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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT: Steadfast in the Word, Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church shares Christ and serves people with friendship in His love in all God’s world. 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance, fellow sojourners! 

This month we’ll consider CEREMONY, RITUAL AND REVERENCE IN WORSHIP in the Evangelical Lutheran Church as we continue our series on 

“Why We Do What We Do In Worship.” 

In his 1964 book, Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man, Marshall McLuhan wrote his famous maxim, "The medium is the message" – meaning that 

how something is communicated is an essential part of what is communicated. 

Prof. Kurt Marquart reminded us that “one of the prime requirements of evangelical liturgical form is that it cultivate reverence.” (63) He then quotes 

Martin Luther: 

Today we have in the churches an altar because of the communion of the Eucharist; we have platforms or pulpits for the purpose of teaching the peo-

ple. This has been done, not only for the sake of necessity but also for the sake of solemnity. (63) [emphasis mine] 

The Augsburg Confession declares: “Nothing contributes so much to the maintenance of dignity in public worship and the cultivation of reverence and 

devotion among the people as the proper observance of ceremonies in the churches.” (Tappert 49) 

Marquart goes on to say: 

Connected with good order is … the matter of the stability of liturgical form. There are two aspects to this stability. One is the principle of continuity 

with the ancient church. The church of the evangelical Reformation wishes to be neither a new-fangled sect nor a biblicistic one which imagines that it 

can bypass the whole intervening history of the church. Wanting to be simply a faithful continuation of the orthodox church of the ages, it makes a point 

of having introduced nothing, either in doctrine or in ceremonies, that is contrary to Holy Scripture or the universal Christian church. Article XXIV in 

both the Augsburg Confession and the Apology repeatedly refers to the church fathers and to the Greek liturgy, by way of precedent. (Marquart 63-4) 

The ceremonies used at Bethlehem are completely “Lutheran.” 

You’ve heard that actions speak louder than words. God is holy. We should, therefore, come into His presence with reverence and humility. The 

purpose of liturgical ceremonies is to give form and order to our reverence and remind us of Whose presence we are in. Or, as our Lutheran Confes-

sions put it, “The purpose of all ceremonies is to teach the people what they need to know about Christ.” 

Of course, ceremonies vary among Christians. The Gospel gives us a wonderful freedom in Christ Jesus, which does not bind us to a detailed set of 

ceremonial laws. It would not be possible to do all of the same things in the same way in every place. (“Introduction to the Liturgy”) 

Since there is no such thing as an “informal” service, that is, a service without form, the question of ceremonies can be ignored only to the detriment 

of the pure preaching of the Gospel and the right administration of the blessed sacraments. Thus, many of the ceremonies of the ancient church were 

purified of superstition and retained in the Lutheran Church.  

This proper use of ceremony is evident in Luther’s instructions regarding prayer in the Small Catechism. Here Luther directs the head of the family 

to teach those in his household to use such customs as the sign of the holy cross, kneeling, standing, and the folding of hands. 

What, then, is the purpose of ceremonies in the liturgy of the Evangelical Lutheran Church? Ceremonies necessarily exist to teach the faith. As the 

true worship of the triune God is always anchored in the Christian’s fear, love, and trust in this one God above all things, so proper ceremonies have a 

didactic function in the Christian congregation. This is the intention of Article XXIV of the Apology: “The purpose of observing ceremonies is that men 

may learn the Scriptures and that those who have been touched by the Word may receive faith and fear and so may also pray.” 

... Ceremonies are more than visual aids to faith. Since worship in the name of Jesus is never without form or structure, ceremonies serve to main-

tain good order in the worshiping congregation. 

Although ceremonies are not part of the Divine Service per se, they nevertheless bear witness to what the congregation actually believes regarding 

the means of grace. The posture and movement of the congregation during the service (i.e., standing for the reading of the Holy Gospel, or kneeling for 

the reception of the Lord’s body and blood), the manner in which the remaining consecrated elements are treated after the Communion, and the cus-

tom of reverencing the altar are examples of ceremonies that point to the congregation’s confessional position. (Pless 224-225) 

Certain actions have symbolic meaning for Christians—they symbolize our reverence and our faith. Kneeling indicates our humility and repentance, 



hearts full of love for God and obedience to his will. 

The way we live our lives affects how we care for the 

house of God: “Who shall ascend the hill of the 

Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place? He who 

has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift 

up his soul to what is false, and does not swear de-

ceitfully” (Ps. 24:3-4). An inner life of prayer—with 

confession of sinfulness, adoration of God simply 

because he is God, thanksgiving for all he has done 

for us, petitions for his help, and intercessions for the 

needs of others—is essential to the reverent spirit. 

(Stauffer 8) 

Things to consider in worship: 

God’s House - The church is a symbol of God’s great-

ness in love and grace, and therefore we treat the 

church as God’s house. 

God’s Word - God says that He exalts His Name and 

His Word above all things (Psalm 138:2). Therefore, if 

God so exalts His Word, our attitude during the reading 

of Holy Scripture in the Divine Service is one of awe-

filled attention and reverence. There should NEVER be 

movement and/or private conversations during the read-

ing of Holy Scripture and the Sermon. I’ve seen etiquette 

displayed at the theater (not the cinema) or symphony 

far superior to that which we find in churches today; 

when entrance into the theater or concert hall is prohib-

ited during the performance. If such is the case for 

showing respect to human entertainers and audience, 

how much more should we show respect for God’s 

Word, the servant who brings it to His people, and our 

fellow parishioners who long to hear this means of 

grace!  

The Altar - Since the altar is a symbol of the constant 

presence of God and since it serves as the focus of de-

votion in the church (except during the reading of the 

Gospel when the focus of attention shifts to the book), 

it is appropriate to salute the altar with a profound bow 

when first entering and last leaving the sanctuary and to 

bow moderately whenever crossing, approaching, or 

leaving the midst. (Piepkorn 4) 

The Sign of the Cross - Making the sign of the cross is 

an action which reminds us of our Baptism. Since the 

third century, Christians have made the sign of the cross 

as a remembrance that in Holy Baptism God makes us 

his own children. (Stauffer 8) 

• The Sign of the Holy Cross is a confessional ges-

ture. It is made with the hand disposed as for a 

blessing from the head (“My Lord Jesus Christ 

came down from heaven”) to the breast (“and was 

incarnate for me”) to the right side (“and was cru-

cified for me”) to the left side (“and entered into 

my heart”). … This method of making the sign of 

• The sign of the cross may be made at any reference 

to the Holy Trinity, at the passing of the Proces-

sional Cross, at the reception of the Eucharist, and 

at the Benediction. 

Bowing - Bowing is a sign of reverence and respect. In 

the ancient world, people bowed to emperors and kings. 

In part, this made them defenseless and vulnerable to 

attack. They laid their necks open to the king’s sword, 

and thus placed themselves at his mercy. 

Keeping this in mind, some Christians bow at the 

mention of the Holy Trinity and/or at the confessing 

of the Incarnation of the Son of God in the Creed. 

Similarly, in keeping with the words of St. Paul, many 

Christians even bow “at the name of Je-

sus” (Philippians 2:10), and when the Gloria Patri 

(“Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit”) or another Trinitarian doxology is sung. 

(Introduction to the Liturgy) 

Candles - Lighted candles are a symbol of Christ as the 

Light of the world. Their Symbolical and ceremonial use 

goes back to the Old Testament, where the symbolism 

of light is referred to often and the ceremonial use was 

prescribed by God Himself for the church’s worship. 

Two candles are usually placed on the altar, representing 

the divine and human natures of Christ as well as the 

fact that the light of Christ comes to us through Word 

and Sacrament (Lang 54, Stauffer 20) [Candlelabra in 

place of the traditional 2 Eucharistic lights is a protestant 

sentimentality], 

Flags and Banners - To maintain the integrity of the 

major symbols in a church building other things should 

not be placed in the vicinity of altars, pulpits, and fonts 

that draw attention away from them or diminish their 

symbolic impact. Flags and banners, for example, are 

adornments that should be located with care because 

they interfere with the symbolic functions of the liturgi-

cal furnishings. National flags, denominational flags, or 

the Christian flag do not belong in the vicinity of altar, 

pulpit, and font. (Schmidt 213-14) 

Again, a more detailed booklet on this subject matter is 

available in the Narthex. 

+ + + 

I look forward to seeing you each Sunday morning … 

worshiping and studying with you … lifting up and 

exalting our great God with you! Come with a smile on 

your face, a bounce in your step, your Bible in hand, 

and that friend you personally and intentionally invited. 

Also, bring a joyful, eager attitude to be touched by the 

Risen Christ, together with a hungry heart for spiritual 

vitality and victorious living that comes each time we 

encounter God’s renewing presence in Word & Sacra-

ment! 
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Thank you Megan Taylor and 

Sandy Teets for entering 

Bethlehem’s chili at Palestine 

Healthcare’s 1st annual Chili 

Cookoff on February 22nd. 

They won 1st place of 5 en-

tries. 

“Dear friends, thank you for the wonderful donation to the 

food pantry. We appreciate your hard work in the Chili 

Supper. God Bless.” Palestine Community Food Pantry. 

 

Thank you from Rev. David and Cheryl Bailes for all your 

prayers. He is back in the pulpit and they are in their new 

home. 

July 24-27, 2018  

The University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS 

“I’m the Lord God, Who brought you out of Egypt. I have saved you. I’ve saved you from slavery in Egypt. I’ve 

saved you from your sins. You will be holy to me. You are Holy to me because I’m holy. 

You’ll have no other gods before my face. You will not misuse my Name or despise My Word. You’ll keep 

my Sabbath Day holy. You will honor your father and your mother. You will not murder. You will not 

commit adultery. You will not steal. You will not bear false testimony against your neighbor. You will not 

covet—not your neighbor’s house, nor his wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything 

that belongs to your neighbor.”  

BELC youth will look at the Ten Commandments and how 

God has called us to be His own people in Christ during the 

“Sanctified” conference this summer. 



personal care kits which were then 

sent on to the collection point in Dal-

las. From there, they will be directed to locations all over the world.  

Thanks to all who participated in this effort ! 

The Time Is Now ----- 2 Minute Tuesdays: TOPIC: MISSION EDUCATION 

“Do you remember the LWML object — Mission Education, Mission Inspiration, and Mission Service? 

The LWML seeks to develop and maintain a greater mission consciousness among women of the LCMS through 

education, inspiration, and service. (One local society shares information on a recipient of a mission grant each 

month at their meetings. One member volunteers to do the research on the LWML and LWML District websites 

and then writes an article for the church newsletter. In turn, the entire congregation gets mission education eve-

ry month.) 

The bonus: Mite box offerings increase when people understand where the mites are going!” (contributed by 

Debbie Curry, LWML Texas District President, 2016-2020) 

 

HIGHER THINGS, 2018 conference, entitled “Sanctified” for the youth and young adults, in Kansas, July 2018. 

Theme: Ten Commandments and how God has called us to be His own people in Christ. Our LWML society 

voted to donate $100 toward their expenses.  

 

Remember to use your Kroger card as part of Kroger’s “Community Rewards” Program which is linked to 

Bethlehem’s LWML. We appreciate your efforts as we use these funds for our various projects. Find out how 

you may participate by going to Kroger.com to link your card to this program.  

CARD FRONTS. St. Jude’s Ranch for Children recycles these to create new holiday and all-occasion greeting 

cards which are sold to support their programs and services for abused, neglected and homeless children, young 

adults and families.  

Please note: Because of copyright laws, Hallmark, Disney or American Greetings cards will NOT be accepted. Only the 

card front is required, and it must measure 7” by 5” or smaller. Make sure there are no personal, written messages 

on the front or the back. (OR you may bring whole cards and someone will trim them.)  

MARK YOUR CALENDER!  

 Saturday, May 5, 2018 – East Texas Zone Spring Event, Pilgrim, Kilgore, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Six LWML la-

dies from Bethlehem are planning to attend fellowship, Bible study and the Oil Museum tour. 

 Sunday, May 20, LWML meeting after church service. 

 July 5-8, 2018 – LWML TX District 40TH Biennial Convention, Waco, Texas, St. John 7:38. Rev. Ken Hennings 

as Proclaimer, Bible Studies by Donna Pyle and Pastoral Counselors, Enrichment Sessions for attendees. 

More info, contact waco2018@lwmltxdist.org. Our delegates: Sandy Smith; alternate Donna Hughes. 

 

Our society is open to all women of Bethlehem. We usually meet after church on the second Sunday of the 

 



spring cleaning that needs to be done?  

 How about technology mentoring, child care, painting, planting, raking, mowing,  

window washing or help getting ready for a garage sale? You name it, we have 

someone who can do it! BELC Youth group are ready, willing and able to do 

any and all odd jobs.  

This project provides an opportunity for middle and high school students, 

(grades 6 through 12), to assist older adults in completing routine light-duty household chores. However the goal of 

the Rent-A-Youth project is not only to get an important job done, or to assist young people in acquiring a valuable 

sense of responsibility and self -confidence, but also to foster fellowship between older adults and the youth in our 

church. 

If you have a job that you’d like to have done, please fill out this form and drop it by the office or give to Yanneth Harris.  

Please specify the type of work, how many people you want, how long you think it will take, and when you would like 

to have it done (please give at least 1 week notice, but the further ahead the better.)  

Rent-A-Youth Coordinator: Yanneth Harris email: yatoruiz@yahoo.com  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

     Rent-A-Youth Worker Request 

Name:  __________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

Phone Number: __________________________________________ 

D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  j o b : 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Number of workers needed: __________    

Tentative Project Start Date: ____________________ Confirmed Project Start Date___________________ 

Tentative Project Completion Date: _______________ Confirmed Project Completion Date: _____________ 

Workers assigned to this project: ________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________  





REPORTS: 

VP - absent  

Financial Secretary - Lea reported March income $16,665, expenses $13,018.  Loan balance $43.264 and CEF 

report. 

Treasurer - Gil gave account balances and income report; budget report for March and year-to-date.  **Motion by 

Jerry, 2nd by Jim to accept financial reports.  Motion carried.  

Elders - James reported average attendance for March was 68, for 1st quarter was 69.  Membership changes for 1st 

quarter added 4, profession of faith, 4 by transfer and loss of Roger Harris, death. 

Christian Education - Melanie passed out goody bags to children at Easter; midweek continues thru May.  Or-

dered summer curriculum for younger children.  Matthew’s Eagle Scout project began April 7th, will continue until 

completed.  Thank you to all who came to help.  

Evangelism - Jerry reported Bible Jamboree on April 21st, 11 am to 1; will need help.  We have completed two 

year Adopt-A-Highway contract, will make decision to continue or not.   

Stewardship - Active Shooter seminar on Saturday, Joe Tinsley will discuss legal issues, responses.  Checked on 

Church Mutual concerning liability issues.  Utilities look good. 

Properties - Jim thinks he has leaky roof fixed; Paul Tugwell building shelves for altar flowers.  Replaced two out-

side faucets, may put rail by piano. 

Social Concerns - Megan reported about 45 for Easter Breakfast, went good, donations of $129 for Higher 

Things.  Youth Cookbook.  Picnic May 6th, may have dessert competition. 

Youth - Megan reported looking into a camp for younger youth; Rent-A-Kid.  

Pastor - Pastor next Circuit Pastor’s meeting April 19th in Fairfield; Ascension May 10th, Pentecost May 20th.   

Thanks to those who help with Passion Reading.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Church joined Chamber of Commerce. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: None  

   **Motion by Lea, 2nd by Jerry to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned and Pastor closed with the benedic-

tion. 

PRESENT:  Gil Daughtrey, Jerry Hartenberger, Steve Unk, Lea Rosier, Donna Hughes, Melanie Jackson, James Taylor, 

Jim Broad, Megan Taylor, Pastor Adler. 



St. Paul teaches, “Let the one who is taught the word share all good 

things with the one who teaches” (Galatians 6:6).  

And again, he says, “Do you not know that those who are employed 

in the temple service get their food from the temple, and those who 

serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same way, 

the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get 

their living by the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:13–14). 

In other words, ministers of the gospel are sup-

ported by the offerings of those who are served by 

them. And this is how the Church lives even now. 

It is standard practice. 

But this deserves closer examination. For it in-

structs us not just that we are to give but also 

what we are to give. And it does so with four little 

words: “In the same way …”  

St. Paul is building his case for supporting the 

preachers of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving 

of individual members on the example of the Old 

Testament people who supported the Levites with 

their offerings and sacrifices. 

We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the 

same way.” But how did the Old Testament people support the Le-

vites?  

Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that 

comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord your God, in 

the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall 

eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the 

firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord 

your God always” (Deuteronomy 14:22–23). 

The Levites were supported by the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly 

yield of that which was harvested.  

Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs 

us that we are to support the New Testament Gospel ministry “in 

the same way?”  

If it does, ask yourself: is the Church’s job in the New Testament 

bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in the Old Testament? Back 

then there was one Temple, and the ministry was almost exclusively 

located in one nation among the descendants of Abraham.  

Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations (St. Matt. 28). And there 

are churches and ministries all around the world. 

How could we support this new Gospel ministry 

with anything less than the Israelites supported the 

Old Testament ministry? 

Of course, we are free to give more, for we have 

received more than those in the Old Testament. 

We have received the fullness of God’s revelation, 

the fullness of His salvation, the fulfillment of every-

thing that God promised to do.  

For we have received Christ, God’s own Son, in 

the flesh, who took upon himself our sins and in 

exchange gave us his righteousness. The Father 

claimed us as his own in Holy Baptism.  

He gathers us together in the place where his name 

dwells to feast on the first fruits of the resurrection, the risen and 

living body and blood of his Son, our Lord, Jesus. He reminds us that 

we are His, that all things are ours because we belong to Him. He 

blesses us here in time with physical and spiritual gifts.  

In the same way, and in response to his fatherly divine goodness and 

mercy, we gladly give to those who proclaim to us “the excellencies 

of him who called us out of darkness and into his marvelous light.”  

For once we were not a people, but now we are God’s people; once 

we had not received mercy, but now we have indeed (1 Peter 2:9–

10).  

 

QUESTION: What do scholar’s of Christian 

truth have to say about tithing? 

ANSWER: T. A. Kantonen in “A Theology for 

Christian Stewardship” says, “I am Convinced 

that the Tithers in our churches are, by and 

large, not Pharisees, but humble and sincere 

Christians who have been led to use this ancient 

device as a helpful means for steady expression 

of their gratitude and faithfulness to their Lord. 

God’s Share First  
We urge our members to use percentage giving 

as a special symbol whereby we demonstrate 

that Christ is the Lord of all our living. 

We believe that regular systematic giving is 

called for in the New Testament living. We 

urges its members to use percentage giving as a 

special symbol whereby we demonstrate that 

Christ is the Lord of all our living. We also urge 

our members to set aside a definite percent of 



let your requests be made known to God.” 
 

HEALTH NEEDS—MEMBERS: 

•Albert Harris - back problems 

•Dorothy Jackson - recovering from surgery 

•George Nelson - recovering from a stroke 

•Julie Schoppe - recovering from surgery due to a car accident 

 

HEALTH NEEDS—FRIENDS: 

•Dalton Durbin [officer Durbin’s son] - encephalitis 

•Luke Grumbles 

•Betty Leago [Dorothy Jackson’s friend] - in rehab hospital 

•Steve & Katie Lund [former members] - ongoing health concerns 

•Laura Miller [Dorothy Jackson’s friend] - recovering from stroke 

•Hadleigh Pinkerton [Alicia Hutton’s great niece] - newborn with health issues 

•Joan Smith [Dorothy Jackson’s niece] - cancer 

•Kenneth Taylor [James Taylor’s brother] - advanced pancreatic cancer 

•Gene & Patsy Worsham [Tim’s parents] - ongoing health concerns 

 

HOMEBOUND:  

•Martha Kaudelka, Ardelle Samford, Johnnie Weaver 

 
COMFORT: Family and friends of Gil Daughtrey‘s Aunt and Juanita Garcia’s sister in law, Marcella. 

 

THOSE PREPARING FOR CHURCH WORK:  

•Aaron Jackson– attending Concordia University, Seward, NE 

 

THOSE SERVING IN OUR NATION’S ARMED FORCES: 

•Members Kyle Lawson and Kyle Shepherd, as well as Robert Garcia [Juanita’s son], and Jeremy Stafford 

[Marcy Hogan’s nephew] 

 

Please inform the Pastor and the Church Office regarding the status of submitted prayers so we may be 

timely and up-to-date in petitions to our gracious God.  
 

Please 

help 

us 

keep  

this 

list 

updated. 

Thanks 



The Lutheran Hour can be heard on the radio Saturday at: 

6:30 AM on 91.9 FM KAVX Lufkin, TX 

Sunday at:10:30 AM on 97.5 FM KTTB Tyler, TX 

Sunday at 12:30 PM on 91.5 FM KHCB Madisonville, TX 

 

Online at www.lutheranhour.org 

DATE:  May 6, 2018  

TITLE:  "Love One Another as I Have Loved You" 

TEXT:  St. John 15:9-17  

GUEST SPEAKER: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 

Jesus calls His followers to be different as they deal with difficult people. 

 

DATE:  May 13, 2018  

TITLE:  "Keep Them" 

TEXT:  St. John 17:14-17  

SPEAKER:  Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus  

There are times Christians might readily wish the Lord would airlift them out of this world. Because we have some 

work to do, the Lord Jesus prays we be kept safe. So, how's that working for you? 

 

DATE:  May 20, 2018  

TITLE:  "Functional Atheist No More!" 

TEXT:  Acts 2:1-21; St. John 15:26-27  

GUEST SPEAKER:  Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 

Christians like to think of themselves as following the first disciples. That's uncomfortably true. The first disciples had 

trouble believing the promises of Jesus for their daily lives. Too often we do too. On Pentecost the Spirit of the risen 

Lord Jesus gave the first disciples faith like they had never had before. Today the same Spirit is ready to do the same 

for us. 

 

DATE:  May 27, 2018  

TITLE:  "Impossible" 

TEXT:  Acts 2:22-24  

SPEAKER:  Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 

Can death hold us? Experience says, "Yes!"' the Apostle Peter says, "No." Today's sermon talks about making possible 

that which can't happen. 

 



May 2 – Athanasius of Alexandria - Athanasius was born in Alexandria in Egypt in A.D. 295. He served as a church leader in a time of great contro-

versy and ecclesiastical disagreements. At the Council of Nicaea in 325, he defended Christian orthodoxy against the proponents of the Arian heresy, 

which denied the full divinity of Jesus Christ. During his 45-year tenure as bishop of Alexandria, Athanasius wrote numerous works that defended the 

orthodox teaching. His enemies had him exiled five times; on two occasions he was almost murdered. Yet Athanasius remained steadfast and ended 

his days restored fully to his church responsibilities. The Athanasian Creed, although not composed by Athanasius, is named in his honor because it 

confesses the doctrinal orthodoxy he championed throughout his life.  

May 4 – Friedrich Wyneken, Pastor and Missionary - Friedrich Wyneken is one of the founding fathers of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod, 

along with C.F.W. Walther and Wilhelm Sihler. Born in 1810 in Germany, he came to Baltimore in 1838 and shortly thereafter accepted a call to be the 

pastor of congregations in Friedheim and Fort Wayne, Indiana. Supported by Wilhelm Loehe's mission society, Wyneken served as an itinerant mis-

sionary in Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan, particularly among Native Americans. Together with Loehe and Sihler, he founded Concordia Theological Semi-

nary in 1846 in Fort Wayne, Ind. He later served as the second president of the LCMS during a period of significant growth (1850-64). His leadership 

strongly influenced the confessional character of the LCMS and its commitment to an authentic Lutheran witness.  

May 5 – Frederick the Wise - Frederick the Wise, elector of Saxony from 1486 to 1525, was Martin Luther's sovereign in the early years of the Refor-

mation. Were it not for Frederick, there might not have been a Lutheran Reformation. Born in Torgau in 1463, he became so well known for his skill in 

political diplomacy and his sense of justice and fairness that he was called "the Wise" by his subjects. Though he never met Luther, Frederick repeated-

ly protected and provided for him. In all likelihood he saved the reformer from a martyr's fate. Frederick refused the pope's demand to extradite Luther 

to Rome for a heresy trial in 1518. When Emperor Charles V declared Luther an outlaw in 1521 at the Diet of Worms, Frederick provided sanctuary for 

Luther at the Wartburg castle. On his deathbed, Frederick received the Lord's Supper in both kinds—a clear confession of the evangelical Christian 

faith.  

May 7 – C.F.W. Walther - Carl Ferdinand Wilhelm Walther (1811-87), one of the founding fathers of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, served as 

its first president from 1847 to 1850 and then again from 1864 to 1878. In 1839 he emigrated from Saxony, Germany, with other Lutherans who settled 

in Missouri. He served as pastor of several congregations in St. Louis, helped establish Concordia Seminary in 1839, and in 1847 was instrumental in 

the formation of our Synod, which was then called (in German) "The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States." Walther was a 

prolific writer and speaker who worked tirelessly to promote confessional Lutheran teaching and doctrinal agreement among all Lutherans in the United 

States. Walther was the founding editor of Der Lutheraner, which was published from 1844 to 1965. He also founded a German theological journal, 

Lehre und Wehre (doctrine and defense), which was published from 1855 to 1929. Among Walther’s most influential works are Church and Ministry and 

The Proper Distinction between Law and Gospel. He died on May 7, 1887 and is buried in Concordia Cemetery in St. Louis.  

May 9 – Job, Patriarch - Job was a blameless and upright man who came from Uz (Job 1:1), a land northeast of Canaan. The Book of Job examines 

the depths of his faith, which was severely tested through the sufferings God permitted. Despite the sudden death of his ten children and the loss of all 

his wealth and his health, Job refused to curse God: "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return; the Lord gave, and the Lord 

has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord." (Job 1:21) Still, in the midst of his tribulations Job questioned the meaning and purpose of suffering 

to the point of asserting his own righteousness. (Job 34:5-6) Finally, the Lord revealed that a man cannot know the mysteries of God. (chapters 38-41) 

Job's faith in God as his Redeemer and the resurrection prevailed. (19:25-27) In the end the Lord restored his wealth and blessed him with another 

seven sons and three daughters.  

May 11 – Cyril and Methodius, Missionaries to the Slavs - Cyril (c. 826-69) and Methodius (c. 815-85) were brothers who came from a Greek family 

in Thessalonica. The younger brother took the name "Cyril" when he became a monk in 868. After ordination, Cyril became librarian at the Church of 

Holy Wisdom (Hagia Sophia) in Constantinople. In 862 the brothers were sent by the emperor as missionaries to what is now the Czech republic, where 

they taught in the native Slavic tongue. Cyril invented the alphabet today know today as "Cyrillic," which provided a written language for the liturgy and 

Scriptures for the Slavic peoples. This use of the vernacular established an important principle for evangelical Christian missions.  

May 21 – Constantine, Emperor, and Helena, his mother - Constantine I served as Roman Emperor from A.D. 306 to 337. During his reign the per-

secution of Christians was forbidden by the Edict of Milan in 312, and ultimately the faith gained full imperial support. Constantine took an active interest 

in the life and teachings of the church and called the Council of Nicaea in 325 at which orthodox Christianity was defined and defended. His mother, 

Helena (c. 255-329), strongly influenced Constantine. Her great interest in locating the holy sites of the Christian faith led her to become one of the first 

Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land. Her research led to the identification of Biblical locations in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and beyond, which are still main-

tained as places of worship today. 

May 24 – Esther - Esther is the heroine of the biblical book that bears her name. Her Jewish name was Hadassah, which means "myrtle." Her beauty, 

charm, and courage served her well as queen to King Ahasuerus. In that role she was able to save her people from the mass extermination that Ham-

an, the king's chief advisor, had planned. (Esther 2:19—4:17) Esther's efforts to uncover the plot resulted in the hanging of Haman on the very same 

gallows that he had built for Mordecai, her uncle and guardian. Then the king named Mordecai minister of state in Haman's place. This story is an ex-

ample of how God intervenes on behalf of his people to deliver them from evil, as here through Esther He preserved the Old Testament people through 

whom the Messiah would come.  

May 25 – The Venerable Bede - Bede (673-735) was the last of the early church fathers and the first to compile the history of the English church. Born 

in Northumbria, Bede was given by his parents to a monastery in Northern England at the age of seven. He rarely left the monastery and devoted the 

rest of his life to teaching and writing. The most learned man of his time, he was a prolific writer of history, whose careful use of sources provided a 

model for historians in the Middle Ages. Known best for his book, The Ecclesiastical History of the English People, he was also a profound interpreter of 

Scripture; his commentaries are still fresh today. His most famous disciple, Cuthbert, reported that Bede was working on a translation of John's Gospel 



Lutherans place their faith in the Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - who has made us, redeemed us, and empowers us 

for Christian living. 

We believe Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God, who came to earth as a man, suffered and died in our place to win for us for-

giveness of sin, and who rose again to life, assuring us that we, too, can live with Him eternally. 

We teach that we come to stand in right relation- ship with God not through our own goodness or righteousness, but through 

our faith in Jesus as Savior. Faith alone receives the full promises of God. 

We believe that the two Sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's Supper, were instituted by Christ and offers forgiveness of sin to all 

who receive them in faith. 

Concerning Baptism, we teach that infants should also be baptized, since they, too, are sinful and need God's grace. God can work 

faith in them, even though they are too young to intellectually grasp the Gospel. 

We believe that the body and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord's Supper through miraculous means, and that only 

Christians who are in full agreement with our all our beliefs should commune with us. 

We believe that God speaks to the world through His Word in the Bible. 

We believe that God loves every person and intends for all a life of dignity and meaning. 

We believe that Marriage is a life-long union of one man and one woman. We reject any other “union” called “marriage” as im-

moral and contrary to God’s will. 

We assert the vital importance of the Christian congregation as the community of believers in which the Gospel is correctly 

preached and the Sacraments are rightly administered. 
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