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(This 13 the nineteenth of s serles
of historical sketches on South-
ern California ranchos, written by
E. Palmer' Connmer, chief _title
searcher of the Title Insurance
and Trust Company.)

Rancho san Jose ae Buenos Ayres
was not in Soutk Anjxerlca, as its.
name might indicate, but was an’
important rancho of Southern oali-"
fornia. The rancho .was mnf.edl
by .Manuel Micheltorena, Governor
of the Californias, F‘ebnmry 24,1843,
to' Maximo _Alanis, and comprised |
4438 acres,
alter he recelved the grant and husl
heirs conveyed' the rancho to
Wilson W. Jones and William 'x’. ol
Sanford, the former one of Los
Angeles’ i first - doctors: and the ;lat-,
ter an early Los Angeles postmaster.

" OPERATED JOINTLE"
But the doctor knew little about
ranching and in 1852 he was glad H

to seu his half-interest in the ran-
cho to Don Benito Wilson . for~
$662.75,- or at-the rate of 35 cents’
an acre. Don Benito's interests
were extensive and widely separated.
Jointly with Dr. Grifin he operated |
Rancho San Fascual northeast of
the Pueblo of 1.0s Angeles, Jointly
with Phineas Banning he iounded
and developed the city of Wilming-
ton at the port of San Pedro, and '
west of the pueblo, halfway. to the |
ocean, with Sanford, the postmaster.

he raised. éattle on Raneho
Jose de Buenos Ayres, |

Between Supervising irips to his!
ranchos’' and to the harbor he found
time to maintain & home in the pu- ‘
eblo of Los Angeles—so large. that
after he moved it.-was used for anl
orphan asylum—buy much  city |
property, ship wine to San: Framcis~ |
t.be dnclopment of the i

Wllaon bought the |

interest, o: Ban!ord in this and oth-
er’ property for"$16,000 tnd subse- !
quently sold the rancho. . In 1884,
John Wolfskill of the prominent’
family of that name purchased thé
rancho for $40,000. The purchase
by Wolfskill was timely, as the -
completion of the Santa Fe Rall-
rond iwo years later sent land prices
skyrocketing, and in 1887 he en-
tered Into an agreement to dispose
of the rancho for $438900, or more
than ten times what he had paid
for the land in 1834.

The Los Angeles and Santa Mon-
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_Modnica Land and Wi
| quitclaimed the land back to Wolr-

-Don_Alanis died shortly . Ranch

ica Land and Water Company was
organized to take over the land at
that figure, This company bullt &
railrond through the gropatv cand

platted the ‘town of But
few lots were sold, however, ‘and dn'
1881 the Los Angeles and Santa
ater - Cotmpany

skill and the town site was restored
to acreage

- FARM USE ONLY . ‘
Then for many years thd ‘rancho
was uged ~only - for: farming, ‘al-

though its nelghbor, on thé eue. the
0 Rodeo de Las Agu
Hﬂh and

subdivlded into Bever)
Bo.nta Monica grew into

on the west
8 thriving city..

Tn 1919 Arthur Letts, S, mer-
chant prinee of Los -Angeles, foffnd-
er of the Broadway. Department
8tore, bought-the rancho-for an in-
vestxnant-. 8ince that-time West-

Bolmby mns (named after
’b “Letts' birth-

K‘uce) and Univeuity Village all
ve been platted on of h

rancho. The mdving-picture indnt-
try has expanded into the propecty
and several of the largest atudios
are located ‘there. 'Now the Univer-
sily of Oalifornia at Los Angeles is
“ being Bullt on the rancho, scon to
open as & great institutfon of learn-

B, D, Wilson, John Wolfskill and
Arthur Letts all profited by their
far-sightedness, but none had the
vision and nowme could foresee Ran-
cho 8an Jose dé Biienos Ayres a5 It

i3 today.
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