
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Sunday of advent 
Or Gaudete sunday 

December 17, 2017                                                               Volume 1, Issue #18 

Celebrants: 

Father Victor Ray 
and 

Father Martin dePorres 
 

 

On behalf of 
Father Victor and 
to all who are with 

us today, Thank 
You for being here. 

Love is present 
among us this day, 

 

Thank You! 
 

     The third Sunday of Advent is called “Gaudete Sunday.” It comes from the first word of the 

“Entrance antiphon” or “Introit” of the Mass. “Gaudete” is Latin for “rejoice,” and the text of the 

antiphon is from Philippians 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice!” It appears in a 

shorter form in today’s second reading: “Rejoice always.” More on this later. 
     Television shows have gone through many fads and phases. There was the age of quiz shows, 

the age of westerns, of variety shows, of situation comedies, of detectives, and so on. Today we 

are in the age of “reality shows.” 

     They are of two types. There are those where we simply observe people: litigants in small 

claims court (Judge Judy style), women buying a wedding dress, survivalists, home buyers, you 

name it. Others are competitions, in which each week someone wins and someone is eliminated. 

     Some of the competitions involve fashion designers. At the beginning of each episode they are 

given a challenge; they have to make a garment either using specific materials, or inspired by a 

work of art, a city, an animal, a famous person. In today’s first reading there is a text that would 

provide just such a challenge. Here it is: 

I rejoice heartily in the LORD, 

in my God is the joy of my soul; 

for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation 

and wrapped me in a mantle of justice. 

     We don’t make ourselves holy. We can’t, on our own, preserve ourselves blameless. But God, 

who is faithful, will accomplish it.  He will—he really will—clothe us with a robe of salvation. He 

really will wrap us in a mantle of justice. He really will make us rejoice heartily in him, and, as St. 

Paul says, “rejoice always!”                                                                           Fr. Victor Ray 
 

 

 

Wisdom 
From 

Father 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LET’S SAY 

A  

PRAYER FOR: 

 

  

 Tyler Luckadoo, Friend of Becky.  Prayer for Recovery and Healing. 

 Lyn Kovar.  Prayer for Healing Aura 

 Ivy Villafana.  Prayers for continued Healing and Better Health.  

 Bill Hartwig.  Prayers for continued Healing and Better Health. 

 D.A. and Dee dealing with health issues. Prayers for Healing and Better Health. 

 Birgit Wilhelm dealing with health issues.  Prayers for Healing and Better 

Health. 

 For all of our Parishioners that follow us through Electronic Media.  Prayers for 

your specific request that you have sent us. 

 For all those that need a Prayer, Raise your Right Hand Toward Heaven and 

know that the Parish of Saint Teresa of Calcutta Catholic Community is beside 

you in your Prayer.   
 

Any Prayer Request needed, Please, notify William Schwartz 

 

 
The Daily Prayer of Saint Teresa 

     Dear Jesus, help me to spread your fragrance everywhere I go. Flood my soul with your spirit 

and love. Penetrate and possess my whole being so utterly that all my life may only be a radiance 

of You.  Shine through me and be so in me that every soul I come in contact with may feel Your 

presence in my soul. Let them look up and see no longer me but only Jesus. Stay with me and then 

I shall begin to shine as you shine, so to shine as to be a light to others. Amen. 

 

CHURCH SCHEDULE 
 

• December 17th, 10:30 AM -  Third Sunday of Advent:  Gaudete Sunday 

• Monday, Dec. 18th thru Saturday, Dec. 23rd - Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession) By Appointment.  Please call the church to schedule an appointment 
with Fr. Victor, phone # 727-245-0102 or email at media.stoccc@gmail.com 

• December 24th (Christmas EVE) -  NO 10:30 AM MASS…..  6 PM - Methodist 
Service in Allendale/Main Sanctuary  
             ALL ARE WELCOME....  10:30 PM-  Music & Midnight Mass STOCCC Chapel  

• December 31st, 10:30AM - Feast of the Holy Family  

• January 7th, 10:30AM - Epiphany 
 

We hope to see you All thisHoliday Season! 
May this be a Joyous Time For All! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All of us at Saint Teresa of Calcutta Catholic Community want to take a moment to 
extend a very warm welcome to everyone who is visiting us for the first time this 

morning.  Whether you are just having a look, or are searching for a place to worship, 
we are delighted to have you here.  Enjoy the rest of your worship time with us, and 

 

May God Bless You! 
 

OTHER HAPPENINGS 
 

 

• Thank You!  We have raised an additional $140 for the AIDS Walk/Run! 

• Sunday, December 17th, Welcome Reception with our Host Allendale 
United Methodist Church right after Mass Today. 

• Sunday, December 17th, Homeless Memorial Service at Trinity Lutheran, 
St. Petersburg.  Father Victor is participating in the service.  This is also 
the day of the Celebrate Outreach Homeless Memorial Meal at 1:00 
pm. 

• December 25th, 9:00 am, Cooking for Celebrate Outreach Christmas 
Day Buffet. 

 
 

 

 

 

This Weeks 

Chuckle 

 

 

Celebrations 
 

Todd Chase  Birthday  12/17 

Florence Jean-Pierre  Birthday  12/24 

Chris Warner  Birthday  12/24 

Anne and Brian Kinney  Anniversary 

12/26 

Frank Matzelle  Birthday  1/5  

For all those Celebrations that I have missed, Forgive Me and 

I sincerely hope they were all Wonderful and Wishing You 

Many More!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Christmas Decorations 
“WHAT ARE WE DOING”?  

 “IT’S OUR CHURCH LETS DECORATE IT FOR US”! 

 

✓ IT’S YOUR TREE, BRING IN AN ORNAMENT AND 

DECORATE IT. 

✓ INSTEAD OF A DONATION FOR FLOWERS ON THE 

ALTAR, WE ARE ASKING YOU TO BRING IN A 

POINSETTA PLANT TO REMEMBER YOUR LOVED 

ONES.  YOU DECIDE WHAT BEST REPRESENTS 

YOUR LOVE ONES.  BRING THE PLANT IN 

ANYTIME BEFORE CHRISTMAS EVE.  (best deals are 

Home Depot, Lowes or Walmart)  

Pleading Reminder: 
 

      We truly appreciate the enthusiasm of the non-requested physical gifts that we 

receive for Saint Teresa of Calcutta Catholic Community.  Please remember that our 

present location is temporary and therefore storage and the ability to “HGTV” the 

space is extremely limited.   

      Preference is, if you have the urge to purchase something, stifle that urge and put 

the cost of that item into an offertory envelope.  The quicker we have our OWN 

building the faster we can truly decorate and store items.   

      I truly hope that I have not offended anybody!  We are in a transition period to a 

permanent home.  My hope is we get there as fast as we can!  



 

 

GATHERING 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 Reading 1                      ISIAH 61:1-2A, 10-11  

     

 

 The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent 
me to bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and release to the prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the LORD and a 
day of vindication by our God. 
 

     I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul; for he has clothed me 
with a robe of salvation and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, like a bridegroom adorned 
with a diadem, like a bride bedecked with her jewels.  As the earth brings forth its plants, 
and a garden makes its growth spring up, so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise 
spring up before all the nations.                                   

        Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.        THANKS BE TO GOD. 

                                              Responsorial Psalm                        LUKE 1:46-48 ,  49-50 ,  53-54  

R. My soul rejoices in my God. 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has 
looked upon his lowly servant.  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

R. My soul rejoices in my God. 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.  He has mercy on those 
who fear him in every generation. 
R. My soul rejoices in my God. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.  He has 
come to the help of his servant Israel 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy. 

R. My soul rejoices in my God. 

 
 
 
                                               Reading 2                                 1 THESALONIANS 5:16-24  

     Brothers and sisters: Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.  In all circumstances give 

thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.  Do not quench the Spirit.  Do not 

despise prophetic utterances.  Test everything; retain what is good.  Refrain from every kind 

of evil. 

     May the God of peace make you perfectly holy and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and 

body, be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The one who calls 

you is faithful, and he will also accomplish it. 

  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.          THANKS BE TO GOD. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/61:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/1:46
http://www.usccb.org/bible/1thessalonians/5:16


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    Alleluia                ISIAH 61:1 (CITED IN LK 4:18)  

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad 
tidings to the poor. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
           Gospel             JOHN 1:6-8,  19-28  

 

    
 
 
 
  A man named John was sent from God.  He came for testimony, to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. 
He was not the light, but came to testify to the light. 
 

     And this is the testimony of John.  When the Jews from Jerusalem sent 
priests and Levites to him to ask him, "Who are you?"  He admitted and did not 
deny it, but admitted, "I am not the Christ."  So they asked him, "What are you 
then? Are you Elijah?"  And he said, "I am not."  "Are you the Prophet?"  He 
answered, "No."  So they said to him, "Who are you, so we can give an answer 
to those who sent us?  What do you have to say for yourself?"  He said: "I 
am the voice of one crying out in the desert, 'make straight the way of the 
Lord,'" as Isaiah the prophet said."  Some Pharisees were also sent.   They 
asked him, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the 
Prophet?"  John answered them, "I baptize with water; but there is one among 
you whom you do not recognize, the one who is coming after me, whose sandal 
strap I am not worthy to untie."  This happened in Bethany across the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing. 

    

      This is the Gospel of the Lord.        PRAISE TO YOU LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/61:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/1:6


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

 



 POST COMMUNION SONG (IF NEEDED TO STRETCH) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Verse 3 
Glory, glory this I sing 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus 
All my praise for this I bring 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus 
  

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Birds, though you long have ceased to build, Guard the nest that must be filled. 

Even the hour when wings are frozen God for fledging time has chosen. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the bird, is on the way. 

 

4.  Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim One more light the bowl shall brim, 

Shining beyond the frosty weather, Bright as sun and moon together. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way. 

 

5.  Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth. 

Set every peak and valley humming With the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way 



 
Please join us for Fellowship  

and Coffee.  Have a Blessed Week! 
 

 

Saint Teresa of Calcutta Catholic Community 
 

  Mailing Address:                                                 Physical Address 
  P.O. Box 47921                                                   3803 Haines Road North 
  St. Petersburg, Florida 33743                          St. Petersburg, Florida  33703 
                                                Phone: 727-245-0102 

  
Website:  STOCCC.org       Youtube: Saint Teresa of Calcutta Catholic Community 

   Facebook: FACEBOOK.COM/STOCCCLOVE        Instagram: STOCCCLOVE    
Twitter: STOCCC2 

 
 

Bulletin Submissions due by Thursday at Midnight.   

Email to: media.stoccc@gmail.com or by calling Bill Schwartz at PH: 727-350-3778 

 

Noteworthy: 
 
 

➢ Please No Smoking on Allendale Campus. 

➢ Hospitality Ministry does well with food and snacks but help is needed in the 

Drinks Departments.  If you catch a good price on Soda or other Beverages, we 

sure could use some. 

➢ Anyone interested in helping out the Media Ministry with Facebook, 

Instagram, or Twitter, please contact Bill Schwartz. 

➢ Anything we can help you with, or if we need to be doing something, Please, 

speak up!! 

      
 

mailto:media.stoccc@gmail.com

