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Dear Friends, 
Well here we are into British Summer time and the lighter 
nights and longer days. I always feel much happier when 
that comes around each year, and we begin looking 
forward to better weather (hmm well maybe) and more time spent 
out of doors. 
 
In the Church we have just finished celebrating Easter and the 
amazing reality of the resurrection. As we read the post 
resurrection accounts you can’t help feeling amazed and 
humbled at just what God achieved for each one of us. The 
disciples who were initially fearful and unsure gradually realising 
that Jesus had indeed risen from the dead, and had won the 
victory over sin and death forever. It must have been quite an 
awe inspiring time to live in. And yet of course, then they had to 
try to get others to believe – to accept Christ for themselves. We 
all know that this wasn’t an easy task for them, and they had to 
rely on the power of the Holy Spirit, to make things change, to 
speak to people’s hearts. 
It’s that same task that each one of us today needs to take up, 
and rely upon God’s Holy Spirit to help us, as we seek to let 
others know the Good News, and to live it out as a reality in our 
own lives day by day. Again not an easy task, but one which we 
are all called to do as Christians. For that really is what the 
Church is all about. To equip ourselves to go out and live the 
Good News and to spread it by our words and our actions day by 
day. 
 
You will see in this edition that while that is indeed our mission 
and task, there is a degree to which we have to be accountable 
in what we do as a Church – so please do have a read of the 
items on Local Church Review, Data Protection and General 
Assembly. All of these are important, necessary and being given 
the fullest possible attention by your office bearers and myself. 
 
I do hope that you had a joyful Easter and that you continue to 
live in the joy and peace which that has brought 
 
May God bless you and keep you.  
With my love and prayers as always 
Fiona N                                                                                                                      
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PRAYER 
Over the next few months please pray for 
- Office-bearers  
- Delegates to the General Assembly 
- Local Church Review 
- Churches and their members in Coatbridge 

                    
         
 
        
CHURCH DIARY 

 

APRIL 
        11th                7.30pm  Congregational Board 
        15th                Glasgow Caledonian Fiddle Orchestra 7.30pm 
        24th                2.30pm  Café Church 
        25th                7pm Local Church Review 
          
         MAY 
         1st                12noon Informal Communion 
         6th                 7pm  Boys Brigade Parents Evening 
         9th                 7.30pm  Kirk Session 
         15th               11am  Dress Down Sunday 
                              BIG SING (time to be confirmed) 
         21-27th          General Assembly 
 
         JUNE    
         5th                 11am Communion 
                              3pm Communion 
         13th               7.30pm   Congregational Board 
         18th               Summer Fayre Coffee Afternoon 2-4pm 
         19th               2.30pm  Cafe Church 
         26th               11am  Sunday School Prize Giving 
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CHURCH REGISTER 
 
FUNERALS 
9th February           Margot Ferguson 
11th February           Malcolm Cameron 
16th February           Mary Russell 
19th February  Alexander Smibert 
23rd February        Tom Hall 
14th March             Georgina McKie 
24th March             Janet Price 
 

                                                 

 
        
Local Church Review 
The Local Church Review is a process which has replaced the old  
Quinquennial. The old process looked back at what you had done in the  
past 5 years and started to think about the future. The new process called local 
church review looks at what you are currently doing and then gets you to 
make a plan for the next 5 years. It has been a challenging process and one 
which has taken a bit of work and thinking. However we are hopeful that when  
we get a visit from Presbytery on the 25th April it will be one which we are 
commended for. Presbytery takes part in the review to offer support and 
guidance – but the decision making remains with the local church – so that’s  
all of us. 
 
 
Data Protection 
In 1998 a new law came into force to protect people’s data (or personal 
information). While this applied to all organisations which held information ( like 
your name and address) it was never fully enforced on organisations like the 
Church. However due to charity regulations and various other laws we are now 
required to comply with these regulations. We have to ensure that any personal 
information which we have about our members is stored in a safe and private 
way. As a Kirk Session we have begun to look at how best to do this for our 
congregation. We will keep you informed. 
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General Assembly 
The General Assembly will be taking place from 21st til 27th May this year. This is 
always a good opportunity to see what the national church is doing and what its 
plans are for the future. At the time of writing this the Blue Book ( which is what 
we call the book of reports) has not yet been issued. However I am sure that 
there will be many topics of interest. Janie McDonald (Presbytery Elder) and 
myself (Fiona) will be attending this year and we’ll let you know how it goes. 
Please remember to pray for all the delegates attending this year.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Sunday School and teachers have all been very busy over the last few 
months and especially on Easter Sunday.  The children, teachers and 
Sunday School Elders Ann and Jessie all had great fun making Easter 
baskets/gardens that represented the resurrection of Jesus.  The children 
got to take home their baskets along with an Easter Egg so everyone was 
happy. 

The Sunday School Trip this year will be on Saturday 4th June and due to 
popular demand we are yet again returning to Ayr this year.  The coach 
leaves the Church at 10 am and returns at approx. 7pm.   The cost of the 
coach is £10 per adult and all Sunday School children go free, any non 
Sunday School children the cost is £5.  All are welcome to join us and 
anyone wishing to book seats please see any of the Sunday School 
teachers. 

Joyce McClelland, Sunday School Leader 

 
 
 
LIFE AND WORK 
 
I am sure you all enjoy reading your Church Magazine delivered by your 
friendly visitor.  It is good to be able to catch up with all that is going on at 
Church. 
At present we require a visitor for a district.  If you can help,  please speak to 
me at Church or telephone  01236 754763. Elizabeth Russell 
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FUNDRAISING  
 
We have been busy working our way through the year’s planned events.  
The Daffodil Coffee Morning held in March raised £614.  Thanks to all for 
your support. 
  
 

The Glasgow Caledonian Fiddle Orchestra in concert on Friday 15th April 
at 7.30pm.  Admission is £5 at the door for a superb evening of varied music  
 
Sunday 15th May will be DRESS DOWN DAY, when you have the 
opportunity to come “dressed-down” for a donation. 
 
The first half of the year ends on Saturday 18th June with a Summer Fayre 
Coffee Afternoon from 2-4pm. Among the stalls will be the usual £1 stall 
and Cake & Candy.  Please put it in your diary and save a few things for the 
£1 stall. Keep eyes and ears open for further details and be sure to buy a 
ticket when they go on sale. 
 
Please always remember too – the Committee puts a lot of work into 
planning events, but only your support can make them successful. 
We look forward to welcoming you on these dates. 
Anne Clemenson, Fundraising Committee 
 
   

CHRISTIAN AID 
The Christian Aid street collection took place on 2nd April. The sum raised 
was £666.  Many thanks to the members of our congregation who collected. 
The Christian Aid house-to-house collection is during Christian Aid 
week from Sunday 15th May to Saturday 21st May 2016. If you can spare 
some time to collect during that week please speak to Moira McCall or 
Sandra Burns.  Many thanks 
During Christian Aid Week we plan to hold another “BIG SING”. Look out for 
further information on your Order of Service sheets 

 
THURSDAY CLUB 
The Club finished on Thursday 17th March 2016 after a very enjoyable 
session well attended by the members. 
The summer outing will take place on Thursday 2nd June 2016 to Ayr.  Bus 
will leave the Club at 10.30am.There are a few seats left so if anyone would 
like to join us please contact any member of the Committee.   Netta Stoddart 
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Our Organisations 

 
1st COATBRIDGE BOYS BRIGADE 
All sections are now working towards our parent’s night on 
Friday 6th May where our inspecting officer will be Gordon Gilmour from the 
Battalion. A warm welcome is extended to any Parents friends and family to 
attend. The evening starts at 7pm 
All three sections have attended the Thinking Day Service and the Battalion 
parade in Airdrie where we showed off our new rainjackets for Junior and 
Company sections. Thanks to Jamie Bell who raised some of the funding for 
the jackets and to Leaded set print for providing an excellent service. 
Anchor Boys attended soft play and are preparing to have a painting 
evening and a film night. They are also looking forward to the Anchor Boy 
Funday on Saturday 7th May 
The Junior section took part in bible knowledge and figure marching where 
they came 2nd. They have also taken part in the international team games 
where they get to compete against companies from all over the world. They 
still have the sports and 7aside tournament to come.  
The Company section have taken part in scripture knowledge, company 
drill, and vaulting where they came 2nd. In the badminton competition we 
have finally won two of the games so well done to the boys taking part. The 
boys also took part in the Top Team Challenge again competing against 
companies from all over the world. 
Our senior boys took part in the ultimate challenge against the rest of 
Scotland and 4 of them took part in the Battalion pool tournament. 
Scott Thomson represented the Battalion in the national cross country held 
in Alloa. Scott was the first one home for our battalion coming 8th overall. 
A huge thanks to everyone who supported our Caberoke fund raiser. Thanks 
to everybody who donated raffles, to the support from Exclems, McDougall 
electricals and Leaded set print and not forgetting Mac entertainments . 
Wonderful entertainment from carol mac but most of all the support of 
parents friends, officers and family. The sum raised was £1482 which will be 
used for Parents night. 
Sports relief. Along with the Girls Brigade and  Guides we had a sports 
evening in the hall for the seniors of these groups to support sports relief. A 
good night was had by all and the sum of £230 was raised. 
On the 8th April our Junior section and Company section are off to Dalguise 
for our camp. The boys and officers are looking forward to a great weekend 
with lots of activities.You can keep up to date with the company via our 
website and facebook page  Jim Elliot, Captain 
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1st COATBRIDGE GIRLS BRIGADE 
 
Our new session is underway and all sections are undertaking 
badgework.    
 
Irene Krebs, Captain  
 
 
6th COATBRIDGE RAINBOWS, BROWNIES, GUIDES.   
 
Rainbows:   We have been working on a new jigsaw badge doing 4 different 
activities, and for Mothers Day the girls made rocky road sweets and 
biscuits.   On our last night before the Easter break we had an egg hunt 
outside and we played some games involving Easter.  Our numbers are still 
increasing even though we have had about 6 girls going up to Brownies 
since Christmas. 
  
Brownies:   They have been doing the Tradition of Guiding badge for 
Thinking Day they learned about Japan, trying food and making  crafts from 
Japan, they also had a candle service on Thinking Day.   They also learned 
about Chinese New Year and you can see their Chinese Dragon on the 
guide wall.  For Mothers Day the brownies made Jute Bags and cards.    For 
their last night they went to the soft play and did Easter Crafts. 
  
Guides:    They have been working on a new badge that has come out 
about women being heard and have almost finished it.   We had 4 girls of the 
BP Camp for a weekend.   Everyone finished their First Aid badge.    For our 
last night we went to the Ryce Centre in Glasgow which is a trampoline 
centre and everyone had a great time. 
  
Senior Section:   They have been working on varies activities for badges 
and also were at the Ryce Centre in Glasgow.   Just now the girls have also 
been busy with exams coming up. 
Alexis Crichton, Guide Guider 
If anyone would like to know more information about any of the above 
sections like when we meet and what age do they cover please don't 
hesitate to contact me. 
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GUILD 
 
Our second part of the session seemed very popular with the ladies – 
unfortunately our Religious Headwear lady had to cancel as she was unwell 
but lo and behold Elma stepped in with the story of her hats. 
Then we had a super “Puppet show”.  All worked by school children and the 
story “GOD IS LOVE” told through modern songs with different words. 
We then had all our ladies doing something for “Arts and Crafts”, knowing 

that if they didn’t bring anything we wouldn’t let them in, so all 
being frightened of missing something we had an absolutely 

wonderful display.   
What clever ladies we have, later on after a cup of tea we auctioned if off 
and made a fabulous £94.00 – so how’s that for talent eh! 
We then at the next meeting had Lt. Col. Stephanie Jackson, the name says 
it all.  She was absolutely wonderful, and I’ve never seen the ladies sit up so 
straight for a long while. 
Then we had Nancy Duncan with Milk pans to Bed pans.  You’ve guessed 
right she was a farmer’s daughter and ended up a “MAJOR” in Afghanistan, 
but what a story she had to tell. 
Our last meeting was our A.G.M. 
We were sad when Moira Kyle resigned but I think with all the work she has 
done for the Guild for years (she was in the Guild with my mother) and that 
wasn’t yesterday, she deserves to retire, so THANK YOU  Moira from all the 
Guild ladies. 
Elma and Netta will continue being Conveners and a THANK YOU to them 
too for all their hard work and keeping us in order. 
The AGM continued and Carol Campbell was Proposed for the Committee 
and accepted to do Project Partner, so thanks to you too Carol. 
Then our entertainment wasn’t what the ladies expected.  Colin Scougal,  

was kicked by a horse, had his leg broken and was having 
a bit of bother with it – so Ann Allan stepped in with her 
songs and chat.  We had a lovely finish to our session but 
not quite.  We are linked to Campsie Guild and enjoyed 
going for a meal on 30th March, renewing our friendship. 

Looking forward to seeing you all next session which starts on 5th October.  
Put it in your diary. 
All welcome. Senga McGuire (Sec) 
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KIDS PAGE
   
As easy as A B C 
 
Each answer begins with the letter A B or C 
 
 
Name of the first man created on earth                     _______________________ 
 
 

He murdered his brother Abel                                   _______________________ 
 
 

No books of the Bible begin with this letter                _______________________ 
 
 

Brother of Moses                                                        _______________________ 
 
 

Mount where Noah’s ark came to rest                       _______________________ 
 
 

Birthplace of Jesus                                                     _______________________ 
 
 

Trade of Joseph, Jesus’ father                                  ________________________ 
 
 

Peter’s brother, also a disciple                                  _______________________ 
 

 
Blind man healed by Jesus                                       _______________________ 
                                               

 

Criminal released in place of Jesus                          _______________________ 
 
 

Place of Jesus’ crucifixion                                         _______________________ 
 
 

 
 
Jesus said it is easier for a _____________ to go through the eye of a needle  
 

than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.                       
 
Which animal was Jesus referring to ??? 
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The Family Tree 

 
 

Minister 
Rev. Fiona Nicolson 

 
 

Presbytery Elder    Session Clerk    
Janie McDonald     John Williamson  
     
 
  
Roll Keeper     Clerk to the Board 
Ian Seymour     Matt Sprott 
     

 
 

Treasurer      Deputy Session Clerk  
Hugh McKee      Dorothy Dunlop 

       
 
 

Church Magazine    Flower Convener 
   Moira McCall     Jean Reid 

  
                         
  
Organist       Gift Aid 
Stewart Alston      Irene Callum 

       
 

 
Life and Work Organiser    Hallkeeper 
Elizabeth Russell    Georgia Gillespie 
   
   
        

 Property Convener    Church Officer    
   Sandy Stewart            Douglas Crichton 
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This is the week we love every neighbour 

Jesus calls us to love our neighbour as ourselves, and not just the ones next door or 
at the end of the street. 

Christian Aid Week unites over 20,000 churches to put this love into action. 
Together we’ll hold church collections, host our Big Sing, and collect house-to-
house. Join us. 

Big Sing for 
Christian Aid Week 

 

 

Sunday 15th May 2016 
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