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CONSERVATION CONNECTIONS 
Dickinson County Conservation District Newsletter  Issue #4  January 2016 

IMPORTANT DATES 
§ January 1 2016 New Year's Day  

OFFICE CLOSED 

§ January 14, 2016 CRP Workshop 

§ January 18, 2016  Martin Luther 

King Day  OFFICE CLOSED 

§ February 11, 2016  Annual Meeting 

§ February 15, 2016ñPresident's Day 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

www.dickinsoncountyconservationdistrict.com 

The Dickinson County Conservation 

District is hosting a photography con-

test for amateur photographers who are 

under 18 years old! The winning photo-

graph in Dickinson County will be en-

tered into the statewide contest, spon-

sored by Kansas Association of Conser-

vation Districts Education and Youth 

Committee.  Photographs must high-

light conservation practices and must be 

taken within Dickinson County. Stop by 

the USDA Service Center in Abilene and 

ask Cindy for complete details. 

òThe very earth of our country is gradually 

getting lost to us. One-third of the fertile top 

layer of our soil has already been washed 

away into rivers and the sea.  This must be 

stopped, or some day our country will be 

barren to yield us a living. This is one 

national problem crying for solution, it  

affects you directly and decisively!ó ñ

Dwight D. Eisenhower 

wŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƻǳǊ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ Ǿƛŀ ŜƳŀƛƭΣ ¦{ aŀƛƭΣ ƻǊ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ 

ǿǿǿΦŘƛŎƪƛƴǎƻƴŎƻǳƴǘȅŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΦŎƻƳΦ /ŀƭƭ тур-нсо-нтут ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦ 

TRUE OR FALSE: During the Dust Bowl 

years, wind removed 1 to 2 inches of top-

soil and dust dunes as tall as 5 feet 

formed in parts of Kansas, Texas, Oklaho-

ma, and Colorado. 
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The service center is open Monday 

through Friday  8:00 AM to 4:30 PM 

(except the following holidays) 

 

Monday, January 2ñNew Year's Day 

Monday, January 18ñMartin Luther King Day 

Monday, February 15,ñPresident's Day 

Monday, June 30ñMemorial Day 

Monday, July 4ñIndependence Day 

Monday, September 5ñLabor Day 

Monday, October 10ñColumbus Day 

Friday, November 11ñVeteran's Day 

Thursday, November 24ñThanksgiving Day 

DICKINSON COUNTY SERVICE CENTER   

328 NE 14TH STREET     

ABILENE, KS 67410 

Contact Us 

Dickinson County  

Conservation District 

 

Phone: 

785-263-2787 

Email: 

cindy.dooley@ks.nacdnet.net 

USDA Service Center  
Conservation District 

Board of Supervisors: 

Dennis Marston, Chairman 

Darren Haney, Vice Chairman 

Raymond Bielefeld, Treasurer  

Francis Anderson, Member 

Matt Gustin, Member 

Cindy Dooley, District Manager 

Brian Lang, Drill Manager 

Pheasants Forever 

Allie Rath, Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist 

NRCS Staff 

Kenny Bowell, Supervisory District  Conservationist 

Danny Carroll, Soil Technician 

Farm Service (FSA) 

Braden Stueve, County Executive Director:  

Ellen Alvarez, Program Technician 

Tonya Askew, Program Technician 

Sandy Johnson, Program Technician 

Deb Marston, Program Technician 

Michele Snowball, Program Technician 
 

The Dickinson County Conservation District would 

like to welcome our newest partners. Cindy Dooley as-

sumed the District Manager responsibilities in  

October. In December, the Board of Supervisors hired 

Brian Lang as the new Drill Manager to maintain and 

repair Conservation District equipment. 



 

3 

 

NATIVE PLANTS 
Leavenworthõs eryngo is a prickly, 20-40 in. 

annual with a leafy stem, broadly branched in 

the upper portion. Almost the entire plant 

has some shade of purple. Flowers are 

minute, purple, and mingled with small, 

spiny bracts in an elongated, terminal, head-

like cluster. These are subtended by 

conspicuous spiny-tipped bracts. The leaves 

are deeply lobed, each segment edged and 

tipped with stiff spines. A tuft of small, rigid, 

spiny leaves grows out of the top of the 

flower head. It is desirable to  wear a thick pair of gloves if one cuts the flowers. 

The eryngos are not true thistles and are often confused with thistles, due to similarity in both 

appearance and habitat preference. Splashing fields a brilliant purple, it provides an excellent source 

for late summer and early fall color.  

 

Source: http://www.kansasnativeplantsociety.org 


