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Dear Friends,
I can hardly believe that I am sitting down to write the letter for the
end of the year Magazine and starting to look ahead to Christmas
and all that that has in store.
You will see from our cover page that we have been busy making
Remembrance a visual event for the community. There are over
600 poppies on the railing, and that along with our poppy cross
certainly made quite a splash. A big thank you to everyone who
handed in plastic bottles and then to the committee who made the
poppies out of those bottles, coloured shaped and twisted them
onto trellis to make our lovely display. We were fortunate this year
to also have had Messy Church with Greenhill Primary School and
so had a lot of their poppies on display in the Church which made it
a lovely bright place to be on such an important day.
So now that I have just got home from doing that service and then
a Café Church in the afternoon my mind has already started to
think about Advent and Christmas and all the excitement that there
is in store with that. We have quite a few services happening over
Advent and Christmas so please do have a look at our Church
Diary and if you can come along it would be great to see you.
I hope that when the time comes you will get the opportunity to
pause and remind yourself of the reason for the season. Not the
tinsel and the merriment but the birth of the baby Jesus - born for
you and for me, to prove just how much God loves every one of us.
Something well worth rejoicing about.
Have a very Happy Christmas when it comes and an extra special
Happy New Year ahead
With my love and prayers as ever
Fiona N
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PRAYER
Over the next few months please pray for
- those who have been bereaved this year as they
face
Christmas without loved ones
- the homeless who won’t know much cheer at this cold time
of year
- our young folk that they might know the true meaning of
Christmas
- each other as we too seek to celebrate the true meaning of
Christmas
Christmas Tree Decorating Competition
This year we are inviting members of the Church, our
organisations and our community to enter a decorated tree. The
specifications are that they should not have lights, should be no
taller than 2 feet and would be on display at the services over the
festive season. For more details contact any member of the
Outreach Committee.
Watch out for more details in our Intimation Sheet and on our
Website www.nsacb.net
CHURCH DIARY
DECEMBER
4th
7.30pm
th
10
6.30pm
th
17
7.30pm
th
19
6.30pm
nd
22
9.45am
th
24
11am
11.30pm

Congregational Board
BB Carol Service
Joint Carol Service at New St Andrew’s
Community Christingle Service
Drumpark and Greenhill School Service
Nativity Service
Midnight Service

JANUARY 2018
7th
11am
th
8
7.30pm

Covenant Service
Kirk Session
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CHURCH REGISTER
BAPTISMS
1st October
Jackson Campbell
“
“
Cameron Campbell
th
29 October
Olivia Jane Geddes
FUNERALS
22nd August
1st September
1st September
4th September
5th October
3rd November
9th November

Mary Wilkie
Margaret Ferguson
Sheena Owens
David McKirdy
Pat Robertson
Jessie Russell
Catherine Thomson

Kirk Session Tribute to Leslie English
Leslie, known to some of you as Les, was born in Carlisle and then
moved with his family to live in Glasgow when Leslie was about 3. He
was the eldest of 3 and is survived by his brothers Denis and Bryan, and
his mother Betty. He enjoyed a happy childhood in a secure family home.
On leaving school Leslie trained to be a joiner and worked for Glasgow
Corporation.
He applied for and joined the police in 1974. He was based at Cranston
Hill for many years ultimately becoming a police driver. He made a lot of
friends there, with whom he stayed in touch over the years.
In 1980 he received the Queens commendation and a medal for bravery.
He later worked at Stewart Street Office in the Town Centre where again
he made a lot of friends. He spent his last few years working at the Sheriff
Court. He finished work with the police after 30 years service.
He then went on to work at the car park at the High Street for about 10
years. He finished working altogether then due to ill health.
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Leslie met Patricia at Garthamlock Church Youth Club. They married on
1st August 1970 at Garthamlock Church and have enjoyed a good and
happy life together. They have 2 sons Craig and Scott, step grandson
Nash and 2 grand daughters Arika and Soraya.
Leslie is remembered as someone who had a good sense of humour and
fun, was helpful, caring, easy going, supportive and encouraging. A quiet
person who was a steadying and reassuring influence on those who knew
him best.
When they moved as a family to Coatbridge in 1978 they joined Coatdyke
Church and made many friends there.
He served as an officer in the 13th Coatbridge Company for a good
number of years, working especially with the company section.
He later qualified as a Duke of Edinburgh Gold assessor for expeditions.
He really enjoyed this, and helped a lot of young people to achieve their
awards with his encouragement and support.
Leslie was ordained as an Elder at Coatdyke Church later serving at
Clifton and ultimately at New St Andrew’s. Remembered here as
someone who was quietly, supportive, caring and loyal.
It was also through Coatdyke Church that Leslie met Donald Plant who
introduced them to the Garrion Ramblers Walking Club. As a result Leslie
along with Patricia he did a lot of walking and hill climbing in this country
and abroad and made many friends there too.
From this group there developed a cycling group which Leslie loved for
many years, only giving it up latterly when he had balance issues.
Leslie also loved football. He played for Shettleston Violet for a while and
then for the police team, and then he enjoyed helping out with the football
team at Carnbroe Primary.
Leslie also liked bowling and enjoyed going along to the indoor bowling.
He also played squash. And he was part of a Badminton group who met
regularly for games and made many friendships there too.
So a very fit and active person who liked to be on the go, and to do these
activities with others and to have lots of fun.
Leslie loved his holidays and was always looking to see where they could
go next, and both he and Patricia appreciated all the many trips they had
away.
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Leslie enjoyed relatively good health over the years until he was
diagnosed with Parkinson’s in 2012. He was supported and cared for by
Patricia and the family as well as carers. He also attended the
Parkinson’s self help group in Airdrie and got a lot of support from this
and made a lot of friends there too.
Leslie spent his last week in Monklands hospital where he received really
good care and support . He died there on Tuesday 4th July aged 67
Leslie was then someone who lived a good life. He had a family he loved
and who loved him in return. A good working life which he got a lot of
pleasure from. Leisure pursuits and activities which he loved, and many,
many good friends along the way, whom he greatly valued over the years.
A man who quietly had a good influence on many round about him, and
who is remembered as a gentleman, who cared for, respected, and
valued others.
He showed very real dignity and strength over the years and was well
loved and respected.
The deepest sympathy of the Kirk Session goes to Patricia and the family

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Since starting back in August we have all been very busy. We have been
following the Timeline and have been learning about Joseph, Moses,
Aaron, Deborah, Samuel and David.
The children and teachers have had fun doing all the various activities
which are proudly displayed on our wall.
The Nativity this year will be on Sunday the 24th December during the
11am Service.
The Sunday School and Youth Group will be going to the Pantomime
Mother Goose which will be on Saturday 2nd December in Airdrie Town
Hall. It will be the Matinee performance and details will be given to the
children in due course.
The date for the Creche party has yet to be decided but notice will be
given to the parents/guardians in the near future.
Joyce McClelland, Sunday School Leader
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STAMP APPEAL
This year the World Mission Council of the Church of Scotland is
supporting the Giffen Institute of Theology of South Sudan and your used
postage stamps can help raise money for this. The Institute trains people
for the ministry but has had to relocate to Kenya due to war and violence
in Sudan and has consequently lost resources including books.
Please collect your used stamps and, if possible, trim them with a paper
border of approximately ¼ inch.
A “post box” for stamps will be at the front door of the church from the
beginning of December.
GUILD
WEDDING DRESS FESTIVAL
On behalf of myself and the Guild committee, I thank everyone who
supported our Wedding Dress Festival in so many ways. It proved to be a
great success. This was due to the help from many sources in our own
church and from friends and contacts elsewhere.
Although this was not, first and foremost, a fundraising venture, we have
been delighted with the result. There should be around £550 to be
distributed between the Guild Project (this year supporting the Haiti
project) and other worthwhile causes.
Photos of the festival can be viewed on the church website--www.nsacb.net - curtesy of Bryce Baxter, and in the small hall.
Finally, a personal "thank you" to you all from me. Elma.
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THE HAITI PROJECT
The Guild's Haiti Project aims to help to build a multipurpose building to
be used as a school, community centre and a church centre. Haiti is one
of the poorest countries in the world having been devastated many times
by hurricanes and storms, leaving thousands dead and others homeless,
with cholera becoming a great problem. An earthquake in 2010
compounded the situation as have the recent hurricanes. We feel that this
is a very worthwhile project for the Guild to support this year
Here are a few topics coming up at the Guild until January 2018
Dec 13th
Dec 20th
Jan 10th
Jan 24th

K McPherson “Hollywood a Presbyterian Perspective”
Christmas Party
Bethany Jones “ Elks Camp Moore”
Burns Night, Anne Cruikshank & Alan

Come along and join us for any meeting on Wednesdays at 7.30pm in the
Memorial Chapel.
Senga McGuire (Secretary)
MEN’S CLUB
The Men’s Club are arranging a visit to a Pantomime on a Saturday in
early January 2018. If you are interested in joining the trip please contact
Jim McGuire Tel 435354
THURSDAY CLUB
The Club meets in the Church Hall every Thursday afternoon from 2pm3.30pm.
Items from our varied syllabus are
30th Nov
Mr Jim McLean
th
7 Dec
Christmas Medley
th
14 Dec
Christmas Lunch
18 Jan 2018 Rev Fiona Nicolson
25th Jan
Mrs Christine McCrone – Scottish Afternoon
Please do come along and join with us. You will be made welcome.
Moira Kyle, President
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FUNDRAISING
2017 is quickly coming to an end and it’s good to report that it has been a
successful one for Fundraising.
During the second half of the year, amounts raised have been
Summer Fayre
£1,579
Dress Down Sunday
£182
Sponsored Walk
£983
Silent Auction
£1083
Giving the total to date for the year of £5,241.
This is possible only by the continued support
of our congregation and friends, so very
sincere thanks to all for this.
We end the year with a Christmas Coffee
Afternoon on Saturday 25th November 1pm-3pm. Tickets £2.50 for
adults, £1 for children under 12.
Santa will be in his Grotto and apart from the tea-room the stalls will
include Home Baking, £1 stall, Bottle Stall, Crafts, Cards, Plants and
Floral decorations.
Donations for stalls and tea room will be gratefully received.
Don’t forget – what’s necessary in Fundraising !! U!!
.
Anne Clemenson, Convener
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Our Organisations
1st COATBRIDGE BOYS BRIGADE
It is now official, results of Battalion Challenge Trophy, for the overall best
company,
In the Junior Section we were second pipped by 1point by 1st Airdrie
For the first time in our history our company section are the winners. A
magnificent achievement by the young men in all aspects of Boys Brigade
work.
Well done to all boys and officers on this achievement.
The new session is well underway with many of our boys returning and
many new ones joining.
Our Anchor Boys are involved in games, crafts and stories and are now
preparing their entry for the Battalion design a Fun Day poster
competition. They all enjoyed their Halloween party with some great
costumes.
The Junior section are celebrating their 100th birthday. The boys and
officers attended a birthday party organised by the Lanarkshire district
fellowship and are currently working their way through 100 challenges.
They have also taken part in the Battalion Tug of War competition and are
now preparing for Top Team Quiz and PA competition which we are
hosting with costumes. They have attended a night at the 10 pin bowling
with costumes.
The Company section have already taken part in the Battalion Top Team
Quiz coming second in a competition with a new format where we were
able to enter three teams. We are now preparing for the PT competition
and squad drill. They have also taken part in various challenges and
badge classes.
One of our officers Jamie Bell ran a 10k at the beginning of October to
help raise funds for our company raising £700 in the process.
Our company took part in the Battalion fun run. This is our major fund
raiser for the session. It took place at Drumpellier loch. Family and friends
joined us at this event. Representatives from Airdrie and Albion Rovers
were on hand to start the run
Our officers have also had a busy start to the session.
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Some of our officers attended the first ever Airdrie
Coatbridge and District Battalion conference. A few of
our
officers have also attended First Aid and Autism training
We had a good turnout of Officers at Battalion
communion at New Monkland church on 8th October
Our Rededication parade and presentation of Queens badges. Thanks to
the boys who turned up. Thanks to family, friends, GB and Guides for
their support.
Congratulations to Irene on her retirement as GB captain and to Linzi on
her promotion. Thanks from BB captain for presentation, for 30 years’
service as a captain
We hosted the Battalion parade on Sunday 29th October. We led the
parade for the first time in seven years we had a good turn out to
represent the 1st Coatbridge.
Company section were presented with Challenge Trophy on this day.
Four of our Queens men were also in attendance to receive their Queens
Badge from the Battalion President.
We are planning our annual shoebox appeal for the local food bank, to
provide gifts to kids less fortunate. We are looking for items that would
ideally fit in a shoebox for example toothbrush, toothpaste, pencils,
colouring books etc. We don't require any shoe boxes as we are using gift
bags. Any donation would be appreciated and can be made on
Wednesday or Friday night
For more updates and reminders see our facebook page and our website
or contact Jim Elliot on 07983450183

1st COATBRIDGE GIRLS’ BRIGADE
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Since returning after the holidays we have had a busy session. We
currently have 35 girls in the company, 5
full time officers and 2 part time. Irene Krebs is now hopefully enjoying
some family time after standing down as Captain of 22 years, although
will continue to assist the company when needed as a part time officer.
Irene will always remain a close friend of 1st Coatbridge GB.
We have taken part in the explorer Fun Fair and Brigader
orienteering competitions. The girls theme this year is Caring for Each
other and The Community. We have had visits from Coatbridge
Community Police and Fire Brigade. We have also been busy with our
new GB Bee campaign decorating our display board in the church hall.
Upcoming competitions include Juniors
Senses Challenge
Design a T – shirt for 125 years of GB
Swimming Gala
Brigaders
Decorate a Cake for 125 years of GB
Face Painting
Swimming Gala
This year’s Christmas outing will be to see Mother Goose in Airdrie Town
Hall on Friday 1st December.
Girls Brigade will have a bottle stall at the Christmas Fayre.
Any donations would be greatly received, no alcohol please.
We will also be holding a fundraiser in the church hall on Tuesday 23
January 2018 where we will have Stonehouse Male Voice Choir joining
us. Tickets are £6 for adults and £2 for children. Light supper will be
provided. Tickets can be purchased from any officer.
The company and officers would like to congratulate Captain Jim Elliot of
1st Coatbridge Boys Brigade on 30 years service.
Linzi Munro
Captain
07748123407
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6th COATBRIDGE RAINBOWS, BROWNIES, GUIDES.
Rainbows: We have been very busy doing badge work for our
roundabout, getting pictures taken to put up on our wall of all the girls, we
had a pumpkin party and we have been baking and doing lots of crafts.
We are going to Motherwell for this year’s pantomime and again one of
the Rainbows is in it but not the night we are going.
Rainbows are 30 years old this year and on Saturday 11th November the
Division has arranged a party for all the Coatbridge Rainbow Units in
Blairhill/Dundyvan church hall, with games, entertainment and food.
Brownies: They have been very busy doing badge work, doing lots of
nice crafts and they also had a pumpkin party. They are going to
Motherwell for the pantomime and also having a party. Our numbers
are going up each week but there are a few due to go into guides next
year. Next year our Brownie Unit celebrates 90 years old and if anyone
knows any former guiders who were members can you please let us
know.
Guides: We have been busy doing badge work and 4 of the girls want to
do their camp permits next year. We have been doing camping skills with
them and cooking different things. Instead of a pumpkin party we had
Domino Pizzas delivered and this went down a treat. We are also going
to Motherwell and are going to the Ice Skating instead of a party. We
have a busy programme up to Christmas with different people coming in
to do activities with the girls.
Senior Section: They had a pamper night and are working through
different challenges. They joined the guides for pizza and had a great
time. They will also be going to Motherwell and the Ice Skating and
probably a night out for a burger.
Alexis Crichton, Guide Guider
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The Family Tree
Minister
Rev. Fiona Nicolson 01236 437271
Presbytery Elder
Janie McDonald
01236 435255

Session Clerk
Dorothy Dunlop
01236 707443

Roll Keeper
Ian Seymour
01236 428316

Clerk to the Board
Matt Sprott
01236 423588

Treasurer
Hugh McKee
01236 443600

Church Officer
Douglas Crichton
01236 755222

Church Magazine
Moira McCall
01236 764065

Flower Convener
Jean Reid
01236 429166

Organist
Stewart Alston
01236 424553

Property Convener
Sandy Stewart
01236 443886

Life and Work Organiser
Elizabeth Russell
01236 754763

Hallkeeper
Georgia Gillespie
07949 262785
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VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO EVERYONE
AT NEW ST ANDREWS CHURCH
AND
BEST WISHES FOR 2018
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