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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT: Steadfast in the Word, Bethlehem
Lutheran Church shares Christ and serves people with friendship in His love in all God’s world.

Grace and peace be yours in abundance, fellow sojourners!
Every now and then, someone will comment that certain worship practices are “too catholic.” So, please allow me to improve your
knowledge of the history of Lutheran Worship and what it means to worship as a Lutheran. Please remember that at the time of the Reformation, the Lutheran Reformers did NOT remove all aspects of worship observed in the Roman Catholic Church of the 16 TH century. In
Article XXIV of the Apology of the Augsburg Confession our Lutheran Confessions state: “To begin with, we must repeat the prefatory statement that we do not abolish the Mass but religiously keep and defend it. ... We keep traditional liturgical forms, such as the order of
the lessons, prayers, vestments, etc.” (Ap XXIV:1) [emphasis mine]. Here it is clear that, in addition to liturgies and vestments, even the
term MASS was retained. What the reformers DID was correct abuses and errors and remove those elements that were unscriptural and
heretical. The first President of the LC-MS. Dr. C.F.W. Walther, also wrote: “If you insist upon calling every element in the Divine Service
‘romish’ that has been used by the Roman Catholic Church, it must follow that the reading of the Epistle and Gospel is also ‘romish;’ Indeed, it
is mischief to sing or preach in church, for the Roman Church has done this also…” (translated from Der Lutheraner (the original predecessor to
The Lutheran Witness), July 19,1853, Volume 9, Number 24, page 163). Traditional Lutheran Worship WILL (and should) more resemble a Mass
in a Roman Catholic parish than services in a Reformed (Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, etc.) church. The present desire among many in the
LC-MS to look less “Catholic” and more “Reformed” is NOT orthodox, and in this writer’s opinion “throws the baby out with the bath water.”
With this Newsletter, I will begin a series of articles, explaining different aspects of our worship practices. I will attempt to answer the question: “Why do we do what we do in worship?”
Now, on to this article’s question: Why do our latest hymnals (Lutheran Worship [1982] and Lutheran Service Book [2006]) not have AMENS at
the conclusion of the hymns?
The answer is really very simple: in the history of Christian hymnody the practice of concluding every hymn with an “amen” is relatively rare.
For the most part this has occurred in a few hymnals published in the early twentieth century. In fact, The Lutheran Hymnal (TLH) which appeared in 1941, is the only LC-MS hymnal ever to have included “amens.” (TLH is the hymnal that most of us refer to when making hymn
comparisons.) So, it is interesting to me that in the 171 years of the LC-MS’s history, only 41 of those years had a hymnal which concluded
hymns with amens … do the math, obviously many think that doing something 24% of the time is the way it’s always been done. Hmmm ...
The following quote comes from Lutheran Worship: Hymnal Companion (CPH, 1992):

The use of amen to conclude a hymn is rare in the history of hymnody. Certain liturgical pieces in plainsong (Gregorian chant), such as the
Gloria Patri, Gloria in Excelsis, and the Nicene Creed, plus some office hymns, depending on the content, append an amen. … A cursory
examination of some hymnals produced in the early part of the 20th century reveals a rather arbitrary appending of the amen, evidently
reflecting the whims of the editors and compilers. ... The Service Book and Hymnal (1958), prepared by a committee representing eight
separate Lutheran bodies that later merged into the American Lutheran Church and into the Lutheran Church in America (now merged
into the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America), appends the amen on a selective basis, usually to hymns of prayer and praise. The hymnal
of the Baptists and Disciples, namely, Christian Worship: A Hymnal, and The Lutheran Hymnal, both of which appeared in 1941, conclude every
hymn with an amen. The fact has generally been forgotten that, from the very beginning, this procedure evoked rather strong negative reactions in The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod as well as in the Synodical Conference, with the result that many pastors decried and limited
such usage. The Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book (1912), the first official English hymnal of the Synod, used no amens. (Fred L. Precht)
So, most of the hymns in Lutheran Service Book (following the trend of Lutheran Worship and returning to the practice employed for all but one
LC-MS hymnal) do not have an “amen” added at the conclusion. Here at Bethlehem, we observe the very fine practice of adding an appropriate amen to hymns which have a Trinitarian doxology as the final stanza.
Next month: What About Chanting?

+ + +

THE SEASON OF LENT will begin on
Wednesday, February 14th. All over the
world, Christians will be using this season to
focus their attention on the meaning of their
relationship to the Christ of Calvary.
OFTEN TIMES during the Lenten weeks we
hear of people who sacrifice something for
the six week duration. The following Bible
Study may help us to learn of 10 things we
should give up. Lent should be a time of RENEWAL as well as REPENTANCE.

WHAT TO GIVE UP FOR LENT
ANGER ........................................... Ephesians 4:26
WORRY..................................... Matthew 6:25-34
DESPAIR ......................................... St. John 14:1-7
DOUBT...................................... St. John 20:26-29
FEAR ........................................................ Psalm 121
LONELINESS .................................. St. John 14:18
SORROW ..................................... Isaiah 55:12-13
UNCERTAINTY .................. Colossians 2:20-3:4
WEARINESS ........................... St. Matthew 11:28
PRIDE ............................................... Proverbs 11:2
HOW DO YOU FEEL about
giving up something for Lent?
Are there things in your life that
need to be given up as you trust
God for His help and guidance?
Let's pray for help to begin giving
up old ways and becoming a new
CREATION in Christ:
“Dear Father, at this holy season of
Lent, please forgive me for the bad
habits of my human nature … for
my anger, worry, despair, doubt,
fear, loneliness, sorrow, uncertainty,
weariness, and pride. I know You
have showed me in the Bible that
there is a more positive way for
Christians to live. And that is the
way I would like to live. Help me

Your Son’s footsteps as a loving, growing
Christian. In the name of Your Son, my Savior. Amen.”
OUR LORD'S DIRECTION to us is that
weekly Worship, weekly group Bible Study,
faithful Communion attendance, Prayer, and
Fellowship, are His gifts to us. We use them,
especially during this Lententide, that our Redeemer's “embrace of grace” may increase
our dedication to Him and His Body, the
Church! REMEMBER . . .
LOOK AT THE CROSS
LOVE THE SAVIOR!
Lent, a derivative of the old English word
“lencten,” meaning “spring”, is a period of soul
refreshment. Since the 4TH century this season
has been devoted to Christian nurture
through discipline and penitence.
Some people resent Lent’s coming. But most
people every year look forward to Lent as a
time of spiritual discipline and growth.
Lent is the season of the church year devoted
to the special consideration of our Savior’s
Passion and the events which brought about
His crucifixion and death. Originally the forty
hours between the death and the resurrection
of our Savior were observed as a period of
fasting and mourning. Later the hours were
lengthened to days and their number set at
forty days in length.
The forty days of Lent correspond to Christ’s
40 days in the wilderness. The date of Lent is
determined by the date of Easter. In A.D. 325,
the Council of Nicaea said that “Easter should
be observed on the first Sunday following the
14TH day of the Paschal moon”.
The wearing of sackcloth and ashes is a custom going back to the Old Testament. Many
Christians observe the custom on Ash

and will not occur again until sometime in the 21
century.

gives us a new chance now, and offers sure hope for the future.

Shrove Tuesday is the day before Ash Wednesday
and is observed by many as a day of feasting and
merry-making. The French call it “Mardi Gras”,
the Germans call it “Fasching”.

Of course, things aren’t right everywhere. But now something can be
done about it. Forgiveness can heal
and bring together all that sin has
separated.

Lent has a compelling fascination. Christians have
observed Lent for centuries. Its fascination even
extends to theater and pop music. We really
shouldn’t be surprised. Some illustrations may
help to explain this fascination. We are entranced
by the medical diagnostician or psychologist or
scientist who analyzes and puts his finger on the
solution to a problem. We are amazed at the pastor or counselor who reveals how we really think
and feel.
Lent is the story of how God deals with the fundamental problem that troubles us all. We can
never know fully what it meant to God, but we

The dominant purpose of the Lenten
Season is to direct the heart and the
minds of the worshipers to Christ,
who was lifted up so that he might draw all men
unto Himself. In these special days we will have an
opportunity to see more fully the saving value of
Christ’s suffering, a more profound knowledge of
sin and a sincere and earnest denial of self to Him,
who loved us and gave Himself for us.
Make plans o get the most out of Easter by getting
the most out of Lent!!

Ash Wednesday & Midweek Worship
A special worship opportunity will be held each Wednesday during Lent beginning on Ash Wednesday, February14 TH. This service of
Holy Communion will begin at 7:00 p.m. For those who wish to participate, the “Imposition of Ashes” (using the ashes of Palm Sunday
palms) will be a part of this service.
Why “Ash” Wednesday? Ashes are a part of Ash Wednesday. They are a part of life. Everything ends up dust and ashes. We need to
remember how quickly and inevitably we will also end up that way. Then we will not put our trust in things that crumble. Then we will
not think too highly of ourselves. Ashes help us to focus on the meaning of Lent at its beginning.
We begin Lent with Ash Wednesday, but we close it with Easter. In the beginning God made man out of the dust of the earth. In Christ
He makes us New creatures, resurrects us from our dust and ashes. We have hope because we trust Him Who thought so highly of us
that He sent His Son to save us. Christ came to share His life with all people. That’s our purpose, too. We can bring beauty out of ashes,
life out of earth … IN CHRIST JESUS!
2018 Lenten Theme: “Who Wants Jesus to Die?” This year's midweek services will focus on characters in the Passion narrative of
Christ, who by word and deed indicated their desire to have Jesus put to death.
1. Ash Wednesday (2/14) - “The Father Wants Jesus to Die” 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2
2. Midweek #2 (2/21) - “Satan Wants Jesus to Die” St. Matthew 4:1-11
3. Midweek #3 (2/28) - “Barabbas Wants Jesus to Die” St. Mark 15:6-15
4. Midweek #4 (3/7) - “The High Priest Wants Jesus to Die” St. John 18:12-14

5. Midweek #5 (3/14) - “Pilate Wants Jesus to Die” St. John 19: 10-16
6. Midweek #6 (3/21) - “Judas Wants Jesus to Die” St. John 12:4-6
Plan to worship each Wednesday as we journey toward Good Friday and Easter!
DURING THIS LENTEN SEASON reach out to a friend and invite him/her to join you in worship at our church. Our midweek

Thursday-Saturday (February 8-10) 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sunday (February11) 1:00pm - ??
Marjorie’s family is looking for volunteers to help
with clean up. Work clothes, gloves and face masks
are suggested. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. If you have any questions, see Jeff Atkinson.

February 18
FROM THE ADLERS: Our heartfelt
thanks for all the cards, gifts, “goodies”
and for the generous Christmas gift
from Bethlehem congregation. It is
truly a blessing to serve you all!
FR O M O UR S E CR ET AR Y ,
PIANIST AND ORGANISTS,
Tammy Pike, Sylvia Frenzel and Mary
Bowden: We extend a heartfelt thank
you to our Bethlehem family for the generous gift you gave to us at Christmas. Also
from Aaron Jackson: I would like to thank the congregation for the Christmas gift I
received last Sunday and for your continued support of my future education.

ing, serving, setting up / taking down, providing food to deliver, and all the jobs necessary to serve lunch, provide auction items and visit with our guests--made this a memorable event for the community
and our church. LWML members were pleased to be “willing workers” in addition to providing a monetary donation
toward necessary expenses.
The following is featured in the Winter 2017 issue of Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly.
A Time for Praise … On your feet now—applaud GOD! Bring a gift of laughter, sing yourselves into his
presence. Know this: GOD is God, and God, GOD. He made us; we didn’t make him. We’re his people, his
well-tended sheep. Enter with the password: “Thank you!” Make yourselves at home, talking praise. Thank
him. Worship him. For GOD is sheer beauty, all-generous in love, loyal always and ever…..Psalm 100:1-5
(MSG)
We received a request from St. Vincent De Paul Society (a thrift shop located in the Catholic Church), Palestine, asking for volunteers to help sort clothing, etc., on a regular basis. If this is something of interest to you, please contact
JoAnn Tugwell for more information.
Our LWML society has given a memorial to the Flower Fund of our church in the name of Marjorie Smith, a faithful,
long-time member of Bethlehem’s LWML. Her funeral took place here on January 5, 2018, with a meal to follow.
Thank you to those who provided food and helped serve.
Don’t put away all those Christmas and other cards you received during the holidays! We are collecting
CARD FRONTS to send to children of St. Jude Ranch for use in their fundraising effort. Look for the collection box
in Garber Hall. Trim any kind of cards (no larger than 5” x 7”), remembering that no personal messages should appear
on the front or back. (Please note: Because of copyright laws, Hallmark, Disney or American Greetings cards will NOT be accepted.)
When you shop for groceries at Kroger’s, be sure to use your Kroger card to participate in the “Community Rewards Program.” Please continue to use your Kroger card during the new year of 2018 as LWML uses these funds for
various projects.

Mark your calendar - •

Sunday, February 11, 2018 — LWML meeting immediately after church.

•

Ash Wednesday, February 14: LWML to provide the midweek meal before the service.

•

July 5 - 8, 2018 – 40TH Biennial LWML Texas District Convention, Waco, Texas. Theme will be “Filled to Overflow…serving, sharing, telling” based on St. John 7:38: “Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said. Out of his
heart will flow rivers of living water.” More information on the way; and visit www.lwmltxdist.org/2018-wacoconvention.html

•

Planning ahead: Saturday, October 6, 2018, LWML Zone Fall Rally here at Bethlehem. Watch for more details.

Our society is open to all women of Bethlehem. We usually meet after church on the second Sunday of the month. There are no dues, but we
collect donations for MITES and for our general fund. The Annual Bazaar is our major fundraiser. Why we meet together: The LWML in Texas

28th

Why fix dinner on Super Bowl Sunday, when you can eat a delicious sub sandwich prepared
by the youth of BLC?! They are perfect to enjoy for lunch, or take to your Super Bowl Party.
All orders include a sub sandwich prepared your way, a bag of potato chips, and a cookie.
Subs will be made fresh the morning of the Super Bowl (February 4). Please turn in your
order form and payment ($7 per sandwich) no later than Sunday, Jan 28th. Make checks
payable to BLC-youth. Pick up a Super Bowl Sub Sandwich order form from any youth or
Yanneth Harris. Please complete one form for each sandwich. We’ll have them packed up
and ready after the worship services on Sunday, February 4. Parts of proceeds will go toward to help BLC youth students attending the Higher things Youth Event in July 2018.
Thank you for supporting your youth at Bethlehem Lutheran Church.

SUPER BOWL SUB ORDER FORM
SAUCE
NAME________________________________
CHEESE
BREAD
White
Wheat

American

Mayo
Mustard
Honey Mustard

Cheddar
Mozzarella

EXTRAS
MEAT

Meat

Ham

Cheese

Turkey

Veggies

VEGGIES
Lettuce
Tomatoes
Onions
Pickles

REPORTS
VP - Albert Harris - no report

Financial Secretary - Lea Rosier reported December income $17,547, expenses $13,785; 2017 income
$177,528, expenses $158,314. Excess for the year $18,693. Loan balance $50,450 & CEF report.
Treasurer - Gil Daughtrey gave account balances and income report. Budget report for December and
for 2017. **Motion by Albert, 2nd by Melanie to accept financial reports. Motion carried.
Elders - James Taylor reported average attendance for December was 69, for 2017 was 71. Membership
changes for year: added 5 by profession of faith, 5 confirmation. Loss through transfer 3, loss through death
4 and released 39.

Christian Education - Melanie Jackson reported Children’s Christmas Service went well, MidWeek resumes January 10th. Seven plan to attend Higher Things July 24-27, theme “Sanctified.”
Evangelism - Jerry Hartenberger reported Adopt-A-Highway went well; we wrapped about 200 gifts at
Toy Store, hope to get more people to help next year; plan to enter Dogwood Parade March 25th. Church
Picnic on May 6th. Having narrow banner made “Wednesday 7 pm” for Highway signs that we will add during Lent & Advent.
Stewardship - Steve Unk reported changing to Discount Power was good decision. We have saved
about $17,000 since 2012 on all energy upgrades. Insurance will be about the same. Discussed setting up
emergency fund from checking balance. **Motion by Jerry, 2nd by Jim to present to voters that we set up
$20,000 emergency fund. Motion carried.
Social Concerns - Megan Taylor reported Christmas tree decorating went well, will take down January
10th; about 70 attended Holiday Dinner, very nice. Discussed recipient for Chili Friday proceeds, Palestine
Community Food Pantry. Need flyers, tickets, silent auction items, advertising, Kiwanis will help us. Picnic in
May; will help with youth going to Higher Things.
Property - Jim Broad reported lighted sign frame was bent & bulbs broken. Bulbs replaced. May make
repairs in Garber Hall attic in February. Playground project coming up.
Youth - Yanneth Harris reported on Christmas Caroling; garage sale proceeds to help with various
needs; Super Bowl subs February 4th, proceeds for Higher Things. Participate in “Kids Cookoff.” Researching outreach projects, may donate toward poverty situation in Venezuela thru Lutheran Churches there
Pastor - Pastor reported Sanctity of Life Sunday on January 21st, door offering for Living Alternatives of
Palestine; Voter’s meeting on January 28. Ash Wednesday February 14.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: none
NEW BUSINESS: Steve mentioned may get Officer Gabriel Green of PPD to meet with congregation,
about 2 hours.
Jerry mentioned our mission giving, possibly give to Disciples of the Way. **Motion by Jerry, 2nd by Albert that we give 2% of our missions to DOW and remaining to LCML, to present to voters. Motion carried.

“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity
of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others.
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so
that you through his poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:8-9).
Without commands or even arm-twisting,
St. Paul encourages, even challenges, the
Church in Corinth to demonstrate the sincerity of their faith by their generosity in
giving. He does this because giving generously is a gift of the Spirit given to us
through the Gospel.
St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in
everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in
your love for us—see that you also excel in
this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). In
other words, just as we grow in faith and
speech and knowledge of eternal things by the Holy Spirit
through the Word of God, so also do we grow in giving
from the same Spirit through the same Word.
The problem is that the grace of generosity often grows
cold in us. It’s not so much that we stop giving, but we
don’t put it first. We treat it like all the other bills that must
be paid. It becomes a chore, just one more thing to check
off a list of things to do. That empties it of its spiritual power and robs us of the joy that Christ and the Scriptures assign to it.

On top of that, since this generosity is linked to faith and
knowledge of divine things, a lack of excelling in giving is a
sure sign that our faith and knowledge of God are under
attack as well.
Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of generosity: the
generosity of Christ Himself. Even though He was rich, He
became poor so that we who are poor
might become rich. Thus, the incarnation,
suffering, and death of our Lord on the
cross is the reason, source, and driving
force for our generosity in giving to the
church.
And since Christ who was rich became
poor so that we might be rich in His
grace—of which generous giving is part—so
we also who are rich in His grace can excel
in pressing His grace into service toward
the gracious work of the church.
Pay attention to what you give to the
church so that you may excel at it. And if you find that your
heart has grown cold or indifferent toward it, immerse
yourself in God’s Word. Read it at home. Attend Bible
Class. Hear and listen to it preached in the Divine Service.
Be reminded of what Christ has done for you in His incarnation, suffering, and death. For this will strengthen your
faith and knowledge. And where that excels, so will the
grace of giving excel also.

God’s Share First
Have you ever thought how your giving
would change if Jesus stood before you
waiting to receive your gifts? Would you
give Him exactly the same amount as you
now give for God’s work? Before you close
your eyes this evening ask yourself, “What
would my Lord have me do about tithing?”
Jesus, in reproving the proud Pharisees, gave

this point but there is no argument here. St.
Matthew 23:23 is a call for each Christian to
respond fully to divine grace. Am I doing all I
ought?
We urge all members to become percentage givers at the Tithe level. Percentage
giving is a way of properly focusing all of life
on the Lord who gives all things. Have you

HEALTH NEEDS—MEMBERS:
• Mary Lou Daughtrey - leg problems
• Danny Howard - heart stint
• George Nelson - recovering from a stroke
HEALTH NEEDS—FRIENDS:
• Living Savior/Pastor & Cheryl Bailes [Mary Unk’s son in law & daughter] - unspoken
• Sharon Bigott [JoAnn Tugwell’s nephew’s wife] - health concerns
• Lois Creighton [Mary Unk’s sister] - brain tumor
• Disciples of the Way staff and family members - health needs
• Dalton Durbin [officer Durbin’s son] - encephalitis
• Yvette Durbin [Palestine Police officer] - assaulted while on duty
• Steve Goen [friends of Jackson’s]
• Luke Grumbles [son of co worker of Devin Jackson] - leukemia
• Gene Hewitt [cousin of Marcy Hogan] - cancer
• Ruth Lawson [Mary Unk’s sister] - recovery from fall
• Eva Ludwig [David Ludwig’s wife] - infection after surgery
• Steve & Katie Lund [former members] - ongoing health concerns
• Debbie Noonan [friend of Marcy Hogan] - back problem
• Lorie Owens [Julie Schoppe sister & Ken Koehler’s daughter] - recovery from surgery
• Bonita Randall [Neva Shugart Broad’s niece] - ongoing health concerns
• Phyllis Shafferkoetter [Mary Unk’s sister] - lupus
• Joan Smith [Dorothy Jackson’s niece] - cancer
• Pam Stovall [Hughes neighbor’s daughter] - stroke
• Kenneth Taylor [James Taylor’s brother] - advanced pancreatic cancer
• Marissa Williams [Marcy Hogan niece] - baby born premature
• Gene & Patsy Worsham [Tim’s parents] - ongoing health concerns

Please
help
us
keep
this
list
updated.
Thanks

HOMEBOUND:
• Dorothy Jackson, Martha Kaudelka, Ardelle Samford, Johnnie Weaver
COMFORT: Family of Roger Harris; Family of Jeff Hutton, Family of Benjamin Garcia, Family of Sandy Teets, Family of
Melanie Jackson
THOSE PREPARING FOR CHURCH WORK: Aaron Jackson– attending Concordia University, Seward, NE
THOSE SERVING IN OUR NATION’S ARMED FORCES:
• Members Kyle Lawson and Kyle Shepherd, as well as Robert Garcia [Juanita’s son], and Jeremy Stafford [Marcy Hogan’s nephew]
Please inform the Pastor and the Church Office regarding the status of submitted prayers so we may be timely and upto-date in petitions to our gracious God.

6:30 AM on 91.9 FM KAVX Lufkin, TX
Sunday at:10:30 AM on 97.5 FM KTTB Tyler, TX
Sunday at 12:30 PM on 91.5 FM KHCB Madisonville, TX
Online at www.lutheranhour.org
DATE:
February 4, 2018
TITLE:
"Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these?"
TEXT:
Isaiah 40:21-31 (The almighty God of all creation)
GUEST SPEAKER: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
There's much in science that witnesses to God. Dr. Meyer says telescopes and microscopes can further evangelism
more than soap boxes.
DATE:
February 11, 2018
TITLE:
"Was Blind, But Now I See"
TEXT:
(2 Corinthians 4:3)
SPEAKER:
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
Would you rather be blind or visioned? That's an easy one. But, how does a spiritually blind person become seeing?
DATE:
February 18, 2018
TITLE:
"Pay Attention to What You Hear (Mark 4:24) "
TEXT:
(James 1:12-18)
GUEST SPEAKER: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
Lent calls us to take deep into our being the life-changing words of God. The result? Obedience, changes in desires, and
blessings.
DATE:
February 25, 2018
TITLE:
"Living and Dying"
TEXT:
(Romans 5:1-11)
SPEAKER:
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
Looking at sinful mankind, Jesus found what he was willing to die, and to live for. Are we willing to do the same?

February 5 - Jacob (Israel), Patriarch -Jacob, the third of the three Hebrew patriarchs, was the younger of the twin sons of Isaac and
Rebekah. After wrestling with the Angel of the Lord, Jacob, whose name means "deceiver," was renamed "Israel," which means "he
strives with God" (Gen. 25:26; 32:28). His family life was filled with trouble, caused by his acts of deception toward his father and his
brother Esau and his parental favoritism toward his son Joseph (March 31). Much of his adult life was spent grieving over the death of
his beloved wife Rachel and the presumed death of Joseph, who had been appointed by the Egyptian Pharaoh to be in charge of food
distribution during a time of famine in the land. Prior to Jacob's death during the blessing of his sons, God gave the promise that the
Messiah would come through the line of Jacob's fourth son, Judah (Genesis 49).
February 10 - Silas, Fellow Worker with Paul - Silas, a leader in the church at Jerusalem, was chosen by Paul (Acts 15:40) to accompany him on his second missionary journey from Antioch to Asia Minor and Macedonia. Silas, also known as Silvanus, was imprisoned with Paul in Philippi and experienced the riots in Thessalonica and Berea. After rejoining Paul in Corinth, he apparently remained
there for an extended time. Beyond that there is little further mention of Silas and his association with Paul.
February 13 - Aquila, Priscilla, Apollos - Aquila and his wife Priscilla (Prisca), Jewish contemporaries of St. Paul, traveled widely.
Because of persecution in Rome, they went to Corinth where they met the apostle Paul, who joined them in their trade of tent-making
(Acts 18:1-3). They, in turn, joined him in his mission of proclaiming the Christian Gospel. The couple later traveled with Paul from Corinth to Ephesus (Acts 18:18), where the two of them established a home that served as hospitality headquarters for new converts to
Christianity. Apollos was one of their numerous Jewish pupils in the faith. An eloquent man, Apollos "spoke with burning enthusiasm
and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus" (Acts 18:25). He later traveled from Corinth to the province of Achaia, where he
"showed by the Scriptures that the Messiah is Jesus" (Acts 18:28). Aquila, Priscilla, and Apollos are all remembered and honored for
their great missionary zeal.
February 14 - Valentine, Martyr - A physician and priest living in Rome during the rule of the Emperor Claudius, Valentine become
one of the noted martyrs of the third century. The commemoration of his death, which occurred in the year 270, became part of the
calendar of remembrance in the early church of the West. Tradition suggests that on the day of his execution for his Christian faith, he
left a note of encouragement for a child of his jailer written on an irregularly-shaped piece of paper. This greeting became a pattern for
millions of written expressions of love and caring that now are the highlight of Valentine's Day in many nations.

February 15 - Philemon and Onesimus - Philemon was a prominent first-century Christian who owned a slave named Onesimus.
Although the name "Onesimus" means "useful," Onesimus proved himself "useless" when he ran away from his master and perhaps
even stole from him (Philemon 18). Somehow Onesimus came into contact with the apostle Paul while the latter was in prison
(possibly in Rome), and through Paul's proclamation of the Gospel he became a Christian. After confessing to the apostle that he was
a runaway slave, he was directed by Paul to return to his master and become "useful" again. In order to help pave the way for Onesimus' peaceful return home, Paul sent him on his way with a letter addressed to Philemon, a letter in which he urged Philemon to forgive his slave for having run away and "to receive him as you would receive me" (v. 17), "no longer as a slave, but as a belo ved brother" (v. 16). The letter was eventually included by the church as one of the books of the New Testament.
February 16 (birth date) - Philip Melanchthon, Confessor - Philip Melanchthon (1497-1560) was a brilliant student of the classics
and a humanist scholar. In 1518 he was appointed to teach along with Martin Luther at the University of Wittenberg. At Luther's urging,
Melanchthon began teaching theology and Scripture in addition to his courses in classical studies. In April of 1530, Emperor Charles V
called an official meeting between the representative of Lutheranism and Roman Catholicism, hoping to effect a meeting of minds between two opposing groups. Since Luther was at that time under papal excommunication and an imperial ban, Melanchthon was assigned the duty of being the chief Lutheran representative at this meeting. He is especially remembered and honored as the author of
the Augsburg Confession, which was officially presented by the German princes to the emperor on June 25, 1530, as the defining document of Lutheranism within Christendom. Melanchthon died on April 19, 1560.
February 18 - Martin Luther, Doctor and Reformer - Martin Luther, born on November 10, 1483, in Eisleben, Germany, initially began studies leading toward a degree in law. However, after a close encounter with death, he switched to the study of theology, entered
an Augustinian monastery, was ordained a priest in 1505, and received a doctorate in theology in 1512. As a professor at the newlyestablished University of Wittenberg, his scriptural studies led him to question many of the church's teachings and practices, especially
the selling of indulgences. His refusal to back down from his convictions resulted in his excommunication in 1521. Following a period of
seclusion at the Wartburg castle, Luther returned to Wittenberg, where he spent the rest of his life preaching and teaching, translating
the Scriptures, and writing hymns and numerous theological treatises. He is remembered and honored for his lifelong emphasis on the
biblical truth that for Christ's sake God declares us righteous by grace through faith alone. He died on February 18, 1546, while visiting
the town of his birth.
February 23 - Polycarp of Smyrna, Pastor and Martyr - Born c. 69, Polycarp was a central figure in the early church. A disciple of
the evangelist John, he linked the first generation of believers to later Christians. After serving for many years as bishop of Smyrna,

Lutherans place their faith in the Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - who has made us, redeemed us, and empowers us
for Christian living.
We believe Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God, who came to earth as a man, suffered and died in our place to win for us forgiveness of sin, and who rose again to life, assuring us that we, too, can live with Him eternally.
We teach that we come to stand in right relation- ship with God not through our own goodness or righteousness, but through
our faith in Jesus as Savior. Faith alone receives the full promises of God.
We believe that the two Sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's Supper, were instituted by Christ and offers forgiveness of sin to all
who receive them in faith.
Concerning Baptism, we teach that infants should also be baptized, since they, too, are sinful and need God's grace. God can work
faith in them, even though they are too young to intellectually grasp the Gospel.
We believe that the body and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord's Supper through miraculous means, and that only
Christians who are in full agreement with our all our beliefs should commune with us.
We believe that God speaks to the world through His Word in the Bible.
We believe that God loves every person and intends for all a life of dignity and meaning.
We believe that Marriage is a life-long union of one man and one woman. We reject any other “union” called “marriage” as immoral and contrary to God’s will.
We assert the vital importance of the Christian congregation as the community of believers in which the Gospel is correctly
preached and the Sacraments are rightly administered.
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If you no longer wish to receive this
newsletter, would you be so kind to
simply write “Refused” and then
place it unopened in your mailbox.
That way, we’ll be certain to remove
your name from our mailing list, and
you will be helping us to use very
precious resources most wisely.
Thank You!

