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WELLINGTON STATION 

MARKS 154 YEARS

ISITISHI SASEWELLINGTON SIGQIBIBA IMINYAKA ELI 154

Isitishi saseWellington siye sajika sabalikhaya lomnyadala ngomhla 
we 12 nowe 13 kuMeyi, bebhiyozela umnyadala waminyaka le obizwa nge 
Wellington Stasiesfees. Esisitishi besigqiba iminyaka eli 154 sikhona

Lomnyadala wasundlekwa ngo 2013 xa esisitishi sasigqiba iminyaka 
eyi 15. Kulo nyaka, usuku lokozonwanibasa nosapho luye longezwa 
kwabakho nemidlalo yeqonga nomculo ka Amore Bekker no Refentse, 

kuye kwabakho nokhuphiswano lokubhaka eyona milk tart inkulu 
ehlabathini.

uMetrorail usindleke abakhweli baka loliwe abayi 170 kuloliwe 
okhethekileyo osuka eKapa ukuya eWellington ngomhla we 13 kuMay. 
Baye babanazo neenqwelo ezithutha abantu ukusuka esitishini ukuya 
ePaarl, ukubonisa abakhweli ngotyelelo lwaseNtshona Koloni.IM
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ellington Station was transformed into 
 a big party venue on 12 and 13 May for 
the annual Stasiefees festival. The station 
is 154 years this year. 

The festival was launched in 2013 when the 
station turned 150 years. This year, the family fun 
day included performances by Amore Bekker and 
Refentse, stalls and an attempt to bake the world’s 
biggest milk tart. 

Apart from hosting 170 train enthusiasts on a trip 
from Cape Town to Wellington, the rail operator also 
hosted two train shuttles from Wellington to Paarl to 
give revellers a glimpse of rail tourism at its best.

“Every year, we celebrate this festival with the 
Wellington Stasiefees organisers. While the train ride 
is one highlight, making or seeing how the record for 
the biggest milk tart is broken each year, is simply 
amazing. The mayor of the Drakenstein municipality 
puts the fi nishing touches on the milk tart each 
year. This is Metrorail’s fi fth year of involvement, and 
each year the festival gets better and better,” says 
Metrorail’s Keith Edwards. 

Metrorail hosted 170 travellers on 
a special train trip from Cape Town 

to Wellington on 13 May to mark 
the annual Wellington Stasiefees 

festival. Alicia English 

TIME TRAVEL

31 MARCH 1859
The fi rst sod of earth was turned 
to build a railway track and 
station in Wellington.

24 OCTOBER 1860
The fi rst trial was run on a 
railway track in South Africa, 
from Papendorp to Salt River.

18 MARCH 1862
Locomotive Sir George Grey 
steams into Stellenbosch.

4 NOVEMBER 1863
A train with 400 guests left Cape 
Town at 9.30am for Wellington 
Station, arriving at 12.40pm. The 
then governor of the Cape, Sir 
Philip Wodehouse, boarded the 
train at Salt River Station. The 
train stopped at Stellenbosch 
and Paarl along the way.

W

Metrorail recently hosted 170 
people on a special train trip 
to the Wellington Stasiefees 

festival. The annual festivities, 
include an attempt to bake 

the world’s biggest milk tart.
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Protection services
Claims office
Transport info number
RAILWAY POLICE 
Stock Road 
Cape Town
Bellville     
Retreat  
24-hour operational room

021 449 4336

021 370 1005
021 443 4325

0800 65 64 63

021 941 6800
021 710 5129
021 443 4309 /10

021 449 2041/3645

Only cross the railway line at an authorised access 
point, such as a railway bridge or subway.

SAFETY CORNER

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

Safety is  
our concern

Follow @CapeTownTrains on  
Twitter to receive instant updates.

Visit our blog on 
capetowntrains.freeblog.site.

Search for the Cape Metrorail page  
on Facebook to receive instant updates. 
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1.  The footbridge at Lynedoch station has 
improved commuter safety.  

2 & 3.  Metrorail takes several safety 
precautions to ensure commuters’ safety 
at Thornton station.

Metrorail has intensified its safety awareness efforts. Last 
week, the rail operator turned the spotlight on Philippi 
Station, a bustling station in Area Central.

hilippi Station is one of the busiest on the Central line, and has a 
high rail-related incident rate compared to other stations on the 
line. Metrorail is determined to change this status quo. 

Officials from various Metrorail departments recently teamed 
up with representatives from the United Commuter Voice and SANCO’s 
Philippi branch during a two-day safety campaign at Philippi Station.

“Philippi was identified as one of the Area Central stations to focus our 
safety efforts on, due to a high rate of rail-related incidents recorded at 
the station. Our joint effort with internal and external stakeholders yielded 
positive results during the campaign,” explains Mongezi Manka of Metrorail’s 
marketing and communication department.

SAFETY PRIORITISED AT PHILIPPI

P

OFFICIALS TURNED THE FOCUS ON COMMUTERS’ PERSONAL SAFETY 
AND ANTI-VANDALISM MESSAGING.

Metrorail officials 
emphasised the message of 
safety and educated adults 

and learners about the 
importance of  following safe 

rail practices.

NO MORE SHORTCUTS
On the first day of the campaign, some commuters, who regularly use 
unauthorised entry points, were angered when officials prohibited them 
from using these points. 

“The leadership of SANCO’s Philippi branch was shocked to see 
how people disregard the use of proper access points. They committed 
to assisting us in working with communities and entrenching safe 
commuting behaviours,” says Mongezi.

The following day, officials turned the focus on commuters’ personal 
safety and anti-vandalism messaging. They also registered 500 
commuters for Metrorail’s SMS updates service, and handed out bursary 
forms to Grade 12 learners.

“Learners were delighted to receive promotional items such as rulers 
with safety messages. The importance of following safe rail practices 
was emphasized throughout the two-day campaign. Commuters were 
interested in learning more and were keen to interact with our officials,” 
adds Mongezi.

02_myline 188.indd   2 2017/05/22   3:59 PM



aymond Maseko, engineering 
services manager of Metrorail 
Western Cape, says the rail 
operator’s Signals department 

has introduced various measures to minimise 
incidents of theft.

“Our Signals department is burying 
all surface cables as well as replacing 
incandescent lamps, which are often stolen 
and used by methamphetamine ‘tik’ addicts, 
with LED lights. We are replacing copper 
cables used for telecommunication services 
with fibre-optic cables, and vandal-proofing all 
trackside equipment. 

“We are also installing boundary walls 
and fences to effectively secure the rail 
environment. This effort, however, is done in 
conjunction with the City of Cape Town to 
ensure that non-motorised movement is still 
provided to communities,” explains Raymond.

FIGHTING CRIME
Ernest Hendricks, regional security manager 
of Metrorail Western Cape, says the rail 

operator has plans in place to prevent the 
burning of trains.  

“Resources are allocated according to 
priorities determined at joint weekly meetings 
between Metrorail and the police. Proactive 
deployment of security resources is based on 
security intelligence, while reactive measures 
are taken in response to reported incidents,” 
he explains.

Ernest says the immediate reporting of 
all incidents, irrespective of its anticipated 
outcome, is crucial to enable Metrorail and 
the Rapid Rail Police Unit (RRPU) to deploy 
resources effectively. 

“It is vital that neighbourhood watch 
groups, community police forums, 
ratepayers associations and other private 
security companies work together to ensure 
that criminal activity is effectively curtailed,” 
adds Ernest.

JOINT EFFORT
Richard Walker, regional manager of Metrorail 
Western Cape, says Metrorail and the RRPU 
will reassess their collective deployment of 
resources on trains and stations to address 
criminal elements as effectively as possible.

“More than R200 million is spent annually 
on securing the rail network. We ask that 
commuters and communities help us and 
the police to identify criminals so they can be 
removed from society and prevented from 
causing further damage to State assests.”

Follow @CapeTownTrains on  
Twitter to receive instant updates.

Visit our blog on 
capetowntrains.freeblog.site.

Search for the Cape Metrorail page  
on Facebook to receive instant updates. 
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The continued theft and vandalism of rail 
equipment remains a major cause of disruption 
to Metrorail’s services. We find out what 
Metrorail is doing to curb crime along its rail 
network. Alicia English

R

SAFEGUARDING 
OUR RAILWAYS
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raffic offenders were in for a big surprise when 
they arrived at the Buttskop level crossing near 
Blackheath on 10 May. Buttskop is one of the 
busiest crossings in the region.

Metrorail officials, the Rapid Rail Police Unit and City of 
Cape Town’s traffic officers arrived at the break of dawn to 
ensure motorists obeyed the traffic rules. 

Traffic offenders were fined on the spot for contravening 
the traffic rules. “This was a very successful collaboration 
between Metrorail departments and the various law 
enforcement agencies. 

“Some of the offenders were delayed, as they were forced 
to obey the road signs in the presence of the traffic officers, 
whom they did not expect to see that morning. 

“On the other hand, the law-abiding motorists were very 
happy to see all the stakeholders, as there were 
minimal risks and threats on the day,” explains Metrorail’s 
Mongezi Manka.

Follow @CapeTownTrains on  
Twitter to receive instant updates.

Visit our blog on 
capetowntrains.freeblog.site.

Search for the Cape Metrorail page  
on Facebook to receive instant updates. 
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SAFETY

Metrorail and several law enforcement agencies 
has sent a clear message of zero tolerance to 
traffic offenders at Buttskop level crossing near 
Blackheath.

T

NOT ON OUR WATCH 

Traffic officers 
issued several fines 

and warnings to 
reckless motorists 

at the Buttskop level 
crossing. Metrorail’s 

Mongezi Manka  
(below) shares some 
road safety tips with  

a motorist.
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“THIS WAS A VERY SUCCESSFUL 
COLLABORATION BETWEEN 
METRORAIL DEPARTMENTS AND 
THE VARIOUS LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCIES.” – MONGEZI MANKA

The Buttskop level crossing near Blackheath is 
one of the busiest crossings in the region.
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PROFILE

TELL US ABOUT YOUR JOURNEY 
IN METRORAIL.
Phumeza Mpiko (PM): I joined 
Metrorail in 2013 after working as a 
security officer at Sechaba Protection 
Services. My journey has been exciting. 
It has been a great learning experience, 
as we work in teams. It has also been 
challenging. We often deal with a lot of 
robberies but we manage. 
James Beukes (JB): I started working 
at Metrorail in 1998, and enjoy my job. 
I’m a people’s person, and I wouldn’t 
trade the pleasure I derive from my job 
for anything.

WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT 
YOUR JOB?
JB: Working with people fulfills me. 
I love that I can go the extra mile for 
them, and no two days are the same. 
My job is exciting. I also love the 
challenges and the adrenaline rush you 
get when you’re in risky situations. 

WHAT KEEPS YOU MOTIVATED  
AT WORK?
PM: Love. When you love your job, 
everything will go easy. The support we 
receive from our superiors also keeps 
us on our toes.

Metrorail’s protection services officers 
Phumeza Mpiko and James Beukes recently 

helped to apprehend a man suspected of 
breaking into a flat near Mowbray Station. 

The duo tell us about themselves and recalls 
what happened that night.

 Yonga Balfour

MOWBRAY DUO 
NABS SUSPECT

TELL US MORE ABOUT THE NIGHT 
OF THE BURGLARY.
JB: We were on duty at Mowbray 
Station when one of the tenants of 
Grove Flats approached me regarding 
a break-in at his flat. I immediately 
informed my partner, Phumeza.
PM: The tenant was hesitant to enter 
his flat. We patrolled the station with 
him, as we suspected that the culprit 
was still nearby.

JB: Our insticts were right as usual. While 
patrolling along the railway tracks, we 
came across a guy sleeping behind a bush. 
Just when we were about to leave him to 
sleep in peace, we noticed a brown bag 
that was hidden, filled with leaves. This 
raised suspicion; we found a cellphone. 
The suspect tried to run away but I caught 
up with him. We continued the search and 
found the tenant’s laptop.
PM: The suspect even tried to stab 
Buekes. We alerted the police. The suspect 
was taken to Mowbray Police Station.

"WHEN YOU LOVE  
YOUR JOB, EVERYTHING  
WILL GO EASY."  
– PHUMEZA MPIKO

FROM LEFT Metrorail's James Beukes. 
George Kiewiets and Phumeza Mpiko 
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CULTURE

AFRICA UNITE
Every year we celebrate Africa Day to commemorate the founding of 
the Organisation of African Unity in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on 25 May 
1963. In celebration of Africa Day, we’ve rounded up some of the 
most popular dishes from around the continent.

WHO KNEW?

• Several African countries gained 
independence from European 
colonial powers between 1945 
and 1965.

• Ghana became the first African 
country south of the Sahara to 
gain independence on 6 March 
1957.

• There are 54 countries in Africa.
• Africa is the second-largest 

continent, after Asia.

BOTSWANA
Some locals use mokoros, canoes 

carved from tree trunks.

KENYA
Matatus, pimped-out buses, 
are popular in Kenya.

EGYPT
Feluccas are a common sight 
on the Nile River in Egypt.

DRC
Hollowed out pirogue trees are 
often tied together and used as 
a ferry to cross rivers.

MALAWI
Bicycle ambulances 
have been introduced 
to transport patients to 
health centres.

MALI
Mali’s rail network 

stretches for about 
729km.

CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC
Small vehicles and large 
semis are used in the 
Central African Republic.

ANGOLA
Minibuses are a popular mode of transport 

in the east-African state of Angola.

GHANA
Tro tros are used by 

many commuters 
in Ghana.

MOROCCO
Camels are still a 

popular way to trek 
through the desert  

in Morocco.

GOING PLACES
Each day, thousands of South Africans make their way to work and home 
on trains, buses, minibus taxis. Let’s take a look at some of the modes of 
transport in other African countries. 

MALAWI – CHAMBO  
WITH NSIMA
Chambo is one of the most 
popular fish found in Lake 
Malawi and is a national 
favourite. The dish is usually 
served grilled with a side of 
nsima (a porridge similar to 
pap) or chips and ndiwo, 
a relish of pumpkin leaves, 
tomatoes and peanut powder. 
Both nsima and ndiwo are 
considered staple foods in 
neighbouring Zambia. 

KENYA – NYAMA NA IRIO
Nyama na irio is a well-
loved dish in Kenya that is 
made of mashed potatoes, 
peas, beans, corn and 
onion and often served with 
spiced, roasted meat. 

NIGERIA – JOLLOF RICE AND  
EGUSI SOUP
Jollof rice is a spicy dish of rice, 
tomatoes, onions and pepper. It is served 
at most gatherings along with egusi soup 
(made of ground melon seeds and bitter 
leaf), fried plantains and pounded yam.

ZIMBABWE – KAPENTA 
Kapenta, a small freshwater fish native to 
Lake Tanganyika, is a popular source of 
protein in Zimbabwe. Like many African 
dishes, kapenta is served with a maize 
porridge, known as sadza. 

Kapenta can be eaten either grilled or 
fried, and is usually stewed with tomatoes, 
onions and peanut powder.

MOROCCO – PASTILLA AU PIGEON 
Pastilla au pigeon, also known as 
b’stilla, is a sweet and savoury pie that 
consists of shredded pigeon, a thick 
egg sauce and a spicy, nutty filling that 
is covered with layers of paper-thin 
pastry. A Moroccan celebration is not 
complete without this dish.
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Select the route you travel on and 
wish to receive updates for.

Bellville via Esplanade and Lavistown1.

Malmesbury via Bellville6.

Bellville via Monte Vista2.

Muldersvlei via Stellenbosch7.

Cape Flats3.

Southern Suburbs8.

Kapteinsklip4.

Strand9.

Khayelitsha5.

Wellington via Kraaifontein10.

Worcester via Bellville11.

SMS
Get service 
updates via

Register for Metrorail’s free SMS 
service to receive updates on train 
delays and cancellations. You can register 
immediately by calling the Transport Information 
Centre on 0800 65 64 63 or complete the form below 
and submit it at your nearest train station.

Personal details

Surname:

Cellphone number:

Name:
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AM ON TIME

AM ON TIME

AM ON TIME

PM ON TIME

PM ON TIME

PM ON TIME

CANCELLED
(AM + PM)

CANCELLED
(AM + PM)

CANCELLED
(AM + PM)

43.1%

47.6%

36.9%

66.5%

61.4%

67.6%

26%

13.8%

17.3%

PERFORMANCE

While we try our utmost to do maintenance during off -peak to minimise possible delays, connecting trains may be subjected to delays 
on all service lines. Your safety is our concern. We apologise for any inconvenience inadvertently caused. 

Performance refl ects week of 3 to 9 May 2017.
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www.mikatekomedia.co.za

DISCLAIMER Published by Mikateko Media (Pty) Ltd. All rights reserved. 
While precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of information, 
neither the editor, publisher nor Mikateko Media can be held liable for any 
inaccuracies, injuries or damages that may arise.
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INCREASE YOUR SALES BY ADVERTISING IN MYLINE. 
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Phone 021 417 1142
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trinity.maholela@mikatekomedia.co.za 

MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME  25 TO 31 MAY 2017

SOUTH: CAPE TOWN – SIMON’S TOWN AND CAPE FLATS

25 – 31 May 2017 Cape Town – Maitland – 
Hazendal

09:00 – 14:00 Maintenance between scheduled train service. 
Train delays of 10 to 15 minutes can be expected.       

25 – 31 May 2017 Cape Town – Woodstock 09:00 – 14:00 Maintenance between scheduled train service. 
Train delays of 10 to 15 minutes can be expected.       

25 – 31 May 2017 Cape Town – Woodstock 09:00 – 14:00 Maintenance between scheduled train service. 
Train delays of 10 to 15 minutes can be expected.       

25 – 31 May 2017 Salt River – Retreat 09:00 – 14:00 Maintenance between scheduled train service. 
Train delays of 10 to 15 minutes can be expected.      

25 – 31 May 2017 Salt River – Koeberg 09:00 – 14:00 Platform changes will be announced. Train delays of 
25 to 30 minutes can be expected.

NORTH: CAPE TOWN – MONTE VISTA – BELLVILLE – WELLINGTON – STELLENBOSCH – STRAND

25 May 2017 Avondale 08:00 – 18:00 Maintenance between scheduled train service. 
Train delays of 10 to 15 minutes can be expected.  

25 – 31 May 2017 Mutual – Elsies River 09:00 – 18:00 Platform changes will be announced. 
Train delays of 25 to 30 minutes can be expected.     

25 – 31 May 2017 Maitland – Bellville 08:00 – 14:00 Platform changes will be announced. 
Train delays of 25 to 30 minutes can be expected

CENTRAL: CAPE TOWN – KAPTEINSKLIP – KHAYELITSHA – CHRIS HANI – SAREPTA

25 – 31 May 2017 Philippi – Kapteinsklip 09:00 – 14:00 Platform changes will be announced. 
Train delays of 20 to 25 minutes can be expected.  

25 – 31 May 2017 Langa – Sarepta 09:00 – 14:00 Platform changes will be announced. 
Train delays of 20 to 25 minutes can be expected.  

25 – 31 May 2017 Maitland – Langa 09:00 – 14:00 Platform changes will be announced. 
Train delays of 20 to 25 minutes can be expected        

CUSTOMER NOTICE

FEB 2017 
Assessment of 

damage

Technicians spend three 
weeks assessing the 
damages caused during 
the incident. During 
the fi rst week, repairs 
were made to the visible 
equipment such as the 
signalling interlocking 
system in a nearby relay 
room and the actual 
level crossing. Further 
assessment of damages 
to the underground rail 
cables took an additional 
two weeks to complete.   

28 JANUARY 
Incident occurs

Extensive damage is 
caused to Metrorail's 
signalling equipment as 
a result of an incident at 
the Albertyn Road level 
crossing where a truck 
driver crashed into the 
boom gates.

FEB TO 15 MAR 2017 
Procurement process

Following its assessment 
of the extent of the 
damages, Metrorail’s 
engineering department 
submitted an emergency 
procurement application 
to its fi nance department 
to appoint a service 
provider to source 
new equipment. The 
application was approved 
by 15 March and the 
tender was awarded to a 
local supplier.

APR TO JUL 2017 
Sourcing new 

equipment

The material that 
Metrorail requires to 
repair the damage is 
imported from India and 
Germany. The supplier 
has already placed the 
order, but it will take 
fi ve months for the 
material to arrive, as it 
is transported by sea. 
Once the equipment 
arrives at customs, it 
will need to be cleared, 
which may take another 
two to three weeks.

JUL TO SEPT 2017 
Repairing damages

As soon as the 
equipment is cleared at 
customs and delivered 
to Metrorail, it will take 
technicians three months 
to repair the damaged 
signalling interlocking 
system, and fully restore 
the Albertyn Road level 
crossing.

SOUTHERN LINE 
SERVICE UPDATE: 
Albertyn Road level 
crossing repair work 
timeline

While Metrorail has deployed staff  to the Albertyn 
Road level crossing, it remains the responsibility 
of motorists to be law-abiding and observe the 
rules of the road at all times.

While we try our utmost to do maintenance during off -peak to minimise possible delays, connecting trains may be subjected to delays 
on all service lines. Your safety is our concern. We apologise for any inconvenience inadvertently caused. 

Performance refl ects week of 10 to 16 May 2017.
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