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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT:  Steadfast in the Word, Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church shares Christ and serves people with friendship in His love in all God’s world. 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance, fellow sojourners! 

Since, I am writing this in the week following Father’s Day, I thought I might share a few thoughts on that subject 

Paul writes: “Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4 NIV) Here we have the 

solemn responsibility of Christian fatherhood declared and defined. 

A strong case could be made that systematically over the last century, Christian Fatherhood has been sadly neglected and in some cases intentionally and 

carefully excluded, so that many churches are filled in large percentage by women, especially wives and single mothers. Seminars, Bible classes, Ministry 

groups, etc. seem to focus on women.  

I would think that we would ask the question, where are the men?  And why is it that their glaring absence has become reality? My task is not to answer 

this, but to acknowledge and then to go to the Scripture for correction. 

Now the tragedy of it is this: delegation is one thing, but abrogation is another.  There are some things that cannot be delegated … Fatherhood is one of 

them. And many of us, even Christian fathers, have attempted to delegate (to the point of abrogation) the responsibility which is clearly ours - the place of 

nurturing our children in the admonition of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Psychologists write manuals telling us that suicide, aggressive and psychotic behavior, drug abuse, and sexual aberrations (including homosexuality), are 

directly related to an unsatisfactory relationship between the father and children. 

 Do you realize that although America is the richest industrialized nation in the face of God’s earth that we have a poverty rate which is twice that of 

any other industrialized nation? 

 Do you know that we are the world leader in child poverty and youth homicide?  There are more kids killed by other kids in America than in any 

other place? 

 60% of America’s rapists, 72% of adolescent murderers, 70% of long term prison inmates grew up in a home without a father. 

 Tonight 4 children in 10 go to bed in a household where their biological father is absent and 1 in every 2 children will spend at least some time before 

the age of 18 living with only one of their biological parents. 

Notice first of all, that Paul provides a picture of the Christian Father as a self-controlled and patient guide and instructor to his children. What a striking 

contrast to 1st century Roman culture. A roman father was, for the most part, an autocrat. He could chain his children as slaves in his field and he could sell 

them as slaves. He could punish them however he liked and was even able to inflict the death penalty on his children without any recriminations to follow. 

However, the culture we live in is not autocratic fathers exercising their authority. But rather, it is of fathers with no authority at all. The word “clueless” 

comes to my mind in describing many fathers today. They wander aimlessly, taking money out of their wallet, hoping that vacations will solve all problems. 

Paul shows that the Christian concept of fatherhood is not something gained out of a manual or taught in a class, but it is derived from the one God and 

Father of us all, as he states in Ephesians 3:14-15 (NIV) – “For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives 

its name.”  A proper understanding of fatherhood in the earthly realm is only understood as we understand God as Father -- and not the other way around! 

And so, if we have difficulty with the concept of the Fatherhood of God in relation to our earthly father, then let’s do our best to set aside our human 

understanding and pictures. Let’s go back to the Bible and there discover the handsome and attractive principles of fatherhood and manhood. Then, having 

found those principles, we ask the Holy Spirit to take them and make them real in our own families’ experiences. 

+ + + 

I look forward to seeing you each Sunday morning … worshiping and studying with you … lifting up and exalting our great God w ith you! Come with a 

smile on your face, a bounce in your step, your Bible in hand, and that friend you personally and intentionally invited. Also, bring a joyful, eager attitude 

to be touched by the Risen Christ, together with a hungry heart for spiritual vitality and victorious living that comes each time we encounter God’s 

renewing presence in Word & Sacrament! 

(Peace [Shalom] be with you) 



Church Happenings …  

You may have noticed the line of American flags in 

front of the Church. These Flags will fly 5 times a 

year: Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, 

Labor Day and Veterans Day. This is a fund raising 

service project of the Kiwanis Club of Palestine. 

Thank you to the following who donated funds for 

this Flag project: Rev & Peggy Adler, Lana Bowden, 

Jim & Neva Broad, Gil & Mary Lou Daughtrey, Juanita Garcia, Albert 

& Yanneth Harris, Devin & Melanie Jackson, Lea Rosier, Paul & Pat 

Stephenson, Paul & Jo Ann Tugwell and Steve & Mary Unk. [Thank 

you all for your donation this last year. It’s time to renew our Flag 

subscription for another year. Any current donor who wishes to do 

so, please inform the church office. Cost for renewal is $45 per flag.) 

 

 

   

ALASKA TRIP AUGUST 28 - SEPTEMBER 7 

Ray and Donna Hughes are going on the Norwegian Cruise and train/land tour in 

Alaska. What an exciting way to experience the wonder of God’s majestic 

world! Are you interested in joining us??  See Donna for more details. 

FROM THE PALESTINE COMMUNITY FOOD 

PANTRY: Dear friends, thank you so very much 

for your recent generous contribution to the 

food pantry.  We are so grateful for your help. 

 

 
If you are traveling this Summer and you would   

rather not attend an LC-MS church where there is 

no historic liturgy and hymnody you can search for 

orthodox and liturgical congregations to visit at  

lutheranliturgy.org  

ADOPT A HIGHWAY PROGRAM  

DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED FOR JULY 

We plan on meeting at the church at 9:00 a.m., to begin the trash 

pickup.  Our part of the highway starts on the loop at Bethlehem 

and ends by First Baptist Church. If you cannot actually walk the 

highways, you can help with dropping off or picking up people 

along the loop and shuttling drinks to the highway crew. 

Are you looking for a beautiful card for special        

occasions? The ladies of the LWML are selling greeting 

cards in Garber Hall for a 50 cent donation towards 

MITES.  



Our LWML society made a donation toward LWML’s 75th Anniversary Convention 

which met in Albuquerque June 22-25, 2017, with the theme “Jesus Christ Above All” 

based on Philippians 2:9. We look forward to the unveiling of a new LWML Logo during 

this convention! 

With a donation toward expenses, LWML members support the Youth of Bethlehem 

who attended the Higher Things Youth Gathering in San Antonio, June 26–30, 

2017. May God bless their participation. 

LWML ANNOUNCES Saturday, November 4 for our Annual Bazaar! We’re looking for craft ideas to 

make and sell during the Bazaar. Don’t forget we’ll find some really good recipes for the dessert table and for 

baked goods to sell. BE SURE TO MARK YOUR CALENDAR TO ATTEND! Everyone is invited to come and 

shop for the upcoming holidays. Bring a friend. 

Grocery Shopping? Your KROGER CARD is part of Kroger’s “Community Rewards” Program and is linked 

to Bethlehem’s LWML. The proceeds are used by LWML to fund various projects. Contact Donna Hughes for 

information on how to sign up. 

CARD FRONTS - for the children of St. Jude Ranch to use in their fundraising efforts. Look for the collection 

box in Garber Hall. Trim any kind of cards (no larger than 5” x 7”), remembering that no personal messages 

should appear on the front or back. (Please note: Because of copyright laws, Hallmark, Disney or American Greetings 

cards will NOT be accepted.)  

REMEMBER THESE DATES !   

 Sunday, July 9, 2017, LWML meeting immediately after church. 

 September 29-30, 2017 – LWML TX District Retreat to be held at Lakeview Methodist Retreat and  

Conference Center, Palestine, Texas. 

Keynote speaker/ Bible Study Leader:  Jan Struck, humorist/convention speaker. 

Mission speaker: Haleh Kersten, LINC Austin;  Worship leader: Rev. Timothy Appel, Senior Pastoral 

Counsel of TX District. 

Come and learn of the gentle “Streams of Living Water” available in Christ through His Spirit. 

“Whoever believes in me as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” (St. John 

7:38) Registration information available in the Narthex. 

 LWML East Texas Zone Fall business meeting will take place sometime during the TX District Retreat (see 

above). 

 

Ladies of Bethlehem, you are invited to become a member of our society.  We usually meet after church on the second 

Sunday of the month. There are no dues, but we collect donations for MITES and for our general fund. The Annual Bazaar 

is our major fundraiser.  

Go to www.lwml.org and sign up for “The Time is Now,” a 2-Minute Tuesday email for timely tips, insight and 

wisdom to share God’s Word, missions, service and fellowship. 

From The Time is NOW  (dated May 23, 2017):  Identify those who need encouragement in your life. Make an  

opportunity to encourage them today. Take 1 Thessalonians 5:11 to heart: “Therefore encourage one another and 

build one another up, just as you are doing.” The Time is NOW! 

   

Web site: http://lwmltxdist.org             Serve the Lord with gladness!  Psalm 100:2 



Bold Public Witness to the Gospel —  

The Hallmark of Lutheranism (part 2) 
GENUINE,  HISTORIC LUTHERANISM  

To embrace the freedom of truth means rejecting the slavery of error. That is why the Book of Concord uses 

two phrases to capture the essence of biblical confession: “we believe, teach, and confess” and “we reject and 

condemn.” One cannot believe, teach, and confess the truth without also rejecting and condemning everything 

that endangers or contradicts the truth. This spirit of “confessional Lutheranism” is what continues to animate 

people today who hold to this collection of affirmations, professions, and confessions of faith. Not all churches 

that go by the name “Lutheran” still regard the Book of Concord as highly as they once did. Some prominent 

Lutheran Church bodies in the United States and around the world regard these statements of faith as 

“historically conditioned.” They say that the older confessions are not necessarily correct in what they teach 

about God’s Word. These churches have embraced various ecumenical agreements with non-Lutheran churches 

that contradict what Lutheranism has taught historically. Confessional Lutheran churches regard these         

compromises not only as a compromise of historic Lutheranism, but also as an actual denial of the truth of 

God’s Word. (A most serious matter indeed!) It is important to keep in mind this distinction among churches 

that use the name “Lutheran.” This is all the more reason to make sure that these Confessions are not merely 

historical documents in congregations that are genuinely Lutheran. They must be well known by laypeople and 

church workers alike. Historic, genuine Lutheranism holds that the Bible is actually the Word of the Living God. 

We believe that it is both incapable of error and free from error. We hold strongly to the Lutheran Confessions 

because we are absolutely convinced that these confessions of faith are a pure exposition and explanation of 

God’s Word. Lutherans agree with the apostle Peter, who said, “We cannot but speak of what we have seen 

and heard” (Acts 4:20). When God the Holy Spirit gives the gift of trust in Jesus Christ as the Savior, this gift of 

faith creates a desire to confess, to bear witness, to testify, to proclaim, and to speak this faith. That is what the 

documents in this book are all about. They are not musty, old relics from history. They are the living confession 

of God’s people, who have clung to the truths in these documents for nearly five hundred years. Today, we who 

hold to these Confessions make the Book of Concord our confession, our witness, our public testimony of what 

the Bible teaches. With Martin Luther, we say, “Here we stand. We cannot do otherwise. God help us. Amen.” 

See more at: http://lutheranreformation.org/history/intrepid-hearts-the-driving-force-in-lutheran-theology-

declare-the-gospel 

http://lutheranreformation.org/history/intrepid-hearts-the-driving-force-in-lutheran-theology-declare-the-gospel
http://lutheranreformation.org/history/intrepid-hearts-the-driving-force-in-lutheran-theology-declare-the-gospel


STEWARDSHIP  

“I will bless you … so that you will be a bless-

ing” (Genesis 12:2). The Lord blessed Abraham so that 

he would be a blessing. How did He bless Abraham? 

He promised that from His seed would come the sav-

ior of the nations. And Abraham      

believed that promise, trusted that the 

Lord would provide it just as He had 

promised. Thus, everything Abraham 

did was colored by that promise. He 

willingly gave of himself and his house-

hold in service to the Lord in view of 

that promise. 

Our Father in heaven has richly blessed 

us. Not only has He given us everything 

that we need to support this body and 

life, but He has also provided, that    

promised seed in His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. He 

is the savior of the nations. He is the redeemer of the 

world. He is the one who has conquered sin, death, 

and the power of the devil by His death, resurrection, 

and ascension. 

Just as we are richly blessed, we are also thereby freed 

to be a blessing. Since God has endowed us with His 

gifts, we are set to endow others. Thus, we give of the 

blessings we have received so that others may be 

blessed. We do this in our homes, our 

communities, and our churches. We 

press the blessings God has lavished up-

on us in service to those around us. We 

use our time, our talents, and our          

treasures to be a blessing even as they 

have been a blessing to us. 

The Lord blesses us. And He enlists us 

to be a blessing to others. So, whenever 

you put that envelope in the collection 

plate, when you set out to serve at the 

local food pantry, when you sit down to 

help your kids with homework, think of this: The Lord 

has blessed you, so that you will be a blessing. 

 

Some people obey the laws because 

they have been trained to obey. The 

Old Testament followers of God 

were educated in the tithe. The New 

Testament transcends to a higher 

plane as it calls us to obey the laws 

of the Lord as a response to His love 

for us. Most of us need specific  

starting places toward a fuller      

response. One of these is the call to 

PERCENTAGE GIVING which Beth-

lehem Congregation issues to all its 

members. We urge you to begin 

somewhere and grow in grace as 

God’s Share First  
God calls you onward. We believe 

this emphasis has Scriptural backing 

in many places. One such is 1 Corin-

thians 16:2. Ponder this verse and let 

Christ, the Living Word, speak to 

you through it! 

We recommend percentage giving as 

one more means of properly focus-

ing all of life on the Lord, Who gives 

all things. Have you made a covenant 

with God to give Him a specific   

percentage of all that comes into 

your hands? 



REMEMBERING IN PRAYER   
“In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God.”  (Philippians 4:6) 

HEALTH NEEDS  

MEMBERS: 

George Nelson - recovering from a stroke 

Pastor Roy Southard - treatment for cancer 

FRIENDS: 

Sara Barnett - [Sandra Gruetzner’s co-worker]  

Danny Fletcher - [Gruetzner’s family member] - heart surgery 

Melvin Fogle - [Jo Ann Tugwell’s brother-in-law] 

Tommy Fogle - [Jo Ann Tugwell’s nephew] - bone cancer 

Brice Harrington - [Mary Unk’s grandson] 

John Hartenberger  [Jerry & Bobbie Hartenberger’s son] - recovery from procedure 

Eric & Felicia Higgenbotham - [friend of Devin Jackson] - new baby 

Bill & Ava Hogan - [Milton Hogan’s parents]  

Steve & Katie Lund - [former members] - ongoing health concerns 

Janet MacKenzie - recovery from surgery  

Clarence Mindrup - [Patti Lestig’s father] - cancer treatment 

Gaile Nivens - [Alicia Hutton’s aunt]  

Debbie Noonan - [friend of Marcy Hogan] - ongoing health concerns 

Lorie Owens - [Julie Schoppe sister & Ken Koehler’s daughter] - recovery from surgery 

Bonita Randall - [Neva Shugart Broad’s niece] - ongoing health concerns 

Hazel Reed - [daughter of Battalion Chief Nathan Reed] - blood disorder 

Floyd Rogers - [friend of Mary Bleicher} - health concerns 

Floyd Ruhnke - [Marjorie Smith’s cousin] - health concerns 

Phyllis Shafferkoetter - [Mary Unk’s sister] - blood clots in lungs and leg 

Bethany Stansbury - [Marcy Hogan’s friend] - problems with pregnancy 

Randy Stover- [Tugwell’s friend] - recovery from triple bypass surgery 

Mary Walther - [Melanie Jackson’s mother] - hospitalized in Houston 

Tim Walther - [Melanie Jackson’s brother] - stroke 

Michelle Warren - [Mike Smith’s niece] - recovery from auto accident 

Theresa White - [Alicia Hutton’s grandmother]  

Orville Wilbanks - [friends of the Hughes’] - cancer treatments 

Gene & Patsy Worsham - [Tim’s parents] - ongoing health concerns 

 

HOMEBOUND:  

Opal Garber, Benjamin Garcia [Robert Garcia’s brother], Dorothy Jackson, Martha Kaudelka, Neva Kosted, Ardelle 

Samford, Johnnie Weaver, Connie Wunderlich 

COMFORT:  Reed Stahl, son Tyler and family at the loss of his wife, Ruby [Devin Jackson’s friend] and Megan       

Taylor’s family at the loss of Melton Durant - [Megan Taylor’s grandfather]  

THOSE SERVING IN OUR NATION’S ARMED FORCES: 

Members Kyle Lawson and Kyle Shepherd, as well as Robert Garcia [Juanita’s son], Jason Payne [Kay Wickliffe’s son] 

and Jeremy Stafford [Marcy Hogan’s nephew] 

 

Please inform the Pastor and the Church Office regarding the status of submitted prayers so we may be timely and up-

to-date in petitions to our gracious God.  

 

 



Gil called the meeting to order. Pastor opened with devotion and prayer. Minutes were read. **Motion by Lea, 2nd 

by Melanie to accept. Motion carried.  

REPORTS 

VP- Albert, no report.  

Financial Secretary- Lea reported May income $12,398, expenses $12,558.  CEF balance $55,894.  

Treasurer- Mary Lou gave account balances, income report for May. Budget report for May & year-to-date. 

**Motion by Steve, 2nd by James to accept financial reports. Motion carried.  

Elders- James reported average attendance for May was 77, add Jessica Bowden, Kristen Harris & Sara           

Kimbrough confirmation; loss by transfer Roger & Fran Bisson.  

Christian Education- Melanie reported that we have 2 Sunday School classes during the summer. Youth will do 

3 Bible Studies for Higher Things, 10 to attend will be commissioned on June 25th, leaving June 26th. Ordered            

T-shirts. Older kids will be helping with Sunday School.  

Evangelism- Donna reported we are about ready for Bible Jamboree, will need more helpers. Adopt-A-Highway 

in July.  

Stewardship- Steve reported electric looks good, savings of $500 so far; looking at sanctuary upgrades, will   

present ideas to Oncor to see about grants available.  

Property- Jim reported painting project completed on June 4th; have new copier. Getting “Wet Floor” signs. 

Social Concerns- Megan reported Graduation lunch & reception for Aaron Jackson & Cotton Hutton was held 

June 11th, very nice. Thank you to Megan.  

Youth- Yanneth reported youth gave all the ladies a Mother’s Day flower; went to nursing home and delivered 

flowers to residents.  June 21 & 28th youth will volunteer at Hope Station resale shop.  Working to get older kids   

involved with younger ones.  Planning trip to Hawaiian Falls water park in Waco in July. 

Pastor received transfer request for Cornelia Wunderlich to Christ Lutheran in Pattison.  Acolytes are           

encouraged to serve after confirmation, thanks to those who serve.  Installation of Rev John Cain at Nacogdoches June 

18th. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Church in Jacksonville closing, may have organ to donate . 

Moving communion rail discussion, plan to present to voters in July. 

 NEW BUSINESS - None 

**Motion by Lea, 2nd by James to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Pastor closed meeting with the benediction. 

 

Present: Gil Daughtrey, James Taylor, Mary Lou Daughtrey, Yanneth Harris, Megan Taylor, Steve Unk, Lea Rosier, 

Donna Hughes, Melanie Jackson, Jim Broad, Albert Harris, Pastor Adler. 

Church Council Meeting -  June 13, 2017 



“THE LUTHERAN HOUR RADIO MINISTRY” 
 

 

 

The Lutheran Hour can be heard on the radio Saturday at: 

6:30 AM on 91.9 FM KAVX  Lufkin, TX 

 Sunday at:10:30 AM on 97.5 FM KTTB  Tyler, TX 

Sunday at 12:30 PM on 91.5 FM KHCB Madisonville, TX 

 

      Online at www.lutheranhour.org 

 

DATE:    July 2, 2017  

TITLE:   "Serving in the Power of the Spirit"  

TEXT:    Romans 7:1-13  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Because Christ has paid our debt, we are no longer captive to sin but are free to live for others, in His name.  

DATE:    July 9, 2017  

TITLE:   "Living as Christ's Person in Repentance and Faith"  

TEXT:    Romans 7:14-25  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Life out of control? Turn to God in repentance and faith. Let Him act before you do.  

DATE:    July 16, 2017  

TITLE:   "The Power of a Spirit-Given Adoption!" 

TEXT:    Romans 8:18-25  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

God provides for your adoption into His family, by grace through faith in Jesus and by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

DATE:    July 23, 2017  

TITLE:   "Overcoming This World's Obstacles"  

TEXT:    Romans 8:18-25  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Despite all the world's brokenness, God has something better in store for us, through Christ.  

DATE:    July 30, 2017  

TITLE:   "Confidence to Face Whatever Comes Our Way " 

TEXT:    Romans 8:28-39  

SPEAKER:  Rev. Gregory Seltz 

No matter what life throws our way, God promises that His eternal purposes can never be thwarted.  
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July 6 - Isaiah - Isaiah son of Amoz is considered to be the greatest of the writing prophets and is quoted in the New Testament more than any 

other Old Testament prophet. His name means “Yahweh (the Lord) saves.” Isaiah prophesied to the people of Jerusalem and Judah from about 740 

B.C. to 700 B.C. and was a contemporary of the prophets Amos, Hosea, and Micah. Isaiah was a fierce preacher of God's Law, condemning the sin of 

idolatry. He was also a comforting proclaimer of the Gospel, repeatedly emphasizing God's grace and forgiveness. For this he is sometimes called the 

“Evangelist of the Old Testament.” No prophet more clearly prophesied about the coming Messiah and his saving kingdom. He foretold the Messiah's 

miraculous birth (Is 7:14; 9:6), his endless reign (Is 2:1–5; 11:1–16), and his public ministry (Is 61:1-3), but most notably his “Suffering Servant” role 

and atoning death (52:13-53:12). The apostle John's description of Isaiah, that Isaiah saw Jesus' glory and spoke of him (St. John 12:41), is an apt     

summary of Isaiah's prophetic ministry. 

July 16 - Ruth - Ruth of Moab, the subject of the biblical book that bears her name, is an inspiring example of God's grace. Although she was a    

Gentile, God made her the great grandmother of King David (Ruth 4:17), and an ancestress of Jesus himself (St. Mt 1:5). A famine in Israel led 

Elimelech and Naomi of Bethlehem to emigrate to the neighboring nation of Moab with their two sons. The sons married Moabite women, Orpah and 

Ruth, but after about ten years, Elimelech and his sons died (Ruth 1:1-5). Naomi then decided to return to Bethlehem and urged her daughters-in-law 

to return to their families. Orpah listened to Naomi but Ruth refused, replying with the stirring words: “Where you go I will go, and where you lodge 

I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God” (Ruth 1:16). After Ruth arrived in Bethlehem, Boaz, a close relative of Elimelech, 

agreed to be Ruth's “redeemer” (Ruth 3:7-13; 4:9-12). He took her as his wife, and Ruth gave birth to Obed, the grandfather of David (Ruth 4:13-17), 

thus preserving the Messianic seed. Ruth's kindness and selfless loyalty toward Naomi, and her faith in Naomi's God, have long endeared her to the 

faithful and redounded to God's praise for his merciful choice of one so unexpected.  

July 20 - Elijah - The prophet Elijah, whose name means, “My God is Yahweh (the Lord),” prophesied in the northern kingdom of Israel, mostly 

during the reign of Ahab (874-853 B.C.). Ahab, under the influence of his pagan wife Jezebel, had encouraged the worship of Baal throughout his  

kingdom, even as Jezebel sought to get rid of the worship of Yahweh. Elijah was called by God to denounce this idolatry and to call the people of 

Israel back to worshiping Yahweh as the only true God (as he did in 1 Kgs 18:20-40). Elijah was a rugged and imposing figure, living in the wilderness 

and dressing in a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt (2 Kgs 1:8). He was a prophet mighty in word and deed. Many miracles were done through 

Elijah, including the raising of the dead (1 Kgs 17:17-24), and the effecting of a long drought in Israel (1 Kgs 17:1). At the end of his ministry, he was 

taken up into heaven as Elisha, his successor, looked on (2 Kgs 2:11). Later on the prophet Malachi proclaimed that Elijah would return before the 

coming of the Messiah (Mal 4:5-6), a prophecy that was fulfilled in the prophetic ministry of John the Baptist (St. Mt 11:14). 

July 21 - Ezekiel - Ezekiel, son of Buzi, was a priest, called by God to be a prophet to the exiles during the Babylonian captivity (Ez. 1:3). In 597 B.C. 

King Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian army brought the king of Judah and thousands of the best citizens of Jerusalem-including Ezekiel-to Babylon 

(2 Kgs 24:8-16). Ezekiel's priestly background profoundly stamped his prophecy, as the holiness of God and the Temple figure prominently in his  

messages (for example, Ezekiel 9-10 and 40-48). From 593 B.C. to the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in 586 B.C., Ezekiel prophesied the 

inevitability of divine judgment on Jerusalem, on the exiles in Babylon, and on seven nations that surrounded Israel (Ezekiel 1-32). Jerusalem would fall, 

and the exiles would not quickly return, as a just consequence of their sin. Once word reached Ezekiel that Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed, 

his message became one of comfort and hope. Through him God promised that his people would experience future restoration, renewal and revival 

in the coming Messianic kingdom (Ezekiel 33-48). Much of the strange symbolism of Ezekiel's prophecies was later employed in the Revelation to St. 

John. 

July 28 - Johann Sebastian Bach, Kantor - Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) is acknowledged as one of the most famous and gifted of all     

composers past and present in the entire western world. Orphaned at the age of ten, Bach was mostly self-taught in music. His professional life as 

conductor, performer, composer, teacher, and organ consultant began at the age of 19 in the town of Arnstadt and ended in Leipzig, where for the 

last 27 years of his life he was responsible for all the music in the city's four Lutheran churches. In addition to his being a superb keyboard artist, the 

genius and bulk of Bach's vocal and instrumental compositions remain overwhelming. A devout and devoted Lutheran, he is especially honored in 

Christendom for his lifelong insistence that his music was written primarily for the liturgical life of the church to glorify God and edify his people.   

July 29 - Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany - Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany were disciples with whom Jesus had a special bond of 

love and friendship. John's Gospel records that “Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus” (St. John 11:15). On one occasion Martha welcomed 

Jesus into their home for a meal. While she did all the work, Mary sat at Jesus' feet listening to his Word and was commended by Jesus for choosing 

the “good portion which will not be taken away from her” (St. Lk 10:38-42). When their brother Lazarus died, Jesus spoke to Martha this beautiful 

Gospel promise: “I am the Resurrection and the Life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live? (St. John 11:25-27). Ironically, when 

Jesus raised Lazarus from the death, the Jews became more determined than ever to kill Jesus (St. John 11:39-54). Six days before Jesus was crucified, 

Mary anointed his feet with a very expensive fragrant oil and wiped them with her hair, not knowing at the time that she was doing it in preparation 

for Jesus' burial (St. John 12:1–8; St. Mt 26:6-13). 

July 30 - Robert Barnes, Confessor and Martyr - Remembered as a devoted disciple of Martin Luther, Robert Barnes is considered to be among 

the first Lutheran martyrs. Born in 1495, Barnes became the prior of the Augustinian monastery at Cambridge, England. Converted to Lutheran 

teaching, he shared his insights with many English scholars through writings and personal contacts. During a time of exile to Germany he became a 

friend of Luther and later wrote a Latin summary of the main doctrines of the Augsburg Confession titled "Sententiae." Upon his return to England, 

Barnes shared his Lutheran doctrines and views in person with King Henry VIII and initially had a positive reception. In 1529 Barnes was named royal 

chaplain. The changing political and ecclesiastical climate in his native country, however, claimed him as a victim; he was burned at the stake in Smith-

field in 1540. His final confession of faith was published by Luther, who called his friend Barnes "our good, pious table companion and guest of our 

home, this holy martyr, Saint Robertus. 

 



July 31 - Joseph of Arimathea - This Joseph, mentioned in all four Gospels, come from a small village called Arimathea in the hill country of Judea. 

He was a respected member of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish religious council in Jerusalem. He was presumably wealthy, since he owned his own unused 

tomb in a garden not far from the site of Jesus' crucifixion (St. Mt 27:60). Joseph, a man waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went to Pontius 

Pilate after the death of Jesus and asked for Jesus' body (St. Mk 15:43). Along with Nicodemus, Joseph removed the body and placed it in the tomb 

(St. John 19:39). Their public devotion contrasted greatly to the fearfulness of the disciples who had abandoned Jesus. 

August 3 - Joanna, Mary, and Salome—Myrrhbearers - Known in some traditions as “the faithful women,” the visit of these three persons and 

other women to the tomb of Jesus on the first Easter morning is noted in the Gospel records of St. Matthew (28:1), St. Mark (16:1), and St. Luke 

(24:10). Joanna was the wife of Cuza, a steward in Herod's household (St. Lk. 8:3). Mary, the mother of James (the son of Alphaeus), was another of 

the women who faithfully provided care for Jesus and His disciples from the time of His Galilean ministry through His burial after the crucifixion.  

Salome, the mother of the sons of Zebedee (St. Mt. 27:56), joined with the women both at the cross and in the bringing of the spices to the garden 

tomb. These “faithful women” have been honored in the church through the centuries as examples of humble and devoted service to the Lord. 

August 10 - Laurence, Deacon and Martyr - Early in the third century A.D., Laurence, most likely born in Spain, made his way to Rome. There 

he was appointed chief of the seven deacons and was given the responsibility to manage church property and finances. The emperor at the time, who 

thought that the church had valuable things worth confiscating, ordered Laurence to produce the “treasures of the church.” Laurence brought before 

the emperor the poor whose lives had been touched by Christian charity. He was then jailed and eventually executed in the year 258 by being    

roasted on a gridiron. His martyrdom left a deep impression on the young church. Almost immediately, the date of His death, August 10, became a 

permanent fixture on the early commemorative calendar of the Church. 

August 16 - Isaac, the long promised and awaited son of Abraham and Sarah, was born when his father was 100 and his mother 91. The announce-

ment of his birth brought both joy and laughter to his aged parents (so the name “Isaac,” which means “laughter”). As a young man, Isaac accompa-

nied his father to Mount Moriah, where Abraham, in obedience to God's command, prepared to sacrifice him as a burnt offering. But God intervened, 

sparing Isaac's life and providing a ram as a substitute offering (Gen. 22:1-14), and thus pointing to the substitutionary sacrifice of Christ for the sins of 

the world. Isaac was given in marriage to Rebekah (24:15), and they had twin sons, Esau and Jacob (25:19-26). In his old age Isaac, blind and feeble, 

wanted to give his blessing and chief inheritance to his favorite—and eldest—son, Esau. But through deception Rebekah had Jacob receive them   

instead, resulting in years of family enmity. Isaac died at the age of 180 and was buried by his sons, who by then had become reconciled, in the family 

burial cave of Machpelah (35:28-29). 

August 17 - Johann Gerhard, Theologian - Johann Gerhard (1582-1637) was a great Lutheran theologian in the tradition of Martin Luther (1483-

1546) and Martin Chemnitz (1522-86) and the most influential of the 17th-century dogmaticians. His monumental Loci Theologici (23 large volumes) 

is still considered by many to be a definitive statement of Lutheran orthodoxy. Gerhard was born in Quedlinburg, Germany. At the age of 15 he was 

stricken with a life-threatening illness. This experience, along with guidance from his pastor, Johann Arndt, marked a turning point in his life. He   

devoted the rest of his life to theology. He became a professor at the University of Jena and served many years as the Superintendent of Heldberg. 

Gerhard was a man of deep evangelical piety and love for Jesus. He wrote numerous books on exegesis, theology, devotional literature, history, and 

polemics. His sermons continue to be widely published and read. 

August 19 - Bernard of Clairvaux, Hymnwriter and Theologian - A leader in Christian Europe in the first half of the 11th century A.D.,   

Bernard is honored in his native France and around the world. Born into a noble family in Burgundy in 1090, Bernard left the affluence of his heritage 

and entered the monastery of Citeaux at the age of 22. After two years he was sent to start a new monastic house at Clairvaux. His work there was 

blessed in many ways. The monastery at Clairvaux grew in mission and service, eventually establishing some 68 daughter houses. Bernard is         

remembered for his charity and political abilities, but especially for his preaching and hymn composition. The hymn texts “O Jesus, King Most     

Wonderful” and “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” are part of the heritage of the faith left by Saint Bernard. 

August 20 - Samuel - last of the Old Testament judges and first of the prophets (after Moses), lived during the 111th century B.C. The child of 

Elkanah, an Ephraimite, and his wife Hannah, Samuel was from early on consecrated by his parents for sacred  service and trained in the house of the 

Lord at Shiloh by Eli the priest. Samuel's authority as a prophet was established by God (1 Sam. 3:20). He anointed Saul to be Israel's first king (10:1). 

Later, as a result of Saul's disobedience to God, Samuel repudiated Saul's leadership and then anointed David to be king in place of Saul (16:13).    

Samuel's loyalty to God, his spiritual insight, and his ability to inspire others made him one of Israel's great leaders. 

August 27 - Monica, Faithful Mother - A native of North Africa, Monica (A.D. 333–387) was the devoted mother of Saint Augustine. Throughout 

her life she sought the spiritual welfare of her children, especially that of her brilliant son, Augustine. Widowed at a young age, she devoted herself to 

her family, praying many years for Augustine's conversion. When Augustine left North Africa to go to Italy, she followed him to Rome and then to 

Milan. There she had the joy of witnessing her son's conversion to the Christian faith. Weakened by her travels, Monica died at Ostia, Italy on the 

journey she had hoped would take her back to her native Africa. On some church year calendars, Monica is remembered on May 4. 

August 28 - Augustine of Hippo, Doctor of the Church - St. Augustine was one of the greatest of the Latin church fathers and a significant 

influence in the formation of Western Christianity, including Lutheranism. Born in A.D. 354 in North Africa, Augustine's early life was distinguished by 

exceptional advancement as a teacher of rhetoric. In his book Confessions he describes his life before his conversion to Christianity, when he was 

drawn into the moral laxity of the day and fathered an illegitimate son. Through the devotion of his sainted mother Monica and the preaching of   

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan (339-97), Augustine was converted to the Christian faith. During the great Pelagian controversies of the 5th century,    

Augustine emphasized the unilateral grace of God in the salvation of mankind. Bishop and theologian at Hippo in North Africa from A.D. 395 until his 

death in 430, Augustine was a man of great intelligence, a fierce defender of the orthodox faith, and a prolific writer. In addition to the book        

Confessions, Augustine's book City of God had a great impact upon the church throughout the Middle Ages and Renaissance. 

 



BETHLEHEM STAR   

WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE... 

Lutherans place their faith in the Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - who has made us, redeemed us, and empowers us 

for Christian living. 

We believe Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God, who came to earth as a man, suffered and died in our place to win for us     

forgiveness of sin, and who rose again to life, assuring us that we, too, can live with Him eternally. 

We teach that we come to stand in right relation- ship with God not through our own goodness or righteousness, but through 

our faith in Jesus as Savior.  Faith alone receives the full promises of God. 

We believe that the two Sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's Supper, were instituted by Christ and offers forgiveness of sin to all 

who receive them in faith.  

Concerning Baptism, we teach that infants should also be baptized, since they, too, are sinful and need God's grace.  God can 

work faith in them, even though they are too young to intellectually grasp the Gospel. 

We believe that the body and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord's Supper through miraculous means, and that only 

Christians who share our belief should commune with us. 

We believe that God speaks to the world through His Word in the Bible. 

We believe that God loves every person and intends for all a life of dignity and meaning. 

We believe that Marriage is a life-long union of one man and one woman. 

We assert the vital importance of the Christian congregation as the community of believers in which the Gospel is preached and 

the Sacraments rightly administered. 

For more information, please visit www.belctx.org. 
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