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HERE COMES KINDERGARTEN 
made possible by the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation Donor Advised Fund 

at the Central Carolina Community Foundation 

Parents and Caregivers 
monthly family literacy sessions | healthy dinners | parent incentives 

parent partners | children’s books | school readiness toolkits 

Preschool Teachers 
 weekly classroom visits | ten week challenges | training materials  

school readiness workshop | continuing education credit  

Richland Library Staff 
training materials | tips and resource sharing | parent handouts  

comprehensive program evaluation 
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So long, drive-by storytimes...  

Hello, focus and impact! 

Here Comes Kindergarten represents a fundamental shift in the way 

Richland Library approaches community outreach: Instead of working 

to maximize the number of people we serve throughout the county, 

we’re now focusing our resources on those who need us most. 

 

Two communities in Richland County are in great need, and Here 

Comes Kindergarten gives parents, caregivers and preschool teachers 

in these areas the skills and tools they need to get their children ready 

to succeed in school: 

 

 Eastover 

 Rural community 

 Average annual income of $20,114 

 96.5% of children live below the poverty level 

 

 Eau Claire 

 Urban community 

 45% of households generate an annual income less than $25,000 

 47.7% of children live below the poverty level 
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Is it working?  

YES, it is! 

 Fifty-nine families (nearly 175 people of all ages -- from infants to 

grandparents) have attended at least one family literacy session. This 

is almost double the number of people we originally hoped to serve. 

 

 More than 50% of participating families have attended at least five out 

of seven family literacy sessions. 

 

 Parent partners have been active and engaged with the recruiting 

and retention process. 

 

 100% of preschool teachers reported learning new ways to read, sing, 

talk, play and write with their children. 

 

 Library staff members have reported that the school readiness training 

and materials have helped them feel more confident when sharing 

tips and resources with parents and caregivers. 

 

 Physical space for the family literacy sessions is currently our greatest 

challenge. Turnout has been so strong that it gets hard to squeeze 

everyone into the room! 
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Parents and 

Caregivers 
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Monthly Family Literacy Sessions 

Eastover 

5:30pm, Mondays, October 1, November 5, December 3, January 7, 

February 4, March 4, April 8 

Richland County Recreation Commission’s Eastover Park 

(Richland Library Eastover is currently closed for a major expansion) 
 

Eau Claire 

5:30pm, Thursdays, October 4, November 1, December 6, January 3, 

February 7, March 7, April 4 

Richland Library North Main 
 

Sessions include: 

 A healthy dinner (Subway sandwich platters, baked chips, fresh fruit, 

100% juice and bottled water) 

 Stories, songs, fingerplays and early literacy tips for parents 

 Parent incentives ($5 grocery store gift cards; $65 grocery store gift 

card for parents who attend at least five sessions) 

 Community members serving as parent partners (incentivized by $600 

gift card stipends) who assist with recruitment and retention of fami-

lies as well as program delivery  

 Children’s books, handouts and school readiness toolkit materials 
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Family Literacy  

Themes and Materials  
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Family 
 

 

storage bin | tote bag | family photo album 

crayons | scissors | construction paper | glue sticks 

board book | Please, Baby Please  

hardback book | All the World 
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Bedtime 
 

 

chalkboard / whiteboard | chalk | dry-erase markers 

eraser | International Lullabies cd 

board book | Goodnight Moon  

hardback book | Llama, Llama Red Pajama 
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Games 
 

 

egg shakers | career hats 

Eric Carle’s My Very First Library 

board book | Dear Zoo  

hardback book | Where’s Walrus 
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Letters 
 

 

bath letters | bath numbers | colorful yarn  

play dough 

board book | Chicka Chicka Boom Boom  

hardback book | Eating the Alphabet 
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Colors 
 

 

markers | paintbrushes | color scarves 

board book | Mouse Paint 

hardback book | Pete the Cat 
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Numbers 
 

 

sorting blocks | counting bears 

board book | Doggies 

hardback book | I Spy Under Water 
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Animals 
 

 

animal puppet | zoo animals | puzzle 

board book | Polar Bear, Polar Bear 

hardback book | Life-Size Farm 
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Family Literacy 

Handouts 
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The Power of Family and Talking 

Tasks that children can do on their own help build 

their self-esteem (clap and give them praise).  

Make cleaning up fun by singing a song or turning 

on music.  Putting everything away in the tub will 

grow confidence and everyday ease! 

Scribble, cut and glue towards writing.  It takes skill and 

coordination to make letters, making random marks on 

paper is the first step!  Talk about what you write and ask 

your child about their drawings.  You are making the 

connection between writing and speech!  

Having a special place for books shows that they are important.  

Show your enthusiasm for reading and your child will want to read! 

 

Make talking cards by gluing pictures of you and your child’s favorite things from 

magazines onto construction paper.  Stuck in line at the grocery store? Pull out the 

cards and talk about trains, shoes, the Gamecocks and more! 
 

Create “All about Us” books by gluing photos of family onto construction paper.  

Looking at familiar people and things is comforting to children. 
 

Make stuff! The stuff may look like a mess but your child is building skills and making 

connections.  That clump of glue and paper may be the start of an                       

engineer’s career!   

FUN! 
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Welcome Song 
Call: Funga alafia | Response: Ah-shay, ah-shay 

 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

 

The Itsy Bitsy Spider climbed up the water spout. 

Down came the rain and washed the spider out. 

Out came the sun and dried up all the rain. 

The Itsy Bitsy Spider went up the spout again! 

Little Boy Blue come blow your horn, 

The sheep's in the meadow.  The cow's in the corn. 

But, where's the boy who looks after the sheep? 

Under the haystack fast asleep.   

Clean up, clean up. Everybody, let's clean up.  

Clean up, clean up. Put your things away. 

By doing small activities here and there through out the day you will create every-

day ease.   

Not everyday is easy.  On those days, take it easy, follow the fun and remember 

that you are doing great! 

You are the most important person in the world to your child, so don’t forget to take 

care of yourself!   
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Sleep, Routine and Song 

Who knew that saying goodnight to socks and mittens 

could be so powerful? The little bunny in this book goes 

to sleep after saying goodnight to all the things around 

him. This was published 65 years ago, but it’s still popu-

lar. Why? The comfort of the familiar and routine. 

Songs are an important part of routine. Sing the Clean 

Up song, and children know it’s time to clean up. Use 

songs or rhymes to begin the day, throughout the day, 

and to end the day. 

Songs soothe! Many a melt-down 

has been turned around by singing 

a song. Your singing ability doesn’t 

matter one bit. Just sing, sing a 

song! 

 

Songs get children to listen 

Songs help with memory 

Songs increase general knowledge 

Songs strengthen individual sounds 

Other benefits of song: 
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Studies show that children who get more sleep have higher IQs. 

Use stories to talk about bedtime. Children who can talk about their feelings  

are less likely to act out.  

“Mama Llama’s always near even if she’s not right here.” - Ann Dewdney 

A good night’s sleep: 

Positively affects brain development 

Gives children longer attention spans 

Helps children be more sociable and less demanding 

Create a bedtime routine. Children do better when they know what to expect. Set 

a time and stick to it. Post your bedtime routine. Your child can even help write (or 

scribble!) the words. Children who feel like they are helping to decide on their rou-

tine are more likely to follow it. 

Drawing and scribbling helps children build coordination in 

their hands. They will need all those fine motor skills to tie 

shoes, zip coats and -- most importantly -- write letters! 

Make the reading and writing connection by talking to chil-

dren about what you write and what they write, draw and 

scribble. 

Set a nightly routine with music. It is relaxing and can help 

your child fall asleep. 
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Welcome Song 
Call: Funga alafia | Response: Ah-shay, ah-shay 

 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

 

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star. How I wonder what you are. 

Up above the world so high, like a diamond in the sky. 

Twinkle, twinkle, little star. How I wonder what you are! 

Davy, Davy Dumpling,  

boil him in a pot. 

Sugar him and butter him,  

And eat him while he’s hot! 

Where Do You Start Your Letters? At the top! 

(to the tune of If You’re Happy and You Know It) 

Where do you start your letters? At the top! 

Where do you start your letters? At the top! 

If you want to write a letter, 

Then you better, better better 

Remember to start your letters at the top. 

At the top! 

Set a routine and use songs and rhymes to keep it. 

Enough sleep makes a big difference in how well the next day will go. 

Every day is different. On the days that fall apart, follow the fun and celebrate the 

successes no matter how small. 

YOU are the most important person in the world to your child, so don’t forget to 

take care of yourself! 
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Games, Play and Imagination 

Learning through play is relaxed, fun and creative.  

Scientific studies of the brain suggest that a child’s 

natural approach to learning is through play. 

Imagination helps children with problem-solving and 

learning. You can nurture your child’s imagination by 

playing games. 

Sharing Where’s Walrus with your child will spark their 

imagination. Follow along as Walrus tries to outsmart 

the zookeeper in this playful story! 

Play helps children think symbolically and develop oral language skills by helping 

practice putting thoughts into words.  

Following directions 

Taking turns 

Showing appreciation to others 

Play helps children learn about... 
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Play together! 

Playing with other children at a young age will help your child learn important            

social and emotional skills. Experience the fun of taking turns and sharing and                 

passing a ball 

Help develop your child’s imagination by having them 

make up their own endings to stories.  

Creative thinking is part of being ready to learn! 

Help your child enjoy books by having them participate.  

Ask them to join in saying a repeated phrase or                      

point to the pictures. 

Small percussion instruments like shakers help children with 

muscular development and coordination. 

Have your child act out stories. Dramatic play allows chil-

dren to experience stories in an immediate way. 
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Welcome Song 
Call: Funga alafia | Response: Ah-shay, ah-shay 

 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

 

Hokey Pokey 

You put your hand in. 

You take your hand out. 

You put your hand in,  

and then you shake it all about. 

You do the hokey pokey,  

and you turn yourself around. 

That’s what it’s all about. 

 

Repeat with other verses -- foot, 

head, etc., ending with whole self 

A Walking We Will Go 

to the tune of Farmer in the Dell 

A walking we will go. 

A walking we will go. 

We’ll walk and walk,  

and then we’ll STOP! 

A walking we will go. 

 

Have children stand in a circle and 

walk around until they hear the word 

STOP. Increase the fun by varying the 

pace and using other movements. 
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Letters and Writing 

Try singing the letters to the alphabet to a different 

tune. This will help children hear letters more clearly 

as they are learning individual letter sounds, rather 

than simply learning the alphabet song. 

Did you know? 

 Four year old children give 95% of their attention 

to pictures without your guidance? 

Occasionally, run your finger under the printed 

words as you read to help your child notice the 

text as well as  the pictures. 

Encourage your child’s scribbling by giving them the tools they need -- crayons, pa-

per and markers. Scribbling and drawing are the beginning steps of writing. 

Help children identify the shapes you see around you. 

Circles and triangles are often parts of letters. Recog-

nizing shapes will later help children recognize letters. 
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Children hear letter sounds most easily at the                   

beginning of words. 

Use tongue twisters to help your child recognize begin-

ning sounds in a fun way and to develop                               

phonological awareness. 

Use bath letters to create fun learning opportunities                       

in your child’s daily routine. 

Use  yarn to create letters to help children begin to recog-

nize letter shapes. Children thrive on your encouragement, 

so give them positive reinforcement as they learn. 

Coordinating small muscles in hands and fingers helps chil-

dren hold things as they learn to use scissors and tie their 

shoes. Development of fine motor skills helps children                   

prepare to write. 
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Welcome Song 
Call: Funga alafia | Response: Ah-shay, ah-shay 

 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

 

Bingo 

There was a farmer 

had a dog,  

and Bingo was his name-oh! 

B-I-N-G-O, 

B-I-N-G-O, 

B-I-N-G-O,  

and Bingo was his name-oh! 

Two Little Fish 

Two little fish,  

swimming in a tank, 

one named Betty, and  

one named Frank. 

Swim away, Betty. 

Swim away, Frank. 

Swim back, Betty. 

Swim back, Frank. 

Swim, swim, swim. 

SPLASH! 

Rhymes and books often have a few 

words that you wouldn’t use in your 

everyday conversations. 

Explain those unfamiliar words to         

expand your child’s vocabulary. 
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A Colorful World 

Talk about colors while you read. You can teach 

them not only the names of the colors, but talk 

about brightness, clarity and different shades of the 

same color. 

 As you talk about pictures and colors in books, 

give your child a chance to babble and talk with 

you about what they see. 

This will help with development of their              

narrative skills. 

Children enjoy art that uses a variety of ap-

proaches to colors, shapes and patterns. 

You can have fun comparing similarities 

and differences to help develop your 

child’s love of art. 
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Look at, talk about and enjoy the illustrations in 

picture books. “Reading” the pictures develops 

important early literacy skills and an apprecia-

tion for the visual arts. 

 Use markers and paintbrushes for creating “watercolors” with your child. Talk about 

how different colors look on the page. 

Pretend the scarves are leaves falling down 

from the trees. Or laundry falling down from 

the clothesline.  

Play helps build imagination! 
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Welcome Song 
Call: Funga alafia | Response: Ah-shay, ah-shay 

 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

 

Colors 

to the tune of Head,  

Shoulders, Knees and Toes 

Red, yellow, green and blue 

Green and blue 

Red, yellow, green and blue 

Green and blue 

Orange, purple, brown, too 

Red, yellow, green and blue 

Green and blue! 

Little Nanny Etticoat 

in a white petticoat,  

and a red nose. 

The longer she stands,  

the shorter she grows. 

The world is a colorful place! Point it out, talk about it, sing about it and laugh about 

it. A blue horse? That’s silly of course! 

Children may be able to identify some colors as early as two. Typically, children 

know their colors at four. Everyone has their own timeline. Have fun and remember 

interest is an important skill for children to develop. 

Not every day is easy. Keep up the fun and celebrate all that you do. 

You are the most important person in the world to your child, so                                            

take care of yourself! 
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Fun with Numbers 

Imitation is the highest form of flattery! 

Although babies will not understand number 

words and concepts, rhymes with numbers             

prepare them for counting by imitation. 

 Children will enjoy counting sea animals in this  

interactive I Spy story. 

Have your child point to the animals as they 

count them to further their fun and interaction. 

Singing and reading about the order in 

which things take place helps children learn 

about sequencing. Incorporate this into 

your daily routine to develop this                     

mathematical skill. 
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This fun book requires noise and counting! 

Bark along with these furry friends and encourage your 

child to count with you as you read the story. 

Teach your child the concept of measuring by letting them 

help you in everyday situations. Have them assist while you 

cook, or ask them whether objects would fit into different 

sized spaces. This will be a skill your child will need                     

when starting school. 

Use the cubes and bears to sort by color, learn to count and make patterns. 
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Welcome Song 
Call: Funga alafia | Response: Ah-shay, ah-shay 

 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

 

Zoom, Zoom, Zoom 

Zoom, zoom, zoom 

We’re going to the moon. 

Zoom, zoom, zoom 

We’re leaving very soon. 

If you want to take a trip,  

step inside my rocket ship. 

Zoom, zoom, zoom 

Two Little Blackbirds 

Two little blackbirds 

sitting on a hill,  

one named Jack  

and one named Jill. 

Fly away, Jack. 

Fly away, Jill. 

Come back, Jack. 

Come back, Jill. 

Remember to encourage your child as 

they begin to count. Count aloud with 

them and give them a chance to tell 

you what number comes next.  

Sing their praises as they learn! 
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Animals All Around 

Children are able to absorb a surprising amount of 

information about topics that interest them.  

Whether it’s animals, dinosaurs or trains, take ad-

vantage of their eagerness to learn and support 

their love of learning! 

 Living up to the title, this fun book shows children 

life-size photos of their favorite animals.  

Use this book to teach children about size and 

scale. 

Learning is easy and fun when children are 

learning about things relevant to them. 

Use picture books on those topics to help 

expand your child’s knowledge of the 

world we live in. 
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This book will not only teach about animals and 

rhyming, but will also help children learn about      

animal sounds. 

The fun illustrations are an added bonus! 

 Hand puppets and animal figures are great for 

storytelling and imaginative play! 

Naming and categorizing is fun for children of all 

ages, so use these tools to encourage those skills. 

Be sure to read not only fiction books, but 

also factual books to young children. 

Find out their interests and encourage their 

curiosity. Non-fiction books can also intro-

duce children to new vocabulary. 
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Welcome Song 
Call: Funga alafia | Response: Ah-shay, ah-shay 

 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay.  

Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. Funga alafia. Ah-shay, ah-shay. 

 

Eensy, Weensy Spider 

The eensy weensy spider 

went up the water spout. 

Down came the rain 

and washed the spider out. 

Up came the sun 

and dried up all the rain,  

and the eensy weensy spider 

went up the spout again. 

Pitter Patter 

Pitter patter, pitter patter 

Listen to the rain. 

Pitter patter, pitter patter 

On my windowpane. 

Dropping, dropping 

Dropping, dropping 

Dropping to the ground. 

Dropping, dropping 

Dropping, dropping 

Hear its pretty sound. 
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Preschool 

Teachers 
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Weekly Visits with  

Ten Week Challenges 

Four childcare centers -- two in each target community -- receive 

weekly visits from Outreach Librarian, Laura Kennett. 

 

Through stories, songs and fingerplays, she models ways for preschool 

teachers to build their children’s early literacy and school readiness 

skills. Laura creates sets of “challenges” every ten weeks that provide 

teachers with easy and creative ways to incorporate more reading, 

singing, talking, playing and writing into their classroom activities. 

 

Challenge themes include: 

 Movement 

 Counting 

 First / Next / Last 

 Illustrations 

 Non-Fiction 

 

 Imagination 

 Bedtime 

 Feelings 

 Letters 

 Music 

The challenges are posted on our website so that parents and caregiv-

ers throughout Richland County have access to them. 
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Ten Week 

Challenges 
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Tip: 20% of children are overweight.  

Share action rhymes.  Get children 

moving and following directions by 

using the words stop and go, and fast 

and slow.   

GUIDED ACTION EVERY DAY 

MOVEMENT 

Read:  Use your books to get children moving.   

Pull out your song and action stories such as  

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, From Head to Toe 

and If You’re Happy and You Know It.   

Sing: Get moving with action rhymes.   

March to the rhyme London Bridges.  London 

Bridge is falling down, falling down, falling down.  

London Bridge is falling down, my fair lady.   

 

Talk:  Ask children questions about things that 

go.  

What are some things that are fast?  What are 

some things that are slow?  Have children act 

out their answers.   

Play:  Use the words stop and go to create 

movement and fun.   

Children can pretend to be animals, leaves, 

buses or anything else that goes.   

Write:  Stand up and sky-write letters.   

Crossing the body line and moving builds coor-

dination and develops the mind.   

CHALLENGE OF THE WEEK 

Action!  Get your children moving with stretches and action rhymes! 



 41 

 

Tip: Share numbers every day in 

different ways  to help children 

grasp the complex concept of 

measurement.  It is never too 

early to start.   

NUMBERS EVERY DAY  

COUNTING  

Read:  Share your counting stories over and 

over.  Give your children time to look at, point 

and count the objects in books.   

Favorites: Pete the Cat and His Four Groovy But-

tons and Ten Little Caterpillars. 

Sing:  Use songs that utilize counting: Once I 

Caught a Fish Alive and Five Little Monkeys.  

Songs help children with memorization.  Zoom, 

zoom, zoom, 

We’re going to the moon. 

5,4,3,2,1 … Blastoff!  

Talk:  Use toys and questions to grow math skills.  

What color blocks do you see?  How many red 

blocks are there?   

Answer for children that are still learning after  a 

pause.   

Play:  Add counting into play.  Count off how 

many imaginary or real things go in the pot 

while pretending to cook.  Do a countdown be-

fore children race their cars or each other.  

Count how many blocks can be stacked before 

they fall.  

Write:  Have children draw ten rabbits or ten of 

anything.  Label the drawings with the word for 

each number and the numerical symbol.  

CHALLENGE OF THE WEEK 

Count!  Practice counting with real objects.  Count up and down! 
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Tip: Using words like first, next and 

last help children understand the 

order in which things take place.  

Seeing the steps involved in a story, 

a recipe or the day, develops  the 

important math concept of 

sequencing.  

ORDER OF EVENTS  

SEQUENCING 

Read: Use books to teach children about se-

quencing.  Books about games, routine and rec-

ipes emphasize the order in which things hap-

pen.  Try the featured books, as well as The Nap-

ping House and Bee-Bim Bop.   

Sing: Share songs that are about order.   

Mix a pancake, stir a pancake, 

Pop it in the pan.  

Fry a pancake, toss a pancake, 

Catch it if you can. 

Talk:  Ask children to talk about the order of their 

day.  What is the first thing you do? What is the 

last thing you do?  Make connections with the 

books you share.  What was the first thing that 

happened in Hide and Seek? 

Play:  Act out stories and songs..  Acting and re-

telling stories helps children learn the concept of 

beginning, middle and end.   

Try an old favorite, There Was an Old Lady Who 

Swallowed a Fly.   

Write:  Have your children tell you a story.  Write 

it down as they tell it and then read it back.   

Connections between speech and the written 

word are being made.  

CHALLENGE OF THE WEEK 

Have your children retell a story by putting events in order.   

First. Next. Last.   
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Tip: Looking at and talking about 

the illustrations in picture books 

builds important visual and 

literacy skills.  You are also 

building appreciation for art 

which adds interest to learning.   

IMAGINATION AND UNDERSTANDING 

ART 

Read:  Share the featured books to emphasize 

the many different ways things can be ex-

pressed visually.  Read some of your favorite 

stories. Then spend time going back through 

them to talk about the pictures.  

Sing:  Use the color song to help children re-

member the names of colors.   

Red, yellow, green and blue (repeat x 3). Or-

ange, purple, brown too.  Red, yellow, green 

and blue!  (to the tune of Head, Shoulders, 

Knees and Toes)  

Talk:  Give children a chance to babble and 

talk with you about what they see.  This helps 

with language development.   

Use a variety of words while talking about the 

pictures: sharp, round, blurry, sad and fun.  

Play:  Enjoy and create art through different ap-

proaches to colors, shapes and patterns.  Make 

a mouse using collage, paint, stencils and the 

iPad.  Have fun comparing similarities and differ-

ences.   

Write:  Scribble and draw everyday to build the 

hand coordination needed for writing.  Make 

connections to writing by labeling those beauti-

ful pictures!   

CHALLENGE OF THE WEEK 

Spend time at the end of each storytime to go back through the illustrations of one of the 

books you shared.  Talk about size, colors, mood and brightness.   
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Tip: Talk about things your 

children are interested in and 

make connections.  Children 

have an amazing capacity for 

learning about what they like 

from dinosaurs to new 

languages.   

FACTS ABOUT THINGS NEAR AND FAR 

INFORMATION 

Read:  Share stories that emphasize information 

about the world.  Reading non-fiction books 

about the common and uncommon expands 

on knowledge and vocabulary. Bananas to 

Bangladesh—your children can connect to it all.    

Sing: Use songs about weather and animals to 

introduce scientific concepts.  

I hear thunder; I hear thunder. Hark, don’t you?  

Hark, don’t you?  Pitter-patter raindrops; Pitter-

patter raindrops.  I’m wet through, I’m wet 

through.   

Talk:  Ask children about things they have an in-

terest in.  Build on that knowledge through con-

versation.  Discover answers together by looking 

them up or asking the library!   

Play:  Have children play at what fascinates 

them.  Do they love stories about food?  Have 

them play at shopping and cooking.  Do they 

love facts about animals?  Have them pretend 

to be a big elephant or a small snail.   

Write:  Write down new words learned from the 

books you share.  Let children write/scribble/

draw the words.  Keep the list to three words at 

a time.  Children tend to learn best through fo-

cus and repetition.   

CHALLENGE OF THE WEEK 

Just the facts.  Share three non-fiction books this week.   
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Tip: A big imagination helps with 

problem solving and learning.  

Nurture dreams and knowledge 

through games, dramatic play 

and storytelling.   

DREAM A BRIGHTER FUTUER 

IMAGINE 

Read:  Use your books to get children dreaming 

and playing.   

Share the featured books as well as some favor-

ites: Not a Box, Where the Wild Things Are and 

Lola Loves Stories. 

Sing: Mix-up the songs you sing.  Ask children to 

create new lyrics to favorites your share regular-

ly. 

The tigers on the bus go roar, roar, roar!  

Five little cookies sitting in a jar. 

The dish ran away with the fork.   

Talk:  Ask your children about their dreams.  

What would you do if you could do anything?  

Where would you go if you could go anywhere?  

Imagination is very empowering.  It can turn a 

sad day into a joyful one.   

Play:  Pretend to talk on the phone, run a restau-

rant, fly a spaceship and anything else your chil-

dren have an interest in.  Dramatic play helps 

children practice real-life skills and gets them 

talking and telling stories.   

Write: Use the iPad or paper to draw, take turns 

and label.  What did you make?  An elephant.  

Great, E-l-e-p-h-a-n-t.  You may not see an ele-

phant, but that does not stop children from im-

agining it and making it.     

CHALLENGE OF THE WEEK 

What can you imagine?  Each day this week ask “What if…?” about a story or 

song you share regularly.   
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Tip: Share the following about 

sleep with your families.  It 

positively effects brain 

development.  Gives children 

longer attention spans.  Helps 

children be more sociable and 

less demanding.   

CHILDREN WITH HIGHER IQS GET MORE SLEEP 

SLEEP 

Read:  Use stories to talk about bedtime. Chil-

dren that share their feelings are less likely to act 

out.  Share new titles and ones you have shared 

before: How Do Dinosaurs Say Goodnight?, 

Goodnight Moon and Llama Llama Red Pajama.                                                       

Sing: Share a song or rhyme every day before 

naptime to help establish routine.  

Wee Willie Winkie runs through town, upstairs 

and downstairs, in his nightgown; Rapping at the 

window, crying through the lock, “Are the chil-

dren in their beds?  Now it’s eight o’clock.” 

Talk:  Ask children questions about characters in 

the books you share.  Relate the characters to 

your children’s lives.  What did the wolf like?  A 

lullaby.  What is your favorite lullaby?  Twinkle 

Twinkle Little Star.  Let’s sing it right now.   

Play:  Practice a bedtime routine by pretending 

to pick-out pajamas, wash faces, brush teeth 

and pick out stories to read.  Have children pre-

tend to put their toys to bed.  All that play leads 

to an easier end of the day.   

Write:  Children do better when they know what 

to expect.  Write down a guide to naptime with 

your children and post it.   

CHALLENGE OF THE WEEK 

Share  a story about bedtime each day this week.   
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Tip:  Keep storytime fun.  If the fun 

starts to fade do some songs and 

move on to another activity.  

Children want to repeat what makes 

them happy.  All the joy you bring to 

sharing books is creating lifelong 

learners  and readers.  

POSITIVE  EXPERIENCE  

LOVE AND COMFORT 

Read:  Share the love by reading about it.  Not 

everyone gets to hear that they are loved eve-

ryday, but they should.  Some good love stories 

to read are Homemade Love, Sleepytime 

Rhyme and I Like Myself.   

Sing: Use songs and rhymes that offer love and 

comfort throughout the day.  

Wash the dishes, Wipe the dishes, Ring the bell 

for tea.  

Three good wishes, Three good kisses, I will give 

to thee.  

Talk: Ask questions and use books to help chil-

dren discuss feelings.  It is easier to let sadness, 

fear  or anger pass when they can be expressed 

verbally.  An example of expression over fear is 

Go Away Big Green Monster. 

Play:  Act out feelings.  Move from sadness to 

anger to joy.  What does that feel like?  What 

does that look like?  Use dramatic play to prac-

tice using words instead of negative actions.   

Write:  Pick three positive words, for example: 

LOVE, JOY and HAPPY.  Write them in 3 inch up-

per case letters.  Have your children trace the 

words with their fingers.     

CHALLENGE OF THE WEEK 

Talk about feelings every day this week, theirs and yours.   
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Tip:  When learning to write it is 

easiest to start with capital letters. 

Write children’s first names out in 

capital letters that are at least three 

inches tall. Then have your children 

trace them with their fingers. This 

will build hand coordination and 

letter awareness. 

RECOGNIZING LETTERS ALL AROUND 

ABC 

Read:  Share your new alphabet books, The 

ABCers, An Annoying ABC, and Museum ABC. 

Pull out other favorite ABC books and look up 

letters out of order. What does L stand for in Lois 

Ehlert’s Eating the Alphabet?  

Sing: Use Bingo to sing and spell names.  

There is a child that I know best and Laura is her 

name, oh! L-A-U-R-A! L-A-U-R-A! L-A-U-R-A! And 

Laura is her name, oh! 

Talk: Ask open-ended questions about letters. 

What begins with A? Who has A in their name? 

Preschool children will start to recognize and 

identify with all the letters in their first name. 

Play:  Create letters from string, play dough and 

sticks. Talk about letters while children are play-

ing. What are you cooking? What letter does 

that start with? 

Write:  Spend time each day scribbling, drawing 

and writing. Where do your letters start? At the 

top!  

CHALLENGE OF THE WEEK 

Mix up the ABCs! Play with your letters out of order! 
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Tip:  Music works wonders for 

growing brains. Songs build 

listening skills, increase general 

knowledge, and help children 

learn the rhythm of language and 

hear the individual sounds that 

make up words.        

MUSIC IS MAGICAL! 

MUSIC 

Read:  Use stories to explore songs, sounds, instru-

ments, and rhymes.  Share the featured books and 

ones you have shared before: Jazz Baby by Lisa 

Wheeler, There Was a Tree by Rachel Isadora, and 

Pete the Cat: Rocking in My School Shoes  by Eric 

Litwin.                                                         

Sing: Practice hearing the difference between loud 

and soft with Jack-in-the-Box: 

Jack-in-the-box, still as a mouse, deep down inside 

your little dark house, Jack-in-the-box, quiet and 

still, will you come out? “Yes, I will!” 

Begin standing, crouch lower and lower and get 

softer and softer and then pop up loudly on “Yes, I 

will!” 

Talk:  Play with rhyming. Try to speak in rhymes; point 

out words that rhyme and make up a silly song using 

them.  Hearing rhymes helps to trigger speech and 

builds a strong foundation for reading.  

Play: Listen to instrumental music and act out a story 

based on the sounds you hear.  Improvise instru-

ments out of household items—use pots and pans 

for drums and fill a jar with dry beans to make ma-

racas.  

Write:  Play a variety of different types of music and 

have children draw and scribble as they listen.  They 

can express the way the music makes them feel, 

imagine a story the music is telling, or pretend to 

write out notes and rhythms.  Doodles and scribbles 

are the first step towards writing!   

CHALLENGE OF THE WEEK 

Learn three new songs and share them each day.   
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The Library Was Here 

To keep parents in the loop, Laura leaves The Library Was Here flyers for 

each child to take home after her weekly visit. This enables parents to 

talk with their children about the activities they’ve done that day and 

promotes a positive connection with the library. 

 

Here is a sample flyer: 

 

           

London Bridges is falling 

down, falling down, fall-

ing down. London Bridges 

is falling down, my fair 

lady. 

Dancing Feet 

By Lindsey Craig 

 We sang  
London Bridges  

Tip: 20% of children are overweight.  Get your 

child moving and following directions by using 

the words stop and go, and fast and slow.  

Children can pretend to be animals, leaves, 

buses or anything else that goes.   

This week’s story time  

focused on  

Movement 
Today we read 
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School Readiness Workshop 

Participating preschool teachers are invited to attend a free school 

readiness workshop that provides continuing education credit through 

South Carolina’s Department of Social Services. 

 

Each participating childcare center receives the second edition of the 

American Library Association’s Every Child Ready to Read as well as 

their Early Literacy Kit handbook and tip cards. 
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Workshop Resources 
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Training Outline Format 

I. Title of Training 
Here Comes Kindergarten: Talk, Sing, Read, Write and Play 

II. Topic Area of 
Training    Curriculum  

Growth & 

Development 
 

Professional 

Development 
 

Health & Safe-
ty 

 Special Needs 

  

   Nutrition  
Program 

Administration 
   Child Guidance 

Content must match topic area and only one 
topic area can be chosen for each outline 
submitted. Topic area descriptions are on the 
www.sc-ccccd.net under “Training System”. 

III. Clock hours of 
training 1 (example: 2.0 hours) Max. 6.0 hours, Min. 1.0 hour 

IV. Learning Objec-
tives 

What participants will know or be able to do as a result of your training session. Typically, 1-2 objec-
tives are needed for each hour of training. 

  Participants will be able  to: 

List the constrained and unconstrained skills children need in order to become successful readers 

Engage the children they serve in positive language and literacy experiences 

Discuss with parents simple techniques that get children ready for school 

V. Content & Instruc-
tional Plan Describe the main points for each objective. Please use complete sentences. 

Include all of the ways you will deliver the content including activities and reviews and the amounts 
of time for each. The total should equal the number of hours requested excluding breaks/meals. 

  

See  Sample Outline 
Format 

  

  

Example: 

15 min: Opening ac-
tivity using a walk-
about that poses 
questions on health 
and safety topics. 

Questions include: 

How do you maintain 
safety in the class-
room? 

  

  

  

Participating centers will receive ALA's Every Child Read to Read notebook that outlines the importance of talk-
ing, singing, reading, writing and playing.  Individual participants will receive folders that focus on the above 
mentioned five practices, their importance and how to use them throughout the day. 

  

The five practices of talking, singing, reading, writing and playing will be tied to the constrained and uncon-
strained skills children need to develop to become readers.  This will be explored through an icebreaker, lecture 
and activities. 

  

5 mins:  Welcome and participants pick up materials.  Introduction of the American Library Association’s Every 
Child Read to Read and how it relates to the classroom. 

  

Icebreaker:   Each participant will have a question and an answer to another question that relates to early litera-
cy skills.  The participants will find the person with the answer to their question.  Then everyone will share with 
their table something new that they learned or felt was important. 

  

 

http://www.sc-ccccd.net/
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Training Outline Format 

  

 

  

20 mins:  Overview of the skills that children need to become successful readers and how they relate to the five 

practices of talking, singing, reading, writing and playing.  Discussion of how some skills are constrained such as 

learning the alphabet and some skills such as general knowledge and vocabulary are unconstrained.  Constrained 

skills are necessary for early success in reading and unconstrained skills lead to long term success, and the five 

practices develop both. 

  

25 mins:  Participants will practice all five skills using the book, The Three Little Kittens.  They will sing, “This is 

the way we wash our mittens” to the tune of “Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush.”  Share the book by dis-

cussing the pictures. Read the book and stop at predictable words to invite participation.  Ask open ended ques-

tions about the story.  Draw a picture about the story and label it.  Share the story again using simple props and 

flannel pieces. 

  

5 mins:  Share closing remarks with the group and time for questions and evaluations. 

  

VI. Materials Needed 
List the materials you will need to use during the training including handout titles. 

  ALA's Every Child Read to Read Notebook for each center that is participating. 

Folder for all participants containing information and activities on the five practices that get children ready for 

school. 

Sing, Read, Talk, Play and Write boxes that contain a book and an activity. Evaluations. 

  

VII. Training Re-

sources & Refer-

ences 

List the resources used to develop your training. For example, books, websites, titles of articles, etc. 

  ALSC/PLA, divisions of the American Library Association. Every Child Ready to Read, 2nd Edition.  Chicago, Il:  

ALA, 2011. 

  

Hirsh-Pasek, Kathy, Roberta M. Golinkoff, and Diane E. Eyer. Einstein Never Used Flash Cards: How Our Children 

Really Learn--and Why They Need to Play More and Memorize Less. Emmaus, PA: Rodale, 2003. Print. 

  

Medina, John.  Brain Rules for Baby: How to Raise a Smart and Happy Child from Zero to Five. Seattle, WA : Pear 

Press, c2010. 
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Training Outline Format 

VII. Training Re-

sources & Refer-

ences 

List the resources used to develop your training. For example, books, websites, titles of articles, etc. 

  Shonkoff, Jack P. and Deborah A Phillips. From Neurons to Neighborhoods: The Science of Early Childhood Devel-

opment.  Washington, D.C. National Academy Press, 2000 

  

  

Trelease, Jim. The Read Aloud Handbook.  New York : Penguin Books, 2006. 

  

Walsh, Bridget A. “Quality, quality, children’s characteristics, and vocabulary learning.” Childhood Education 84.3 

(Spring 2008): p 163(4). 

VIII. Method of Evalu-

ation 
List the method used to determine the effectiveness of your training. 

  An evaluation form that includes a rating scale and open ended questions. 

IX. Evaluation/ 

Follow-up 
Describe how the content of the training will help participants in their daily work. 

  The participants will receive researched information on the skills children need to attain before they go to kin-

dergarten.  They will learn easy activities that build those skills throughout the day.  All the activities take little to 

no prep time and have no cost. 
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Skills needed 

in order to read 

Skills needed to 

become great readers 

Unconstrained skills 

continue to develop 

over a lifetime. Reading 

to your children will  

help improve their 

vocabulary and 

comprehension.   

Constrained skills help 

children decode print.  

Knowing letters, letter 

sounds and that words 

have meaning are skills 

that have an end-point.  

Constrained and Unconstrained Skills  

are predictors of reading achievement. 

From the Every Child Ready to Read® 
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Everyday Ease 
 

A little goes a long way!  Routine!  Accomplish small goals!  Have fun!   

Read together! It increases your children’s vocabulary, creates a 

love for learning, teaches how words and pictures work togeth-

er, and gives them knowledge about the world. 

Write right now! Scribbling, drawing, writing letters and having 

children see adults write are all ways to teach that reading 

and writing go together.   

read 

write 
Sing together every day. No matter your singing ability, the 

songs you sing will help your children learn the rhythm of lan-

guage, how different sounds make up words and how certain 

words rhyme.   

Talk to your children often. Children that are talked to and talk 

about their world have larger vocabularies and a larger 

knowledge of everything from shapes and colors, to Apples and 

Zebras.   

Play with children! Playing teaches children how to use their 

language, how to create and tell stories, and develop vivid im-

aginations.  When children pretend, they are practicing real 

life skills.  

sing 

talk 

play 
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Specific Skill 

 

General Skill 

 Category 

Age Range 

(baby,        

toddler, pre-k) 

 

Teaching Tip 

 

 

Skill-Related 

Activity 
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Library Staff 
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Staff Resources 

Like the participating childcare centers, each library location receives 

the second edition of the American Library Association’s Every Child 

Ready to Read as well as their Early Literacy Kit handbook and tip 

cards. Training is provided as part of the youth services staff’s regular 

meetings. 

 

School readiness and early literacy resources, such as the family literacy 

and ten week challenge handouts, are shared with staff via the library’s 

intranet and its enterprise social network. 

 

What is most exciting is that the University of South Carolina’s Office of 

Program Evaluation is producing a comprehensive report filled with da-

ta collected from surveys, focus groups, and observation of family litera-

cy sessions. Their evaluation will give us insight into the impact we’re 

having on the participating families and preschool teachers, and will in-

form how we move forward with our early literacy and school readiness 

initiatives. 
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Would you like to know more? 

Feel free to get in touch! 

For questions about program delivery, contact: 

Laura Kennett 

Outreach Librarian 

LKennett@RichlandLibrary.com 

(803) 929-3417 

 

For questions about program management, contact: 

Georgia Coleman 

Community Outreach Manager 

GColeman@RichlandLibrary.com 

(803) 929-3479 

 

For questions about library administration, contact: 

Tony Tallent 

Director of Literacy and Learning 

TTallent@RichlandLibrary.com  

(803) 929-3422 


