11 March 2018
John 3:1-21
Jesus meets Nicodemus
3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come
from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.”
3

Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”

4

“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a
second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”
5

Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of
water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be
surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the
Spirit.”
9

“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.

10

“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell
you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not
accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will
you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who
came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son
of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”
16

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does
not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and
only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of
light because their deeds were evil.20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into
the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the
light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.

4 March 2018
Mark 8: 31-38
Jesus predicts his death
31

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the
elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise
again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
33

But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he
said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”
34

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple
must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save their
life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it
for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?37 Or what can anyone give in exchange
for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation,
the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”
Romans 4: 13-25
Justification through faith
13

It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be
heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14 For if those who depend on the
law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless,15 because the law brings wrath. And
where there is no law there is no transgression.
16

Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all
Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the faith of
Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He
is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and
calls into being things that were not.
18

Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it
had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 19 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact
that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb
was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was
strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God,21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do
what he had promised. 22 This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” 23 The words “it was
credited to him” were written not for him alone, 24 but also for us, to whom God will credit
righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was
delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.

25 February 2018
Matthew 25: 35-40 The least of these
35

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was
sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
37

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in,
or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit
you?’
40

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

Isaiah 1: 17 Do right
17

Learn to do right; seek justice.
Defend the oppressed.
Take up the cause of the fatherless;
Plead the case of the widow.

18 February 2018
Romans 12:4-8
Humble Service in the Body of Christ
4

For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have
the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs
to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your
gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve;
if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then
give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.

11 February 2018
Nehemiah 1
Nehemiah prays
1 The words of Nehemiah son of Hakaliah:
In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the citadel of Susa, 2 Hanani, one of my
brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and I questioned them about the Jewish remnant that
had survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem.
3

They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and
disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire.”
4

When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed
before the God of heaven. 5 Then I said:
“LORD, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those
who love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the
prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. I
confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed against
you. 7 We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and
laws you gave your servant Moses.
8

“Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will
scatter you among the nations, 9 but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your
exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I
have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’
10

“They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your
mighty hand. 11 Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of
your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant success today by granting him
favour in the presence of this man.”
I was cupbearer to the king.

4 February 2018
Esther 2:5-11
Esther is made Queen
5 Now

there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, named Mordecai son of Jair, the son of
Shimei, the son of Kish, 6 who had been carried into exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,
among those taken captive with Jehoiachin king of Judah. 7 Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom
he had brought up because she had neither father nor mother. This young woman, who was also known as
Esther, had a lovely figure and was beautiful. Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter when her father
and mother died.
8 When

the king’s order and edict had been proclaimed, many young women were brought to the citadel of
Susa and put under the care of Hegai. Esther also was taken to the king’s palace and entrusted to Hegai, who
had charge of the harem.9 She pleased him and won his favour. Immediately he provided her with her beauty
treatments and special food. He assigned to her seven female attendants selected from the king’s palace and
moved her and her attendants into the best place in the harem.
10 Esther

had not revealed her nationality and family background, because Mordecai had forbidden her to do
so.
day he walked back and forth near the courtyard of the harem to find out how Esther was and
what was happening to her.
11 Every

Esther 4:4-17
Mordecai persuades Esther to help
4 When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and went
out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. 2 But he went only as far as the king’s gate, because no one
clothed in sackcloth was allowed to enter it. 3 In every province to which the edict and order of the king came,
there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and
ashes.
4 When

Esther’s eunuchs and female attendants came and told her about Mordecai, she was in great distress.
She sent clothes for him to put on instead of his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 5 Then Esther
summoned Hathak, one of the king’s eunuchs assigned to attend her, and ordered him to find out what was
troubling Mordecai and why.
6 So

Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king’s gate. 7 Mordecai told
him everything that had happened to him, including the exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay
into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for
their annihilation, which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and explain it to her, and he told him
to instruct her to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people.
9 Hathak

went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. 10 Then she instructed him to say to
Mordecai, 11 “All the king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or woman
who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has but one law: that they be
put to death unless the king extends the gold sceptre to them and spares their lives. But thirty days have passed
since I was called to go to the king.”
12 When

Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back this answer: “Do not think that because
you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time,
relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish.
And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”
15 Then

Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for
me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done,
I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.”
17 So

Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions.

