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Dear Friends,
Well here we are heading into the winter months. As I
look out of the Manse window the ground is covered in
leaves and a watery sun is trying to break through. The darker
mornings and nights will soon be with us and if you are anything
like me you will find yourself wishing for the spring :-)
However as with most things in life we are better not to “wish our
lifes away and live in the present” ( as my late Dad used to
always say) Really we just have to face the cold and the dark
and get on with it – and even dare I say try to find some
positives in it. Are you trying to think of some? (eg cosy nights in
when you get the chance, shutting out the dark and switching on
the lights or even candles to make things better) I suppose it
doesn’t feel quite so bad when you look to the positives really.
At the moment in the Church we are studying Isaiah, who
although he had a lot of tough things to say – was also able to
see the positives for the future of mankind. The coming of the
Messiah and all that that would entail for humankind. The light
which would come into the world and never be extinguished –
and ah what joy that would bring……
And yes we have Christmas to look forward to. Not all the mad
rushing about and materialism which it seems to have become
an excuse for – but the opportunity to be reminded once again
of the Christ child who came into our world to be the light of the
world – a light which the world no matter how hard it might try
can never extinguish it.
You will see inside the magazine a list of different activities and
things to think about as we head towards Christmas. I hope you
will take the time to read it and to be able to participate in as
much of it as you are able
With my love and prayers as ever
Fiona N
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PRAYER
Over the next few months please pray for
- the poor and homeless in our community
- the Homeless charities which we as a
Church support (Foodbank, Helping Hands, Home Comforts)
- our youth organisations and their leadership
- our adult organisations and their leadership
MEMORIAL SERVICE
Every year we have a Memorial Service – which is an opportunity
for those who have experienced loss or bereavement to come
along and spend time with others in a similar situation and to have
a short act of worship followed by fellowship in the Hall.
This is open to ALL and will be on Sunday 11th December at 3pm
CHURCH DIARY
NOVEMBER
6th
2.30pm
12th
9.30 am
th
13
10.45am
th
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7.30pm
th
19
1.00-3pm
th
26
9.30am
th
27
11am
3pm
DECEMBER
4th
2.30pm
th
5
7.30pm
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11
3pm
th
18
11am
th
20
1.30pm
6.30pm
rd
23
9.30am
th
24
11.30pm
th
25
11am

Café Church
Leaf Gathering
Remembrance Service
Kirk Session
Christmas Coffee Afternoon
Leaf gathering
Communion
Communion
Messy Church
Congregational Board
Memorial Service
Nativity Service
Christingle Service
Evening Christingle Service
School Christmas Service
Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Day Service
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Christmas Appeal
2016 looks like being a difficult year for our church finances. Our
buildings continue to require regular attention which has pushed up our
costs this year. Our income through regular giving has been lower in
2016 and when combined with our higher costs we are likely to have a
shortfall at the end of the year. If you are able to help through making
a special contribution it would be much appreciated. You can do this
either through your normal giving envelopes or by putting a donation in
an envelope and putting it in the collection plate one Sunday. Thank
you for whatever contribution you are able to make.
Hugh McKee, Treasurer

CHURCH REGISTER
BAPTISMS
28TH August
30th October

Harris James Buchanan Shanks
Kyle James McCracken

FUNERALS
19th August
13th September
13th September
September
11th October
20th October
28th October

Alex Park
Chrissie Nisbet
Elizabeth Nancy Leggan
John McRae
Richard Fleming
Susan Rolls
Rae Caven

.
Life and Work
Those who subscribe to Life & Work should from January 2017 pick them
up from the magazine corner on the second Sunday of the month. When
picking up February’s Life & Work it would be appreciated if the magazine
could be paid for the year. The year’s subscription for 2017 will be £27.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
The Sunday School and teachers have all been really busy since starting
back. We have covered quite a few topics, the most recent being Isaiah.
For Harvest this year we collected non perishable food items for the
Coatbridge Food Bank and we received a letter from them (which is
displayed on the Sunday School Wall) thanking us for our very generous
donations.
For Christmas this year we will be taking the Sunday School and Youth
Group to see the Pantomime Cinderella in Airdrie Town Hall on Saturday
17th December for the matinee performance at 3pm. The Sunday School
children and teachers are all looking forward to it.
The Sunday School Nativity this year will be on Sunday 18th December.
Joyce McClelland, Sunday School Leader
GUILD
Well – that’s us back. We have changed venue and are now in the
Memorial Chapel – all nice and cosy, 7.30pm start. Our meetings will
include:
Nov 16th Rev Solomon on Religious Headwear
Nov 30th St Andrew’s Night - some of our ladies entertain
Dec 7th Christmas Lunch
Dec 14th Christmas Party
2017
Jan 11th Industrial Curator of Summerlee
Fancy anything so far – well, what’s stopping you from coming along.
Senga McGuire (Secretary)
MENS CLUB
The Mens Club are arranging a visit to a Pantomime on a Saturday in early
January 2017. If you are interested in joining the trip please contact Jim
McGuire Tel 435354
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THURSDAY CLUB
The Club meets in the Church Hall every Thursday afternoon from 2pm3.30pm.
We have a varied syllabus of speakers and entertainment and every year
we support a different charity. This year we are supporting The Salvation
Army and Captain Butler is coming to speak about their work on November
24th
Here is a taste of what is happening on some other weeks:
Nov 10 Mr Whitelaw is speaking about ‘On the Buses’
Nov 17 AUTUMN OUTING to a garden centre
Nov 24 Capt Mat Butler, Salvation Army
Dec 1
Mr S Owen, Greenside Garden Centre
Dec 8
Christmas Medley
Dec 15 CHRISTMAS LUNCH – Mr Colin Scougall will entertain
2017
Jan 19 Rev Fiona Nicolson
Jan 26 Scottish Afternoon
Please do come along and join with us. You will be made welcome.
Moira Kyle, President
FUNDRAISING
Our final event for 2016 will be the Christmas Fayre on Saturday 19th
November 2016 from 1pm to 3pm. Stalls include Homebaking, Crafts/Gifts,
Floral arrangements, £1 stall, gifts and cards. Donations of home baking for
the tearoom and stall, £1 stall and for any other stall will be gratefully
received. Tea tickets, priced £2.50, will be on sale from the end of October
in the Hall after Sunday worship.
To date this year £2,340 has been raised. Unfortunately over the year a
couple of planned events have had to be cancelled. It was very
disappointing that the concert by Stepps Songsters had to be cancelled, but
only 32 tickets were sold. It’s doubly disappointing because the Songsters
have the reputation of providing excellent entertainment.
The Committee commends the Christmas Fayre to your support. Please do
purchase a ticket and come along. A pleasant afternoon is guaranteed.
Anne Clemenson, Convener
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Magazine distribution
The Church magazine distribution team is 2 visitors short. If you could
spare a little time once every 3 months to do this valuable work please
speak to Elizabeth Russell, tel: 754763
Pastoral Care
The Pastoral Care Committee would like to draw your attention to the yellow
Care Cards, available at the door of the Church. These are for members of
the congregation to let the minister know about people in our Church family,
who would benefit from a visit, be it in hospital or at home. The minister is
often told about several names verbally on a Sunday morning (often at the
door of the Church) and this can be quite confusing when trying to
remember all the details. It would really help her if this information was
written down on the Care Cards.
To this end each Sunday there will be a member of the greeting team at
each side of the Church who will be pleased to help you to fill in one of
these cards
We hope you will be able to help with this.
Fiona Marwick - Convener of Pastoral Care Committee

Our Organisations
1st COATBRIDGE BOYS BRIGADE
The new session has started well with all three sections having healthy
attendances.
Important news is that the Junior section have for the second year in a row
won the Battalion Challenge trophy for being overall best section last
session. This will be presented to the boys at the Battalion founders day
parade on Sunday 30th October in New Wellwynd Church with the service
starting at 3pm
We recently held our re-dedication service which was well attended.
Our Anchor Boys are showing a large increase in numbers and we are
hoping they will continue to attend. The session has started with games and
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crafts and the boys are now working towards the Battalion competition
which this year is to design a sensory book about the good Samaritan.
Arrangements are in place for the Anchor Boys and Junior section to attend
the pantomime in Hamilton.
The Juniors took part in the Tug of war competition coming 5th and are
preparing for their Top Team Quiz, P.A competition and board games all of
which take place before Christmas. The seven aside football begins in
November. Arrangements are in place for our annual camp to Dalguise in
April.
The Company section session started with an Olympic evening and the
boys are now working towards Top Team Quiz and P.T. New competitions
this session are Badminton and table tennis.
All sections are taking part in the Fun Run at Drumpellier Lochs. The
sponsored event will help us pay our annual fees. If you would like to
contribute, please see any boy or officer. Jamie Bell recently ran the
Glasgow 10k to raise funds for the company, raising £700 in the process,
well done Jamie.
We recently held a training session for those involved in our Colour parties,
thanks to everyone who attended and took part.
Can I thank everyone who supported the company when hosting the
Battalion Officers Communion service. Special thanks to Fiona, Kirk session
and the ladies who supplied the teas.
After the success of the Battalion competition last year making up
Christmas boxes for those less fortunate through the Coatbridge foodbank,
we have decided to do this as a company this year when all three sections
will be taking part. Items for the boxes include shoe boxes, hot chocolate,
sweets, cereal bars, colouring books and pens/pencils, toothbrushes,
toothpaste and cloths etc. We are available on Wednesday and Friday
evenings if you would like to donate anything.
For more updates and reminders see our facebook page and our website or
contact Jim Elliot on 07983450183
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1st COATBRIDGE GIRLS’ BRIGADE
Our session is well underway with all sections working towards
their badge work. We have a full programme set within company
and Division events.
The Brigaders have taken part in 'Teen Trivia' competition which they all
enjoyed, no winners on this occasion. Brigaders also have a completion
'afternoon Tea for Two'' early in November and have been planning and
preparing for this. Brigaders invited parents along on 18th October for a
Candlelight Supper. This gave them a chance to trial run their plans for the
Afternoon Tea competition. We had a very good turn out and thank the
parents who took the time to participate and give girls the opportunity to
have a rehearsal.
Girls' Brigade Rededication and Communion Service will be held on Sunday
30th October at 6.30 pm in Coatdyke Congregational Church, Kippen St,
Airdrie.
This year we will visit Airdrie Town Hall for 'Cinderella' in December.
We will keep you all updated with our forthcoming competitions.
Regards,
Irene Krebs (Captain)

6th COATBRIDGE RAINBOWS, BROWNIES, GUIDES.
Rainbows: We had 8 Rainbows go up to Brownies at the summer but we
have had a lot more girls coming in and we now have 32 in our Unit. The
girls have been working on the 4 parts of their Jigsaw badge and really
enjoying doing different challenges. Last Friday night we were at Tesco
doing the Farm to Fork badge and they had a great time. All sections have
been to Tesco doing the badge appropriate to the age of the girls. We are
all going to Motherwell to the Pantomime on the 3rd December.
Brownies: As I said they were at Tesco doing the Farm to Fork badge and
they have been very busy working on various badges, challenges, crafts
and learning new games. Again our number has increased giving our
Brownie Leaders a challenging time getting all the new girls through the
Brownie Promise books.
9

Guides: The Guides have been busy working on badges and getting
ready to go on camp to Fordell Firs on the 28th October to 30th October
where the girls will do Crate Climbing, Bungee Trampoline, Caving and
Orienteering and of course with it being Halloween weekend a party. Again
we were at Tesco doing the Farm to Fork badge. We have been to the
Climbing Academy in Glasgow and we are paying a visit to the Mosque in
Bellshill as we are looking at different religions . We have a very full
programme planned for the girls up to Christmas with a request to go Ice
Skating so we have booked that at M & D for the Monday before Christmas.
Senior Section: Again we have about 15 girls in the Senior Section with 4
of the girls who received the Baden Powell Award moving up. They have
also prepared a very full programme up to Christmas doing various badges
and challenges. They too will be going to M & D for the Ice Skating and to
the Pantomime.
All our sections are doing well with the programmes that have been
arranged. Before the summer break North Lanarkshire Girl Guiding
organised a Challenge for every girl to do good turns for their family and to
fill a smartie tube, they were also to design a badge and give it a name and
the winning badge would be produced. This was in partnership with St
Andrews Hospice. I am pleased to say that one of our Guides, Christie
Cook won the design for the badge and one of our Brownies won the name
‘Grace Kilpatrick’ whicht will be put on the badge. Someone from the
Hospice will present the girls with their prizes which had been kept a big
secret. When we receive the badges we will let everyone see them. We
are all very proud of these girls.
Alexis Crichton, Guide Guider

JEAN HARROLD would like to say THANK YOU to her Church Family for
the love and support – especially the Hugs – she received during the illness
of her son. He died at Ayrshire Hospice on 7th September.
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The Family Tree
Minister
Rev. Fiona Nicolson
Presbytery Elder
Janie McDonald

Session Clerk
John Williamson

Roll Keeper
Ian Seymour

Clerk to the Board
Matt Sprott

Treasurer
Hugh McKee

Deputy Session Clerk
Dorothy Dunlop

Church Magazine
Moira McCall

Flower Convener
Jean Reid

Organist
Stewart Alston

Property Convener
Sandy Stewart

Life and Work Organiser
Elizabeth Russell

Hallkeeper
Georgia Gillespie

Church Officer
Douglas Crichton
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LEST WE FORGET
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