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Wisdom
From
Father
Victor Ray
The sign of God’s power is the cross. The Son of Man is lifted up so that everyone who believes in Him may have
eternal life. Jesus died for us to restore us to God’s intended place for mankind in the order of creation. At the same time,
the cross is the sign of contradiction. Christ, put to death, is in control of the universe. What appears as defeat is really
victory because the sacrifice of Christ initiates the reign of God. At his weakest, Jesus is the strongest. God is in control.
He turns defeat into victory for those with a living faith in him.
We need to recognize this in our own struggles in life. When in our weakness, we are united to Christ's cross, we are at
our strongest. We may be full of pain. Perhaps we have lost a loved one. A son, daughter, brother, sister, mother or
father, grandmother or grandfather dies. Maybe we are struck by a car and our life almost comes to an end. The grief
comes upon us in waves. One minute we are numb, the next we are beyond consolation. But through it all we do believe
in God. We call upon Him. We give Him our pain. And eventually we realize that He is carrying us through our sorrows.
Our grief has become our prayer. Through it all, we have become stronger. All because we let God take control.
Maybe, we have had a terrible disappointment. A job we thought was untouchable comes to a sudden end. The
college we had our heart set on does not accept us, or is more than our family can afford. We realize that a person we
thought was a friend was really just using us. A relationship comes to an end, a marriage, a deep relationship of love, or a
friendship we have valued over the years. Perhaps life is not turning out the way we expected. Saint Mother Theresa once
said, "If you want to give God a good laugh, tell Him your plans." It is easy to be disappointed in the world, in our lives,
and particularly in ourselves. We have a choice, though. We can wallow in our grief, or we can take a huge step of faith
and just ask God to make sense our of what appears to be nonsense. We let Him take control. And He does.
Life is too difficult to handle alone. We need help. All of us. He doesn’t want us to be in grief. He wants to heal us
with His Love. We have Him. We need to trust in Him. Through it all God will take control.
Father Victor Ray

The Daily Prayer of Saint Teresa
Dear Jesus, help me to spread your fragrance everywhere I go. Flood my soul
with your spirit and love. Penetrate and possess my whole being so utterly that
all my life may only be a radiance of You. Shine through me and be so in me
that every soul I come in contact with may feel Your presence in my soul. Let
them look up and see no longer me but only Jesus. Stay with me and then I
shall begin to shine as you shine, so to shine as to be a light to others. Amen.

Let’s
Pray
For:

Byrley, Becky
Hartwig, Bill
Kovar, Lyn
Little, Ron
Marx, D.A.
Ray, Father Victor
Retke, Wayne
Spano, Dee
Talboom, Mark
Villafana, Ivy
Wilhelm, Birgit

For all of our
Parishioners
that follow us
through
Electronic
Media. Prayers
for your specific
request that you
have sent us.

For all those that
need a Prayer,
Raise, your Right
Hand Toward
Heaven and know
that the Parish of
Saint Teresa of
Calcutta Catholic
Community is
beside you in your
Prayer.

CHURCH SCHEDULE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

March 11, Mass, Sunday, 10:30 am – Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 16, Friday, 7:00 pm – Stations of the Cross
March 18, Mass, Sunday, 10:30 am – Fifth Sunday of Lent
March 18, Sunday, After Mass – St. Patrick’s Feast
March 23, Friday, 7:00 pm – Stations of the Cross
March 25, Mass, Sunday, 10:30 am – Palm Sunday
March 28, Wednesday
March 29, Mass, Thursday, 7:00 pm – Holy Thursday with Hand Washing and
Adoration through the night
• March 30, Mass, Friday, 7:00 pm - Good Friday of the Lords Passion
• March 31, Mass, Saturday, 7:00 pm - Easter Saturday
• April 1, Mass, Sunday, 10:30 am – Easter Sunday

Easter
flowers
BRING YOUR EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS TO CHURCH.
Drop off your Easter flowers at church during Holy week, as
follows:
Wed. evening, 3/28, 6:30-7
Holy Thursday afternoon, 3/29, 1PM-4pm
Holy Thursday evening, before Mass.
Donate your favorite Easter flowers: Easter lilies, hyacinth,
daffodils, tulips, other potted spring flowers. The flowers will be
used for the Altar of Repose, beginning Holy Thursday evening,
and then on the altar for Holy Saturday and
Easter Sunday. Thank you for your generosity.

This Weeks
Chuckle

Celebrations
Jennifer and Dan Stout
Anniversary 3/13
Patrick Ellingham Birthday 3/16
Jim Villafana Birthday 3/24
Ivy and Jim Villafana
Anniversary 4/8
For all those Celebrations that I have missed, Forgive Me and I
sincerely hope they were all Wonderful and Wishing

For more detailed Church information, read the STOCCC Gazette which is found on the
Website: www.stoccc.org or the APP: Saint Teresa of Calcutta Catholic Community
MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT
3/4/18 ATTENDEES: 15
ACTUAL MONTHLY EXPENSE: $1,562.61

COLLECTIONS: $101.91
MONTHLY INCOME (PLUS/MINUS): (- $1460.70)

GATHERING

REPEAT - “FIRE OF LOVE IN OUR FLESH AND OUR BONE” AT THE END

Reading 1

2 CHRONICLES 36 :14 -16 , 19 -23

In those days, all the princes of Judah, the priests, and the people added infidelity to
infidelity, practicing all the abominations of the nations and polluting the LORD’s
temple which he had consecrated in Jerusalem.
Early and often did the LORD, the God of their fathers, send his messengers to
them, for he had compassion on his people and his dwelling place. But they mocked the
messengers of God, despised his warnings, and scoffed at his prophets, until the anger of
the LORD against his people was so inflamed that there was no remedy. Their enemies
burnt the house of God, tore down the walls of Jerusalem, set all its palaces afire, and
destroyed all its precious objects. Those who escaped the sword were carried captive to
Babylon, where they became servants of the king of the Chaldeans and his sons until the
kingdom of the Persians came to power.
All this was to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah: “Until the land has
retrieved its lost sabbaths, during all the time it lies waste it shall have rest while seventy
years are fulfilled.”
In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD
spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD inspired King Cyrus of Persia to issue this proclamation
throughout his kingdom, both by word of mouth and in writing: “Thus says Cyrus, king of
Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD, the God of heaven, has given to me, and
he has also charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever,
therefore, among you belongs to any part of his people, let him go up, and may his God be
with him!”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church
Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm

PSALM 13 7:1-2 , 3 , 4-5 , 6 .

R. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!
By the streams of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion. On the aspens of that land we
hung up our harps.
R. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!
For there our captors asked of us the lyrics of our songs, And our despoilers urged us to be joyous:
“Sing for us the songs of Zion!”
R. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!
How could we sing a song of the LORD in a foreign land? If I forget you, Jerusalem, may my right
hand be forgotten!
R. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!
May my tongue cleave to my palate if I remember you not, If I place not Jerusalem ahead of my joy.
R. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!

Reading 2

EP HESIANS 2 :4 -1 0

Brothers and sisters: God, who is rich in mercy, because of the great love he had for us, even when we
were dead in our transgressions, brought us to life with Christ — by grace you have been saved
— raised us up with him, and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to
come He might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God; it is not from
works, so no one may boast. For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that
God has prepared in advance, that we should live in them.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church
Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation

JOHN 3:16

R. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might have
eternal life.
R. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory

Gospel

JOHN 3:14 -21

Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.”
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. Whoever
believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already been
condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
And this is the verdict, that the light came into the world, but people preferred darkness to
light, because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light
and does not come toward the light, so that his works might not be exposed. But whoever
lives the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God.

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
Thanks be to God

OFFERTORY

COMMUNION

POST COMMUNION SONG (IF NEEDED TO STRETCH)

SANCTUARY
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary. Pure and holy, tried and true
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living. Sanctuary for You
It is you, Lord. Who came to save
The heart and soul. Of every man
It is you Lord. Who knows my weakness
Who gives me strength. With thine own hand
Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary. Pure and Holy, tried and true
With thanksgiving I'll be a living. Sanctuary for you
Lead Me on Lord. From temptation
And Purify me. From within
Fill my heart Lord. With Your holy spirit
And Take away, Take away all my sin
Lord prepare me to be sanctuary. Pure and holy, tried and true
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living. Sanctuary for You

Lord prepare me to be sanctuary. Pure and holy, tried and true
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living. Sanctuary for You

Sanctuary for You
Sanctuary for You

SENDING

REPEAT

REPEAT

REPEAT

REPEAT

Please join us for Fellowship
and Coffee. Have a Blessed Week!

Bulletin Submissions due by Thursday at Midnight.
Email to: media.stoccc@gmail.com or by calling Bill Schwartz at PH: 727-350-3778

