the obvious points in these verses is that when we are praying to God, we are doing it in Christ’s name.  Praying 

in Christ’s name means we are praying as Christ would pray. These requests are in keeping with the character and personhood o f Christ. Another 

important concept is that if we are abiding in him and his word is abiding in us we may ask. It is necessary for us to read and mediate on God’s Word, 

and in so doing, our prayers will be in keeping with God’s will. Christ wants our joy to be full so he implores us to pray. How much joy do we miss out 

on by not praying? 

At times it is difficult to know what to ask God to do. One of the helps in this area is to use the prayers of scripture as models.  Paul expresses prayers 

in some of his epistles. There is a good one in Colossians. St. Paul prays, “we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge 

of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing 

in the knowledge of God;  being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who 

has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.” (1:9-12) If we pray this everyday for ourselves and others, what 

spiritual growth would we know in our lives, and what changes for the better would we see around us? Of course, the best 

model of prayer is the one Jesus taught his disciples, “Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive our trespasses as we forgive those who have 

trespassed against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever.” 

I’d like to emphasize two things in relation to prayer, and both accompany the work of our Evangelism Committee. FIRST, 

please do not forget our “Sow the Word” outreach. It’s such a easy thing to give a copy of the Gospel of John and then to 

ask the recipient if we can pray for them. SECOND, this June 24th—from 9a-12p — our Evangelism Committee is      ven-

turing forth into new territory. We are taking Vacation Bible School into the community. We’re calling it “Summer Bible 

Jamboree.” We’ll take the Gospel to the children of Northside Heights Apartments. We’ll present the story of the Prodigal 

Son with puppets, songs, and crafts. And we’ll serve lunch. Any time or effort you can give will be much appreciated. AND, 

as you spend time with God in prayer, please ask God to both empower and bless this outreach opportunity! 

+ + + 

I look forward to seeing you each Sunday morning … worshiping and studying with you … lifting up and exalting our great God w ith you! Come with a 

smile on your face, a bounce in your step, your Bible in hand, and that friend you personally and intentionally invited. Also, bring a joyful, eager attitude 

to be touched by the Risen Christ, together with a hungry heart for spiritual vitality and victorious living that comes each time we encounter God’s 

renewing presence in Word & Sacrament! 

(Peace [Shalom] be with you) 



Church Happenings …  

SUMMER BIBLE JAMBOREE 

SATURDAY, JUNE 24  9 AM—12 PM 
 

We are excited about our upcoming 
Bible Jamboree on Saturday, June 24th 

from 9am to noon at Northside 

Heights apartments on North Jackson 

Street.  We will be sharing the love of 

Jesus with around 30 children and 

their parents with a puppet show, 

crafts ,  songs,  fe l lowship and 

lunch.  Let us know how you can help. 

 

 

   

ALASKA TRIP AUGUST 28 - SEPTEMBER 7 

Ray and Donna Hughes are going on the Norwegian Cruise and train/land tour in 

Alaska. What an exciting way to experience the wonder of God’s majestic 

world! Are you interested in joining us??  See Donna for more details. 

 

To all who helped with Confirmation Sunday: those who helped set up, brought food, 

guests who attended, gifts received, Verda’s Flower Shop for the floral arrangements 

and Lana Bowden for the beautiful cake.  We also thank our church family for their 

continued support in helping to keep our faith strong and prayers for our future.       

Jessica Bowden, Kristen Harris, Sara Kimbrough and families. 

 

FROM KRISTEN HARRIS: I would like to thank all of the people who helped with my confirmation: 

providing food, help setting up and taking down, many wonderful gifts, and for my journey to the day. It was 

an incredible experience that could not have been possible without you. 

If you missed a Sunday, you 

can visit Bethlehem’s web-

site at www.belctx.org to 

hear past sermons. 

Thanks to the many people 

who teach our children, both 

on Sunday mornings as well as 

Wednesday night.  Your dedi-

cation for lesson preparedness, 

times spent just listening and 

an occasional hug blesses our   

children. Bethlehem’s future is 

important and it starts in the 

Sunday school class. 

 

HAPPY  

FATHER’S 

DAY 

JUNE 

18TH 

Are you looking for a beautiful card for special        

occasions?  The ladies of the LWML are selling    

greeting cards in Garber Hall for a 50 cent donation 

towards MITES.  



LWML Spring East Texas Zone Workshop – “Faith, Hope & Love” was the theme 

for the workshop held at St. Peter Lutheran Church, Gun Barrel City, on Sat., May 6. 

The Bible study was based on 1 Corinthians 13:13 led by Pastor Galler, Zone Counse-

lor.  

TX District News was presented by Sharon Sampson, Zone President, and we were 

treated to a skit by several LWML members.  After lunch and crafts, the communion 

service was conducted by Pastor Stinnette of St. Peter, assisted by Pastor Galler. After singing “Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness” and “Amazing Grace,” we were  “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing.”   

Seven of us from Bethlehem attended and enjoyed the hospitality of the LWML ladies, as well as the blessing 

of ingathering items for the local Crisis Center.  We’re looking forward to the “Streams of Living Water” 

TX District Retreat at Lakeview Methodist Retreat Center, Palestine, Sept. 29 - 30. 

 

From the Spring 2017 Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly:  Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is celebrating 75 

years of “Commending Christ From One Generation to Another.”  Quoting Reverend Dr. Steve 

Turner for 2017 LWML Prayer Service: Many of us lament the generation gap that is growing with the     

acceleration of changes in our culture.  We sometimes long for the “good old days” but we are reminded 

that God continues to work in our days. He is the God of all generations! 

 

It’s not too early to be thinking of craft Ideas to make and sell during our November Bazaar! 

CARD FRONTS - We are working on another box to send to the children of St. Jude Ranch for use in 

their fundraising effort. Look for the collection box in Garber Hall.  Be sure to trim any kind of cards (no 

larger than 5” x 7”), remembering that no personal messages should appear on the front or back. (Please 

note: Because of copyright laws, Hallmark, Disney or American Greetings cards will NOT be accepted.)  

Remember: Your Kroger card is part of Kroger’s “Community Rewards” Program and is linked to       

Bethlehem’s LWML. Contact Donna Hughes for information on how to sign up. 

MARK THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR!  -  -  

 Sunday, June 11, 2017, LWML meeting immediately after church. 

 June 22-25, 2017: 75th Anniversary Convention, Albuquerque. Theme: “Jesus Christ Above All” (Phil: 

2:9) 

 Sept. 29-30, 2017 – TX District Retreat at Lakeview; Theme: “Streams of Living Water”’ featuring Jan 

Struck, “Interrupter” at many conventions. 

 LWML East Texas Zone Fall Rally, date to be announced. 

 

Go to www.lwml.org and sign up for “The Time is Now,” a 2-Minute Tuesday email for timely tips, insight 

and wisdom to share God’s Word, missions, service and fellowship. 

Our society is open to all women of Bethlehem. We usually meet after church on the second Sunday of the 

month. There are no dues, but we collect donations for MITES and for our general fund. The Annual Bazaar 

is our major fundraiser.  

 

Web site: http://lwmltxdist.org             Serve the Lord with gladness!  Psalm 100:2 



MEET THE FLYNN’S 

Mike and Sheila Flynn live in Maydell, in the same home Sheila grew up in, and have been married for 5 

years.  

Mike is a Marine [thanks for serving our country, Mike!] who served active duty from 1960-64 and is a    

retired Marine Corps Officer. He has been a law enforcement officer in Wyoming, MI for 25 years and also 

with the Eddy County Sheriff’s Dept. in New Mexico.  He moved to Ireland in 1989 and has dual citizenship.  

He met Sheila in 2011 after moving to Texas.   

He has a married son, Sean, who lives in Chicago and has two lovely granddaughters, 16 and 18 years old.  

His oldest son lives in Michigan.  Mike enjoys riding his Trike [motorcycle], jogging/working out, long walks 

with the dogs, shooting, time with Sheila, working in the yard and just sitting on the back deck with a drink. 

Sheila lived in Maydell, TX from birth until graduating.  She then moved to Galveston, attended business 

school and met her first husband.  They moved to San Diego, California where she worked for Union Bank 

until she retired.  After a year in Las Vegas, they moved back to Maydell.  Her husband passed away in 

2010. Sheila has two children; Jeaniene, who works in accounting in Round Rock, TX and has 3 children, 

and a son, John, who lives in San Diego.   

Sheila was a Senior Children’s swimming instructor for 10 years and taught over 732 kids to swim!  She 

played softball until she was 65, played basketball until 2007 and also participated in the Senior Olympics. 

She does a lot of embroidery and likes to cook [Mike says she is very good at it]. 

They have three dogs, a Cheweenie, a lab mix and a Belgian Shepherd, and have 8 outside cats and 2 inside.  

The oldest cat is 19 years old! They love living in the country with the deer, hogs and other wild life. 

FISH FRY UPDATE 

Bethlehem held a fish fry fund raiser for The Palestine Community Food Pantry on April 1st of this year.  

We raised $705.00 for this worth while cause.  Thanks to all who helped make this a successful event and 

we look forward to more outreach opportunities in the future! 

The Evangelism Committee 



KIDS KORNER 

Congratulations to Harley Mingus, who graduates from Cayuga 

High School May 27,  Harley is the daughter of Mike and     

Tammy Mingus and granddaughter of Ray and Donna Hughes. 

Congratulations to Justis Blackmon who graduates from        

Palestine High School on May 26. Justis is the son of Scott and 

Jennifer Hughes and grandson of Ray and Donna Hughes. 

Congratulations to Aaron Jackson who also graduates from   

Palestine High School on May 26.  Aaron received: the all A 

honor roll, Class top 10, PISD outstanding musician of the year, 

PHS Prom Court, UIL awards in Computer                           

Applications, Computer Science, and Current Issues and Events. 

Matthew Jackson received the Compass Award for Photography 

and the Junior Varsity Golf Award. 

 

HIGHER THINGS YOUTH CONFERENCE IN SAN ANTONIO, TX  JUNE 27-30, 2017 

Aaron and Matthew Jackson, Sara Kimbrough, and Bethany and Nic Worsham are attending the 

Higher Things Youth Gathering. Their adult sponsors are Rev. Adler, Devin and Melanie Jackson, 

Ann Worsham, and Megan Taylor. 

At the conference, they will spend four days immersed in the Gospel, hearing about Jesus, and what 

He's done for them They will participate in the many worship services, joining their voices with 

those of the historic Christian church through liturgy and hymns, and hear the Gospel preached in 

its purity. 

They will also learn, in much greater depth, about the Lutheran faith, not just what we believe, but 

why we believe it and why it's important.  All this will equip them to talk about their faith to others.  

They will get to know hundreds of other Lutheran youth throughout the worship and catechesis 

sessions, especially during the free time activities each evening.  

Please keep these youth and adults in your prayers. 

 

WE WANT TO RECOGNIZE THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF OUR TALENTED KIDS!  Please submit 

pictures and write-ups to Yanneth Harris or the church office. 



On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted 95 Theses on the Door of Castle Church in Wittenberg. It was like a blog post that went 

viral. He wanted to discuss the Gospel: that man is justified before God by faith in Christ and not by works. 

Just a few years later, at the Diet of Worms on April 17, 1521, Luther got his chance...or so he thought. He stood in front of the Emperor 

of the Holy Roman Empire, the papal representatives, and their soldiers dressed in their parade uniforms. But they wanted no discussion. It 

was simple: "Are these are your books? Do you recant?" 

All Luther could say to the first question was "Yes, these books are mine and I have written more." To the second question he asked for a 

night to pray, for the Gospel itself was at stake. Luther was ordered to either recant this Gospel or become an outlaw. He prayed that 

God would keep him from repenting a "single jot or tiddle." 

Everyone had already decided that Luther was guilty. And in a way, he was! He was teaching the truth of the Gospel that had come clear 

to him back in 1517, when he posted those 95 Theses that started it all: Jesus saves sinners by grace alone that is received by faith alone, 

and this is found in Scripture alone. 

"Unless I can be instructed and convinced with evidence from the Holy Scriptures or with open, clear, and distinct grounds and reason-

ing—and my conscience is captive to the Word of God—then I cannot and will not recant, because it is neither safe nor wise to act against 

conscience. Here I stand. I can do no other. God help me. Amen." 

"Here I stand." That's daring to be...Lutheran! What words! What a theme! So on this 500th anniversary of Dr. Luther's firing the Gospel 

shot heard around the Church, Higher Things is excited to continue to stand and confess the Gospel with Dr. Luther at our 2017 Summer 

Conferences. 

HERE I STAND 

2017 HIGHER THINGS YOUTH CONFERENCE 

JUNE 27-30, 2017   

TRINITY UNIVERSITY — SAN ANTONIO, TX 



STEWARDSHIP  

One of the best known and beloved psalms is Psalm 23, 

the Shepherd Psalm. There we learn that the Lord is our 

shepherd. And since He is our shepherd, we will not 

want. We will not suffer want because the Lord, our 

shepherd, will lead us to green pastures and beside still 

waters. In other words, the Lord, our 

shepherd, will provide for all that we 

need in both body and soul.  
 

Yet, we live as though this is not the case. 

We live as though we actually suffer from 

want, that the Lord, our shepherd, will 

not provide for all that we need. And 

thus, we live as though the Lord is not 

our shepherd. And that means that we 

live as though we are not the Lord's 

sheep.  
 

How do we do this? We do it when we put anything else 

before Him and His provision for us. When we think 

that going to work is more important than receiving the 

gifts that He won for us on the cross, a violation of the 

First and Third Commandments. We do it when we fail 

to give generously of the first fruits of what the Lord has 

provided for us because we think we don't know what 

the future will bring, even though He has promised that 

He will lead us to green pastures and still waters. We do 

it when we think that the Lord is only in the business of 

helping those who will help themselves, we do this     

because we have a mind set on earthly, temporal things 

and not on heavenly, eternal things. We 

do this because we have stopped hearing 

the call of our  shepherd, which comes 

through His Word.  
 

The Word of God is how our shepherd 

calls us to himself. Through that Word, 

the Holy Spirit gathers and enlightens us 

with His gifts. Through that Word, we are 

kept holy and nourished in the one true 

faith, the faith that follows our Shepherd 

wherever He leads us. He promises to 

lead you to your true home, to the land 

flowing with milk and honey, to a better country, not of 

this world, but a heavenly one.  
 

And so, here's the good news: The Lord is your       

shepherd still, even, and especially, for wayward sheep. 

For Jesus seeks and saves those who are lost. He finds 

the lost sheep and carries them back to the fold. He is 

the shepherd that lays down his life for His sheep. The 

Lord is your shepherd. Let us live then as His sheep.  

 

What do scholars of Christian truth 

have to say about tithing?  As Christians 

we are interested in Jesus’ attitude to-

ward this ancient practice.  Theodore H. 

Robinson in Moffett’s New Testament 

Commentary on St. Matthew 23:23 says: 

“The rabbi’s laid it down that everything 

that grew from the ground that might be 

eaten was subject to the law of the tithe, 

and a careful server of the law would 

carry this out to the last detail.  Jesus 

God’s Share First  
does not condemn this practice - on the 

contrary He says, these latter ought you 

to have practiced - but He insists that 

men must not regard it as excusing them 

from more important duties.” 

We believe that regular systematic giving 

is called for in the New Testament living.  

We urge our members to set aside a 

definite percent of their income to cove-

nant with the Lord for this and to ask 

God to lead us on to total commitment. 



REMEMBERING IN PRAYER   
“In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God.”  (Philippians 4:6) 

HEALTH NEEDS  

MEMBERS: 

George Nelson - recovering from a stroke 

Pastor Roy Southard - treatment for cancer 

FRIENDS: 

Sara Barnett - [Sandra Gruetzner’s co-worker]  

Melton Durant - [Sara Kimbrough’s Great-grandfather] - cancer and in Hospice 

Danny Fletcher - [Gruetzner’s family member] - heart surgery 

Melvin Fogle - [Jo Ann Tugwell’s brother-in-law] 

Tommy Fogle - [Jo Ann Tugwell’s nephew] - bone cancer 

Brice Harrington - [Mary Unk’s grandson] 

Eric & Felicia Higgenbotham - [friend of Devin Jackson] - new baby 

Bill & Ava Hogan - [Milton Hogan’s parents]  

Steve & Katie Lund - [former members] - ongoing health concerns 

Janet MacKenzie - recovery from surgery  

Clarence Mindrup - [Patti Lestig’s father] - cancer treatment 

Gaile Nivens - [Alicia Hutton’s aunt]  

Debbie Noonan - [friend of Marcy Hogan] - ongoing health concerns 

Lorie Owens - [Julie Schoppe sister & Ken Koehler’s daughter] - lung disease 

Bonita Randall - [Neva Shugart Broad’s niece] - ongoing health concerns 

Hazel Reed - [daughter of Battalion Chief Nathan Reed] - blood disorder 

Floyd Rogers - [friend of Mary Bleicher} - health concerns 

Floyd Ruhnke - [Marjorie Smith’s cousin] - health concerns 

Phyllis Shafferkoetter - [Mary Unk’s sister] - blood clots in lungs and leg 

Bethany Stansbury - [Marcy Hogan’s friend] - problems with pregnancy 

Randy Stover- [Tugwell’s friend] - recovery from triple bypass surgery 

Mary Walther - [Melanie Jackson’s mother] - hospitalized in Houston 

Tim Walther - [Melanie Jackson’s brother] - stroke 

Michelle Warren - [Mike Smith’s niece] - recovery from auto accident 

Theresa White - [Alicia Hutton’s grandmother]  

Orville Wilbanks - [friends of the Hughes’] - cancer treatments 

Gene & Patsy Worsham - [Tim’s parents] - ongoing health concerns 

 

HOMEBOUND:  

Opal Garber, Benjamin Garcia [Robert Garcia’s brother], Dorothy Jackson, Martha Kaudelka, Neva Kosted, Ardelle 

Samford, Johnnie Weaver, Connie Wunderlich 

 

THOSE SERVING IN OUR NATION’S ARMED FORCES: 

Members Kyle Lawson and Kyle Shepherd, as well as Robert Garcia [Juanita’s son], Jason Payne [Kay Wickliffe’s son] 

and Jeremy Stafford [Marcy Hogan’s nephew] 

 

Please inform the Pastor and the Church Office regarding the status of submitted prayers so we may be timely and up-

to-date in petitions to our gracious God.  

 

 



 Gil called the meeting to order.  Pastor opened with devotion and prayer.  Minutes of April Council meeting & 

Special April 4th meeting were read.  **Motion by Lea, 2nd by Jerry to accept.  Motion carried. 

REPORTS 

VP- Albert mentioned “Train” that has been stored and not used in years. Need to sell or give away or find new 

place to store it and make plans to use it . 

Financial Secretary- Lea reported April income $17,563, expenses $15,212. Additional $5,500 to loan principle 

in April includes CEF rebate of $1123. Loan balance $56,077.  

Treasurer- Mary Lou gave account balances and income report. Fish Fry income $1,055 less expenses. Budget 

report for April & year-to-date. **Motion by Melanie, 2nd by Albert to accept financial reports.  Motion carried. 

Elders- James reported average attendance for April was 80; no membership changes.  

Christian Education- Melanie reported youth Sunday School classes resumed; three more Mid Week          

classes. Garage Sale- made $670 for Higher Things; ten youth & adults to attend. Plan to have Movie Night to raise 

money for travel expenses.  

Evangelism- Jerry reported 20 people helped with Adopt-A-Highway April 8th, collected 30 bags of trash. Bible 

Jamboree plans underway. 

Stewardship- Steve still researching energy saving ideas; get estimate for new reflective metal roof &              

insulation. Check on ceiling fan, window tint & storm windows. Checking on grant from Oncor. Once they get         

estimates committee will meet to discuss and suggest proposals.  

Property- Jim worked on sanctuary lights. Copier lease is up in May, can purchase copier for $3,500 or for $3 

more per month can upgrade & lease new machine. **Motion by Lea, 2nd by Jerry to lease new color copier for $110 

month. Motion carried. Have reserved a lift for May 20th to finish painting. Will purchase “Wet Floor” signs for use 

during church cleaning. 

Social Concerns- Donna reported on Easter Breakfast, about 55 people attended, $90 proceeds; PAT went 

well, they would like to use our facilities again; Confirmation & lunch was great. 

Youth- Yanneth reported youth did not get pews cleaned, need more help; may meet on work day May 

20th. Cleaned up and decorated cry room. Visited members at nursing home at Easter, gave fruit to residents and had 

good visit. Rent-A-Youth coming to close. Planning field trip to Safari in Jacksonville. 

Pastor reported on assignments from seminary. Worship highlights: Lent, Holy Week, Palm Sunday, Passion 

Reading, Easter & Confirmation Sunday. Offered to be spiritual counselor at PISD & WISD if/when needed. May have 

Pastor from Our Redeemer in Dallas as guest speaker. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS - No news on organ. Discussion on moving communion rail. Open to suggestions from 

congregation. 

NEW BUSINESS - none 

Motion by Jerry, 2nd by Jim to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Pastor closed meeting with benediction. 

Present:  Gil Daughtrey, Jim Broad, Jerry Hartenberger, Yanneth Harris, Steve Unk, Mary Lou Daughtrey, Lea Rosier, 

Donna Hughes, James Taylor, Albert Harris, Melanie Jackson, Pastor Adler. 

 

 

Church Council Meeting -  May 9, 2017 



“THE LUTHERAN HOUR RADIO MINISTRY” 
 

 

 

The Lutheran Hour can be heard on the radio Saturday at: 

6:30 AM on 91.9 FM KAVX  Lufkin, TX 

 Sunday at:10:30 AM on 97.5 FM KTTB  Tyler, TX 

Sunday at 12:30 PM on 91.5 FM KHCB Madisonville, TX 

 

      Online at www.lutheranhour.org 

DATE:    June 4, 2017  

TITLE:   "Filled, to Overflow!"  

TEXT:    St. John 7:37-39  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Isolation, distraction, and pride can lead to spiritual numbness, but Jesus fills us with life that overflows to bless others.  

DATE:    June 11, 2017  

TITLE:   "Never Alone"  

TEXT:    St. Matthew 28:16-20  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

You can be certain about the place to meet God, His plan of salvation, and His presence.  

DATE:    June 18, 2017  

TITLE:   "Look Back, See What God Has Done"  

TEXT:    Exodus 19:2-8  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

God not only kept His side of the bargain-- He kept our side of the bargain, too.  

DATE:    June 25, 2017  

TITLE:   "What God Says"  

TEXT:    Isaiah 43:1-3  

SPEAKER:  Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Cameron MacKenzie  

Are you listening to what "they" say-- or what God says? 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

  Hopefully (weather dependent) we will have our fourth road sign installed the week of June 5.  Thanks to Paul 

Stephenson and Don Fortner for their perseverance and help! 

  Next big event; Summer Bible Jamboree, June 24, 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. at the North Side Heights       

apartments, 1700 North Jackson Avenue in Palestine We are planning on a puppet show, crafts, music and a 

meal.  We will need help and there will be a sign-up sheet available shortly.  Please help! 

  Just a reminder; please don’t forget to continue handing out the small gospels of John and also our hospitality 

bags for those you see asking  for help along the roads. 

  Our signed contract with the Red Cross has been forwarded to the appropriate authorities.  Next step will be 

training which the Red Cross will provide.  More details forthcoming as they become available. 

  We are considering re-activating our participation in various parades/festivals in the Palestine area.  Your 

thoughts are solicited. 

  God has truly blessed our committee, with an enthusiastic group, please continue to pray for his guidance and 

that He would get the glory!  



June 1—Justin, Martyr Born at the beginning of the second century, Justin was raised in a pagan family.  He was a student 
of philosophy who converted to the Christian faith and became a teacher in Ephesus and Rome.  After refusing to make    
pagan sacrifices, he was arrested, tried and executed, along with six other believers.  The official Roman court proceedings of 
his trial before Rusticius, a Roman prelate, document his confession of faith.  The account of his martyrdom became a source 
of great encouragement to the early Christian community.  Much of what we know of early liturgical practice comes from 
Justin. 

June 5—Boniface of Mainz Boniface was born in the seventh century in England.  Though he was educated, became a 
monk, and was ordained as a presbyter in England, he was inspired by the example of others to become a missionary.  Upon 
receiving a papal commission in 719 to work in Germany, Boniface devoted himself to planting, organizing, and reforming 
churches and monasteries in Hesse, Thuringia, and Bavaria.  After becoming an archbishop, Boniface was assigned to the See 
of Mainz in 743.  Ten years later he resigned his position to engage in mission work in the Netherlands.  On June 5, 754, 
while awaiting a group of converts for confirmation, Boniface and his companions were, murdered by a band of pagans.     
Boniface is known as the apostle and missionary to the Germans. 

June 12—The Ecumenical Council of Nicaea, A.D. 325 The first Council of Nicaea was convened in the early summer 
of 325 by the Roman Emperor Constantine at what is today Isnuk, Turkey.  The emperor presided at the opening of the 
council.  The council ruled against the Arians, who taught that Jesus was not the eternal Son of God but was created by the 
Father and was called Son of God because of his righteousness.  The chief opponents of the Arians were Alexander, bishop of 
Alexandria, and his deacon, Athanasius.  The council confessed the eternal divinity of Jesus and adopted the earliest version of 
the Nicene Creed, which in its entirety was adopted at the Council of Constantinople in 381. 

June 14—Elisha Elisha, son of Shaphat of the tribe of Issachar, was the prophet of God to the northern kingdom of Israel 
ca. 849-786 B.C. Upon seeing his mentor Elijah taken up into heaven, Elisha assumed the prophetic office and took up the 
mantle of his predecessor.  Like Elijah, Elisha played an active role in political affairs.  He also performed many miracles, such 
as curing the Syrian army commander Naaman of his leprosy 2 Kings 5:1-27) and restoring life to the son of a Shunammite 
woman (2 Kings 4:8-37).  A vocal opponent of Baal worship,  Elisha lived up to his name, which means “my God is salvation.” 

June 25—The Presentation of the Augsburg Confessions The Augsburg Confession, the principal doctrinal statement 
of the theology of Martin Luther and the Lutheran reformers, was written largely by Phillip Melanchthon.  At its heart it   
confesses the justification of sinners by grace alone, through faith alone, for the sake of Christ  alone.  Signed by leaders of 
many German cities and regions, the confession was formally presented to the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V at Augsburg,    
Germany, on July 25, 1530. a few weeks later Roman Catholic authorities rejected the Confession, which Melanchthon     
defended in the Apology of the Augsburg Confession (1531).  In 1580 the Unaltered Augsburg Confession was included in the 
Book of  Concord. 

June 26—Jeremiah The prophet Jeremiah was active as God’s prophet to the southern kingdom of Judah ca. 627 to 582 
B.C.  As a prophet he predicted, witnessed, and lived though the Babylonian siege and eventual destruction of Jerusalem in 
587 B.C.  In his preaching he often used symbols, such as an almond rod (Jer. 1:11-14), and potter at work (18:1-17).  His 
entire prophetic ministry was a sermon, communicating through word and deed God’s anger toward his rebellious people.  
He suffered repeated rejection and persecution by his countrymen.  As far as can be known, he died in Egypt, having been 
taken there forcibly.  He is remembered and honored for fearlessly calling God’s people to repentance. 

June 27—Cyril of Alexandria, Pastor and Confessor Cyril (ca. A.D. 376-444) became archbishop of Alexandria, Egypt, 
in 412.  Throughout his career he defended a number of orthodox doctrines, among them the teaching that Mary, the   
mother of Jesus, is “rightly called and truly is the Mother of God”—Theotokos, the “the God-bearer” (Formula of Concord, 
VIII, Ep VIII, 12).  In 431 the Council of Ephesus affirmed this teaching that the Son of Mary is also true God.  The writings of 
Cyril on the doctrines of the Trinity and the person of Christ reveal him to be one of the most able theologians of his time.  
Cyril’s Christology influenced subsequent church   councils and was a primary source for Lutheran confessional writings. 

June 28—Irenaeus of Lyons, Pastor Irenaeus (ca. A.D. 130-200), believed to be a native of Smyrna (modern Izmir,     
Turkey), studied in Rome and later became pastor in Lyons, France.  Around 177, while Irenaeus was away form Lyons, a 
fierce persecution of Christians led to the martyrdom of his bishop.  Upon Ireanaeus’ return, he became bishop of Lyons.  
Among his most famous writings is a work condemning heresies, especially Gnosticism, which denied the goodness of       
creation.  In opposition, Irenaesus confessed that God has redeemed His creation through the incarnation of the Son.       
Irenaeus also affirmed the teachings of the Scriptures handed down to and through him as being normative for the Church. 
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WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE... 

Lutherans place their faith in the Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - who has made us, redeemed us, and empowers us 

for Christian living. 

We believe Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God, who came to earth as a man, suffered and died in our place to win for us     

forgiveness of sin, and who rose again to life, assuring us that we, too, can live with Him eternally. 

We teach that we come to stand in right relation- ship with God not through our own goodness or righteousness, but through 

our faith in Jesus as Savior.  Faith alone receives the full promises of God. 

We believe that the two Sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's Supper, were instituted by Christ and offers forgiveness of sin to all 

who receive them in faith.  

Concerning Baptism, we teach that infants should also be baptized, since they, too, are sinful and need God's grace.  God can 

work faith in them, even though they are too young to intellectually grasp the Gospel. 

We believe that the body and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord's Supper through miraculous means, and that only 

Christians who share our belief should commune with us. 

We believe that God speaks to the world through His Word in the Bible. 

We believe that God loves every person and intends for all a life of dignity and meaning. 

We believe that Marriage is a life-long union of one man and one woman. 

We assert the vital importance of the Christian congregation as the community of believers in which the Gospel is preached and 

the Sacraments rightly administered. 

For more information, please visit www.belctx.org. 
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