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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT: Steadfast in the Word, Bethlehem
Lutheran Church shares Christ and serves people with friendship in His love in all God’s world.

Grace and peace be yours in abundance, fellow sojourners!
I’ve said it before and beloved, let me repeat it again: “We are fighting a spiritual war!” It is a well-established fact that across
the wide scope of religious landscape in America, people who claim to be Christians are not well-armed. They are biblically
illiterate and DO NOT KNOW WHAT THEY BELIEVE … Hence, we are losing battles on many fronts.
So, here’s a little study in a form similar to your catechisms (by the way, may I encourage you to look at yours this week?).
CATECHESIS ON STUDYING THE BIBLE
I.

Why should we study the Bible?
A. The Bible has been given to make us wise unto salvation in Christ:
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV) All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
St. John 5:39 (NIV) You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the
Scriptures that testify about me,
B.

It is through His Word that God creates and strengthens faith:
Romans 10:13-17 (NIV) for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14How, then, can they call on the one
they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them? 15And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of
those who bring good news!” 16But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our
message?” 17Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.
St. John 20:30-31 (NIV) Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this
book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have
life in his name.
Romans 1:16 (NIV) I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God
for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.

C. The Word of God is the source of sanctification:
2 Timothy 3:14-17 (NIV) But as for you, continue in what you have learned and
have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15and
how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you
wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the
man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
St. John 17:17 (NIV) Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.
D. The Scriptures are our source of consolation and hope in time of trouble:
Romans 15:4 (NIV) For everything that was written in the past was written to teach
us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might

E. The Bible equips us to combat
false teaching:
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness, 17so that
the man of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work.
St. Matthew 4:1-11 (NIV) Then
Jesus was led by the Spirit into the
desert to be tempted by the devil.
2
After fasting forty days and forty
nights, he was hungry. 3The tempter
came to him and said, “If you are the
Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 4Jesus answered, “It is
written: ‘Man does not live on bread
alone, but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God.’” 5Then the
devil took him to the holy city and
had him stand on the highest point
of the temple. 6 “If you are the Son
of God,” he said, “throw yourself
down. For it is written: “’He will
command his angels concerning
you, and they will lift you up in
their hands, so that you will not
strike your foot against a
stone.’” 7Jesus answered him,
“It is also written: ‘Do not put
the Lord your God to the test.’”
8
Again, the devil took him to a
very high mountain and showed
him all the kingdoms of the
world and their splendor. 9“All
this I will give you,” he said, “if
you will bow down and worship
me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away
from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your
God, and serve him only.’”
11
Then the devil left him, and
angels came and attended him.
Ephesians 6:17 (NIV) Take the hel-

plied, “You are in error because you
do not know the Scriptures or the
power of God.
see also Acts 15:1-35
(to be continued ...)
In this month we celebrate the Reformation. May you also never forget that
among the blessings of God we enjoy as
Lutheran Christians are . . .
…AN OPEN BIBLE, Scriptures in the
language of the people, and
…THE FREEDOM of universal and
Christian Education.
Let’s commit to encouraging one another
constantly to walk the talk … let’s never
be satisfied with just “going to church” …
let’s truly be people of the Book!
+ + +
I look forward to seeing you each Sunday
morning … worshiping and studying with you …
lifting up and
exalting our great
God with you!
Come with a
smile on your
face, a bounce in
your step, your
Bible in hand, and
that friend you
personally
and
intentionally
invited.
Also,
bring a joyful, eager attitude to be touched
by the Risen Christ, together with a hungry
heart for spiritual vitality and victorious
living that comes each time we encounter
God’s renewing presence in Word & Sacrament!

CHILD: We are packing boxes for
boys and girls; age categories: 2-4, 5
-9 or 10-14. Items to include : A
“Wow ” item, Clothing and Accessories, School Supplies, Crafts and
Activities, Personal Care Items. Items NOT to include: Candy; toothpaste; used or damaged items; warrelated items such as toy guns, knives, or military figures; chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other
fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items
such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans. A detailed list will be displayed in the narthex.
THE LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIPTIONS
The Lutheran Witness subscriptions will expire on December 31, 2017. The subscription cost is $13.65. For
those who have a current subscription, it will automatically renew. If you would like to start receiving The
Lutheran Witness or wish to cancel your subscription, please notify the church office by OCTOBER 8TH.
THE ALTAR GUILD is seeking new members. Your commitment could be just one month a year and
you can designate which month you would like to serve. If you would like to volunteer, see Lori Fortner.
PAINT PALESTINE PINK FUN RUN
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7TH 7 AM
Bethlehem will once again have a rest stop in our parking
lot for the Paint Palestine Pink Fun Run. We will set up at
7 a.m. and hand out bottled water. We need workers,
cases of water and a cooler with ice. Contact Donna
Hughes for details. Please come out and help this worthy
cause!

FOOTBALL PARKING
The youth are parking cars for the Palestine
Wildcat football games as a fundraiser this
year. The cost is $2. October homecoming
game date is the 13th. If you would like to
help, please see Yanneth Harris.

BIBLE JAMBOREE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14TH 11 AM— 1 PM
We are excited about our upcoming Bible Jamboree on Saturday,
October 14th from 11am to 1pm. More details to follow. Any
questions, please see Jerry Hartenberger.

FROM
THE
WYATT
STEEL FAMILY: So thankful
for you. During this difficult
time you helped lessen our
burden. We are very grateful.
Thank you for all your prayers
for our sweet Wyatt too.

LWML BAZAAR AND BAKE SALE
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH 9AM - 2PM

ple. The heart of God has won for all who believe the forgiveness we need
through the blood of Christ.
Sept. 29-30, 2017 – A reminder that the LWML TX District Retreat will be held at Lakeview
Methodist Retreat and Conference Center, Palestine, Texas.
Learn of the gentle “Streams of Living Water” available in Christ through His Spirit. “Whoever
believes in me as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within
him.” (John 7:38) Information is available in the Narthex or speak with JoAnn Tugwell.
Our society is responsible for bringing snacks for Friday night, to serve about 185 ladies. We will carpool from church at 1 pm Friday.
LWML Sunday - October 1, 2017, during the church service. Theme: “Be Ready – In Season and Out of
Season.” Members of our society will serve as ushers (Donna Hughes, JoAnn Tugwell) and readers (Lea Rosier, Sandy Smith). Please note that Sandy Smith, Mary Unk, and Alicia Hutton have completed the banner
which will be on display in our sanctuary.
Remember to wear PURPLE, and make sure everyone knows it’s because you are a
Lutheran Woman in Mission.
ANNUAL BAZAAR Saturday, November 4, 2017, 9 am to 2 pm! Shop for handmade
gifts and collectibles during our Bazaar, with the proceeds to benefit various projects for Bethlehem and the community! Plan to come for lunch, beginning at 11 am, choice of sandwiches
and the trimmings, plus a delicious dessert. Remember, our good cooks/bakers are preparing
their best recipes to sell – see the Baked Goods table!
Everyone is invited to come and bring your friends!
Donation to Harvey Relief – Our LWML made a donation of $100.00, with our prayers for those affected.
Grocery Shopping? Your KROGER CARD is part of Kroger’s “Community Rewards” Program and is
linked to Bethlehem’s LWML. The proceeds are used by LWML to fund various projects. Contact Donna
Hughes for information on how to sign up.
CARD FRONTS - for the children of St. Jude Ranch to use in their fundraising efforts. Look for the collection box in Garber Hall. Trim any kind of cards (no larger than 5” x 7”), remembering that no personal messages should appear on the front or back. (Please note: Because of copyright laws, Hallmark, Disney or American
Greetings cards will NOT be accepted.)
We almost have a full box so do your part, bring in more!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
 Saturday, October 7, 2017 - Paint Palestine Pink; Bethlehem is the first stop on the run. Our society is
sponsoring three of our youth who are participating in the run.


Sunday, October 8, 2017 - LWML meeting immediately after church.

Ladies of Bethlehem, you are invited to become a member of our society. We usually meet after church on the second Sunday of the month. The LWML
shares prayers, financial support and gifts to missions and missionaries around the world. There are no dues, but we collect donations for MITES and for our
general fund. The Annual Bazaar is our major fundraiser.

Sunday, November 12 — 9:00 a.m.

as we know it today.
Our first visit was to Mainz, east of Frankfurt, were Gutenberg's moveable-type printing press printed the first book ever printed which was a Latin Language Bible. This played a large part later in printing
many bibles in German.
We then visited the Augustinian Monastery in Erfurt where Martin Luther became a monk.
He would become a professor of philosophy and theology at Wittenberg University and nail his 95
Theses on the Castle Church Door. This was the spark which started the reformation.
We visited Eisenach and Wartburg Castle where Martin Luther took refuge during the stormy days
before the Reformation. The Wartburg Castle was where Martin Luther translated the New Testament.
All though there were many political entities in Germany in the middle ages, the Roman Catholic
Church was a central influential power. What Martin Luther wanted was for the Roman Catholic Church to
address the issues that he had brought up in the 95 Theses. What happened was a refusal by the Church to
do so which ended up in what we know as the Protestant Reformation.
After their passing, Martin Luther and Philip Melanchthon's graves are inside the Castle Church at
Wittenberg.
Steve and Mary Unk

Mainz, Gutenberg Printing Press

Eisenach, Wartburg Castle– where Luther
translated New Testament

Erfurt, Augustinian Monastery

Gil called the meeting to order. Pastor opened with reading Psalm 93, devotion and prayer. Minutes
were read.
**Motion by Jerry, 2nd by Melanie to accept. Motion carried.
REPORTS
VP- absent
Financial Secretary - Lea reported August income $13,286, expenses $13,535. Loan balance $53,445
and CEF report.
Treasurer - Mary Lou gave account balances & income report. Budget report for August and year-todate. **Motion by Steve, 2nd by Melanie to accept financial reports. Motion carried.
Elders- James reported average attendance for August was 68.
Christian Education - Melanie reported Mid Week classes began; still need Sunday School teachers. Ordered material for Children’s Christmas Service “From Heaven Above.”
Evangelism - Jerry reported Adopt-A-Highway September 23rd, 8:30 am. Evangelism event- Pastor
Baidaoui scheduled for November 11 & 12th.
Stewardship - Steve reported we will work on 2018 Budget at October meeting.
Property - Jim commented on problem with outside lights. Probably move communion rail in October.
Social Concerns- Megan working on Reformation Celebration.
Youth- Yanneth reported on Youth fellowship; football parking Friday nights. Need shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. Plan to use some Bible Bunch funds for Hurricane Relief for Lutheran School damaged.
Pastor mentioned membership requests. LWML Sunday October 1st; new MidWeek Bible Study. Circuit Pastors Meeting will be here on September 21st.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Steve gave information on sanctuary cooling- radiant barrier on ceiling & wrapping ducts.
NEW BUSINESS None
**Motion by Jerry, 2nd by Jim to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned and Pastor closed with
the benediction.

Present: Gil Daughtrey, Mary Lou Daughtrey, Melanie Jackson, Jerry Hartenberger, Steve Unk, Megan

We are nearing the 500th Anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation, All Saints’ Eve, 1517, when Martin Luther posted the NinetyFive Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. So, let’s
hear from Luther himself on the topic of giving and stewardship.
In the Small Catechism under the Table of Duties, Martin Luther gives
specific Bible passages to help Christians know their duty in their various vocations as members of their family, society at large, and in
God’s family, the Church. Under the heading
“What Hearers Owe Their Pastors,” Luther lists
five passages from the Bible, three of which have to
do with giving to your local congregation. They are
these:
“The Lord has commanded that those who preach
the gospel should receive their living from the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:14).
“Anyone who receives instruction in the word
must share all good things with his instructor. Do
not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man
reaps what he sows” (Galatians 6:6–7).
“The elders [presbyters, i.e., pastors] who direct
the affairs of the church well are worthy of double
honor, especially whose work is preaching and
teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘Do not muzzle the ox while it is
treading out the grain,’ and ‘The worker deserves his wages’” (1 Timothy 5:17–18).
Luther comments on these passages in his 1535 Lectures on Galatians.
He wrote:
When Paul says “all good things,” this is not to be taken to mean that
everyone should share all his possessions with his preacher. No, it
means that he should provide for him liberally, giving him as much as is
needed to support his life in comfort. The apostle is so serious in
advocating this topic of support for preachers that he adds a threat to

his denunciation and exhortation, saying: “God is not mocked.”. All
this pertains to the topic of support for ministers. I do not like to
interpret such passages; for they seem to commend us, as in fact they
do. In addition, it gives the appearance of greed if one emphasizes
these things diligently to one’s hearers. Nevertheless, people should
be taught also about this matter, in order that they may know that
they owe both respect and support to their preachers. Christ teaches
the same thing in St. Luke 10:7: “Eating and drinking
what they provide, for the laborer deserves his
wages”; and Paul says elsewhere (1 Cor. 9:13–14):
“Do you not know that those who are employed in
the temple service get their food from the temple,
and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same way the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the Gospel should get
their living by the Gospel.” It is important for us
who are in the ministry to know this, so that we do
not have a bad conscience about accepting for our
work wages. It happens when those who proclaim
the glory of God and faithfully instruct the youth
derive their livelihood from them. It is impossible
that one man should be devoted to household duties day and night for his support and at the same
time pay attention to the study of Sacred Scripture, as the teaching
ministry requires. Since God has commanded and instituted this, we
should know that we may with a good conscience enjoy what is provided for the comfortable support of our lives from church properties
to enable us to devote ourselves to our office. (LW 27:125–126).
In other words, pastors are not to suffer from low wages just because
they are servants of Christ and the Word. They are to share in the
livelihoods of all to whom they preach the gospel and instruct in the
faith, so that the Word can be proclaimed and the faith carried from
one generation to the next.

God’s Share First
Question: Does the New Testament
teach tithing?
Answer: The New Testament teaches
full response to the love of God in
Christ. Jesus said that He came not to
destroy the Law but to fulfill it. Matthew
5:17.
Jesus does say that we should tithe
(Matthew 23:23). But His teaching goes
beyond the tithe to fulfill a higher
law...the law of total commitment...the

GENEROUS GIVING:
Makes Glad the Heart;
Lifts the Spirit;
Fills the Life with Love
We recommend percentage giving to its
members as a starting place for financial
growth in the Lord. We believe that
regular systematic giving is called for in
the New Testament living. We urge our
members to set aside a definite percent

HEALTH NEEDS—MEMBERS:
 Melanie Jackson - broken wrist
 George Nelson - recovering from a stroke
 Anne Yarbrough - recovering from a heart attack
HEALTH NEEDS—FRIENDS:
 Cheryl Bailes - [Mary Unk’s daughter] - infection in foot
 Lois Creighton - [Mary Unk’s sister] - brain tumor
 Tommy Fogle - [Jo Ann Tugwell’s nephew] - bone cancer
 Steve Goen - [friends of Jackson’s]
 Bill & Ava Hogan - [Milton Hogan’s parents]
 Ruth Lawson - [Mary Unk’s sister] - recovery from fall
 Steve & Katie Lund - [former members] - ongoing health concerns
 Clarence Mindrup - [Patti Lestig’s father] - cancer treatment
 Lorie Owens - [Julie Schoppe sister & Ken Koehler’s daughter] - recovery from surgery
 Bonita Randall - [Neva Shugart Broad’s niece] - ongoing health concerns
 Floyd Rogers - [friend of Mary Bleicher] - health concerns
 Floyd Ruhnke - [Marjorie Smith’s cousin] - health concerns
 Phyllis Shafferkoetter - [Mary Unk’s sister] - lupus
 Bethany Stansbury - [Marcy Hogan’s friend] - problems with pregnancy
 Mary Walther - [Melanie Jackson’s mother] - hospitalized in Houston
 Theresa White - [Alicia Hutton’s grandmother]
 Orville Wilbanks - [friends of the Hughes’] - cancer treatments
 Gene & Patsy Worsham - [Tim’s parents] - ongoing health concerns

Please
help
us
keep
this
list
updated.
Thanks

HOMEBOUND:
 Benjamin Garcia [Robert Garcia’s brother], Dorothy Jackson, Martha Kaudelka, Neva Kosted, Ardelle Samford,
Johnnie Weaver

COMFORT:


Family of Giles Kitchens

THOSE SERVING IN OUR NATION’S ARMED FORCES:
 Members Kyle Lawson and Kyle Shepherd, as well as Robert Garcia [Juanita’s son], and Jeremy Stafford [Marcy Hogan’s nephew]
Please inform the Pastor and the Church Office regarding the status of submitted prayers so we may be timely and upto-date in petitions to our gracious God.

6:30 AM on 91.9 FM KAVX Lufkin, TX
Sunday at:10:30 AM on 97.5 FM KTTB Tyler, TX
Sunday at 12:30 PM on 91.5 FM KHCB Madisonville, TX
Online at www.lutheranhour.org
DATE:
October 1, 2017
TITLE:
"Power to Overcome Worry and Anxiety"
TEXT:
Philippians 4:4-13
SPEAKER:
Rev. Gregory Seltz
Thanksgiving and anxiety are two opposing forces. Have you ever thanked God for your problems, pains, and suffering?
DATE:
October 8, 2017
TITLE:
"No Selfies Needed"
TEXT:
Philippians 4:4-14
SPEAKER:
Rev. Gregory Seltz
God isn't afraid of messy people. He loves the broken, embraces the outcast, and seeks the lost.
DATE:
October 15, 2017
TITLE:
"Luther the Man: Called by God to Boast in Him"
TEXT:
1 Corinthians 1:26-31
SPEAKER:
Rev. Gregory Seltz
Although Martin Luther is widely regarded as one of the most influential people of the last 500 years, he knew he was
no big deal, compared to Christ.
DATE:
October 22, 2017
TITLE:
"The Enduring Reformation Moment and Message of Grace"
TEXT:
2 Corinthians 4:13-18
SPEAKER:
Rev. Gregory Seltz
The Reformation was quite a moment for Martin Luther, but also for people who suddenly heard of a merciful God
Who really cared for them.
DATE:
October 29, 2017
TITLE:
"A Reformation Invitation - the Just Live by Faith"
TEXT:
Romans 1:16-17
SPEAKER:
Rev. Gregory Seltz
500 years ago, Martin Luther rediscovered a truth that turned the world upside down: the just shall live by faith. Can
this message transform you today?

October 7 - Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, Pastor Moving from the Old World to the New, Muhlenberg established the shape of
Lutheran parishes for America during a 45-year ministry in Pennsylvania. Born at Einbeck, Germany, in 1711, he came to the American
colonies in 1742. A tireless traveler, Muhlenberg helped to found many Lutheran congregations and was the guiding force behin d the first
American Lutheran synod, the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, founded in 1748. He valued the role of music in Lutheran worship (often serving as his own organist) and was also the guiding force in preparing the first American Lutheran liturgy (also in 1748). Muhlenberg is remembered as a church leader, a journalist, a liturgist, and—above all—a pastor to the congregation in his charge. He died in 1787, leaving
behind a large extended family and a lasting heritage: American Lutheranism.
October 9 - Abraham, Patriarch Abraham (known early in his life as Abram) was called by God to become the father of a great
nation (Genesis 12). At the age of 75 and in obedience to God's command, he, his wife Sarah, and his nephew Lot moved southwest from
the town of Haran to the land of Canaan. There God established a covenant with Abraham (15:18), promising the land of Canaan to his
descendants. At the age of 100 Abraham and Sarah were finally blessed with Isaac, the son long promised to them by God. Abrah am
demonstrated supreme obedience when God commanded him to offer Isaac as a burnt offering. God spared the young man's life only at
the last moment and provided a ram as a substitute offering (22:1–19). Abraham died at the age of 175 and was buried in the Cave of
Machpelah, which he had purchased earlier as a burial site for Sarah. He is especially honored as the first of the three great Old Testament
Patriarchs—and for his “righteousness before God through faith” (Romans 4:1–12).
October 11 - Philip, Deacon Philip, also called the Evangelist (Acts 21:8), was one of the seven men appointed to assist in the work of
the twelve Apostles and of the rapidly growing early church by overseeing the distribution of food to the poor (6:1–6). Following the martyrdom of Stephen, Philip proclaimed the Gospel in Samaria and led Simon the Sorcerer to become a believer in Christ (8:4–13). He was
also instrumental in bringing about the conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch (8:26–39), through whom Philip became indirectly responsible
for bringing the Good News of Jesus to the people on the continent of Africa. In the town of Caesarea he was host for several days to the
Apostle Paul, who stopped there on his last journey to Jerusalem (21:8–15).
October 17 - Ignatius of Antioch, Pastor and Martyr Ignatius was the bishop of Antioch in Syria at the beginning of the second
century A.D. and an early Christian martyr. Near the end of the reign of the Roman emperor Trajan (98–117), Ignatius was arrested, taken
in chains to Rome, and eventually thrown to the wild beasts in the arena. On the way to Rome, he wrote letters to the Christians at Ephesus, Magnesia, Tralles, Rome, Philadelphia, and Smyrna, and also to Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna. In the letters, which are beautifully pastoral
in tone, Ignatius warned against certain heresies (false teachings). He also repeatedly stressed the full humanity and deity of Christ, the
reality of Christ's bodily presence in the Lord's Supper, the supreme authority of the bishop, and the unity of the Church found in her
bishops. Ignatius was the first to use the word catholic to describe the universality of the Church. His Christ-centeredness, his courage in
the face of martyrdom, and his zeal for the truth over against false doctrine are a lasting legacy to the Church.
October 25 - Dorcas, Lydia, and Phoebe, Faithful Women These women were exemplary Christians who demonstrated their
faith by their material support of the Church. Dorcas (also known as Tabitha) was well-known and much loved for her acts of charity in
the city of Joppa, especially for her making clothes for the poor. When Dorcas died suddenly, the members of her congregation sent to
the neighboring city of Lydda for the Apostle Peter, who came and raised her from the dead (Acts 9:36–41). Lydia was a woman of Thyatira, who worked at Philippi selling a famous purple dye that was so much in demand in the ancient world. She was also a “worsh iper of
God” at the local synagogue. When the Apostle Paul encountered her in prayer among other proselyte women, his preaching of the Word
brought Lydia to faith in Christ. She and her friends thus became the nucleus of the Christian community in Philippi (16:13–15, 40). Phoebe
was another faithful woman associated with the Apostle Paul. She was a deaconess from Cenchrae (the port of Corinth) whom Paul sent
to the church in Rome with his Epistle to the Romans. In it he writes of her support for the work of the early Church (Rom 16:1).
October 26 - Philipp Nicolai, Johann Heermann, and Paul Gerhardt, Hymnwriters Philipp Nicolai (1556–1608) was a pastor in
Germany during the Great Plague, which took the lives of 1,300 of his parishioners during a sixth-month period. In addition to his heroic
pastoral ministry during that time of stress and sorrow, he wrote the texts for “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” and “O Morning Star,
How Fair and Bright,” known, respectively, as the king and queen of the Lutheran chorales. Johann Heermann (1585–1647), also a German
pastor, suffered from poor health as well as from the ravages of the Thirty Years' War (1618–1648). His hymn texts are noted for their
tenderness and depth of feeling. Paul Gerhardt (1607–1676) was another Lutheran pastor who endured the horrors of the Thirty Years'

Lutherans place their faith in the Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - who has made us, redeemed us, and empowers us
for Christian living.
We believe Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God, who came to earth as a man, suffered and died in our place to win for us
forgiveness of sin, and who rose again to life, assuring us that we, too, can live with Him eternally.
We teach that we come to stand in right relation- ship with God not through our own goodness or righteousness, but through
our faith in Jesus as Savior. Faith alone receives the full promises of God.
We believe that the two Sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's Supper, were instituted by Christ and offers forgiveness of sin to all
who receive them in faith.
Concerning Baptism, we teach that infants should also be baptized, since they, too, are sinful and need God's grace. God can work
faith in them, even though they are too young to intellectually grasp the Gospel.
We believe that the body and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord's Supper through miraculous means, and that only
Christians who are in full agreement with our all our beliefs should commune with us.
We believe that God speaks to the world through His Word in the Bible.
We believe that God loves every person and intends for all a life of dignity and meaning.
We believe that Marriage is a life-long union of one man and one woman. We reject any other “union” called “marriage” as immoral and contrary to God’s will.
We assert the vital importance of the Christian congregation as the community of believers in which the Gospel is correctly
preached and the Sacraments are rightly administered.
Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church
The Lutheran Church -- Missouri Synod
1515 South Loop 256
Palestine, Texas 75801-5857

If you no longer wish to receive this
newsletter, would you be so kind to
simply write “Refused” and then
place it unopened in your mailbox.
That way, we’ll be certain to remove
your name from our mailing list, and
you will be helping us to use very
precious resources most wisely.
Thank You!

