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<This ls the nineteenth or a series iea Land and Water Company was 
or historical . .sketChes on South· organized to take .over the l&rid at 

· · that 118'1Jl"e. Th.la company· bUUt a 
em Callfornla ranchos, written by railroad. through the property ·and 
E. Palm.er· Conner, chief . tltle platted the town of Sumet. Bu~ 
searcher of the Title Insurance few lots were sold; hOWe\'eroand ·tn· 

d Tru • oo ) · 1891 the Los Angeles and Santa 
an 8• tnpany. Moillea Land· and· Water· Oompany 
Hancno san Jose ae Buenos Ayres q¢tclalriled the land back to Wolf· 

was not In Soutl; America, as its : sltlll and the town :site ~ ·restored 
name might .indicate,· bui was an· to acn:ealfe.' · ·. . · ·· .. 
important rancho or Southern 0a11., ~ . . · · FARM ·USE ONLY. . 
fomla. The rancho .was granted I Then far'many years -tb4 rancho 
by .Manuel Mlcheltorena, Governor · . · · . ''· · · · 1 
o! the callfornlas, February 24.l8.a,·' was used onfy for .. t~. :• ~ 
to· Max.tmo Alanls, and comprised 1 though its neighbor, on the eut, the 
4U8 acres. .Don Alanis died lhortl1 , RanCho Rodeo. de Laa Atru&~~; was 
after he received the grant and his I sul1divtd"d Into Beverly ;Hills, a.nd 
heirs conveyed' the rancho to Dr. I on the West Santa Montca.grew' into 
Wilson w. Jone.!l ·and William 'P. B., a tbrlvlng. city •. , · , , . . 
Sanford, the former one or Loa ln 19111. Arthur Lett.ll, Si'., mer• 
Angeles' •first doctors an;;! the rlat• chant prlnee of Los ·Angeles. :fattnd· 
ter an early Los Angeles po.stmaster. er or the :Broadw~U. Department 

.. 0·PER~ ....... _,.n-r, ... "" Sto~ •. bought-the raucho·for an In· 

. . ,. .. .,-.:. ................ vestment.,. Since that; .time Wes.t· 
But the doctor knew little about , wood~ .Holmby: Hills: Cna.med a.tter 

ranching and In 1852 he wa:s glad. lioln:loy, Ellg .. · Mi. Lettal birth· 
to sell his half·!nterest 1n the ran- place) and University Vlllaie all 
cho> to Don Benito Wllso1l · for have been platted on parts. Of ~e 
$662..7t;, · or at· the rate or 35 cents ' rancho. Tbc movtng~l)lctiul'e ·tndulf­
an acre. Don Benito's . interesl;s try has expanded Into the propetty 
were extemlve and widel)' ~~eparated. and several {)f tlle largest studiOs 
Jointly with Dr. Ortmn he operated: are loeated'there. 'Now the 'Onlver­
Rancho San Pliscual northea:st or alLy or Oallfornla at ~- Anreles is 
the Pueblo ~f Los Ange!eiJ. Jolnt17 belnt* fmllt on the ·.riiicho, soon to 
with Phlnea,a ~ he foundeCI_! open as a great Institution of learn· 
and developed the ctty or Wllmtng, lng. 
ton at the port of San· Pedro, an.t1 ; B.· D. Wllsori, John Woltskill ·and 
west of the pueb~1 halfway to the : Arthur Letts all profited by thelr 
ocean, With Santora. the postmaster, far-slgbtedne&!l, but none· had ti'Kl 
he ralaed .. cattle on Raneh.o · .san 

1

. vllilon and. none oould foresee Raul .. • 
Jose de Buenos Ayres. . cho San Jose de Bueno.S Ayres a.s It 

Between supervising trips to hili· ls today. · ··· · 
ranchos' and to the harbor he .round j · --· · 

time to maintain a home In the pu-
eblo of Los Angel-so large .. that 
after he moved it. was used for an 
orphan astlum-:bUJ' much ctty 
property, ship wirie to san· F11mcls· 
co and foster the development of the 
orange. • , ~ . 

In 1858 B. ·D. wuaon bought the 
lnterest,of Banford Ill thl.s.and oth· 
er· property 1bl'-;$18',01J() tfld subs~!- ! 

quently sold the rancho. . In liiU i 

John Wolfakill of the prominent 
familY of that name plll'CbUed thl! 
rancho for $40.000. The' purchase 
by Wolfsiill Will! timely, as the 
compleUon or .the Santa Fe Rail· 
road l'll-'0 yeam 1~atl!r t~ent land prices 
llkyro<:k£tlng. and 1n 1887 he en· 
tered Into an agreement to diSpOse 
or the raneho·for $438,,.0(\ or. more 
than ten Umes what he rut.a paid 
tor the land 1n lllllf.. . ; . . : 

Tlle Loll ~lea and Santa Mon•. 


